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Israel to release three Lebanese :

lsrac] said on Friday it would rclease three Lebancse men who
were abducted from south Lebanon overnight by helivopter-

borne commandos, reports Reuler Saturday
; the conclusion of questioning, the lsrael Defence
Force plans 1o relcase the su

said, adding that the three wou

from Jerusalem.

...y AN army spokesman
be released on Saturday.

Military sources said this showed their abduction from a
road near the village of Jibsheel was simply part of Isracl's
continuing cfforts o curb gucrilla attacks in and around its
scif-declared security zone in south Lebanon.

Cuomo won

't run for Presidency :

New York Governor Marioc Cuomo ended months of

speculation on

Friday when he announced that he would not
be a candidate for the US democratic

presidential nomination

because of his state's budget problems, reports Reuler

lrom New York.

. Cuomo, 59, was considered by many political experts to be
the strongest democrat who could enter the race to unscat
Republican President George Bush in the 1992 presidential

election.

"1 would be less then honest if 1 did not admit to you my
regret al not having the chance to run for president,” Cuomo

- told a packed news conlference.

Russia to set up ties with Israel :

Russia will establish diplomatic relations with Isracl, Russian
Presidenl Boris Yeltsin announced Friday, reporls AFP

from Rome.,
It 18 "unfair o isolale a

great nation”, Ycltsin told a press

econference on the last day of his two-day visil to Italy.

Recognition would be

part of Russia’'s contribution to a

settlement of the Middle East conflict, he added.

ilipino rebels declare truce :
imunist rebels declared a five-day Christmas and New
Year's ccase-fire Salurday in their 22-ycar war with

. government forces,
The rebel Natio

AP Saturday from Manila.
Democratic Front sald in a statement

that the cease-fire would take effeet from 1| a m Tuesday,
Christmas Eve, until 1 a m Thursday and again from 1 a m
December 30 until 1 a m January 2.

cease-fires are traditional in the Philippines.

Last Thu

rsday, President Corazon

Acuino declared a uni-

lateral 72-hour cease-fire with communist rebels for the
Christmas and New ycar holidays.

‘Cocaine seized in Mexico, 4 held :

'Federal police seized

a ton of cocainc and arrested four

people afler a gun battle at a rural airstrip
mﬂ-dru‘oﬁcﬂmponul. reports AP Saturday from Mexico

, Mexico's chiel

' Jorge Carrillo Olea, head of the anti-drug office at the at-

torney gencral's office, said

confiscated 32

ol co-

“¢ocaiine. There were no reports of injurics.
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tn East Europe
Rebels bomb
French embassy
in Peru
LIMA, Dec 21

A wave of

Carrillo also told a ncws conference that the federal judi-
ng under the allorney gencral's office had

seized 48,368 kilograms (106,392

nds) of cocaine earlicr.

transit roule Colombian cocaine en

ined 0 LI about Bet-
Jing's arms deltveries o
Islamabad.

Bap said he reiteraled
india's position that Tibet was
an autlonomous region of China,
but added : “our for his
holincas the Dalal Lama as a
religious and spirflual leader
remains high.~

More than 100,000 Tibetan
refugees fled with the Dalai
Lama o India afller an abortive

Critics

LOS ANGELES, Dec 21
Oliver Stone's new film “JFK”
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- and Ukraine formed

International

11 Soviet republics agree on
a new commonwealth

ALMA-ATA (USSR), Dec 21 :
Leaders of 1] of the 12 former
Soviet republics agreed
Saturday lo proclaim a new
commonwealth of indcpendent
stales (o replace the Soviel
Union. Boris Ycltsin said,
“Practically everything s
done,” reports AP.

The leaders of all the Soviel
rcpublies ' excepl Gceorgia
reached agreemenl on three
key documents that will serve
as the basis for the new com-
monwealth, said Scitkazy
Mataev, a spokesman for
Kazakhstan  President
Nursultan .

The first is a protocol that
recognizes the 11 republics
entering on an "equal basis” as
co-foundcers, Mataev said. This
was principal demand of the
leaders the [ive Asfan re-
publics, which are predomi-
nantly Muslim, alter the Slavic
republics of Russia, Byclorussia
the

commonwealth on December
8.

The lcaders agreed on a
second document, called the
"Alma-Ata Declaration,” which
rccug:nzﬂ_l the independence
of t 11 former Soviel re-
publics and their current bor-
ders, Malacyv said.

A tHird agrecement said a
temporary military command
would be formed until
December 31, according Lo the
spokesman. Another meeting
of the commonwealth leaders
would be held before then to
decide thce issuc on a more
permancnl basis, Maltlacy
added.

