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Anguish And Hope

by S. Degallaix and S.M. Islam

Iikhar I.Iddin Ahmed belongs 1o this impor-
tant group of young Bangladeshi painters who
are now in their thirties and are keen to demo-
nstrate their social concern by thcir works.

Although he is -
barely thirty years
old, and he recetved
his graduation at the
Institute of Fine Arts
of Dhaka only five
years ago, I[ftikhar
Uddin Ahmed can
boast of a long ca-
reer with more than
ten years ol exhibi-
tions, at home as
well as abroad.

To the best of my
knowledge, this
young artist has,
from the very begin-
ninrﬁ.' focused nis
WO on depicting
daily life in Bung~
ladesh, ex
feeling alP nn;uluh
and loneliness whi-
ch is to be found
among quite a num-

paintéers.

Symbolic forms
like that of the whe-
el render the ines-
eapability of fate wh-
Alle the day to day's
events recall the :

dimension of life-distorted rickshnws
after a collision, petty workers with weary eyes,
women subject to insane and brutal desires,
destitute or imprisoned pcople — illness, death
and solitude are ever present in the inspiration
of Iftikhar Uddin Ahmed.

The techniques used however, introduce
more diversity and colours of hope in paintings
which range from détailed realism to colourful

abstraction. The delineation of the canvas in_

or vertica: strips i= a way to multiply se-

quences, insights and often to exacerbate the
breaking of the which constitutes life.
The subjects are well centered on the canvas to

stop the mind wandering away [rom the in-
tended . while the design is steeped in
a greyish or bluish haze which distorts it and
gives the vision of a blurred distanciated world.
Although the gloomy and pessimistic vision
prevails in the figurative works, the abstract
compositions denote a diflerent attitude of
mind. The various hues of red become more
present and give their colour to simple geomet-
rical figures whose shapes and upward orienta-
tion are evidence of the vilality and the re-
silience which make the temper of the artist.
His look on society, on his country, is free

from but at the same time full of
and s attachment.
By his love for his land and his people in

spite of the I'n.rtllhlpl of life the young painter
to this nascent Ba eshi

_Wﬂ ﬂihhhilﬂ}jnylnglm

'Iﬂﬁhr in Ahmed graduated from the
! te of Pine Art of the Dbaka University in
1 with lpechhuthn in drawing and paint-

earned his Masters degree
from the same institution. He
now calls himsell a free lance artist, although
the term does not do full justice o his years of

- the artist preoccupied.

sustained effort to carve out a place for himself
in the contemporary art scene in Bangladesh. It
also does not express his deep commitment to
his craft, which cerlninly is more than what a

— — - free lance artist usu-
ally displays.

A first look at his
paintings would tell
us that Iftikhar is
different from many
of his.contemporari-
es. His difference
however, does not
lie with his use of
abstraction or semi
abstraction, or in
the way his colours
interact with each
other to produce a
startling eflect that
eloquently ex pre-
sscs his theme for
these have been
characteristic of ma-
ny other painters of
Bangladesh. What dis-
tinguishes INlikhar's
painting however is
the way he somehow
conveys the totality
of his vision without
any distortion. His
forms, geometrie
abstractions, the
rhythmic  patterns

: that his dynamic fig-
urcs created on his crowded canvas may seem o
repcatl themselves in painting after painting, but
looked at more closely, they seem to dlspla}' a
rich variation of speed, tone and combination.

Even when landscape is his subjeect, Iftikhar
imparts enough dynamism in each painting to
enable his studies to approximate the eternally
changeable life that goes on in nature. Iftikhar
begins to work with a vision that initially forms
itsell in bare outlines, but solidifics as pro-
gresses. His vision has to do with humanity, with
civilization and progress, and, most importantly,
his country. His human figures — both men and
women — are steeped in history. They inhabit a
world where only personal integrity and a
commitment to the cause of civilization can
sustain them.

