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Save Our Children

For Bangladesh, there is quite a bit of good
news in The Stale of the World's Children (SWC)
report for 1992. But il is overshadowed the
overall ¢ — national, | and Inter-
national — of saving millions ol children in the
developing world [rom high ra_n&.-u of muﬂnﬂltl.
continu malnutrition, growing illiteracy a
forms n‘ll" avoidable discases. Credit goes to the
United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) for pre-
senting us with what seems to be a balanced re-
El. released lly on Thursday, and to its ol-

in Dhaka lor focusing on the o Inl.llonnl'l
ailure, In

rformance. both success and

On balance, UNICEF and local authorities have
well together to achieve what the
the UN body., Cole P.
enomenal success” in

in the field of the

worked

Dodge describes a8 8 -

recent years, es ia
Extended ru::e on Immunisation (EPI),

with the reached in some selected areas,
such as the Rajshahi division. This success is
matched by decreasing trend In child mar-
#o. the increased supply of pure

er for the rural ple and a rise in the

enrolment of girl st ts in schools. Here, Mr
Dodﬁ: is ht in commending the pra-
steps by the government in the

Five Year Plan to redress the prob-
lems of children. Similarly, one must give due
credit to several Non-Governmental Organisations
(NGOs), both foreign and local, for the role they
have played In the endless battle to save our

§

[ an endless battle, not just for

{ also for most developing coun-
tries, especially those which face (win prob-
lems of rale ol economic development and

excessive lation growth. This exPlalns wh
while the "Under Five Mortality Rate" (USM
has decreased In Bangladesh from 156 per
thousand in 1960 to 114 in 1990, the country is
still ranked 23 amo the 38 nations with
exceedingly high USMR. There are other
statistics which paint a grim picture of the fate of
our children, in the urban centres as well as in
rural areas.

The publication of the annual report on The
State of the World's Children serves as a re-
minder of what more national governments and,
3 exiension, the international community could

to face up to the challenge. The size of the al-
location in budgets for human development, in
such fields as health care, sanitation and educa-
tion, still falls below 12 per cent on average In
ﬂﬂehpua!cwmma. On' the other hand, rich
nations ich provide assistance Lo develop
countries allocate, on average, ten per cent o
their aid (o health, education and !’anugreplannug.
Seen In this context, whatever some dwelug::g
countries, including Bangladesh, have achi
in tac problems of children. this has been
possible despite the paucily of funds from
national and international sources. This also
means that these mc&nuglri}ca rrg‘ylﬁl have saved

hildren, ra the leve ler er

and met other p needs betler haacfywe
more generous with lunds for children-related
projects.

In the final analysis, this is the crux of the mat-
ter. If we have to do better in the year in
our children, we have no choice but to

more funds [rom national and interna-
sources for projects in this field. We can do
80 by diverting funds from unproductive sectors
and reducing our defence budgets, while rich
nations must increase Lheir allocatlions for the
de'ebm:? world. espec for the reduction of
poverly, irom the saving in their military ex-

Politics in Pakistan has taken a sad tumn for the
worse, following the 27th November incident
when a group of masked armed men allegedly
gang raped Ms Veena Farhana Hayat, the 40-year-

old daughter ol a respected politician, Mr
Shaukat L Khan, a personal friend and politi-
cal associate of the country's founding lg?hcr
Mohammed Ali Jinnah. Ms Hayat is a close friend
amily, to intimidate whom the at-
tack was carried out. It is alleged that in the 12-

hour ordeal, during which the viclim was tor-

tured and raped. the armed atlackers tedly
m:med her about her links with the Bhutlo
. Ms Hayal claims to have overheard her
tormentors mention the name of Sind Chief
ml;lfm Eal:lcﬁ Ali and his Home Aflairs
anulla arwal as the masterminds

bemhmrl ll;hkbarbarb act.
whole episode Lakes on a far more sinister
and deplorable dimension because it thpened in
the backdrop of opposition charges political
vendeita by the Pakistani President against the
former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutlo. whom he

q i
Lo be the father-in-law of
Marwat. Marwat's brother also heads the Crime
Investigation Agcnl‘.z of Sind. Just prior (o the al-
leged assaull on Hayat the Sind government
launched a massive aitack on the opposition
Pakistan Parly arresting more than
2.m0ﬂusmkm.alllnthcnmmofruundmg
up terrorists.

