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PHED instals 525
deep tubewells

Dec 24 : The Public Health

Engineering Department has
installed 525 decp tubewells
in NMhola district for ensuring

ly of pure drinking waler
m rurli'u . reports [3SS.
According

to an official
source, of the total, 261 decp
tubewvlls were installed under
post-cyclone rehabilitation
programme while 274 dcep

tubewells installed wunder
Annual Development
Programme.

A total of 2,10,000 rural
people have been geltling pure
drinking water afller installa-
tion of the deep tubewells,

BoGra

Procurement of
aman paddy
hampered

Dec 24 : Aman paddy pro-
curement drive is being ham-
pered in 16 districts of north-
ern zone in the current season
as the demands of the mill
owners for an gnhancement of
crushing ratc and transporta-
tion cost was nol fulfilled yet,
reports UNB.

Procurement has also been
hampering because market
price and government pur-
c rale arc said Lo be par-
allel. Per maund paddy are be-
ing sold in the markets here
between Tk 235 and 250.

Aman procurcment larget
has been fixed at 3.84 lakh
metric tons in northern zone.
District wise larget are as fol-
lows: [Bogra-1.5 lakh,
‘Jaipurhat-25 thousand, Ran-
gpur-20 thousand, Lalmo-
nirhat-4 thousand, Kuri-gram-
6 thousand, Gaibandha-8
thousand, Nilphamari- 10 thou-
sand, Sirajganj-3 thousand,
Pabna-5 thousand, Rajshahi- 10
thousand, Natorc-62 thousand,
Naogaon-20 thousand, Cha-

- thousand, Dina-
jpur-70 thousand, Thakurgaon-
25 thousand and Panchagarh-
10 thousand. |

It is gathered that one third
of the iotal rice production in
the country was produced in
Bogra district alone this year.
Bul oul of tolal Larget, only 50
melric lons were procured so
far since November 15.

SHARIATPUR

Wheat will be
cultivated In
6000 hectares

Dec 24 : A tolal of 6000
hectares of land has been ear-
marked for cultivation of wheat
in 8 upaxilas of the district
during the current scason, re-
porlts UNB.

According to Agriculture
, B30

Zanjira, 1435 bheclares in
Bhederganf, 470 hecuares in
and 660 hectares in
Goshairhal uparilas.
Al least | 1,820 metric tons
of wheat are expected to be

produced duri the scason,
hmmuﬂz

Another report adds
Agriculiure Extension
Department” has taken up a

mme Lo bring 700
of land under sugar-
canc cultivation in 6 upazilas of

Help ensure

modem urban
facilities
Dec 24 - Minister for Social
Wellare and Women Aflairs

up cvery municipality as an cf-
fective and beticr service  ord-

entod organization o ensure
modern urban (acilities for Lhe

inhabitunts, reports ISS.

He was addressing a dis-
cussion mecting at Jessore
Municipality premises ar-
the Jessore

wias
by Md. Ishague
Chairman, Jessore
Municipality, and leaders of
Jessore Municipality
Union.

The Minister said Lhat

“from their

Dec 24 : Police arrcsted
nine alleged hoodlums from
Assasuni upazila and recovered
one country made gun, 5 lve
cartridges and 22 crackers
posscssion, rcporls
UNB.

Acting on a secrecl
information, police raided
Nakerkhali and Muktakhali
Shrimp Culture Ficld camps of
Assasuni upazila and caught
th¢em red handed recently.

The arrested nine are Rajab
Ali, Harazhan, Lutfor, Mozam,
Moksed,  Abdul, Majid, Abdur
and Rajid.

Police said, thc alleged
miscreants were preparing to
take posscssion of a disputed
plot of land al the instance of a
shrimp culturist.

Two secparate cascs were
regisicred with the police.

PABNA
Biting cold
leaves 2 dead

Dec 24 Two people
including a woman dicd of
biting cold in the town here
during the last two days,
reports UND.

Abed Ali (55), day labourcr
died at the bus terminal on
Sunday night. Another
unidentifiecd woman (45) died
of biling cold in [ront of Pabna
Town llall Saturday moming.

Chilly weather has been
prevailing in 16 northern
districts during the last three
days causing extreme suflcring
to poor and distresscd people.

The lowest tempcratlure
recorded here Sunday was 8.6
degree celsius, official sources
said.

(GAIBANDHA

42 phone lines
disconnected

Dec 24 Telcphone
Department disconnected 42
telephong connections here 1o
recover overdues of about Taka
cight lakhs, reports UND.

About Tk 7.72 lakh re-
mained outslanding from 42
more cases flled against the
consumers of the district.

The department has also 1s-
sued notices o further 153
consumcrs to pay Lheir dues.

MAGURA

Tk 36 lakh for
construction
of 3 roads

Dee 24 : Government has
sanctioned Tk 36.10 lakh for
construction and rcpair of
three roads in Jessore during
the current fiscal year, reports
UNB.