History is a favourite subject with Iftikhar;

time is another; and one of the motifs that re-’

curs in his paintings is Lthe wheel — something
that symbolizes both history and time. It is only
to be expected, in the context of his larger,
historical vision, that Iftikhar's painting will take
us to an encounter with our own time.
Contemporary civilization seems to have kept
iHs much-used symbol
now is the rickshaw, that bizarre transport that
is neither primitive, nor modern, but is a mov-
ing statement on the contradictions in our civi-
lization. The rickshaw for Iftikhar symbolizes
Bangladesh as the country is poised precariously
between the future and the past. On one side,
there is progress, on Lhe other, fixity . If one
looks carefully, Iftikhar's rickshaws seem
strangely immobile, as if they are unable to find
oul their sense of direction.
. The same cannol however, be said about
Iikhar. He has already found his own voice, his

own medfum dhd, most importantly; the ability -

to translate his vision into a rich combination of
colour, form and figure.

|  South Asian
= Archaeological
o congress
Rambow ﬁlm Soc:e.t ;
The inaugural function of the six-day m}r"lmnu taken up | begll'lS DCC 28

by the Rainbow Film Society on the occasion

founding anniversary will be held today (Thursday) at 8.45 am

at the German Cultural Centre at Dhanmondi.

The Rainbow Padak ‘9] will also be distribuled atl the

function.

Barrister Motnul Hosein will attend 1 as chicl guest.

Bangladesh Junior Chamber

The Inaugural function of the 20th national convention of
Junior Chamber will be held today (Thursday) at

Bangladesh
10 am at the Hotel Sheraton.

of its 14th The three-day fourth South

Asian archacological congress
will begin in Dhaka on Decem-
ber 28, BSs.

Foreign Minister ASM Mus-
tafizur Rahman will inaugurate
the function as the Chief Guest
while Works Minister Rafiqul
Islam Mia will be the special

guest. :
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia will attend the function State Minister for Cultural
as chief guest while Mirza Abbas, Mayor of the Dhaka City Allairs Profl Jahanama m on

Corporation will be present as spectal guest

Wednesday said that delegates
from SAARC countries would
attend the Congress to find out

Diploma Engineers' Assoc

The lw-dlmkum of the Diploma Engincers’
Water and Mwer

Dr Khandakar Mosharral Ilossain, Minister for Energy and
Mineral Resources will attend the function as chicl guest and
State Minister for lrrigation, Water Development and Flood
Control Mosharral Hossain Shajahan as the special guest.

arcas of regional cooperation
for preservation and protec-
tion of archacological heritage.
Experience gained iIn any
SAARC member nation in this
specialised field can be shared,
she said.

The Minister said, ‘'we can

Bangladésh Gram Theatre Uy sasist ons ansther
Bangladesh Gram Theatre has organised a training course | ‘e, fld of archacological ex-
for the "Gram Theatre Journalists” today (Thursday) at 11 am | Pioration and excavation of an-
at the auditorium of the Community Development Library at vt e "
Shangkar antiquities and preservation of
Faycz Ahmed, Convenor of the Sammilito Sangskritik Jote ::n":mﬂ_ Sites and momu-

will inaugurate the course as chief guest.
Seminar on Traffic Jam

A seminar on “Traffic jam and road-accident” will be held

Referring to the archacolog-
ical excavations conducted
during the last two decades at
a number of sites like Maina-

