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End of the Soviet Union

The Soviet Union is no more. The end finally
when 11 blics on Saturday the
of independent states, thus
pse of President Gorbachev's

was hardly in doubt in recent
means, a smooth one. With the
Yeltsin stripping Mr

of his powers, without much grace and
and several mpuhhwmlydebatm
ween total independence

the commonwealth, this was
a4 new state, even in a loose
sense of the term. It was probably no more than a
of a new for co-exis-
yetl to acquire a well-deflined le-
gal, political and economic entity." So much, ther-
efore, remains in doubt, not about the pro-
cess th h which the commonwealth has eme-
but about republics which have so far
lined to join the new arrangement. Above all,
there are doubts—and, indeed, fears — in the out-
side world as to how many “lingers will be on the
Soviet nuclear button”, as a western analyst puts it

But it could have been worse. The danger of
different republics being caught in a civil war sit-
uation, like in Yugoslavia, was there. So
was there a prospect of hardliners staging
another a coup, like the one in August,
with parts of the former Soviet Union plu:ﬁ;d
MCnunnd anarchy. In this sense, the unfin-
ished transition not have been smooth, but it
has been at least relatively bloodless — so far. For
this credit goes to Mr Yeltsin who, despite the
distrust he arouses in many minds, inside his

and outside, has provided his le with
the authority they need in these difficult days.
Beside the strong-willed Russian leader, Mr
Gorbachev may appear as a sad pathetic figure.
However, he has behaved not as a power-hungry
dictator, but as a patriot, vainly trying to save a
disintegrating "empire”.

Anyt but.a detached observer of the pro-
cess, the West will be now looking at all the op-
tions for to the help of the new com-
monwealth. In the first place, the help must
come In the form of economic assistance.

Otherwise, the autumn of discontent could well
tumn into a winter of despatr.

It is a pity that countries in the Third World.
including Bangladesh, many of whom had once
looked upon the former Soviet Union as an ally
can do little to help the new commonwealth. But
they will recall, with gratitude, the contribution
Moscow had made to several Third World causes,
to the Arab-Israell conflict, to the battle against
apartheid in South Africa and, last but not the
least, to the liberation of Bangladesh, to name
only a few. Notwithstanding the element of devi-
ousness in supe er itics In Moscow and
Washington, the former iet Union provided a
balance against what t have been a near-total
domination of the world by the other superpower.
Who can say now what will be the international
scene ltke without this balance?Wecanm;lz
hope thal as a new scenario unfolds, the Unit
States, western nations, Japan, China and other

mnal powers will assume their changed roles
a sense of

others and that, in this scenario, the new com-
monwealth of the former Soviet Union too
€merge as a power In its own right, on the side

progress and stability in our challenging world.

Three Cheers for Quick
Results

On Saturday results of both the Dhaka Secon-
dary Education Board and Comilla Secondary
Education Board HSC Examinations were publis-
hed simultaneously. Hats off to the Comilla’ Board
for done the job in exactly 71 days, beating
the other boards, even Dhaka, by miles. This is
agg: in keeping with their performance in the

eéxamination results which they published in

g?u ml:n:i ;_hlch was tll)l‘l!mt:cn quil:u;:*l a record. In
EVery one somewhat suspect —

Comilla Board must have, one tends to fear,

pulied off the ::Fb by haste at the expe-
nse of g uation. But the fear stands more
T

Dy a look at the book they brought
| the results. The meticulous
meant that the results were already in

m:ere ready for print many days ago. And
other recent years, not one result seemed

to have leaked — not even the date of the publi-
cation. Three cheers for the two Boards. Specially
come out with colours
that stuck to them beca-

use of paper leakage in the SSC examinations.
tly h that the Universities will
Ccmm —Dhaka trailed them by
all their bac-
than three
in all cases. We also record

the nonsensical cate-

Science into, as -
. the traditional and b{ll‘ar the better
the )

¢ laud the improvements in

system as exemplified
— this is all admittedly very pheral to
th:ru]ltuﬂ'—educatlan—andmnnnymh-
ere being central. While we cannot but express
our lnfulahed concern over the 40-plus per cent
ent who flunked and roundly condemn the
educational system which is responsible for this—
lndwﬂlbemmuntuth improve without
as "'grace” mark,
particular note of one new, and
evelopment. Many of those
this year's merit list of the two Boards
very candidly said that they have been
he_ eir achievements by private
in batches'—and schools have done
little to llnpcr:vne their performances. This state-
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ation. And the
manned by school teachers
d'h::rto o P

_ put up a periormance
pretend to be cong.ng from some-
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REMEMBERING THE DEAD

N a sonse there I mo

particular scason of re-
I membering Lthe dead.

