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BCL plans comeback |

on DU campus soon

By Masud Arif

Awami League buacked
Chhatra Loague (S-A) i» von-
templating resumptidn ol ac
tivitiea on the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus .

The deciston in rcgard
is likely to be announced al a
press conference afler AL chiel
Sheikh llasina's return from

Singapore by the end ol Lhis
month

Leader of the Opposition in
Jatiya Sangsad Shetkh |lasina
announced suspension ol all
organisational activitics of her
party's siudent wing IICL (S-A)
on October 30, following a
flerce gunfight between the
BCL, and ruling BDNP backed
JCD on Octeber 27. The gun-
fight lell three students and a
street urchin dead.

After 55 days. since the
suspension ol ICL (S-A) activi-
ties, BCL kcaders were scen at
the Madhu's Canteen on
December 22 (Sunday).

BCL (S-A) stopped iis ac-
tivities including holding ral-
lles and processions on the DU
campus, following Shcikh
Hasina's decision. The lcaders
of the party cven refrained

Rutskoy meets
Najibullah

KABUL, Dec 23: Russian
Viee President Alexander
met Alghan President

Naj lah here  to discuss
means of scecuring the release
of Sowvict of war from
rebel camps,

diplomats said here today, re-
ports AFP

Al the late Sunday meeting,
the two men alse discussed
Rutskoy's visit to Islamabad,
which resulied in accords 1o
develop wide-ranging bilateral

cooperation between Russia
and Pakistan, the officials said.
“The talks were cordial and
the two leaders discussed is-
sues of mutual interest as well
as concerns such as the Afghan
conflict, the Sovict POW's and
future ns’ between
Russia "and Afghanistan, a
Soviet diplomatic source said.
Meanwhile, Alghan govern-
ment forces [ired medium
range artillery and machine-
Es:d today from garrisons
ficar the Kabul Inter-
national Airport amid rcports
that troops were firing at
ncarby.
¢ almost conlinuous
sound of firing, starting at
11.30 am local time (0600
GMT). came during a visit by
Rutskoy to discuss a political
settlement w0 Lhe con-
et which has left more than
one million dead since 1979.
Military sources said the
troops were firing rocketls and
other weaponry, but diplomats
returning from the airport re-
ported sceing nothing in the
vicinity of the complex.

10 Bangladeshis
stranded in
Albania

DURRES, Dcce 23: The holi-
day of a lifetimc has gone sour
for 95 East Asian tourists,
whose grand tour of Europe
has turned into weeks of frus-
tration in {mpoverished
Albania, reports AP,

. The group of 85 Sri
Lankans and 10 Bangladcshis
has becn moh%iu heels for
three weeks in Durres, walk-
ing disconsolately around the
hotel grounds with the occa-
sional volicyball game servin
as the main distraction. i

The port's only recent
claim to fame is that it served
. @s a jump-offl point earlier this
year for iens of thousands of
desperale Albanians who clam-
bered aboard ships and safled
to Italy in the hope of a more
prosperous life. ‘

The East Asians arrived in
Europe five weeks ago.

We . . . paid up to dirs
3,000 for a holiday of a life-
time, sald group's spokesman,
TNissaj Rajca. The 35-year-old
salcsman said the idea was to
visil as many European coun-
irics as possibic. -

The group booked tickels
to Albania and was supposcd 10

pick up tickets and visas for
other European countrics in

Zagreb. But the Yugoslav war
got in the way.

got lo Albania via
Athens .and spent four very
nice days here,’ Rajca said.
Trouble in Yugoslavia.

"When we left by bus to get
to Zagreb, we were stopped in
Sarajevo by the Yugoslav army
who told us to go back o
Albania,” he said. “Nobody told
us that the war was so serious
in Yugoslavia."