Given the tradition of politics in Pakistan — we
are all partly victims of this disease — reaction to
this barbaric attack will take on party colours.
Haters of the Bhutto family will find some flaws
with the opposition story and the members of
the opposite camp will want the so-called
masterminds already hanged or 'stoned’ to death.

faflure to distinguish the fundamental prin-
ciple of democratic practice — civilized practice,
really — from what is obviously a criminal act of
the most despicable kind will fower the standard
of politics in Pakistan. When politicians tolerate
party violence, gangsters find their way Iinto
political lgame:. Rapist will enter the political

if this viole

arena ni, dastardly and debas act is
Judged according to part}l? lines and not
by all parties and all politicians,

regardless of which side of current political

they belong to. President Ghulam Ishaq
Khan will be wise to take all possible steps to
elurlhcalrandql:ltnlhcbottmnofthlnmdjd
episode Lo protect his own tation, as his own
relations and political followers have been
accused of the crime. More importantly, he
should do so (o Ernlcct the reputation of the
political system of his country.

§

S Central Asia’'s geopo
htieal tectonic  plalcs

countries in the reglon arc
being drawn incxorably loge-
ther — China. Pakistan and

Ih t:rr‘!nl
m - m M.
matic activity between Isla-
mabad, Befjing and Tehran in

lyst, speaking privaicly.
Berelt of US political and

economic props, military
Pakistani lor one,
seems 1o be insecure about its
role in the region. Islamabad is
also nervous aboul whalt it sccs

HILE 1t is widely ack-

thal Islam
led the world in scie-
ntific and intellectual dis-
coverics, Islam is still a deeply
misunderstood and misrcp-
resented way of life o the
majorily ol the West. The
origin of this misrcpresenta-
tion is controlled by a few
hands, has a ncar monopoly
over the production and dis-
seminalion ol intecrnational in-
formation and posscsses a high
level of credibility on Lthe audi-
ence il aims to infllucnce.
Eighty per cent of the globe's
news dala originates [rom the
four major Western news
agencics — Assoclaled [P'ress,
United IPress International,
Reuter and Agence France
Presse — while the Third
World, which compriscs sev-
enty-five per cent of the
earth's population, accounts
for only twenty per cent of the
news coverage, and that too
mainly concerning famines and
disasicrs and coups AP, UPI,
Reuler and AFP, daily cable
more Lthan 45 million words to
110 nations. The quantity ol
news scnt by them Lo Asia,
Africa and South America is
100 times more than the
quantily of information Nowing
in the reverse direction. The
United Statlcs controls over
two-thirds of all information in
the non-communist world.
Ninely per cent of foreign in-
formation for press, radio and
television in Alrica arrives
In South

from the West.

America, over sevenly por cent

The US Factor in the Alliance
of China, Iran and Pakistan

A shared suspicion of the United States is
drawing China, Pakistan and Iran together
in an unlikely triangular alliance, writes
Mushahid Hussain of IPS from Islamabad.

And with the Soviel -- US
o d from
by the of the

Pakistan seccs fiisclf

year,
treading an arduous and loncly

policy path.
the collapse of the

communisi in the Sovict
Undon, China is also fecling Lhe
hcat — both and

politically — from W,
which has made no secret of
its desire o sec an “action re-
play” of the Sovict collapse in
China.

ng has therefore moved
swifllly to re-establish closer
tics with the remaining Stalin-
esque bastions in Asia : North
Korca, Victnam and Burma.
Simultancously, it is also
strengthening its Hnks with
Iran and Pakistan along ils
weslern flank.
Despite the end of the Gulf

of all forcign informatien Is
provided by Lhe iwo Amrican
news agencies, UM, and Al
Modern technology s sup-
ported by lrained cxpertise
and abundant financial re-
sources. For insltance, U’ has
238 burcaux with about 10,000
employccs in 62 slates. A simi-
lar monopoly 1s posscssed by
the West in inlcrnational radio
broadcasting. Added (o Lhese
media outlelts monopoly in the
West is the fact thal newspa-
pers and magazines arc usually
ownced by a few press burons.
Thus Lord Thomson, Kath-
erine Graham, Randolph
Hearst and Rupcrt Murdoch
are famous among thosc in the
West who can claim o be in-
NMuential owners of pross
“empires”. Eighty per cent of
the Uritish press is owned or
conloried, partially or wholly,
by a few mulunationals, and six
of the nine British national
dally ncewspapers have [inal
control vesled in an individual,
[amily or a trusL. Al the British
Trades Union Congress held in
1979. TUC Icaders accused
newspaper OWNCrs of
"eensoring” Lheir papers and
turning them into “political
and social propaganda sheets ™

The cultural and political
belicl systems of cditorial stall
also cxcrcise a major role in
the media's policy on various
lopics. Such a tilt is apparent
in the American media. which
is characicrized by a strong
pro-Isracli, anti-Arab bias. “The
New York Times®, “The

War, Islamic countries say
there has been no change in
Washingilon's attitude towards
the region : the United Sates
conlinucs o see lran as a
threal lo its interesis

an emasculated Saddam

factor”

Hussain

“The . US has
emcrged as a common uniting
bond between the three coun-
trics in recent months.

