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A National Book Policy

The announcement by Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia that the government would soon in-
troduce a national book policy is Limely as it is re-
assuring. The statement, made on Sunday at the
opening of a book fair organised by the
National Book Centre, indicated that the

proposed policy would serve a number of

objectives
As the Prime Minister rightly said, the policy

should be so designed as to encourage reading
habit among our educated class, and that
this would help In the consolidation of democracy
in the country. At some point, it should also
involve production of text books for the country's
primary and secondary schools, which contain
materials on democracy, political pluralism
and even human rights. Only experts can decide
how this should be done. Here, lesson
can be drawn [rom the experience of other
developing countries. In effect, we have to take a
new look at the whole question ol writing and
production of text books for our schools and
colleges.

When it comes to promoting Lhe reading habit
among our educated or new literate class, it
would serve little or no purpose just to
spread the word, "Read more books.” Due to their
financial difficulties, most middle class families
are unable to spend much on books, newspapers
and periodicals. The alternative is to set up as
many public libraries in Dhaka and In

districts and upazilas as possible, in co-
operation with public-spirited individuals and
organisations. Such Ilibraries should have
special children's sections. At the same time, we
should increase the number of mobile libraries
which can go from one upazila to another and
even show movies on the literacy campaign,
population planning, care of environment and
such other issues of national interest.
It is important to make reading look more like a
joy and pleasure than a formidable challenge
and a hard task. In countries which have
effectively dealt with the problem: of illiteracy, all
kinds of innovative devices have been used to
meet the challenge, such as the introduction of
comic books sold from the roadside shops at
subsidised prices.

Unless its terms of references are announced,
we would not know how much the proposed
book policy will cover. At this stage, we would
suggest that the policy should take into

account the rights of authors, the question of

copyright and the movement of reading

materials among neighboring countries
in South Asia. In a country like Bangladesh where
the literacy rate is pathetically low, the question
of giving our authors access (0 new markets,
either iIn their original publication
or in translation, is a vital one, which
will make or unmake our book industry. These
are only some of the issues involved in the
preparation of a national book policy. We
suggest that these issues are carefully
discussed and examined by a committee of
experts and representatives of different interests
connected with the industry. Our aim should be
to produce a policy that lasts a long time and
serves the overall national interests, not a policy
based on expediency and short-term commercial

gatns. |

The Message of Christmas

The Christmas, the season of goodwill, is here.
While the formal observance of the day
may be conlined to our Christian brethren, its
message of peace and love remains
universal, especially for a country like Bangladesh.
It is particularly important in a nation where
people of different religions live side by side, in
harmony, practising their faiths in quiet
solemnity. This harmony should be further
sirengthened and given new meanings and
dimensions.

This year, Christmas comes at a time when de-
spite its new political dispensation,
Bangladesh continues to face discord and
violence, at all different levels of the society. The
educated class, not to mention those
who have been denied the right to read and
write, view the [future with cynicism,
while sections of people indulge in activities
which are contrary (o all our religions, Islam,
Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity.
When people pray in the Churches loday, their
minds will be filled with the hope that what we
see around ourselves may prove to be a passing
phase and that despite the shadow cast over our
present soclo-economic life, we will not be
denied of a place in the sun, in this generation or
next. .

The same message of hope and harmony
should be heard in different places, among peo-
ple in the trouble-torn countries in all the
contnents, among the hungry millions in Africa,
in Sri Lanka which is desperately trying to end its
ethnic conflict and among the people
in Eastern Europe and in former Soviet Union
who are creating a new history of
their own. Above all, the message of goodwill
should echo through the divided city of
Jerusalem, the occupied ‘Arab territories and
Israel, the home of three great religions, Islam.
Christianity and Judaism, the message that
should rekindle in all of them the urge to live
together in peace and hope. Let this message of
Christmas be heard, loud and clear, throughout
the world.
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clection takes place peacefully,
on its due date.