Back in Albania, the bewil-
dered tourists, with ports
confiscated by Albanian au-
thorities looking for guaran-
lecs that the hotel will be paid
and with no return air tickets,
spénd much of the day in the

of the [first-class

Adriagos ol

where booked, promising
pay the hotel and to charter
a planc 1o get them out of
Albania. But nothing has yet

)

i

offictals and .

from going to Madhu's Can-
teen, the centre of all political
activities of Dhaka University.

Obscrvers say there arv
lorebodings of scrious clashes
soon afler the resumption of
activities of ICL.

Some JCD actlivists whe BCL
lenders say are dentified 1er-
rorisis were scen moving

major incident occurred
since the October 27 gunbat-
tle, except for some sporadic
incidents. Classes and exami-
nations arc being held peace-
fully.
Several promincent BCL
leaders were arrested” in re-
centl wecks in connection with

 their alloged involvement in

terrorism. BCL leaders claim
the government's role has not
been impartial in dealing with
terrorism. They allege the
cascs against the BCL lcaders
arc all falsc, fabricated and mo-
tivated.

ITea'chcrs demand

Mishu's release

By DU Correspondent

Seven tcachers ol Dhaka
University and Jahangirnagar
University in a joint statement
Monday strongly resented the
arrest of Chhatra Otkya Forum
leader Moshrela Mishu and

demanded her immediatce re-

lcase.

The statementl termed the
case filed against Mishu as
alse and harassing and said
such repression conducted
on the organiscrs of the mass
movement of 1990 was not al

all acceptable.

The ecachers who signed
the statement include
Humayun Azad of the

Department of Bengali, Sirajul
Islam Chowdhury of English,
Helaluddin Khan of Sociology,
Shamsul Islam Khan of
International Relations, Naren
Biswas of licngali, Rangalal Sen
of Sociology and K M
Saduddin ol the same¢ de-
partment of Dhaka University
and Azfar llossain ol English
Department of Jahangirnagar
Universily.

Huda laid
{O rest

The body of former Vice-
President and  renowned
ceconomist, Dr M N Huda, was
laid to rest at the Banani
graveyard in Dhaka Monday
aflernoon, reports 3SS.

Dr lluda died at the
Diabctic llospital (BIRDEM)
Dhaka Sunday moming follow-
ing a massive heart atlack.

His namaz-c-janaza was held
on Monday at three places.
The first janaza was held at the
Dhanmondi Eidgah Mosquc at
10 am, the sccond was held at
the Dhaka University Mosquc
al 11 am which was attended
by the teachers and students of
the university.

The third and last janaza
was held at the Baitul
Mukarram National Mosque
after zohr prayers which was
allended, among others, by
diflferent political leaders,
ineluding Depuly Leader of the
Opposition in the Jatiya
Sangsad, Abdus Samad Azad.
former Viee-Presidents Justice
Nurul Islam and Moudud

Ahmed. |
Delhi to
. recognise
breakaway

republics
NEW DELHI, Dec 23: India

‘Monday weclcomed the com-

monwealth treaty binding 11
former Soviet

Forecign Minister
Madhavsingh Solanki said for-
mal diplomatic recognition
will be cxiended soon alicr the
republics meect again this
month to further define the
responsibilities of
Commonwealth of
Independent States.

India’'s “response to” the
crcalion of a new common-
wecalth is positive,” Solanki
sald. The government has been
in touch with the presidents of
cight stales aboul cooperation
agreements, he said. .

He said he expected the
republics to keep the terms of
@ 20-year Irendship treaty that
India renewed and signed with
the soviet Union last summer.

The 6-month-old Indian
government appcared anxious
to voice support to the
emerging powers in  the
former Soviet Union in order
to recover from carlier diplo-
malic sctbacks. - |

India, a traditional ally of
the Soviet Union, was quick to
welcome the hardliners’ coup
that temporarily oéusted
President Mikhail Gorbachev
last August and was left red
faced

.ri"‘"i H

yesterday.
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art competition at the Shishu Academy in city
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Commonwealth won’t survive

From Page | Col 6
Soviet Union was dead, saying
only the now-dclunct
Suprenwe Sovict could make
such a decision.