The United States has been
pressuring all three countries
and has attempted to curtail
military cooperation between
them.

In April 1991, the US
House of Representative

sed legislation certifying
o apcm sold missfles
and other milltary equipment
to five countries in the
— Pakistan, lran, Img,

and Syria.

Stale Depariment's Mlst of
states allegedly “su
terroriam’, a recent envoy

by Md Azher Zafar Shah

Washington Post”, “Time",
"Newsweek™, “The Intern-
ational licral Tribunce”, all arc
partly or wholly Zionist-owned
or have Zionisis in prominemnt
ediorial positions.

The Western perceplion
which is conveyed In media
coverage of the Muslim world
can be analyzed in three spe-
cific frameworks: cultural, po-
litical and ideological. In Lhe
cultural sphere there s the
identification of western cus-
toms with civilized virtue and
modernization, This involves
ingredients of a “holier-than-
thou” morality and a somewhat
niked double standard. A few
ycars ago, Lhe famous Amer-
ican  politician William
Fulbright cmphasized the nood
o "overcome excessive moral-
ism”~ and condemned “the
Wesilern lendeney o attach a
mylhological sanclity to poli-
cics and practices which in
themiselves have no moral con-
lent or value.”

Anything Western Chris-
tianity, Capitalism, Colonjalism
— is usually portrayed
posilivcly as a flactlor in favour
of modcrnization. This "moral”
dimension is cxemplified in
the West's rdlationship with
Isracl. While support for Isracl
is projeclcd as a “"moral
commitment”, sympathy for
the Arab pcerspective is por-
traycd as surrender to “oil
blackmail”. Considcered from

the historical viewpoint, the
West's "moral” support for Lthe
Zionist causcs appcars quile
shallow due to thc West's si-
lence when crimes were being
pt-rr.-tr-lﬂl by the Christlans
of Europe against the Jews of
Europe during the preceding
centuries.

The West's double standard
is most blatant in presentation
of the Arab-lsrac] conllict, with
Palcstinians normally dc-
scribed as “terrorists® while
the stale terror of Isracl is cl-
ther overlooked or underem-
phasized. Arabs who subsidize
the Wesl are persisiently cari-
calured, while Isracl which
depicies Weslern resources s
nol. As a Christian Palcstinian
asked rhetorically: “"Was [sla-
mic punishment, which Lantal-
izcd Lhe press, more irredu-
cibly vicious than napalming
Viclinamese s “lsracl's
refecrence to 2000-year old
liiblical testaments Lo sanction
ils occupation of Arab land is
never viewed as “return W Lhe

past”.

Popular Theme

Islam's apparcnl incompalti-
bility with modcrnization is
the most popular theme
among Weslern scholars and
media. The fact is that if mod-
ernization rcprescnls morce
schools, hospitals, roads,
houscs, cconomic progress
and social security, then Islam
is all for it. I, on the other
hand, modernization mcans

Indian state of Kashmir,

Although China recen
signed the Nuclear Non- -
eration Treaty (NPT), both
Pakistan and China have for
long resisted US pressure on
their nuclear weapons pro-

gambling, free sex, pornogra-
phy. alcoholism, drug addic-
tion, vandalism, and crimes of
violkence, then [slam is lotally
opposed to such “moder-
nization”.

Politically, the Wesl and its
mecdia have gencrally per-
ceived the uslim world
mainly in the framugork of the
competition between Lhe two
supcrpowers. The Muslim
world's own particular identity
is usually under playcd. The
Western perceplion of the
Muslim world is more on the
level of a Soviet gain or weslt-
cm losc. Some fllustrations : A
Palcsiinian sovervign statc
must be opposced becausc it
will be a “Sovicl satellfie”:
Turkcy is “important”, becausc
it provides facilitics 1o monilor
the Sovict Union; the lranian
Revolution must be opposcd
boecause it is also against |sracl.