According o the Executive
Engineer of Roads and
H Department, Jessore
circle, 23.98 lakh has been
sanhctioned for construction of
Jessore-Jhenidah Road, Tk
11.83 lakh for Jessorc-Narail
Road and Tk 19,000 for
Jhenidah-Jessore Road.

Work on the roads, started
recently, would be completed

next year, he said.

With the implementation of
the scheme, road communica-
tion in the area will be im-

proved o a greal extenl.
BARISAL

Floating dock
needs repair

y the river Kirt-
onkhola is feared o become
fully inoperative for lack of
maintenance and repair, re-
ports UND.

The dock, sct up in 1968,
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RAJSHAHI : Acting Vice-Chacellor of RU, Prof. Atful Hai Shibli addressing a meeting on "Joint declaration of three

alliances” held recently at Kazi Nazrul Islam Auditorium of the University.
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50,000 acres under

Delay in dam
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construction to

~ hamper boro cultivation

From Our Correspondent

PATIYA, Dec 24: The culti-
vation of IRRI-Boro on 50
thousand acres of land under
Chakaria upazila will be ham-
pered if four temporary cross
dams arc not built on
Matamuhuri river on an cmer-
gency basis. It may be men-
tioned here that the fate of
three lakh and 50 thousand
pcasants depends on this irri-
gation project.

It is reported that since the
independence of the country
over 50 thousand acres of land
are brought under Boro culti-
vation and vegclable farming
through erccting four tempo-
rary cross dams on Matamuhiri
river every year under the ini-
tiative of Relief and
Rehabilitation Ministry at a
cost of Taka 20 lakh.

But this ycar no appropriate
mcasure has yet been taken up
by the higher authoritics con-
cermed to conlract the cross
dams for reasons unknown.

According to official sour-

ces, the District Adminis-

‘tration of Cox's Bazar forwar-

ded four schemes to the
Ministry ol Relicl and Rehabi-
litation for allocation of 518
metric tons ol wheat under
Food for Works PMrogramme
(FWI" for this purposc under
special consideration.

The local Member of Par-
liament (MP) Mr Enamul
lloque Manju called on per-
sonally Lthe ministers con-
cerned on November 10 and
26 respectively regarding the
matter but unfortunately he
did not gct any positive assur-
ancu.

3csides, the Commissioncer
ol Chitlagong division dcspat-
ched a telex message vide
memo No. 269 (4)/4-12-91] Lo
the cabincl Secrclary, chicf
Secretary to the Prime
Minister's Sccrctariat and the
Sceretarics of the Ministrics of
Reliel and Irrigation regarding
the mallter.

Talking to this correspon-
dent Mr. Haliz Muhammad
Amanullah, Vice-President of
Social Wclfare Federation,
Chittagong division urged upon
the Prime Minisler to look
into the matter for immediate
implecmentation of the irriga-
tion project by December of
the current year in order to
yicld crops valued at Taka 50
Crore.

Mcntion may be made here
that the peasants of the locality
have been undergoing much
cconomic hardship as they had
lost their hearth and home by
the unprecedented cyclonic
slorm accompanicd by tidal
surge on April 29 of this ycar
which lelt a trail ol terrible de-
struction throughout the arca.

Local people are ol the
opinion that this irrigation
project may usher in a new
aspiration’ among the tornado
viclims of Chakaria upazila.
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All lé insltitutions _closed_

No funds for trading

medical assistants

MAULVI BAZAR , Dec 24:
Ten Medical Assistants
Tratming Schools (MATS) out
of 18 in the country have been
closed for want of necessary
fund.
* The remaining 8 MATS are
also running with many prob-
lems. Admission inlo ncw ses-
sion have also been » for
want of fund and decision from
the respective ministry since
1987,

The MATS were opened
with the financial assistance of

the Netherlands Government

in Maulvi Bazar., Bagerhat,
Faridpur, Bogra, Noakhali, Co-
milla, Tangail, Kushtia, Siraj-
gonj, Munshigonj, Pirojpur,
Magura, Kurigram, Thakurgaon
and Chapaina in 1980.

In 1988, oul of 18 Medical
Assistants Training Schools
(MATS). 10 were closed as Lthe
contract with the Netherlands
Covernment was nol reviewed.,
Aftcr closure of ten MATS the
remaining cight MATS are

runnifg in the districis of
Noakhali, Comilla, Bagcrhat,
Faridpur, Kushtia, Sirajgonj,
Tangail and Bogra.

it ts lecarnt that, from 1980
to 1985 more than S000 stu-
dents were trained up in these
MATS. Later on, mosi of them
are absorbed in rural health
centres, hospitals and family
welfare centres.