It is mol rcasonable 1o
think that somwone arrives,
and dcclarcs that the
Supremie Soviet has been lig-
uidated, the Kremlin and all its
posscssions arc nationalised,”
he said.

N is notl indicative that the
new personalities do not an-
swer Lo anyone? Is this nol
shamclul for our democratic
process?”

“l think that a final session
of the Supreme Soviet should
necessarily be held ... and it
will be the (Supreme) Soviet
that will declare the end to the
existence of the Soviet
Unfon.”

Of Ycltsin and his followers,
Gorbachev said; ‘for me, they
have poisoned the air. They
have humiliated me. | can be
humihated.’

Gorbachev said the events
lcading to formation of the
commonwcalth were not a
coup, as some poople had sug-
gesied. But he said they were
unconstitutional.

'l don’t think this is a coup.
I'm just saying that the pro-
cess of transition has to follow
the constitutional course. |

told Ycltsin:. Il you are
democrals, if you are authentic
reformers you must always act
according to the laws and
rulcs, otherwise people will
ask f _ruu arc nothing but
street delinquents,” Gorbachey
said.

lle was pessimistic about
the immediate (uture, sa
the pcoplec were bitter and
confused.

*l don’t think the situation
will stabilise by the end of the
ycar. What we need exactly is
clarity.

I will explain o you my
position. | am going away but
my task remains with me ... |
told Yclisin yesterday that for
me Lhe greatest problem s
that the country does not un-
derstand whal is happening.
The people are not aware,” he
sitdd.

"We were once united and
now wc are divided. As far as
I'm concerned this process is
not destined to stop. | dont
feel dcomlortable with the par-
tisans of the new community.

“I ask mysell why this is
happening. Soviet man was
carrying one with his lifc
when suddenly the rules
changed ... he has lost his ori-
cnlation. He was a free man...
now hc finds himscll in a
blind alley and | can’t autho-

the coup collapsed. |

\\\\\\\

Memorial Hall in the city.

=

Book fair organised by the Nat onal lﬂlllt'l'tll'l:'

ant U.-amun_'f‘
— Star photo

. From Page 1 Col 7
for import from Bangladesh

which included jule carpets,

lca, paper, papcer products,
leather and leather products,
wires and cables, toiletrics,
cosmetics, sanilary warces,
plastic and ccramic products
and garments and textiles.

- Sowedi said Bangladesh t1ea
was already very popular in the
UAE market and this item
could be exported in larger
quantity with slight improve-
ment in packing. I}

lle suggested holdings of
regular fairs of Bangladesh
products in the Emirates, dis-
scmination of trade informa-
tion and arranging buycr-scller
meetings. :

The UAE official said
Bangladesh being a member of
the Muslim Ummah cnjoys a
unigque position in the minds
of his countrymen. 'We want to
help our Bangladeshi brothers'
he said adding 'moncy has no
value unless we spend 1L for
our brothers of Islam.’

In this conncelion Sowedd

UAE open market

referred to the concern of the
UAE President Sheikh Zayed
for the well-being of the
Muslim Ummabh.

He said although the second
meeting of the joint commis-
sion was heild 'r a long gap
there had been regular contidet
between the tvo countries at
various levels. Sowcedi referred
to the visit of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia to UAE in
an. last year and her fruitful
talks with Shcikh Zayed. Both

the countries are ¢

cellent relations, he J >
Appreciating the perfor-
mance ol Ban shi workers

in the UAE, Sowedi said UAE
would recruit more manpower
from Bangladesh in the com
days. lle, howcever, lumlllt::

ﬂl.'ill;::ﬂ:l for the
innoecent gladeshi wo
from harassnwnt,

e said agrcementls were
rcached during the Jeoint
Commission mecting for boost-
ing joinl investment in Bang-
ladesh.

rs

risc all of this.” he sajd

Gorbachev, widely expected
o resign soon following the
collapse of the Soviet Union,
will make a televised speech
this evening.