Yet, with the approach of
December, [l.n‘n:c-h‘- wea
son of remembrance anno
unces itsell. Though there is
not a single day n our
calender without a death — a
viclent, a tragic death to
commenwrale, never so many
deaths occurred In such a

short of Ume as In the
first m December, in that
lateful , 1971. This has
made tz:'umc of the year,
this early hall of December,
climaxed by the fourteenth,
our scason of mourning, of
remembrance.

That cxpression was [ar
from le: 'so many deaths
occurred. Thal was an
euphemism, and not a cen-
scious onc cither. The wruth is
much harsher. These deaths
were perpetraled These

wore planned and exe-
cut in could bleod. And
there is nol an fota of doubt
that the blue print of these
killings had been prepared
much carlicr, that the list of
the
longer, and the aim was
nothing short of crippling the
nation for gencrations (o come
Also, withoul doubl the list was
prepared by lcllow Bengalis,
may be in some room ol the
universily campus. by men who
were fellow prolessionals, for
never so much malice could be
harboured, not vagucly and
generally but with accent on
individuals, by alicns and
marauders. Such cnmity s
possible, and such mindless
ferocity, only within the clan.

intended viclims was’

This yoar, dur
the tragic fortnight, | was away
Irom home. | was in India, In

India’'s many-templed south.

India's south has many things
other than her temples. Yet my

cfii
1k

the opportunitly came and |
scized It. It so happened thal
the time col with thd
period when our people
undorge annually this pain and
mortification ending in some
kind ol national catharsis, Dy
the timwe | mturned, the three
climacuce days were still left,
s0 Lhal my relurn home was a
straight plunge into the full
flood of sorrow. | did not join
the mourners, | did not visit
places, | sleered clear of a
dircet participation in ceremo-
nials. But | could not help
rceading somc of the pileces
specially written for the occa-
sion — Lthe martyred intelli-
genisia day — and Lthat was
cnough. | was lefl convinced
that the nation had neither
forgotten nor has it forgiven.

New Fervency
| could lay my hands on hall
a dozen papers, all daflies, and
| could read only selectively!
some of Lhe pieces dealing
with the killed and the killing
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Closed Pages Unfurled, Muted Sorrows Voiced

neic of specially, both iIn the
observances and in the writ-
ings. | think many of us have
noliced this. If | am not mils-
taken, | have noticed a
ferve in both. Is it due to
the fact of Lhis year being the
twenlicth anniversary year of
our Liberation, or to the fact of
our new-found democracy, or
both, | cannot tell for certain.
But the fact itself, this new
fervency, | cannot dismiss as
an fllusion. And the fervency
touched me, a distant viewer,

and brought lcars into my cycs.

When | think ol this ycar's
wril , it sirikes me that
with the passage of time,
memorics are surging back.

arc remin more
nd morc. Memories, from
being dimmed, are washed
clean and sharp. Closed pages
are being unfuried, and muted
sorfows are being voiced. In
the past we, in our language,
crealed a Marsia literature,
exploiting (he theme of
Husain s martyrdom with his
lamily and followers in Karbala.
There are signs, nay clear evi-
dences, thal an entirely new
Marsia Hicralure, based on the
herotsm and the t of
1971, is being created four our
Umes and for the future.

There is a complaint that
our Mukti Juddha, the War of

“',
in their mecs have
acted o the dictates
of the masicrs. It is

return do was gain-
ing momentum, the media
became a natural of the
movement, and on Lhe

religion. | was fm-
presscd by the iclevised scene
of the first a of
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US Holds Fast and Keeps Out Fleeing Haitians

Mohamed Hamaludin writes from Miami

Since Haiti's democratically elected President Jean Bertrand Aristide was overthrown
scores of refugees have been leaving for the US to escape tical and economic repression.
While refugees from politically-crucial Cuba are allowed entry into the US, the

N a major show ol stu-

bbormness, the Bush Ad-

ministration has rcfusced
to bow lo growing clamour to
admit Haitian refugees secking
asylum. It has ordered the mil-
ftary 1o take charge of detain-
ing those found in interna-
tional walers on the way 1o
Florida. "

The Pentagon, faced with a
growing lide of "black boal
people” after President Jean
Bertrand Aristide wés over-
thrown on Sepiember 30, sci
up a delention centre at the
US naval base at Guantanamo
Bay in Cuba. :

It was initially intended to
hold up 0 2,500 llaftians, but
Penlagon spokesman Pele
Wilson did not rule out ex-
panding the camp.

The US move, underlining

the Administration's refusal o
budge from a 1982 prohibition
policy against only llailians,
capped Iwo wecks of startling
developments on the refugec
issue.
Aristide took office in
January as the first democrati-
cally elected president of laiti.
Between then and his over-
throw and flight to exile, the
constant flow ol refugees from
his impoverished nation
slowed to a trickle.