It is the idcological value
systcm of the Wesl Lthat is at
the root of much mi -
tation of Islam and the Muslim
world. The West's ideological
pereeplion of the world con-
lains ingredicnts of the cus-
lomary Western secular, beral
disdain for rvligion as well as
Christianity’s traditional antag-
ondém towards Islum. The Arab
cditor, llasnein lletkel, pro-
vides historical causcs for this
Chrisuianily versus Islam en-
mity: The Crusades which led
o Christian defcals at the
hands of Muslim generals, and
the conflict between western
impcrialism-Arab nationalism
in the prescent century. Even

Pakistan's nuciear programme.
The recent international

conlcrence on the iniilade in

Tehran is also seen by

as a realflirmation of lran's
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“efl-wing” Tl:trnh is also dis-
cernible when the Muslim
world is undcr consideration.
Many arc praciising “sclective”
anti-imperialism
quict about Zionist
in the Unilced Siales promi-
ncol liberals who were “doves”
on Vicinam arce "hawks" on
Isracl; cxamplcs being Sc-
nators Edward Kcnnedy and
George Mc-Govern. Similar
Western intellectual
is apparcnt on human rights:
there arc massive prolests
whenever a dissident Jew s
imprisoncd in Russia, while
repression of the Palestinfans
is overiooked. .

The [amous Pakistani jour-
nalist, Allal Gauhar, is correct
in his that the wesiern
media may be “liberal but that
does not make it free of all cul-
tural and idcological con-
straints.” He adds Lhat "liber-
alism is an which has
had an historie aflinity and
compatibility with im-
perialism”, and the “liberal
press for all its lolerance and
dedication to [reedom of
thought is profoundly suspi-
cious of, and hestile to, ide-
ologics like communism and

Islam.”
The wriler is Assisiant

Professor, Department of
International Relations,

University of Dhaka

New Zealanders Set Ban on Age Discrimination

Derek Round writes from Wellington

HE age of New Zealand

politicians reflects

much about changes in
the nation’s working ages.

Fifty years ago it was not
unusual for parlamentarians to
be in their 60s and 70s. A
cabinet minister under the age
of 50 was rare.

Today thcre are more min-
isters under 50 than there are
over 50. The ruling National
Party and the opposilion
Labour Party each have only
one member of Parliament
over 60.

But, with the number of
over-60s in the country
increasing and the strength of
the "Grey Power”™ movement
growing, the trend may be
reversed. And grey hair may
once again be seen around the
cabinet table.

Which is probably jusl as
well, as New Zealand is poised
to oullaw discrimination on

unds of age. The move

lows Lthe government's deci-
sion o raise the age at which
New Zcalanders can qualify for

Letters for publication in these columns should be
acfduuad to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

a state pension. ;

A major political row Jooms
over supcrannualtion, with the
governmenl arguing laxpaycrs
can no longer afford a gold-
plated pension scheme.

New Zealanders currently
qualify for a pension at 60. But
starting next April, the age of
eligibility will be raised grad-
ually to 65 over the next 10

years.

ployment, people over 50 are
finding it increasingly difficult
to gel jobs.

Justlice Minister Douglas
Graham, who is introducing
legislation to outlaw age dis-
crimination, says there is
nothing the government can
do to interfere with private
conlracts staling a retirement

can't force employers 1o do
things, but the gencral inten-
tion is Lo ise there is a
change in the age of superan-
nuation. Therefore there are
pcople who will need to be
working on.”

New Zecaland already has
lcgislation banning discrimina-
tion on grounds of race, gen-

leader writers.

Labour Party lcader Mike
said the retirement plans of
thousands of peoplc had been
thrown i{nto, turmeil and
immensc anguish had bceen
caused in the over-50 age
group by Lhe government's
decision to increase the age of
cntitlement for superannua-
tion.

The Dominion newspaper

New Zealand prohibits discrimination on grounds of race, gender or religion, is keen to outlaw

discrimination against disab

ility and is debating whether to ban discrimination because of sexual orientation

But many pcople have been
planning lo retire at 60 — or
are forced by their condilions
of employment Lo retire then
— in Lhe expeclation they
would have a guaranieed pen-
sion at thal age.

The decision to raise the
qualifying age to 65 has meant
many New Zealanders, foreed
to give up work at 60, face the
prospect of going on the dole
until they are 65.