A spokesman for Sovict
television said the speech
would be broadcast later in the
evening. butl gave no further
detafls

GCorbachev's lelevised an-
nouncements have oflen been
broadcast aflter the main
evening ncws, which ends al
1940 GMT.

Another report says, Rus.
sian leader llorts Yeltsin met
President Mikhail Gorbachey
today to discuss handing over
control of the Soviel nuclear
arsenal, a Lop Yelisin asde said.

Russian [irst Deputy Prime
Minister Gennady Burbulis,
spcaking at a ncw conference,
also predicted that Gorbachev
would formally resign within
days, il nel hours.

But a Gorbachev spokesman
said the Soviel lcader did not

plan to announce his resigna-
tion today.

Burbulis was giving dclails
of Saturday's meeling in
Kazakhstan.

"l think Mikhail Secrgey-
evich expressed himsell
correclly,” Burbulis said when
asked aboul Gerbachev's inter-
view. lle added that Ycltsin
was meceling Gorbachev o dis-
cuss technical aspects of a
'definitive resolution of this
silyation.

The four "nuclcar republics”
— Russia, Ukrainc, Kazakhstan
and Byclorussia — agreed in
the Kazakh capital Alma-Ata o
give Yeltsin the authority to
launch any nuclcar strike, but
only in consultation with the
other threc republics’ leaders.

The Kazakh parliament on
Monday became the first of the
cight new mcmbers of the
commonwcalth to ratily
Saturday's accords, which ef-
fectively dissolve the 69-ycar-
old Sovict Union, Interfax
news agency said.

The potential dangers of
the collapsc of central Soviet
authority were underlined by
licree fighting in the Trans-
caucasian rcpublic of Georgia.

(Related Story on Page 5)
Baby food

From Page 1 Col 8

should be consumed according
to the advice of the declors
while 52.27 pereent did not
calegorise the age levels of the
babics for milk feeding.

More than 20.45 per cent
had no LABEL in Bengali and
40 per cent used encouraging
comments in favour of their

brands.

The survey observed that al
icast 12 condilions of the or-
dinance for sclling tinned
powder milk were violated.

The 44 brands included 20
fullcream milk, 17 infant for-
mula and seven cereal brands.

Morcover, the trading com-
panies have becn presenting
free samples Lo the doctors Lo
popularise their brands, the
CAB added.

The CAB-said that the sur-

vey also revealed thal many of

the brands did not bear cxpiry
and manufacture dates on the
tins. '

Launch salvaged

in Khulna
From Staff Correspondent
KHULNA, Dee 23:  The

launch ML Al-Mamun, which
reportedly capsized with 50
passengers on board in the
river Kocha Saturday aflernoon
was salvaged by the divers to-

day
There was no body in the

launch, according to divers.
The launch was dragged 1o

a nearby char quite away from .

the actual spot.

Local people suspect that:

the bodies were in
allowed (o drift -mw

Biman earns

Tk 11 cr profit

Bangladesh 13iman carned a
profit of about Tk 11 erore In

the first five months of the
current fiscal year (1991-92)

The airlines carried
2,090,094 passcngery in ils in-
‘ernational routes, 74,376 In
regional and 1.60,382 in deo-
mesitic routes during Lhe pe-
riod.

[Hman's regional routes are
Dhaka-Calcutia, Chittagong-
Calcutia, Dhaka-Kathmundu
and Dhaka-

The national flag carrier
iransporied 4,18, 150 passen-
gers, Including 2,02,620 in s
international fMights, in the
first five months of fiscal
1990-91.

It carried 9,716 tons of
cargo in the first five months
of the current fiscal as against
9.147 1ons during the same
period of last year.

Biman sustained a loss of
about Tk 40 crore due 1o Lhe
Gull war, increase in premfum
rale, introduction of war risk
insurance, suspension of
MNights to Gull and Middle
Castern region in the first 8
months of the last fiscal.