teday (Thursday) at 5 pm at the Hoiel Sonargaon under the mati, Comilla; Bhasu Bthar and
of Lions Club of Dhaka Progoti. Mahasthangarh in , Arun
Minister Col (Rid) Oli Ahmed will atiend Dhap and Sitakot in
the seminar as chief guest - Bharat B in Jessore and
Dhaka Metropolitan Police Commissioner M Ashraful Huda Halud Vihar in Prof
and Prof Mosharral Hossain will attend the function as the Jahanara said such activities
special guests while Deputy Police Commissioner Quazi Nazrul | had been useful in getting
Islam will present the keynote paper at the seminar. proper information about the
archaecological wealth of those
Asiatic Society of Bangladesh
A seminar on "Philosophical thinking in Bangladesh™ will
be held today (Thursday) at 10 am at the seminar room of the
MMMrM-ﬂltmuﬂm- '”M
chief guests. Programme
Conference of the drama-workers 5.10 : News in
A conference of the Gram theatre female drama- 520, : Reading from the
workers begin today (Thursday) at 12 atl the audito- - Geeta
rium of the Mahila Samity at Bafly road. - : :—nﬂg =~"L::'-fﬁl- & il
Noted actress Ferdousy mdar will inaugurate the con v : telecast
I = Maju ugu football o
ima Basa nd Ind f
; a ia from
m-!i_lﬁr-l:um ur.luhrhuﬂh mﬁufﬂ Bangla
meeting £ B.O0 : News in
:hhl_h-.lhyﬂcuitnnlnrm_ 8.30 : Drama of the week
held (Thursday) at 4 pm at the Green-Wood 10.00 : News in English
w'l:zuﬂm ' 10.30 : Drama Series : Twin
Principal Dewan Mohammad Azral will atiend the function Peaks
as chief while Poet Sabir Ahmed Chowdhury and News 11.30 : Khabar/The news
Editor of Radio Bangladesh Mohsinuddin Ahmed will be pre 11.40 : Friday's
sent as the special guests 1145 : Closing

Committee on
public undertakings

meets today

The 17th meeting of the
Parliamentary "Committee on
Public Underllk:_ﬁa will be
held today (Thu y) at the
Sangsad thh-n. an olficial
source said, reporis BSS.

Mia Mohammad Mansur All,
MP, Chairman of the commit-
tee, will  preside over the
meeling, '

The members of the com-
mittee have been requested to
be present at the meeting.

Public Accounts

Another report says : A
meeting of the Parlfamentary
Standing Committee on Public
Accounts will be held
tomorrow (Friday) at 10 am at
the Accounts Committee room

of the Jatiya :
The meeting will be
presided over by the

committee chair LK Siddiqui.

The committee members
are Akbar Hossain, Syed
Manjur Hossain, Md Shahjahan
Omar, Anwarul Hossain Khan
Chowdhury, Redwan Ahmed,
Md, Shahjahan, Md Abdul
Gani, Meshbauddin Khan,
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury,
Md Asaduzzaman, MM Nazrul
Islam, Rashed Khan Menon, Dr
TIM Fazle Rabbi Chowdhury
and Moulana Md Sakhawat
Hossain. .

Directive to
motivate people
in canal digging

The first mecting of the
Canal Digging Programme in
Bhola and Pirojpur districts
was held in Barisal on Wednes-
day, with State Minister for
Irrigation, Water Development
and Flood Control, Mosharrafl
Hossain Shahjahan in the
~hair, 1cports BSS.

The state minister directed
the local leadership to moti-
vale people for taking up mas-

Sive programmes in this con-

nection.

Shahjahan laid importance
on the excavation of derelict
and dried up canals at diller-
ent upazilas and unions on pri-
ority basis of Bhola and
Pirojpur districts.

Justice Ranadhir
Sendead

Justice Ranadhir Sen, a re-
tired judge of Appellate Divi-
sion ol the Supreme Court,
died of cardiac fatlure at the
Suhrawardhy Hospital, yester-
day (Wednesday) alternoen,
family sources said, reports
BSS. He was 68,

Justice Sen was admitied to
the hospital on December 22
with cardiac respiratory prob-
lems.

The body of the Justice has
been brought to his Sobha-
nbagh residence and it will be
sent to his home town Sylhet
for cremation.

Justice Sen left behind his
wile, one son, one daughter
and a host of friends and ad-

mirers.

President shocked

Meanwhile : President
Abdur Rahman Biswas on Wed -
nesday ex his profound
shock and sorrow at the death
of Justice Ranadhir Sen.

The president, in a message
of condolence, sald at the
death of Justice Sen. the coun-
iry has lost an experienced
jurist. His devotion and sincere
endeavours in ensuring the
rule of law will be ever re-
membered, he said.

Mr Biswas prayed for the
salvation of the departed soul
of Justice Sen and conveyed

&l‘l’tpllh’ Lo 'I.he members of

[
i
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Dhaka City Hotel Workers Union brought out a procession on Wednesday demanding trial of

the killers of Kanchan, a waiter of ‘Khai Khai’ restaurant.