"We' respect Gorbachev and
we wantr him (o resign
smoothly in December, as he
himself wants, and corre-
spondingly today, we will dis-
cuss all the necessary,” Yeltsin
said on arrival in Kazakhstan.

"I think the heads of state
will determine all the ncces-

sary privileges and slatues for
him.” he said.

"We'd like in our civilized
state o have the president of
the country, who has done a
lot of good as well as made
mistakes, to leave with dignity
while we build the
Commonwealtlh of
Independent States,” Yeltsin
said.

Yeltsin said it will be the
first time since the 1917
Bolshevik Revolution that a
head of state has retired
peacefully.

The Russian president, who
is the driving force behind the
commonwealth, had agreed

with Gorbachev last Tucsday -

Lthat the Soviet Union would be

~ dissolved by the end of the

year. Gorbachev's resignation is
cxpected before then.

Ycltsin voiced oplimism
before heading into the meet-
ings with the other republic
lcaders in the white marble

UN mediator
starts peace
talks in
El Salvador

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 2]
: "'The UN's chicl peacekecping
official is discussing ceasc-firc
arrangements in El Salvador
with the government and left-
ist rebel negotiators’, the main
UN mediator said Friday, re-
ports AP.

Salvadoran President Alfre-
do Cristiani has also come 1o
New York to be able to join the
peace talks when n . the
mediator, Alvaro de Soto, told
reporiers.

Secretary-General Javier
Perez de Cucllar said Friday
that the ncgotiations "are mov-
ing very. very quickly, with
great enthusiasm.”

Howkver, de Solo said he
could not that there had
been a break yct on any
of the major points of con-

mﬁmam}idh paralyses
Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Dec 21 : The
Kashmir Depuly Inspector
General of Police, Rajan Bak-
shi; escaped an attempt on his
life in the old city. while life
was paralysed in the valley
today due to a bandh called by
some mililant organisations,

PT1.

Police said militants fired at
Bakshi's bullet-proof car in the
old city last cvening. llis secu-
rity guards rcturned fire but
the militants escaped under
the cover of darkness. No ca-
sualties were reported in the
incident. ,

Shops and busincss cstab-
lishments remained closed to-
day in the vallcy and vechicular
transpert remained off the
roads dise 1o the bandh called

militant organisations, in-
cluding the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Froni
WKLF), o protcst against al
leged excesses by sccurity
forces

ALGIERS : Two young supporters of the Islamic Salvation
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Front (FIS) hold the Algerian flag in the neighbourhood of
Bab El Oued before Friday's prayers, several days before the
legislative elections which will take place on December 26.

— AFP/UNB photo

Presidential Palace

Alma-Ata, not that only the
southern repu of. Georgila
was abscenl

‘I am in a very good mood
because cveryone is here in
Alma-Ata,” he said at the air-

porl. "They said it would be 10 |

republics, and it's 11.
Practically cverything is done.
There will be an historic meet-
ing 'to agree on a
Commonwealth of
Independent States.”

The 11 republics are
Russia, Dyclorussia, Ukrainc,
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
Tadzhikistan, Kirgizia,
Uzbckistan, Moldavia, Armen
and Azerbaijan. :

Yelisin also told re crs
that there should be a single
nuclcar command and he be-
liecved the issue of nuclear
weapons, which the Kremlin
had deployed in four republics,
would be settled at the meet-
ing.”

____|.Soviet embassy in

Delhi switches
allegiance to

Russia

NEW DELLHI, Dec 21: The
Soviel ¢ in the Indian
capital has swilched allegiance
lo Russia, newspapers said tlo-
day, and has raiscd the federa-
ton's flag in place of the red
hammer-and-sickle banner,
reporis Reuter.

Ambassador Anatlomy Dru-
kov told Delhi's External
Allairs Ministry of the change
on Friday, the Times of India
rcporied.

Ne one was available at the

embassy loday to comment on
the reports.

UN to maintain
embargo
against Iraq

NEW YORK, Dec 21 : The
UN Security Council on Friday

decided to maintain a 16-

month-old trade embargo
against Iraq bul voiced support
to ease Lhe procedure [or
channelling unexempted goods
to . reporis AFP.