had been pro- the streets. directed “an armed he imposed in June last when Though the FIS s split on
months the Thereafter, the Government * against the security of the rioting aborted the general tactics, it §s hard to see it tak-
were  ordered a crack-down against Siate.” clection due at that time. On ing part in an clection while
the Islamic radicals. Troops raided The show of force falled 10 Scpicmber 20 last. he lified its leaders are in prison. It is
fundamentalist strongholds, bring a quick end to the tur- the state of sicge and set the more likely 1o exclude itself
scizing arms and ammunitions. lﬂlluﬂmrﬂ election, twice postponed pre calling for a boycott.
They also arrested Abbasi the top leadership the - Vbu for December 26
and Al — the the government to new- Ahmed Ghozali, newly As President, Mr. Chadh
two most prominent leaders of tralize the most wing installed Prime Minister afler can afford to gambile. An elec-
the Islamic Salvation Front of the Algeria's main opposi- the events of June, has been tion for his own job does not
(FIS), Algeria’'s increasingly tion group. But subsequent striving to organise the new take place until 1993, and he
lapsed into vielence. The powerful fundamentalist mov- events not seem to indi- eclections. In his address to the has fended off pressure to ad-
Islamic party, realising that emcnt — as well as more than cate any positive resull in this  Algerian Parllament, he said vance the date. By then, f
they had been outwitled with & 2000 of their followers. The direction. Though its leaders that he was commitied to free, 's ambitious economic
mildish electoral fNddie and government charged Madani are in jail, its offices shut democratic presidential and m under the new Prime
that it had virtually no chance and Belhad) with having down, and its newspapers clections. He Minister succeed. support for
of winning an outright majority fomented, organiscd and banned, the Islamic sought to walk a middle the Islamic opposition may
at the parliamentary election Front (F1S) remains the Bveli- ground between the National have passed its peak. in fact,
due on June 27, toek o the est of the political parties in Liberation Front which has the success of the FIS was
:fﬂiltmm-mm“ Algeria. On November 1st, the controlled the ment more a voie against the FLN,
t rejected the litical ‘gan demanding that the anniversary of the start of since gained indepen-  the ruling party. The common
tmbn #n:l-mn‘ one ,F:m.ther, presidential election, due at Algeria’s war of independence, dence in 1962 and opponents wisdom is that the FIS s actu-
Algerians were leflt with a the end of 1993, should be some 300,000 supporters in the Islamic Fundamentalist ally a response to 30 years' of
miserable choice between the  held immediately. marched throy central Movement. "We will not allow mismanagement,
two big fish: either the Islamic Alter days and nights of o de the estab- any whoever they be, 0 'and a ruined economy
fundamentalists who gather 10 ever nastier clashes in Algers ‘nl of an Islamic state. block. the realization of this fajled
themselves, through the between the riot police and The size of the lurnout - goal” of free clections and de-  of the
mosque, the poorest of the young men led by Islamic mili gested that if the party shou mocratization, he said. tion of
poor: or the old party chie- tants, President Chadli choose to take part in parlia- ~ who support
ftains and hacks trying Benjedid brought the agitating mentary election, it would The President also scems return
urgently, but with mixed clectoral process to a vielent stand a chance of winning dctermined to get the eclee- ity, honesty, and due
success, to change their end On 4th June he declared more votes than any of its ri- tions under way. Last October, _ alues
colours. a draconiah four-month state vals. he appointed Maj General py 30
The proud hope that Algeria  of siege for the whole country, Notwithstanding the uncer- Larbi Belkkheir, his hand (ment
would herald a break with the dismissed his government, lainty of the future of the man and a pillar of army,
undemocratic traditions of the  postponed Indefinitely the t ruli party ([FLN), as minister of the interfor, Now,
Arab world had been blown sky  clections due June 27, and mﬂ Chadli Benjedid topk  with responsibility for making cide whet
high Algerias Islamic mili- Julv 1R and sent lanks Into a ftentative sitep towards  sure that, on this occasion, the  streect or at the polls.
N solidarity with the Careols, devotional songs. The rived at the cave with their mission s another
Christians all over the kirfan parly usually comprising w‘mw gifis for the baby. Thus Jesus, _..m
world, the Christians in  of young boys who visit the crowd specially the children,  dresses. The mid-night func-  as it was predicted and be-
Bangladesh every year ccle-  Christan [amilies to sing devo-  turms 1t into a dreamiand. tion reminds the Christians of licved by the Christians, the bueing predominantly rendered

brate Christmas as their prime
religious [estival on the 25th ol
December. CIHIRISTMAS is the
birth day of Jesus Christ and it
is celebrated with much pomp,
grandeur and colourful displays
as an carncsl expression of ju-
bilation, cclebration and tri-
umph of humanity. The Chris-
tmas is nol mcre riles and
rituals, it is a cullurec of
promise for an immortal lifc
and as such it has a spcecial
significance in Christian hiving.