The Baily Star 3

Computer St:;ciety

election held

General Election teo the
Executive Body of the Bangla-
duh Computer Society was

o held at Hlﬂl.lﬂtlh University"
0

(BUET) in Dhﬁh on Wednes-

day, reports UNB.

Acrording to official results,
M Anisur Rahman Khan was
clected. President and MI
Jabbar and Prof | Islam
Sharifl Vice Presidents.

All of them were elected

uncontested.
Syed Mahbubur Rahman was
elected General , ob-

taining highest vote of 166 in
the election. Mowever, Khon-
doker Golam Mawla, who was
clected member of the new

executive body followed him
with 152 votes.

4 J A Other office bearers are :
Treasurer — Md Rshid Siddi-
qui, Joint-Secretary — Md
Nazmul Haque and MM Nuruz-

—=Star photo
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JS body on Indemnity |

Ordn meets tomorrow

A meeting of the Special
parliamentary Committee on
the Indemnily . Ordinance
{Repeal) Bill has been con-
vened tomorrow (Friday) fol-
lowing persistent demand
from Awami League.

Committee sources said on
Wednesday Law Minister Mirza
Golam llafiz, who is Chairman
of the 15-member body, had
called the mecting at 6 pm at
Sangsad Bhaban. |

Decputy Leader of the
Jpposition -in parliament
Abdus Samad Azad expressed
the hope that the next meet-
ing would be ablc to prepare a
report unanimously on repeal
of the Indemnity Ordinance
and send-it back to the House
for considcration.

Parliament goes into winter
session on January 4.

Talking to UNI3 by phone
Azad said there had been no
conlradiction among members
of the commiltee regarding
abrogation of the ordinance
which blocked the trial of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

In the last meeting held on
November 5, Samad Azad said,
important leaders of the ruling
party who dre on the commit-

Jobs under
international
organisations

Some International
Organisations invite applica-
tions for filling up certain va-
canties, says & PID handout.

Name of the organizations
along with the post-titles and
last date for receipt of applica-
tions by the Ministry of

Establishment TT\
ommonwealth Secretariat:

Tourtsm Training Adviser __
March 4, Director General
[CAB Internatfonal), Director
of Scientific Services (CAB
Internationall] — January 30,
international Atomic Energy
Agency: Plasma-Material
Interaction Physicist(P-4),
Systems Analyst (P-3),
Procurement Ollicer (P-4),
Section Head (P-5), Unit Head
(P-4), Safcguards Analyst (P-5)
— February 15, United Nations
Industrial Development
Organization: Industrial
Development Oflicer (P-3),
Associate Industrial
Development Officer (P-2) —
January 15, UNESCO:
Population Communication and
Research Specfalist (P-4),
Assistant Programme

Sgcﬁ-hll (P-1/P-2) — January
15, Financial Analyst (P-3) —
January 1, Colombo Plan: Drug
Adviser — January |, Islamic

Development Bank: Transport

Economist — January |.
Details of the posts and

ure of application may

be obtained from the Ministry
of Establishment, concerned
Mindstry / Division / Divisional
Commissioner, Deputy
Commissioner, District

Manpower and Employment

Q ;
ﬂurmese envoy calls

on Shamsul Islam
The Burmcse Ambassador
in Bangladesh U Soe Myint
called on Food Minister M

Shamsul Islam at  his
sccrctarial oflice in Dhaka on

Moderate rain hkely |

By Staff Correspondent

Moderate rain or shower is likely
the next 36 hours commencing 6 pm

Wednesday, Met office forecast.

country during

in most parts of the

A moderate cold wave will sweep the country during the

period, Met office also sald.
Night

may fall be one o three degree

Celstus.

and humidity recorded at important cities
and towns on Wednesday were:

W Whmmnm

Dhaka Il.:
Chittagong 26.8
Khuina 21.3
Ragshahi 17.8
Dinajpur 17.8
Mymensingh 275
Srimangal 178
Cox's Bazar 27.2
[ $etrimanl 22.7 |
Sylhet 16.8
The lowest
Sunset In
Friday at 6-40 am.

r

Min ® am L] pnl
186.4 96

18.3 . II
16.0 80 100
14.4 . 100
15.4 06 23
16.3 e o6
16.3 07 Wl
‘7.5 68 7
17.2 ™ LU
14.3 . o

tee showed positive attitude to
the issue.

