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Russian business links
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fiscal Bangladesh and the

Sovielt Union the 19th
trade protocol under the
barter m. The protocol

envisaged exchange of com-
modities worth about 19 mil-
lion pounds sterling cach way.

The trade left a ofl 4.4
milllon pounds for
an amount

will deduct from 16.10 million
sterling it is expecied
hgmmhIMM~

Ghorasal power station project.

Bangladesh impeorts [rom
Moscow mainly machinery and
exports to it mainly jute and
tca.

A senior official at the
Russtan lrade mission in Dhaka
told The Daily Star that trade
between Bangladesh and

the opportunities.
Bangladesh's rclations with
the former Soviet Union

countries signed their [irst
economic cooperation agree-
ment in 1972. The relations
cooled aller the 1975 political -
change-over in Bangladesh and
these virtually nesedived in
late 1982 when ousted proesi-

dent Hussain Muhammad
Ershad expelled 14 Soviel
diplomats on charge of med-
dling into local politics. The
relations started picking up
well into the eightics.

The disintegration of the
Soviet Union came al a time
when Dhaka and Moscow were
close to forming a Joint
Economic Commission.
Officials, however, are hopelul
that the commission would
now be set up with Russia.
They also expect direct trade

with the other republics.

Bangladesht! exporters are
exploring the possibilities of
sclling readymade mmll to

pu ]

The business circles view
that the trade link with the
newly formed stales, specially
the Muslim populated ones in
the Central Asia, would ht; @
or

very flourishing one
ﬂmtdtuh The export mar-
ket jor jute and other cssential

commodities which carlicr was |

dominated by India, would be
advantagceous for l_hngl.dtsh.

that the currency
states would be rouble.
further said if any state would
wish to introduce its own cur-:
rency, it would be done in
consultation with the other

"*** Hartal in

w5

dawn-to-dusk hartal was ob-
scrved al j upazila
today protesting ure of the
local college -and postpone-
ment of fts student union
clection, reports UNB.

Parsa Shahid in title role of Tagore's Shyama at

Shilpa
the dance drama.

kala Academy auditorium yesterday. BAFA staged

—Star photo

Christmas today
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will put up special
grammes on the occasion.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas opened the Christmas
cclebrations by cutling a
Christmas cake when a delega-
tion ol Bangladesh Christian
Assoclation called on him at
Bangabhaban yesterday morn-

ing.

Delegations of Bangladesh
Christian Association and
Dhaka Pastors Fellowship also
met Begum Zia to greet her at
her Sugandha offlice yesterday.

The delegation presented
the Prime Minister wilh
Christmas cakes as a token of

goodwill.
PM’s message

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Tuesday called
upon the people to perform
their historic responsibility,
irrespective of religion, caste,
creed and opinion, lo make
Bangladesh a democratic coun-
try and a society with rule of
law

pro-

In a message on the eve of
the Christmas Day, the Prime
Minister said the effort of the
present governmeni was to
build a democratic country
with full respect to rule of law.

Three killed
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Medical College Hospital
(DMC11) morgue.
Yunus, 17, a sweet-vender,

died on the spot when a news-
paper carrying bus (Comilla Ba-
6851) skidded off the ka-
Aricha  highway near
Karmmapara, Savar, in the early
The bus failed its control
and fell into the roadside
ditch. The victim was in the
bus. None other was hurt in
the accident. The body was
sent to DMCH.

Abu Bakar, 10, a trian,
was killed under the wheels of
a speedy truck at Sher-e-

Bangla Nagar in the city yes-

terday afternoon.
Fatally injured Abu Bakar

was immediately admitled to
DMCH where he succumbed o
his injuries afler a while. The
body was sent to the hospital

morgue.

5000 armed
processionist
gherao UZ

headquarters

From Our Correspondent
KISHOREGANJ Dec 24

About 5000 ples armed
with ramdao, ﬁl?ﬂ, spears and

pipe guns brought oul a pro-
cession at Nandail upazila
. headquarters ay to press
home the demand for with-
drawal A.Ellﬁ::ldl:u‘::rdﬂ case
lrﬁ'-‘ , chairman
o oazzempur: Union
Parishad.