It be mentioned here
that H";{S had been build up
Second Grade physicians by
three years course one
year Internceship training.
After Completion, successiul
students re

Council as Diploma Physician.
A Medical Assistant (Dip-
loma who scrved in
a rural health centre at Maulvi
Bazar as Assistant Physician
told The Dafly Star that though
the government absorbed
them in Health and Family
Planning Departments but
their statuesque of posi,
remained undecided. Present
designations of the post of
Medical Assistants is impract-
cal and it is not their identity,
he disclosed. A Diploma
Engineer is scrving the coun-
try as Sub-Assisiani Engineer

From Our correspondent

and everywhere Lheir pride ol
post is — same. Bul in the case
of the Modical Assistants, their
identity yet to be finalised. So
in the service life they were
deprived ol duc position. He
also added that the govern-
ment had taken a decision
about service and designation
of Medical Assistants In 1985
but even now it is under con-
sideration llecalth and Family
Welfare Ministry of govern-
ment.

In behall of countrys
Mcdical Assistants, he de-
manded prompl deciston ol
government on the job de
scriptfon and designation of
Medical Assistants for greater
interest of better health scr-
viee,

Fishermen's problems

A UNDB reports says:
Fishermen of the district have
been facing difficult in pursu-
ing their vocation for want ol
fund and price hike of the fish-
ing appliances.

About 10,000 fishcrmen ol
six upazilas have been so badly
affected that a majority of
them are forced to take up
other vocation for mere sur-
vival.

The abnormal price of fish-
ing nets, boats and other re-
lated appliances have crippled
the economic eondition ol Lthe
fishing community.

A number of fishecrmen ol
the district said that they wore
not getting financial support
boecause of undue interferences
of the local influcncial people.

The jalmahals, becls and
other waler bodics are being
leascd oul to these non — pro-
fessionals who are widely ex-
ploiting the genuine the fish-
crmen.

Genuine fishermen are pre-
vented from caiching fish by
hired maslans who forcibly
takc away their boats and nets,
they told UNB.

" Stkdarpara

Elaborate programmc has
been chalked oul (o set up a
new model religious institute
namely Zainal Abedeen Muhius
Sunnah (Dakhil) Madrasah at
East Bara Bheola of Chakaria
upazila soon under the initia-
tive of local educationists and
philanthropists. A strong
commfitee has been formed to
manage the institute.

Mrs. Alhaj Zakera Khanam
Chowdhury (Lobnus]) wile a
Alhaj Sirajul Hoque Chowdhury
of North Nalabila village under
Moheshkhali island donated a
plot of 0.80 acres land to Lhe
proposed instilule by a regis-
tercd deed No. 3903 on
November 20 last.

Mr. Hafliz Muhammad Ama-
nullah and Mr. Shawkal
Uthman, President and Gene-
ral Secretary respectively ol
Samaj Kalyan
Samily congratulated the
donor for her benevolence.,

Construction of
road for new

ferry ghat
demanded

SIRAJGANJ, Dec 23 : BIWTA

| has demanded construction of

a road between Nolcia and
Shingulichar to complement
its plan for a new ferry ghat at

| the route, reports UNB.

It is an alternative to the
ferry route between Sirajgan
and Bhuapur which remai
closed for the last two months,
officials here said Saturday.

The new waterway has been
proposed at Shingulichar as
water level at that point of
river Jamuna remained suffi-
cient at all time of the year.

The Strajganj-Bhuapur Ferry
Service was suspended
October 29 and since then
Arichaghat has been used for

ferrying the transports.

Moreover, they feared im-

ng suspension of railway
rry service between Jag-

annath and Sinjﬂ due
to u:mmwj of s in
the Jamuna.

The proposal to construct a
connecting road between

Nolcia and Shingulichar was

but the construction
work is yet to be started due to
unknown reasons, the officials
sadd

Primary School

l not bother to oblige
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Divorce rate u]ﬁ in Chuadanga

Court verdicts not

carried out
From Qur Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Dec 21 : The
rate of divorce in four upazilas
of the district has becomc
alarming and the existing laws
of the country are yet to be
implemented regarding the is-
sue.

According to an unelficial
report, about 4,000 women are
being divorced by their hus-
bl.l'l!l every year in the dis-
trict.

Most of the upazila courts
have noticed the rate of di-
vorce and mainienance cases.
The presence of young women
and expectant mothers al the
courts regarding divorce has
become a regular scene.,

In most cases, the court
verdicls are not carried oul
properly, it is alleged. Some
unruly persons in co ration
'lrlthzu:n.l lnﬂu::null-o:::n do
the court
orders, il is further informed.
Naturally, the divorced women
and their relatives become
hopeless and their respect Lo-
wards law of the country, de-
crease.

Many of such cascs do not
appear before the court being
disheartened with such ex-
amples. Some of Lhe cases do
not dare Lo appear before the
court for fear of exislence.