In reply to a question, he
said there are two procedures
in repealing the ordinance,
promulgated on Sepilember
26, 1975. The ordinance itself
can be repealed by simple ma-
jority in the llouse, or the rcl-
evant parts (indemnity parts)
of the 5th Amendment to the
Constitution can be amended
by a two-thirds majority.

The Awami League leader
said the Indemnity Bill was
moved in the house on August
8 on the basis of consensus
and a special parllamentary
comm'llee constituted the
same day to scrutinise the bill
within a month.

He said Law Minister Mirza

Golam llafiz, Deputy Leader of -

the llouse Profl Badruddoza
Chowdhury and leaders of
other opposition groups had
spoken in favour gf the bill at
that time.

Recalling the Law Minister's
calcgorical assurance, Samad
hoped the government party
would play a positive role in
rescinding the ordinance to
give the hard-won democracy
an institutional shape and en-
sure rule of law in the country.

Prospect of garment
trade with China
discussed

A six-member Chinese
frigndship trade dclegation
frogn Guongzhon met the State
Minister for Textiles Abdul
Mannan at his office in Dhaka
on Tuesday, reports BSS.

They exchanged views on
various aspects of textile and
garment  sectors of both the
counines.

The State Minister bricled
the delegation about the devel-
opment programmes of textile
scctor undertaken by the pre-
senl government.

The delegation was ap-
priscd ol the role of develop
ment programmes specially on
the development of various
trades of Bangladesh.

—

zaman, Members — Khondo-
ker Golam Mawla, SM Zul
Kadir, Aziz Ahmed, Hamidur
Rabbani Bhuiyan, Md Badiuz-
zaman, Sheikh Abdullah
Mahmud Hassan, Md Omar
Faruque, Md Anwar Hossain,

Assoc polls
Md Sohrab Uddin and ATM

postponed | Harun.
| _ ‘ Election Commissioner Prof

- Shamsuddin Ahmed
By DU Correspondent | n

DU Economics
Dept Alumni

announced the results in the
afternoon.

r vy
> Congratulations
Rubaba Dowla (Snigdha)

. The Annual conference and
clection to the office bearers of
the executive committee of the
Dhaka University Economics
Departmemt Alumni Associa-
tion scheduled to be held to-
morrow has been postponed

till the middle of February. © | for your excellent
Result in HS.C. Exam
Time and of the con- Love
ference and election would be : Your ;

announced later, a press re-
lease said.

Its new
just for you

The Daily Btar is plcased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings, Con-
gratulatory and Condolence Mcessages, Get-Well/
Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announcements,
In Memoriam, ctc. at nominal charges.

For booking details, please contact :
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 2460234, 863035

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

The containerised cargo ex. m. V. Cu-S'l'h wmm
Nagoya, Yokohama, ex. m. v. "

mx?hm oy
rom ex. m. v, "Vega" V-31A from Karachi,
| jex. m. v. "Merkur Delta” vous?:m lllvclmn

relayed to M. V. "INFINITY" V-548, No.

893!91 m&wmuﬂwﬂnmgmmm:ﬂﬂﬂlm

from Singapore.

to take delivery of their cargo from
"FCL" containers within 5 days free time from the date of
landing and Jcrgunutclumiwﬂhmﬁhyswﬂlhm

'BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LIMITED.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG.
AS AGENTS: MITSUI O. §S. K.I.MSLTD TOKYO.
PHONES: 500440, 503317, S00686/88.
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At Reliance Your Security

Comes ‘First

With its strong back- uthummmsuurcostrmm know-how and
wealth of experience, Reliance is ful ared to meet all your general
insurance requirements in a fast worid

EXPERIENCE * STRENGTH * SECURITY
RELIANCE

INSURANCE

LIMITED

BSB BUILDING, 8 RAJUK AVENUE

DHAKA-1000, BANGLADESH
Phone PABX - 2401086, 205080
Telex 671188 RIL B