Moazzempur Unfon is about
10 Kilometres away [rom the
upazila headquarters,

The processionists
gheraoed the Upazila Parishad
office for some and later

demonstration in front
of police station.

At one s they started
pelting stones on ihana
Bhaban. The police then

chased the processionists and
arrested three of them one
with loaded pipe gun. The ar-
rested persons are: DBarek,
Hannan and Ahamed. Police
also recovered one ramdao, a

dagger and 12 spears from the
places of demonstration.

She said it was also need of the
hour thal all should play their
duc role in materialising this

programme.
Begum Zia said the
Christmas Day commemoraltes

the holy birth of Jesus Christ.
She conveyed her congratula-
tions to the Christian com-
munity in Bangladesh and
lauded the role of the commu-
nity for contributing their
mile lo national progress.

The Prime
the message of lHazrat Isah (A)
was [ralernity, [rendship, fel-
low feclings, service and
peace. This message is clernal
and accepted widely, she
added.

Begum Zia also pointed out
that fraternity and tolcrance
are lhe lraditional heritage of
Bangladesh and hoped that the
celebrations of the X-Mas Day
would further enrich this her:
itage.

Hasina

UNB adds: Awami League
President and Opposition
Leader in Parliament Sheikh
Hasina Tuesday conveyed her
greelings to the Christian
communitly on the occasion.

In a message on the eve of
Christmas, she said Awami
League believes in equal rights,
privileges and status of all
classes of people irrespective

of faith, creed and colour as | lic and private sectors because

| the employment records are
. deliberately infllated to divert

the esscnce ol all religion is
wellare of humanity.

llasina recalled the sub-
lime sacrifices made by pco-
ple of all religions during the
1971 Liberation War.
"Bangladesh emerged as a sec-
ular state through the viclory
of the indcpendence war,
burying all communal senti-
ments.”

The communal politics,
she said, was revived after the
killing of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib in 1975 destroying the
values of the war.

The Awami League leader,
in her message, also called for
taking a rcnewed

socfal order based on pcace
and cquality.

Waiter beaten
to death

By Staff Correspondent

nchan, 22, a wailcr, was
allegedly beaten to dealh at
Dhanmondi in the city Tucsday
morning.

Kanchah, a waiter of Khai-
Khai restaurant at Dhanmondi,
was allegedly accused of steal-
ing money from the restaurant
cash box and severely beaten
by the hotel owner.

Fatally injured Kanchan was
taken (o Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCII)
where doctors on duty de-
clared him dead. The body was
sent to the hospital morgue,
our DMCH correspondent re-
ports. |

No case was [iled with
Dhanmondi police till filing of
this report last night.

Dhanmondi said that
they were lnk’::m:d of the

but could not give
wll. what they said, tw:ngf

their officers went to the spot

and had not come back till

1 l:ﬂﬂg .

un-runner
| From Page 1 Col 5
after went abroad and tmport
on each trip parts of arms
and supplied those after

ng.

Police said that Salim, one
of the accused of Basunia
murder case of Dhaka
University , is also an owner of
a shoe
Road,

Minister said '

| the industry

. because of the discre

o =

vow Lo |

eslablish an exploitation-free | _,.. efficicncy target set by

Labour productivity
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private mills increased by 0.56
tonnes per man per ycar dur-
ing the same period.

The primary reason for the
low labour productivity, the
report points out, s related to
the existence of large excess
employment in the sector,

Very high ‘over-manning'
particularly in the public sec-
tor came under sharp scrutiny
in the WI3 draft report. It

ints out that the jute mills
unclion esscntially as em-
ployment centres and that
BJMC's employment practices
cmanate from soctal and polit-

. ical pressurcs.