The correspondent had
talks with a number of
divorced women of the locali-
ties and came o know that
they had been deprived of the
claims aller the divorce. The

own ways (o live. The prevail-
ing siluation compels them to
indulge in anti-social activities.

it s gathered that most of

the divorced women have fn
the meantime e them-
sclves in smuggling of Indian
goods. In some cases, they had
chosen the profession of a
te for mere livelihood.

the pourashava arcas are now
in a pitiable condition and

necd urgent improvement for
smooth running of wehicular

traflic and movements of the

pedestrians.
The condition of most busy
and Importanl Kedarganj-

Barobazar and Barvbasar-itail-
way Station roads have become
unworthy for vehicular move-
ment duc to lack of proper
maintenance. Cracks and
pothholes have developed in
mosil of Lhe roads for which
the rickshaws, push carts can
even ply without any loss.

The inhabitants of Lhe town
have urged the concerned au-
thorities to take steps for im-
mediate repair and improve-
ment of the roads of the town
for beller vehicular traflic
movement.

Taltolh Market needs

expansion

BORGUNA, Dec 24: Taltoli
Market., onc of the busiest
business centre of the district
has been [acing multifarious
problems for long: reports
UNB.

Inadequatc drainage sys-
tem, scarcity of pure waler,
shortage of accommodation
and dearth of conservancy ser-
vices have been hampering the

smooth f[unctioning of the

market.

During the last few yecars
the market was not expanded
commensurate with the
growth of buycrs and sellers
crealing problems in busincss
transaction.

The roads insidc the mar-
ket are not spacious enough Lo
facilitate easy movement ol Lhe
vchicles and pedestrians.

Ur:plnnncd ercclion of shops
has further narrowed the
roads. About a hundred unau-
thoriscd shops have becen
construclted recently by some
dishoncst businessmen.

The market authoritics carc
little to keep the market ncat
and clcan, although they re-
alise increased tolls and taxes
from the traders and shop-
keepers, it is alleged.

licaps of and flths
are always du in varfous
places ol the market polluting
the atmosphere. In the ab-
scnce of drainage system the
markets become muddy and
slippery after a slight rainfall.

The market goers have to
take contaminated water from
the and canals as
the only rcmains oul
of order for a long time.

Besides, the people re-
spond to the call of naturc in
open space in the absence of
sanilary latrines and urinals
polluting the environment.

The market has nol yel

been properly clectrificd and

the major portion of the arca
plunges into darkness afler

sundown risc o anti-
social activities.

Traders coming (from far
flung areas of the rict have

been facing much difficultics
in the absence ol residential
hotel in the market.

Local people have urged the
authorities to takc immediate
sicps to remove the problems.

Villagers at Borguna have
been lurning to banana cultiva-
tor which they find morc -
itable than the traditional co-
conul, pulse, betel-nul, jule
and pcpper.

Plenty of various kinds of
banana arc growing in Amtali,
Bamna, Betagl, Patharghata and
Sadar upazilas.

Sagar, sabri, khatali are the
main varictics which grow in
this district abundantly.

According to sources,
banana is being cultivated in
10,000 acres of land in B
upazilas of the district and the
acrcage is gradually rising ev-
Cry year.

Al prescnt, the cultivalors
arc said to be carning Taka 3
tlo 4 crore annu from

"banana production on about

7000 acres of land.

25,000 by invesiing Taka
15,000 on in onc acre.

More and more invesiments
arc madc on banana cul-
divation and its potentials are
still widening, an informed
source said.

mm;m-
tion could be doubled i trriga-
tton and credit facilities were

exiended.
Experts said thal the coun-

iry could earn foreign
currency cvery year by export-
ing banana.

Massive boro
cultivation plan

paddy

From Our Correspondent

SYLIET, Dec 24 @ A mas-
stve programme has been
taken up in all the four dis-
tricts Greater Sylhet region

| during the gurrent season lo

cultivate Boro on 3 lakh
50 thousand and 40 hectares
of land.

The districts are Sylhel,
Habiganj, Moulvibasar and
Sunamgan).

According to an official
source, the programme,
Intensive Rabi Crops Farming

mme’ is being imple-
mented with the help of the
Agriculture Extension De-
partment. The total area in-
cludes, 1,907,987 hectares ol
different High Yielding
Varieties and 1,580,083 h-
ectares of different local va-

' total of paddy

The i
preduction h-l:an fixed at
8.04,. 141 metric tonnes, the
source added. It includes,
6.34.972 metric tonnes ol
nga Yielding Varielles and
2.50, 160 metric tonnes of lo-
cal varicties.

— Star photo Suffickent amounts of loan

tributing the loan lhmc
thelr rural branches, t
source informed.

A Solo photlographic Ex-

hibition of Mr. Narayan Dey
nju was held at Kulaura