The airline’'s highly subsi-
dized domestic routes also
conirfbuled lo that s
loss which was onc third of the
total, sources said.

Officials attributed this
ycar's profit o schedule regu-
larity, improved scrvices, on-
ume performance ‘and exten-
sive marketing promotional
drive.

2 killed, 1 hurt
In separate
incidents
By SSMCH Correspondent

Two persons were killed
and one infured in three sepa-
rate incidents in the city
Monday.

Bablu, 22, was crushed un-
der the whecls of a speedy
truck (Khulna-Ta-52) al
Bhangaprcss arca of Demra
Monday aflcrnoon. Bablu died
on the spolL

Demra police seized the
truck bul its driver managed Lo
cscape, police said. The body
of the victim was scnt to Sir
Salimullah Mcdical College
Hospital (SSMCII) morguc.

Tejgaon police recovered
body of an unidentified old
man from Monipuri Para yes-
terday at about 1:30 pm. He
was aboul 60 and said Lo be a
pedestrian, according lo po-
lice. The body was sent Lo
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital for autlopsy.

Shahabuddin Azad, vice
presidenl of DBangladesh
Homeopath Mcdical College
Students Union, was admitted
to SSMC Monday following
stab injurics. llc was merei-
lessly bcalen by some rival
students, according Lo police.

His condition was rcported
to be critical.

Pension committee
for poets, newsmen
reconstituted

The government has re-
constiluted the commilice for
granting monthly pension to
the distressed pocts, littera-
teurs, artistes and journalists,

rcports [3SS. :
According Lo a giwclle noli-
fication, the Additional

Secrcelary in charge of the
Ministry of Cultural Affairs was
made chairman while the
Joint-Secrclary ol the same
ministry was made vice-chair-
man of the 1]1-member com-

miltee. S KOP
From Page 1 Col 4

turned with ‘disappointment’
as the minister, despite a
commilment he made earlier,
was nol present at his office,
The MOU was supposcd to
be signed much carlier on
December 21 night when both
the sides reached understand-
ing. Qut it could not be done
duc to absence of the Labour
Minister at the final stage. In
the minister's absence the
government was represcnted
by the Labour Secretary
Mashiur Rahman that day.
According to the previous
understanding, the necgotia-
tions beltween the government
and the SKOP was scheduled
to resume this morning.
Although the SKOP leaders
[ailed to have a glimpse of the
Labour -Minister yesterday

‘| Iskender AH, the president of

ruling party's labour front, toid
his collcagucs in the SKOP that
the scheduled meeting be-
tween the government and the
SKOP would be held this
(Tuesday) afternoon, a TUC
leader 1old The Daily Star.
According to sources the
SKOP lcaders will meet at 10
am tloday to discuss the situa-
tion arising oul the posipone-
ment of the work sto
which was scheduled 10 L -
served on December 22 and

| 23
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The Midnight File

considering” with its parinc

relations with the rcpublics. Britain had taken full note of
luummnﬂaudnnh-mnfmmlnutimmw

community. These included control

of nuclcar weapon, debt

and human rights, the spokesman added, reports AFP.

IRA announces ceasefire

DUBLIN, Deec 23:

Irish Republican Army today
ceasclire

over Christmas.

muh"ﬁhm.ﬂrmrﬂhmplﬂﬂm

all "active serviee units

‘decision’ in 2 days

MOSCOW, Dee 23: Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev,

widely expected 10 resign in the ncar future, said today
would ‘announce his decision’

independent news agency Interfax said.

he
the
I quoted him as

within (two days,

making the comment In a telephone conversation with
British Prime Minister John Major, reports Reuter.