The tolal employment in
the document
adds, is estimated at 157,318
in FY91, of which 65 per cent
{s in the privale seclor and

' about B5 per cent of the em-

ployees in both sectors are

. classified as ‘workers’ and the

rest as ‘oflicers and stall. Of

' the workers, 75 per cent arc
- permancnt and the rest are

temporary (badli) or casual

. workcoers.

lHowever, the report notes,

. it is diflicult to establish the

precise number of employces
pancics
prescnt in the mill records. "It

| is allcged that actual employ-
| menl is lower than what the

records show in both the pub-

funds,” the document adds.
According to the report,

: the main causces of over-man-
" ning in the industry include

opcraling the machinery and
equipment inelTiciently.

Efficicncy of the operated
looms [outpul per loom) in
Bangladesh is about 70 to 80
per cent of the efficiency
achicved in India. the docu-
ment points oul, despite the
fact that the mills are consid-
erably older in India.

In the public sector, looms
arc opcrated at about 50, BO
and 60 per cent of the achicv-

BJMC for hessian, sacking and
CBC respectively, the report
notcs.

The worker/loom ratio,
which is used as the main
employment indjcator in the
jute mills, is also very high in

+ Bangladesh compared to that

of other countries and interna-
tional norms, the report adds.
The worker/loom ratio in

B3JMC mills are, on average,
about 45 per cent higher than
‘he ratios achicved in India,
Furthermore, hiring more
temporary workers than nec-
Cssary

lo replace abscntee

shop on the Elephant i

permancnl workers also con-
tributes o low productivity
In FY9], the rcport says,

the public mills did not reduce |

the number of temporary
workers o a level warranted
by a sharp fall in cxports. This
resulted in an c¢xcess lempo
rary hiring of about 10,000
workers leading lo a dramalic
increase in unit labour cost
and [inanctal losses in that
YOar.

Other reasons ol over-man-
ning and conscquent low pro-
ductivily in the industry cited
in the report includes setling
of employment targets on the
basis of installed capacity and
keeping a large number of offi-
c~crs, clerical stafll and other
xrsonnel not.directly involved
in production.

Part of the cxeess employ-
menl in Lhe public seclor is
“open” consisting ol workers
assigned o redundant ma-
chines, the report notes, and
the number of such workers is
estimaled at 11,090 by IJJMC.
The rest is ‘disguised’ in low
labour productivity,” the report
adds.

In the private sector, the
document points out, ecxcess
employment s manifested
mainly in low labour produc-
tivity and because of strong
and militant trade unionism
supported by political inter-
ests, the private mills arc
pressured o adopt the pro-
ductivity norms established for

the public sec¢
P page 7

story on
JAGPA condemns
Burmese raid

Jatiya Ganatantrik Party
(JAGPA] at a rally in Dhaka
Tuesday condemned the re-
cent atlacks, killing and loot
by the Burmese troops inside
Bangladesh territory, rcports
UNB.

Addressing the rally at
Kaptan Bazar square in the
afternoon, JAGPA President
Shafiul Alam Prodhan said
Bangladesh had become the
victim ol aggression and con-
spiracy due to "weak forcign
policy of the government.”

The government has [ailed
to raise any cllective protest
and resistance against the tor-
ture on Burmese Rohingya
Muslims who were forced to
cross the border into
Bangladesh by hundreds. he
said

The rally was also ad-
dressed Prof Rechana Prodhan,
Anfsur Rahman and Asadur
Rahman Asad.

JAGPA also brought out a
torch procession after the
rally, which paraded main
streets of the city.

Che Bily Star

Jatiya Ganatantric Party (JAGPA) brought out a ncnuiun in the
Burmese attack on the border. 2

Oscar is climax
of my career,
says Satyajit

NEW DELMHI, Dec 24: Afling
Indian film director Satyafit |

m‘hwmﬂf-l
trip the United

in an interview published
T*utldl{; Ray said he also
hoped his doctor will allow
him to start shooting his latest
project before leaving for the
United States.

been (reated in California,
Press Trusi said.