Yuli Vorntsov, the current
President of the Securily
Council, told reporters here
the UN "Sanctions Commiticce”
would draw up a list ol goods
that are exempied from the

cmbargo.

hamphalll* cancels

trip to Cambodia

PIINOM PENII. Dec 21
Police fired warning shots and
clashed with rock-throwing
student demonstiralors
Saturday on the fourth day ol
unprecedented demonsira-
tlons against alleged govern-
nwent and police corruption,
rcports Al

Guerrilla seources In
Bangkok said the unrest forced

Khmor Rouge leader Khicu
Samphan to camnvl his return
to the Cambodian capital,
where he was nearly lynched
by a mob last month,

The [irst meeting on
Cuambodian soil ol the country's
interim reconciliation council,
st heduled for Saturday, was
postponed with the Khmer
Rouge reportedly not satishicd

Rafsanjani blasts terrorism

NICOSIA, Dec 21 : In what
could reflect a new foreign
, Iranian President |las-
Rafsanjani on Friday dc-
nounced lerrorism and anti-
Western jingoism in of pru-
dence and pragmatism, re

than anything clsc,” Ralsanjani

| sadd in a sermon at Tchran

University.
"We need a prudent policy

. both for inside Lhe country, in

order o hen our basc,

sirengl
and for our foreign policy, so
that we can have presenee and
help without being ac-

ol engaging in lerror-
ism,” he added.
have no need o speak

pon,
ediessly frightening the

Dallas and opened nationally
Sione wenl on ABC-

ne” on Thursday

and defended the film.

"

the harshest crit-

cism was from New York
Times columnist Tom Wicker,
who covered the Kennedy as-
sassination for the paper.

Wicker lambasied Stonc in a
December 1|5 picce titled :
“Does JFK conspire Against
Reason?”

Wicker accused Sionc of
fabrication and les through
omission lo asscri Stonc's “one
true fatth about November 22,
1963° — that a fascist -
acy was behind Ken ‘s
death and a Warren Com-
mission cover-up, making Lee
Harvey Oswald a patsy and
corrupting democracy.

"He uses the powerful in-
strument of a motion picture
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people,” Ralsanjani told wor
shipcrs.
His call jor moderation, lor

tertainment world, 1o prupa-
gate the one true faith — even
though that faith, If widely ac-
cepled, would be contemptu-
ous of the very Conslitutional
government Mr. Stone’'s film
purporis e uphold,” wrote
Wicker.

The controversy aclually
may help boost the Him's box-
oflice fortunes. Because "JFK"

other political .
ing "1 think t is clear from

abandoning lcrrorism and
flerce anti-Weslern slogancer
ing. which became hallmarks
of lran's 1979 revolution, clash
with the teachings of the lale
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeint:

Ever since his election in
June 1989, wecks aller
Khomeini died of cancer,
Ralsanjani has been (rying lo
improve relations with the
west and lran’'s Arab neighbour
lo attracl Invesiment and
technology for a [altering

economy.

Khomeini, who led the rev- |

olutton that replaced the
Irantan monarchy with the
Islamic Republic, made anti-
Western senlimenils cormer-
stones of his revolution.

llezbollah is the group be-
Heved o be the » la for
hostiage-holding factions in
Lebanon.

with sccurity arrangements for
the scssion.

Ne¢rvous sccurily men,
backed by aboul 150 riot po-
lice with helmets and metal
shicids, fired off hundreds of
rounds into the air as the
protest began to turn viokenl.

There were no dcalhs re-
ported but several people were
injured. =

The riot erupted aller po-
lice arrested a medical student
who was discussing with col-
lcaguces last week's protests by
civil government officials of
sclling government properly
and pocketing the proceeds.

The students claimed their
collcague was scvercly bealen
by police, and one witness said
he was bleeding from the
muouth,

On Friday, a mob ransacked
and partly burned down the
hvoow of the mintster ol trans-
port and communications, Ros
Chhun. lie later resigned. The

protesiors claimed Lthe minis-

" er had Laken over a govern-

ment-owned villa for his pri-
vale residence.

The protests, which began
Wednesday, are the first in this
nation for more than two
decades. During that time,
Cambodia endured a savage

war, the Khmer s bloody
reign and 13 ycars of civil con-
Mict.

The Vielnamese-installed

governmenl announced in
October it had renounced

Communism in favour of mults-
23,

de nd
human rights. On

the four warring parties
a pcace treaty in Parls

dubStone’s 'JFK'a

their cfforts (o destroy my
film's credibility is that history
may bc o important lo leave
o newsmen.”

Stone, In an inlerview with
the Assoctated Press, acknowl
edged he played a tle loose
with some facts, but asserted
he has an artistic right to in-
lerpret history.

"My movic s ultlﬂﬁ a
myth, the countermyth | "
to the Warren Commission,” he
sald. The Warren Commission
concluded there was a sole

In Friday's reviews, many
crities grappled with the
quostions of Stone's artistic -
cense and his historical re-
sponsibilities. and how this

joggling act played as enler-

tainmonil.
"JFK cxisis on lwo levels as

a movie [nol so pure and defl-

Censtitulion.