The Christmas tide gathers
its momentium as Lhe winter
fogs bccome thick in carly
December. PPeople start send-
ing out Christmas Cards to
friends and rclatives living far
and near. They buy gifts for
friends, ncar and dcar ones.
One may casily presume that

the grecting cards in voguce in!

different forms and for various
purposcs in the present world
have mostly emwerged from the
cxchanges of Christmas Cards.

The cnthusiasm and jubila-
tion mounts with the prepara-
tional aclivities such as com:
posing and tuning Christnuis
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ttonal numbers and dance o
the tunc and rhythm is very
popular in the villages. Of
course, they have gained
enough popularily in cilics oo,
[csides, the youth clubs ar-
range drama, varicty shows
etc. The houses are colourfully
decoraled as the financial ea-
pacily permits. Christmas Troe
ornamentied with lights, cards,
gifts ete. adds more glamour 10
the whole of the festivity. Most
of the familics make a replica-
tion of the manger lo com-
memorale the birth ol Christ.
Stars of vartous sizes [ramed by
bamboo sticks and wrapped
with coloured papers
hoisted on the top of the
houscs and the trees. In the
villages, the carthen walls and
vards arc acsthetically serib-
bled with various figures and

forms by the village folk them-

sclves,

In feeent past, Santa Claus
oo appcated with gifts for the
children. A day is usually fixed
lor observing children function
just aflter Chrisumas and Santa
Claus’'s deseent 1o greet the
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Christmas spccialitics in-
clude cakes and roasts. The lo-
cal eake (.c. pithas like Filis,
Patishapla, Dibica pitha cle.
deserve special mention. In
citics almost cvery f[amily
makcs cakes and pithas by
themselves. In villages local
cakes 1.¢. pithas do dominale
the spoecialtics.

On this occasion, souvenirs
and magarines are brought out
and the national daflics publish
supplements to mark the day
by publishing special features
and writings. The city hotels
loo arrange special pro-
grammes on this occasion. The
members ol other religions
also sharc Lthey joy and happi-
ness of the occasion onc way
or other with their Christian
friends which turns the fostiv
ity all ihe more en le. In a
word, the Christian familics
become very vibrant with activ-
ities as the Christmas ap-
proachcs.

The actual festivily starts
with the mid-night Mass in Lhe
Churches. Most pcople spe-
cially the children put on mew
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dusus’ birth in the shivering

cold night at Bethichem. Jesus

wis born In a manger of a cave.

Al that time, census was
taking place in that country.
To register their names like
olher people Maria and
Joscph, the parents of Jesus,
sct out for Bethichem. On ar-
rival at night, they found that
the motels and boarding
houscs were packed up with
people from [ar and distant ar-
cas. After a long scarch, find-
ing no other allernative means
of accommeodaltion, they had to
lake shelter in a cave meant
for the shepherds and shecp.
On that night of nights Jesus
wits born in the manger of the
cave. The three Magis (the
wise men) instrucled by the
Divine Spirit set oul to wor-
ship the awailed baby.
The saviour,

forward for ycars logcther. On
cancls they sct outl to sce the
ncew born baby. A bright STAR
led Lheir path ahead. Following
thiit shining star the Magis ar-
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r whom people
had becn anxiously looking .
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King of all kings without the
kingdom on Earth, came into
this world to save the sinners
in a most humblc way. lic led
an austere e and In a short
time of thirty-three years he
alia, for love, sacrifice, charity,
forgivencss, service o the sick
and poor. His most enlighten-
ing teaching is “Love thy
ncighbour as thysell.”