Then the tap opened again.
Hundreds arrived packed into
unseaworthy boats. The US
Coast Guard, which enforces
the sea embargo, were picking
them up and taking them back
to Haiti — as they had been for
ten years,

address.
Uvazil "

Sir, It is true that the gov-
ernment has taken a .hasty
decision in implementing the
long cherished demand of the
lawyers for dissolving the
‘pyramid’ of wupazila. The
grievance of the political par-
ties appear to be that the law
relating to the dissolution of
the upazila system should have
been passed by the Parliament
and not by the President
through Ordinance. The
repealing Ordinance is also
llable to: get approval of the
Parliament.

The Local Government
(Thana Parishad and Thana
Administration Reorganisation)
Ordinance, 1982 was promul-
gated by Hussain Mohammad
Ershad "in pursuance of the
Proclamation of 24th March,
1982". It was not even Ordin-
ance in ordinary mecaning of
the Constitution.

The lawyers have been serd-
ously agitaling against this
system. On this demand a na-
tional consensus was reached
among all the political parties
long before the movement
against autoc staried in the
country. Ers
system. | :

It was the national consen-
sus that has been implemented

by the President thro the
Ordinance, a mode prescribed
to enact law under the
Constitution. The opposition
are also the parties to the
national consensus. They have
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Letters for publication in these columns .
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

fell, with his’

than 100 of some 25,000 Lry-
ing to enter US to claim asy-
lum were allowed in. The
Administration consistently
dceemed them “economic refu-
gees”, as distinel from political
refugces escaping persecution.

With Aristide's removal and
Haitians as the mercy of a mili-
tary dictatorship, that inter-
prelation of events came under
firc. The Illaftian Relugee

should be

taken this issue soon afler they
lost the issue on presidential
election. On both the occasions
these  political parties had
shown cnough of the hypo-
crisics. They have shown that
for their narrow interest they
can lake blessings from Golam
Azam. Sk llasina's letter (the
so-called SOS) to the foreign
missions and donor agencies
has exposed their political
bankruptcy.

- The only thing these politi-
cal pariies believe that unless
they capture political power of
the country, there cannot be
any democracy in this country.

Let us rise above the party
interest, and we must realize
that national interest s above
everything. Let us nourish and
prolect our hard earned
democracy. If democracy
servives partics interested to
form government may get
their chance. Will the political
parties wail for their turn?

M. Saleem Ullah
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka

Monitoring farm
Sir, The national newspa-
pers can coniribute effectively
to the country's agriculture de-
velopment regularly moni-
toring the field problems of
the farmers as well as perfor-
mances of the government
ultural personnel at the
field level. The district and
upazila correspondents of vari-
ous newspapers can make fre-

Centre filed a suil against the
govcrnmenlt and a fedceral
judge issucd a temporary order
preventing repatriation of the
rcfugees then in US cusiody.

By then, the number of
rcfugees seized and about to be
taken back had risen to more
than 1,000 in just two wecks.

Another judge upheld the
initial order, as did an appeals

quent visits o villages for col-
lecting accurate farming news
ad views from the farmers and
agricultural professionals. :

News and views so col-
lected and ventilated through
the newspapers will obviously
help our executives under-
stand the exact situations and
to take action aéordlngly.

M. Zahidul Ilaque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College, Dhaka

- Foreign exchange
Phﬂ:‘r‘ A large number of peo-

Bangladesh are being
virtually deprived of their sta-

tus as foreign exchange carn-

ers. They are mostly working
with foreign organizations
based in Bangladesh who bring
foreign exchange from their
countries for payment to em-
ployees but disburse that out of
their convertible accounts, In
other words such employees
earn foreign exchange, but
they receive in Bangladesh
Taka and thus lose facilities,
such as, purchase of W
Earners' Development Bonds
available tio Bangladesh nation-
als remitting foreign exc
from abroad. e
May I, therefore, request
the authorities to accord
recognition to thosc people
who receive their salaries out
of convertible accounts main-
tained by foreign donor and
other organizations, as
cmhnnf carners In line with
their breihren abroad. The
country will no doubt siand to
gain as more and more people
will invest in this country and
mobilise internal . I do
nolL sce any reason they
sheuld really be deprived of
these facilities.

Abdus Sobhan
North Nalapara, Chitlagong

impoverished and persecuted Haitians are treated badl

court

In additon, the courls for
the first Uime instructed the
government (o let refugee al-

s board the Coast Guard
pa boats and interview the
lHaitians 0 satisfy themsclves
that immigration officials were
being fair in their assessments.