"I have to go for the medical
check-up in early March. If #t
happens, | will combine the
two trips.” Ray told the ncws
agency. Earlier reporis sug-
gested that he would skip the
ceremony.

He said the Oscar was the |
chimax of his carcer, "because
it is the uivalent of the
Nobel prize a film maker
and one cannot go beyond
that.”

Ray is the seventh winner of
the special award. Previous re-
cipienis were Grela Garbeo,
Cary Grant, Charlie Chaplin,
Jimmy Slewart, Akira
Kurvsawa and Sophia Loren. '

Ray has 35 film credits, in-
cluding documentarics, start-
ing in 1955 with Pather
Panchall, or Song of the Little I

Road, which was the first of a
trilogy about a village boy
named Apu.

UP chairman

candidate
shot dead

KIIULNA, Dec 24 @ A UP
chairman candidate was shot
dead by unknown assailants in
a remote upazila in Khulna
district :

Witnesses said Emran Gazt,
a candidate for Rudaghara
union parishad of Dumuria
upazila, was killed at about 1 1-
30 am Tuesday when a group
of armed > shot him with
a double-barrcl gun.

The chairmanship aspirant,
scaled at a shop in Rudaghara

bazar, was killed on the spot,
they said.

Police arrived at the spot
Tuesday night and brought the
body 1o Khulna Sadar Hospital
for autlopsy.

None was arrested. —

Municipal poll
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promulgated in this regard on
December 5, has also in-
creased the terms of clected
offices of pourashavas from
three to five years.

The pourashavas will be run
by administrators appointed
by - the government till the
holding of fresh clections.

Due to the promulgation of
the ordinance, most of the
over 90 pourashavas arc gcl-
ting dissolved one and a halfl
months before completion of
their threc-ycar-term.

Some pourashavas which
were late in taking charge in
1989 arc being dissolved
about nine months ahead of
schedule, sources say.

The government issued a
circular on December 18 to all
deputy commissioners, chair-
men and administrators of
pourashavas for taking necces-
sary measurces in kecping with
the ordinance.

The measurc has causcd
adverse reaction among most
clected pourashava chairmen.
Some of them are learnt to
have becn preparing to file a
writ petition against the law
in the Supreme CourtL

Meanwhile, a government
spokesman told The Daily Star
that dissolution of pourashavas
was meant for ensuring [ree
and [air clections.

The spokesman said the
pourashavas were dissolved in
keeping with the Pourashava
Ordinance of 1977 as amended
by the previous ment

The December 5 ordinance
says that ‘an administrator
appointed by the government
shall perform the functions of
the pourashava’ until clected
office-bearer takes over.

Burmese troops
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that Myanmar's troops build-up
along the border was neot
against Dangladesh. According
o him the troops arc being
amasscd possibly Lo wipe out
the insurgeney by the Rohingya
Muslims of Arakan province
on Maynmar's west coast.

“The troops builld-up has

to do with
It is apparently 1o tackle their
internal insurgency.” the
source said, speaking on con-
ditton of .

Bangladesh still views that
Saturday's attack was an iso-
lated incident. However, Dhaka
is tak'ng -no chance. Official
sources in Dhaka and the bor-
der district of Cox's Bazar told
The Daily Star that

‘s border outposts
along the arca have been rein-
forced by army on Tucsday.

The also confirmed that
Myanmar has scaled ofl the
entry points al Tekhnaf, which
s usced both Burmese and

citizens for visiting
border arcas of cach other's
country on short-time transit
passcs.

The tension along the bor-
der mounted as Bangladesh is
trying lo send an estimaled
50,000 Rohingya Muslim
refugees to their homes iIn
Arakan. The Rohingya
Solidarity Organisation (RSO),
a group represcnting the
Rohingya Muslims, says thcy
have sct up al lcast 12 camps
along in the jungles of Arakan
o wage a guerflla war againsi
Myanmar's military govern-
mcmt

Ctg action body
calls hartal
Dec 31

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 24 : The
Greater Chittagong Deve-
lopment Action Com-mitlce
called a 8-hour hartal on
December 31 1o press home
ifts 15-point charter of
demands.