Arizona revicwoer
Bob Fenster gave “JFK" five
slars, the ‘s highest rat
ing. and Lou from Tha

The Baily Star <

i

presenting her with the

ceremony at the Elysee Palace Friday, —

PARIS : French President Francois Mitterrand holds the
hand of Italian actress Sophia

of Honour a

photo

 Fall follows fun

HOUSTON : US security guards who were watching TV in-

stead of a nuclear
oflicials said on Thu
Houston Lighting

power plant have been fired or suspended,
rsday, Reuter.
and Power Co

fired five workers

and suspended 17 without pay for watching TV in a vacant
conference room at a nuclear power plant instead of staying

at

assigned posts.
The guards, hired by a subcontrattor, worked at the south

Texas project plant about 100 miles (160 km) southwest of

Houston.

™
But officials said

plant sccurity was nol

compro-
nﬂtudlinctl]wwrhﬂ--rrwduh-clﬂ)mmlnlh:

event an clectronic surveillance

fad

syslem .
Company officials did not reveal how they caught the

workers walching TV.

"There was no break in sccurity because the electronic

sysiem did not fail,” a company spokcsman said, adding that
he assumed the workers watched sporting events.

'‘China’s sorrow '’

C

colour

BEWING : China's Yellow River is running clcan and gfesn
for the first time in 265 years, the oflicial New China News

Agency said Saturday, reports Reulter.

The river, which
sand and silt it

its name from Lhe huge quantity of
carrics, is nicknamed "China’s sorrow”

because of its rccord of disastrous floods over.the centuries.

The

agency sald scanl rain in Lhe npper reaches of the

5,000 km (3,000 milc} long river in the past fcw months
meant the sand content of China's sccond longest river was

half as much as usual.

The last time the river ran clean was in 1726, il said.

The benign doctor

ALEXANDRIA : An infertility s

{ accused of using his

own sperm (o impregnate women may have [athered as many
as 75 children, a prosecutor said Friday, rcports AP.

Assistant US

Randy Bellows said during a hearing
that workers in the former Vienna, Va, clinic run
Jacobson ncver saw evidence of a sperm

by Ceril B.
donor, and that he

treated more than 75 women who were having problems be-

coming pregnant.
Eleven

parents whose 15 children were alleged

ly fathered

by Jacobson are scheduled to Lestify at the trial, the prosecu-

tor added.

At the hearing, US District Judge James Cacheris denied a

government
oul

request o keep the public and the news media
the courtroom during the trial.

had argued that sceredy was needed to protect the

"For a parcenl's identily lo be disclosed, that would disclose
the identily of the child,” he old the judge.

Jacobson, who now lives in Provo, Utah, laces irfal Feb. 10
on 53 counts of maifl fraud, wire fraud an perjury. The perjury
counts come [from alleged false statements to the Federal
Trade Commission, which obtained a court order three years
ago requiring him to sct up a fund to rcimburse patients. He
has pleaded innocent o the charges.

Corazon urges army to

children.

MANILA, Dec 21: President
Corazon Aquino called on the

Philippine army today to pre-
serve the gains of de

by ensuring an mlm
clection and a smooth turnover
of power next year, rcporls
Reuter.

*The 1992 clections shall
be another test for our political
maturity and moral discipline.
It is yel another erucible for
the Filipino soldier.,” Aquine
said at celcbrations to mark
the 56 the anniversary ol the
Armed Forces of the Phili-
ppines (AFP).

She also commended Lhe

soldier for remaining loyal to
the constitution during the six

coup attempts by rcbel military
officers in her six ycars in of-
fice.

*There is no doubt that the
Armed Forces of the Phili-
ppines today upholds civilian

" she declared. "Re-
main firm in your reseolve to
uphold the ideals ol your
profession. The chain of
command must be frec from
obstruction.”

"I remind you all of your

Mike Clark of USA Today
gave the Bim 3 1/2 stars, wril-
ing : "Cinematically, JFK s 90
per cenl marvel, lalicring n
domestic scenos. istorically,

i dh.ph{l cnough insidious
ﬁil of to put Sicgirid-
-Roy out of work.”
But Time magazines
Richard Corlins satd the fim,

whoen on ils own lwrms,
- " and offcred Uhis

ensure peaceful polls

duty o cnsure the smooth and
peaceful turnover of power In
: just the sanctity
of the ballot that you must
guarantee but also the

of the will of the people,”

next May's clections,

The ann celcbration
also marked the of the
restored gencral headquarters
buflding in camp

was burned by

cming Nattonalist | '
has turned Tatwan

10,000 stalions o
Officials satd results will be