Within another week, the
number jumped o 2500. A
[ranciic Admintstration then
began to scck third cougtrics
o admit the llaftians on hu-
manitarian grounds, even ff
only on a tcmporary basis.

A handful of Latin American
couniries, as well as the
Caribbean slaics of Belize,
Jamaica and Trinidad and

Tobago xud toe accepl
around 1 wuﬂa
or the Uniled Nations

Then, one wegkend in Jate
Novembcr, a wave of -

rolled owt of Ilail,
total beyond 4,000, Seven

OPINION

I happen to be one of the
newspaper readers
who have got a of the
photograph -of a half-naked
garment lactory worker being
manhandled by the policemen.
The photograph appeared
in the 22nd November issuéiol
The Daily Star. It was a hor-
rendous sight. A number of po-
licemen had encircled the
worker and as the h
showed, they were
man mercilessly and at the
same time were engaged to
strip him of his clothes. It
con

, be sure
today of what is alleged being
proven by the pictorial evi-

dence of such migbehaviour on

the part of the police and

le will be more incl to
the press.

We often come upon the

grave crimes like murders,
rape, looting, atc. We further
hear of lhr police either ex-
tending help or prtﬁtrd.llﬁ ig-
norance to the things like
mastaans illegally evicting
owners of a house. We are now
obvious

pe'

Coas| Guard boats were necded

o hold them. The Haitlans
could nol be taken back until

the courts decided whether
they should be allowed In o

file asylum claims. The malter
bgcame most urgent when
Cuba anneunced that one boat
with probably 250 refugees
had sunk off its watcrs.
Also, talks bcilween the
ganisation of Amecrican
States and the military and
civilan authorities in llaiti to
return Aristide Lo office have
nol been successlul so far, rais-
ing the spectre of even more
refugees.
- As those talks waver, the
number soars. By the end of
November, 6,112 had becen

stll { the Haftians
ashore, but that would have
given them a chance o claim

The Police in Action

of the police. The police action
frustrates us.
Reportedly, the police is

lﬂﬂ:hﬂ'l‘-l mall fries
:“::Y“ hgmg‘:lrcnnflhc

underworld are at large. Of
course, the people are no
more fool Lo consider this bias
of the police to the criminals
as to be a Platonic Love; some
among the victims are very vo-
cal about the secret and un-
documented dealings of the
police. Some are sharpening
their pen as well as their tal-
enl to counter the police, the
wolfl in sheep's coat. They feel
very strongly resentful about
the misconduct and corruption
of the policemen because it is
the  tax-payers' hard-eafned
money which is used to main-
tain the law enforcing agen-
cies.
Often citizens, as a last
measure, go to the high offi-
cials of police to get some re-
dress. But to their great disap-
pointment, they find that
these officials readily get busy
to exaggerate their commit-
ment lo eradicate crimes and
pontificate about mass partici-

- pation in curbing crimes than

to take any concrete step to
bring the policemen bu:t to
Justice. This kind of mysteri-
ous behaviour instead of
straight-forwardness in award-
ing punishment merits the
logically raised questions as re-
gards their involvement in
crimes.

In one unex case the
Home Minister while in-
terviewed The Daily Star
admitted ?Ihe prmml;f
corruption in the police.
is the first time we find a min-

ister exhibiting a high degree
of courage and inte to
admit the truth, | N
takes a great deal of cou

~activities do not at

refugees. The frony of the situ-
ation has not escaped
observers. ’

A judge was cxpecled (o
decide whether 1o make the
lcmporary restraining order
pecrmanent ' or otherwise
determine’ the status of the
llaftians. Whatever that out-
come, many here say US policy
loward the llaitians smacks of
racism and has not done the
country proud.

— GEMINI NEWS

MOl IAMED
the editor of Miami Times.

concepls. The olicemen
should be that

are to eradicale, control and
fight crimes.

In the meantime, may | re-
quest the Home Minister to

riously waiting for. A public
abashment of the monstrous
policemen may be a consola-
tion to the workers as
well as the whole nation and
instil confidence as to the gov-
ernment's determination to
uphold human rights.

We cannot exempt +the
Human l:lﬂ: organisations
from the of maintaini
a low profile, a llllnlll‘l?
keeping a safe distance from
the trouble spots. Their sitti
duck attitude and disor

whh the pelidics o
mensurate or
action programmes announced
by them.

This will be, no doubt, a big
challenge for the Home
Minister to drive out the well-
seated demon called corrup-
tion from the Police
Department. However, on the
other hand, it also gives him
an opportunity to prove his
acumen and statesmanship de-
spite the fact that it takes full
inner or herolsm to
fulfil the obligations to the
mass, At the same time, we
cannol overiook the role of the
people’s representatives to ed-
ucate the about the

is and
the law
The