In pursuant to Jcesus'
icachings, thousands made #t
their lives' commitments (o
work for the neglected and

r people in the form of

uman services o the needy,
unloved and uncared for. Mau
cducational institution, -
tals and clinics, lcprosy cure
centres and drug addicts’ re-
habilitation stand
as (estimonics o that effect.
The orphanages for the help-

less children, (he cooperatives

to mitigate Lthe economic

hardship of small houscholds,

among others, stand out.
Iuman Right Movement under
the Peace and Justice Com-

ESTERN FEuropcan

governments arc swi-

nging the door shut on
thousands of rclugegs escaping
poverty, e¢xploitalion and
human rights violations in the
Third Woerld and Eastern
Europe.

Against a backdrop of rising
unemployment and economic
stagnation, Western European
governments are being chal-
lenged by an aggressive and
politically promincnt right
wing which blames thc cco-
nomic situation almost exclu-
sively on permissive immigra-
tion policies of Lhe past.

The Council of Ministers of
the Eurcpean Community (EC)
have responded to the situa-
tion by announcing plans to re-
strict futurc migration and
admission of refugees. The EC
also proposcs scvere fines for
employers who sccretly hire
illegal immigrants.

However, the council did
offer a package of legal guaran-
tees to Lhose migrants and
refugees already inside the EC

that will give them the same -

rights as other EC workers
when economic borders fall at
the end of 1992,

The measures are similar to
those taken by the US gov-
ernment lo reduce the number
of illegal workers slipping into
the country, measure that have
so far proven largely ineflec-
tve. ‘
Germany has begun Lo Lry to
control the flow of refugees by
locking asylum applicants in
the diplomatically titled mass
"collection camps”, f(rom
where asylum seckers can be

College

Sir, Attention of the
Teachers’
Mymensingh Medical Collcge
has been drawn to a news item
published in the 12th
December issue of The Daily
Star as "Immediate reopening
of Mymensingh Medical
College demanded.” The fact

remains that the Mymensingh
Medical College was closed on
November 8 to clash be-
tween political rival ups
and the situation was nd
control of the college adminis-
tration. .
However, the agsociation
was surprised at holding of
a press conference by a section
of students at a time when the

Association of'

Europe :

Under pressure from a politically powerful
right wing, Western European govern-
ments have announced plans to restrict
future migration and admission of
refugees from the Third World and
Eastern Europe, reports Alejandro Kirk of

IPS from Brussels.

quickly dcported if their ap-
plications are rejected or dis-
believed.

The camps werc madce
possible by a [ragile agreement
between Christian and Social
Democrats that began o crack
almost immediatcly.

Chancellor 11élmut Kohl in-
sisted in amending the asylum
rights established in the
German constitution, and pro-
poscd mcasures o allow bor-
der guards to decide the ap-
plicants’ status on the spot.

Around 200,000 asylum
scekers  are  expected in
Germany this year alone.
Across the EC, the number of
applicants rose to 327,000 in
1990. Other non-EC European
countrics ltke Austria, Sweden
and Swilzerland also received
thousands of requests every
year.

The legal problems of
refugees in Europe have been
complicated by a dramatic rise
in the number of racist at-
tacks, particularly in Germany,
where there have been several
strious asspulls

0on
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decision of rcopening of the
college was alrcady t1aken
much carlier. The association
expresses deep concern at the
non-specific allegation made
against the Principal of
Mymensingh Medical College
who is also a bonafide member
of the Teachers' Association of
Mymensingh Medical College.

Md. Zahurul Ilague
Secrelary,

Teachers’ Association of
Mymensingh Medical College.

Agency Commission

Sir, | am one of the many
businessmen in the country.
When | submitted applicalion
for payment of my agency
commission. from the con-
cerned government office |
was told that the government

work permits and visas by the

Mozambiquan students and
Turkish "guest workers”,

Gypsics in Spain have been
victims of official and unofficial
discrimination. In the
Andalucian town of Jaen, a
mob that razed a Gypsy camp
and chased them out of town
was led by the socialist town
mayor.

In ltaly, working class
ncighbourhoods and substan-
tial parts of the population in
northern citics have protesied
against the opening of shelters
for homeless immigrants and
dcfended people who have
beaten and killed African
workcers and sludents in Italy.