The demands include offi-
cial declaration of Chittagong
as the commereial capital of
the country, establishment of a
scparatc education board for
Chillagong, modernization of
Chillagong Airport along with
othcer development works.

Favourite fishes
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blamed the affected fish or wa-
ter for gasiric disordcr and
other sickness.

The ulcerative discasc was
reported from Chandpur dis-
trict in February '88 and al-
most the whole country was al-
fected in a period of a few
months.

With the outbreak of the
discase the open waler pisci-
culture programme through-
out the country also faced a se-
rious setback.

“There are many reporis on
the isolation of enterotoxic
bacteria from infected and
non-infected fish in different
countries and there are also
reports on the isolation of drug
resistant, haemolytic bacteria
from the aquatic environments
and infected fish,” the study
noted.

Another study conducted by
the Fisheries Technology
Department of Bangladesh
Agricultural Universilty,
Mymensingh stated that l[lilsa
fishes were being contami-
nated during post-harvest pe-
Hdod through a varicty of sur-
faces including container and
market floor.

"Morcover, unhygienic han-
dling, transportation and
marketing may also contribute
to the total bacterial load in
fish which is particularly re-
sponsible for carly spoilage,”
the study pointed out.

The study rcport prepared
by M Enamul [luq, M Nazrul
Islam and S C Chatterjee held
that a better quality of iced and
salted Hilsa could be produced
by improving traditional tech-
niques of marketing.

Hilsa is generally preserved
in ice for a short period during
marketing, Traditional salting
prescrvations are also being
done in many parts of the
country.

But Hilsa being a [atty fish
deteriorates rapidly during ic-
:ng and salting.

The study reported that
the skin surface of the market
Hilsa contained less bacteria
than the gills and intestines.

The salled fish becomes
contaminated with a varicty of
halophilic bacteria when solar
salt is used. In traditional prac-
tice salted fish are stored in
bamboo-made baskets at nor-
mal temperature, which
favours the growth of many
holotolerant microorganisms,
Morcover, multiplication of
bacteria are favoured during
the wel stack slage in salting
resulting in the reduction of
shell life of the products.

"Gross contamination could
be avoided by general cleaning
and sanitation of boats, landi
decks, containers and usc
ice of good bacteriological
quality”, the study peinted out.

Hilsa 1s one of the most
common and favourite fish not
only to our people but also in
this subcontinent. In
Bangladesh [iflsa (Hilsa ilisa) is
‘the largest single important
fishory ing about 24%

city yesterday protesting
— Star photo

of the yearly catch.
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The Midnight File
Indian film festival
from Jan 10

NEW DELHI. Dec 24: About 150 feature films. i
120 from abroad, will be screened in different sections at
23rd international film festival of India, 1992. 1o be

Bangalore from
inauguration of the || -day

films will be screened in the Indian panorama
with 16 non-feature films. Somc Indian featurcs

January 10. Noted Kannada film actor,
Kumar, will be the chief al a function marking

Twenty-one Indian feature

screened in the mainstream scciulon, reports PTILL
Army rounded up 28
ULFA militants

GUWALIATI, Dec 24 : The body of a Congress () worker

was recovered and a trader kidnapped

Thursday, was

Khagarpur Bazar in Bonﬁlrz::: district yesicrday.

persons have been rounded up for interrogation, an official

spokesman said, reports PTL

Waiting for US recognition

WASIIINGTON, Dec 24 : The Soviet Unton's
its name and
Russian republic as soon as the Uni Statlcs
i siale, a Soviet official said today.
“The embassy can do it (make the change) only afier
ises Lthe Russfan

Washinglon will change

recognises Lhe
United Stalcs

the flag of

i

republic.” the offictal,

who spokt on the condition “e¢ not be identified, said,

reporis Rcuter.
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the nced for setting up small
scale indusirics lor crealing
job opportunitics and prowvid-
ing vocational training to
youths to help them stand on
their own feet.