PM : Heritage
From Page 1 Col 5
culture is life of a nation. She
said the nation loses ils direc-

The Prime Minister said
the very basis of our bulture is
our own people and their sur-
roundings from where we have
to collect the clements of cul-
ture.
She regretied that video
had now become a carrier of
distorted culture without be -
coming a medium of healthy
entertainment and expansion
of education.

Begum Zia said, "wc arc
now fed up with vidco cullure”,
which is croding the moral
values of the youths. This has
also given risc o many social
problems, she said adding "we
can no longer remain indiffer-
ent in this regard.”

She called wupon the
guardians and cultural acuvists
to help check infiltration of
distorted culture. "It cannol be
solved only through cnacling
laws,” she poinied oul.

Begum Zia sald her gov-
ernmenl would encourage
proper flourishment of the na-
tional culture and at the same
time to check distorted cul-
ture. "Our objective is Lo re-
cover the glorious heritage of
Bangladcsh, its protection and
nourishment”,

Ctg Port

From Page | Col 7
immedialc measures to make
the port operative,

He said that both importers

- and exporters were incur

huge losscs for the dclay of
shipment and unloading of
goods. The statement said the
traders must pay demurrage Lo
the foreign chartered ships.

Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) in press
releasc al Dhaka said that the
garmenis scclor has been sus-
taining a loss of about taka 20
crore everyday because ol the
truck drivers’ strike and inop-
eration of the Chittagong Port.

"Il the export orders are
not cxecuted on schedule they
may be cancelled by the re-
spective buyers which will re-
duce our forcign exchange
carnings,” Redwan Ahmed MP,
Second Vice-President of
BGMEA said.

He also said that the strike
will not only affect the gar-

‘'ments sector but also harm the

economy of the country and
create other problems. -

The BGMEA demanded
immcdiate steps for resolving
the problems. -

Mandela, de
Klerk on
hit list?
JOHANNESBURG, Dee 23 :
Right-wing cxtremists in

South Africa arc to kill
Prestdent F'W Klerk and

ANC lcader Nelson Mandela,

m.uu today. reports

"We are aware of a hit
containing their names,”

military have mobilised
in two fronticr
few miles away

qunp
, &

threatened the farming people
along the border arcas in

Bangladesh not 1o stay along
the frontier.

UNB from Bandarban adds:
Local member of parliament
Bir Bahadur told UNB by icle-
phone that informalion trick-
ling in from across the borders
suggested Burma had me-
biliscd huge tioops along the
Bangladcsh border in last two

days.
Three additional brigades of

Burmesec army were deployed
at Bushidong sub-division, sev-
en kilometres from

border agd huge troops with
sophisticated arms were
mobiliscd at Mongdong sub-
division, reliable sources said.

Bangladesh army and BDR
were kept alert at Teknal and
other bordering arecas of
Chillagong hill districts, ac-
cording to local administration
SOUrees.

Mcanwhile, Mayanmar
(Burma) has rcportedly scaled
ofl #s border with Bangladesh
and imposed restricfion on
movement in the area.

Giving an account of
Saturday's incident, UND says,
just at 8.30 am, Burmese
lroops, equipped with modern
weapons, madc a surprise at-
tack on the BDR outposi lo-
cated at village Rijupara in
Naikkhongchari in Bandarban
district, well {nside the
Bangladesh territory.

The intruders in tweo pla-
toons crossed the river under
the blanket of fog. They blew
ofl wirclcss tower of the
triggering rocket launchers
before storming into the out-
post where about 43 Bangla-

‘desh Rifles personnel were

posted, according
$ses. :

The Burmese using mortar
and machine-guns killed one

lo witne-

- BDR personnel and injured an-

other six. They wok away one
hcavy machine-gun, two light
machine-guns, twe sub-ma-
chine-guns and 29 rifles from

the BDR camp. Editorinl on P 4

In addition to the existing Telephone

| Numbers of "The Laily Star’, 3 (three)
| more PABX lines have Feen installed.

The 3 (three) new PABX

Telephone Numbers are :24 50 61

24 50 62
24 50 63

—Management
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