The Liga Lombarda party,

gaining strength in northern

ltaly, not only proposes the
cexpulsion of Third World citi-
zens, but also wamnts a ban on
Iltalian cmigration from the ru-
ral south to the richer north.
In the EC administrative
capital of Brussels, subtle mu-
nicipal regulations allow city
councils to reject foreigners,
even il they have been granted

wits facing acute financial eri-
sis. Therclore, | should walt
for some time.

But has the government
stopped incurring expendi-
tures against the monthly re-
munerations and other bene-
fits in respect of the govi. secr-
vants? Dusinessmen, including
the importcrs and exporters
get their commission once in
scveral months or even years
with which they manages their
families for several months or
years Lill they get another
business. They also mect their
office expenditures with this

money which the government

It is as much illogical and
unethical 1o withhold govt. of-
ficers’ salaries and allowances,

- servants don't.

‘ration, car, telephone, gas

electricity, travelling and dlﬂy

lamming the Door o

- businessmen have to

———— i — .

Re

ugees

Bovernment.

In France, the right-wing
National Front has built up a
15 per cent clectoral share
nationwide over the last few
ycars with its xenophobic
policies and calls for the repa-
triation ol immigrants.
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allowances, expenses on out-
station accommeodation and
frec-furnished quarters for the
high officials, on the grounds
of financial crisis as it is to
withhold agency commissions
'of importer/exporters cte. on
similar grounds. Further, the
! pay
salaries to their stafl as well as
incur expenditures on main-
taining office premises and
looking afler their principals.
The attitude of withholdin
agency commission on such
grounds as ¢xplained above
manifests and encourages cor-

m?{hn. f.e. attitlude, on com-
sion, among some such

n to briel and per-
suade the high offictals of the
government.

In view of the above, il is

most carnestly requested that
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The London Financial
Times, newspaper recently
quoted German Social

Democrat Oskar Lafontaine, as
saying that Germany faced a
greater problem with Easlern
Europcan immigrants of
German ancestry, of whom
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the government be kind
enough to issue office eircular
facilitating payment of busi-
nessmen's commission so that
none of them is compelled to
entice any official when it s al-
leged that during the period of
cri::lh:um high officials tend
to b

A businessmen
Dihalea.

BUET Situation

Sir. Recently | went to the
BUET campus and saw the
condition of the vehicles burnt
by n:‘uiderl. The sight is
enou lo gencrate
for the unfortunate mw.
tcacher's salary s not enou
to replace a motorcar,
teachers of BUET are refrain-

400,000 arrived in unificed

Germany last year.,
The paper speculated that

as many as 25 million Sovicis

might jry to cross the borders
into EC countries over the
nex!t few years and that per-
haps two million Eastern
Europeans do the same each
year,

The United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) ex-
ccutive director Dr Nafiz Sadik
has al warned that the
migratory would not only
bc massive, but unstoppable in
forthcoming years.

By imposing unfair irade
rules and financial constraints
on the Third World, the North
had not only denied the South
the means to achieve sustain-
able development, but had also

. planted the seed for a future

mass migration northwards,
Sadik has said.

- Many countrics are now

home to the children and
grandchildren of migranis
born in the former colonies of
the European power — a gen-
cralion whose feelings were
summed up in the words of a
1980°'s British immigrants’
prolest banner : "We're here
because you were there.”

The unhappy experiences of
these millions of descendants
of former European colonial
subjccts — racism, violence,
social and economie discrimi-
nation — may soon be sharcd
by a ncwer, r and nearcr
gencration of migrants from
the East.

-

ing from taking classes to draw
the atiention of the authorities.
I suggest that the BUET au-

thorities the compensation
to the rtud teachers from
any suftable fund and

the same by levying a -
tion of Tk 1,000/00 per stu-
dent. Classes should resume

forthwith. The levy be col-
lected over a of 10
months.

Why penalize innocent stu-
dents and the for no

fault of theirs? Because there
is no to take care of their
inlcrest? Have they clected a
government which should
choose not o conecern itsell
with the state of aflairs prevail-
ing on 'the campuses in the
country?
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