The Prime Minisler said
"people’'s welflare s owur
supreme consideration. We
will remain above all narrow-
ness when people’'s wellare s
in qucslion.”

The Prime Minister said
the forcign agencies assisting
the country in its development
cefforts had expressed their
confidence in the present gov-
ernmenl and extended the
hands ol cooperation to it

Begum Zia said the march
of the nation on the road o
progress now largely de-
pended on the patriotic forces.

She called upon all to play
their due role to hold the the
next Union Marishad elections
in a [ree and (air atmosphere
and to elect patriotic candi-
datcs.

Earlier, Begum Zia inaugu-
raled the excavation of
Srikhata Bukshula canal at
Kaligan| upazila of the district.

Addressing a large gather-
ing, she called upon all to put
in their voluntary labour to ex-

' PM : Local goods

cavate the canal which would
provide irrigation lacflities to
two thousand acres.

Begum Zia also called upon
the students to join In the
canal digging programme dur-
ing their holidays. She also
called upon Lhe women com-
munity to join in such devel
opment activitics.

The Prime Minister said a
transformer would be provided
‘o the localily under rural
clecirification programme to
reach power o the arcas.

Farida Rahman, MP, Begum
Rebcka Mahmud, MP, and Md
Shahjahan Mia, Whip, also
spoke.

The canal would be 22 km
long creating an opportunily to
produce 4480 metric tons of
addivonal crops.

Begum Zia also addressed a
meeling of the distriet level
officers of Lalmonirhat at the
district circait house. She re-
vicwed the progress ol differ-
ent projects including BSIC
industrial estate, a waler

development projects. _

She reviewed the situation
in varfous secclors including
health, education, food, com-

munication and population
control,

Arms surrender
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termined to curb such activi-
‘tes and it is felt that before
taking any strong action Lhese
elements should be provided
with an opportunity to come
back o normal lile.

With that end in view those
persons who are in session
of unauthorised arms in the
districts of Kushtia,
Chuadanga, Jessore, Magura,
Jhenidah, Narail, Rajbari,
Shariatpur, Madaripur, Barisal,
Jhalakathi, Pirojpur and
Narsingdi arc hercby asked to
surrender with their arms and
ammunition to the nearest po-
lice station during the period
between December 25 and
January 8. No action under the
normal Arms Acl will be taken
against those who will surren:
der during the period.

Il cases are pending against
thosc¢ who will surrender with
the concerned or other police
stations, their cascs will be
treated with sympathy under
the existing laws of the coun-
try. The government will also
consider with sympathy, to
take cflcctive steps for the re-
habilitation of those persons so
that they could lead a normal
life with the mainstream of
socicty.

The government is deter-
mined to take all-out and stern
measurcvs against those ele-
ments who would not surren-
der within the stipulated time,

No mercy will be shown lo
anyone caught in the drive
againsl terrorism, aflter the
deadline is over. -

The government wants Lo
reitcrate that it is the constitu-
tvonal responsibility of the gov-
ernment lo maintain law and
order and cstablish rule of law
in the arcas mentioned and all
sther parts of the country. It is
cxpected that all concerned
quarters would extend 'r-
ation to the government in this
task and thcreby help consoli-
datec a social system based on
democratic norms.”

Ctg Port
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The dock workers at
Tuesday’'s meeting assured the
stevedores' association that
they would be punctual in their

dulics.

The stevedores' associalion
is the recruitling nt of
some 10,000 dock workers of
the port.

Truck drivers in Chitllagong
started an indcflinite strike
from December 16, demand-
ing appointment lctters.

The strike has been causing
damages to exports. The.
Garment Manulacturer and
Exporters' Association
(BGMEA) alleged that the gar-
ments sector alone was losing
Taka 20 crore everyday be-
cause ol the strike.

- In addition to the existing Telephone
Numbers of "Che Duily Star”, 3 (three)
| more PABX lines have been installed.

The 3 (three) new PABX

Telephone Numbers are :24 50 61
24 50 62
24 50 63
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