With widespread unem-
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were advertised to be releasced
on Friday, one of the entitled
"The Naughty Girl." The adver-
tisements included some very

- provocalive posters. Naturally

there was a large crowd pre-
sent at the booking windows,

‘and also naturally, ticket black-

marketecrs made a heyday of

- the opportunity. But alter the

first of the advertised films
was shown, instead of "The
Naughty Girl,” another, previ-

s film was started.
m. the audience reacted
violently and began to break
the furniture of the hall. This
reaction of the audience,
although undesirable, {s one

that can be expecied in such a
situation, even in such a case

age that employees have
alrcady signed.
But he ho the legisla-

tion will make it easier for
people Lo negotiale continued
work wilh their employers.
"The cllect will be to make it
apparcnl Lo cmployers that
they cannot discriminate
againsl pcople on ground of
age,” Mr Graham says.

“Thal doesn't mean cvery
older person is going to be
able to go out and get a job. You

80 sexually provocative.

The above mentioned
Khulna daily has, in its said
protest, criticised the admin-
istration including the police
and relevant authorities that
can apply censorship rights for
their acquiescence in this pro-
cess of erosion of ethical val-
ues, and | want to record my
protest against such criticism
on the ground that when the
same authorities actually wake
up and take similar action,
newspapers as well as social
and political leaders and aspir-
ing leaders raise a hue and cry
about encroachment by the
governmenl on “"freedom of
expression.” The same
journal has in the past criti-
cised the government in re-
spect of the restrictions im-

posed on slaging of "Jatras.”

Why this hypocrisy?

Anwar Flroze
Babu Khan Rogd, Khulna.

when the advertised film is not  Malafide intention

der or religion. Mr Graham
says he is also keen to outlaw
discrimination on the grounds
of disability.

Sull unresolved is the de-
bale over outlawing discrimi-
nation on grounds of sexual
oricntation, a measure advo-
caled by homosexuals and
lesbians.

The government's decision
to tackle the prejudice of
"agcism” has been generally
welcomed by politicilans and

Sir, 'Thanks to Julien
Francis for his letters "Dem-
ocratic violence"” and “"Inhu-
man” published in The Dail
Star, on 11th and 18t
December respectively.

Before |1 write anything in
sup of the views expressed
by Mr Francis, | would like to
express my heart-felt sympa-
thy with victims. | would
further like to request Mr
Francis not to blame the peo-

le of Bangladesh as a whole
r the misdeed of handful of

hooligans. The silent rity
is not in favour of any ::crn
h shed

of
their blood twice for democ-

racy in 1971 and 1990. We

want to tect, preserve and
nourish . Butl a sec-
tion is its best o
create ¢ and confusion

with a malafide intention to
kill the new-born democracy.
Mr Francis would appreciate
The Star for its second
leader of December 18, under
the caption "A Cool Ten-hour

declared: "Restricting le's
right to live a normal life in
socicty just because they have
rcached a predetermined
birthday should be no more
acceplable than discrimination
on grounds of race, gender or
religious belief.”

Advocates of an end to age
discrimination point out that
people 60 and over make up
an incréasing proportion of the
country's total human

- resource. In 196868 they com-

Raid”. Now loolers and hooli-
gans raisc slogans glorifying
some political party or other !
M Saleem Ullah

Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Western Samoa

Sir, We heard through the
HW:;“ that Western Samoa
was being hil by a powerful cy-
clone last week which hllhdq-
number of pcople and de-
stroyed huge propertics.

Western Samoa is a country
of islands in the Pacific in the

Oceania. The capital is Apia.

Recently ' through some per-
sonal contact, | learned a lot
aboul Western Samoa and pub-
lished in ‘The Samoan Times'
one of my write-ups covering
informations about Bangladesh.
The country ts among the de-
veloping ones, but ils eco-
nomic condition and popula-

By i

which is rich and within the
territory of America. Coconut

prised 12 per cent of the
population. Today they are
15.4 per cent, Mt:':r stcad]
toward an estima 26 pc’z
cend by 2031.

In 1936, 83 per cenl of
New Zealand men 60 to
64 were still working full-
time, compared with 35
cent in 1986. This despite the

ins of bnfr life expectancy,

tter health care and wird'g'
education.

For men 65 and over tLhe
drop has been even more dra-
matic. In 1936, 39 per cent
were still’ working. In 1986
only 7 per cent were working.

"That shows how cxpecta-
tions of helplessness and
dependency can become sclf-
fulfiling. prophecies — even
though most over-60s, then
and now, are healthy, alert,
and offer added value in a per-
speclive and experience that
only the years can bring,” the
Dominion newspaper said.

— Depthnews Asia

grows abundantly in Western
Samoa and they have some co-
conul processing plants.
Remittance from Samoans
working abroad is one of the
major incomes. People are
simple and quite friendly. The
form of government is parlia-
mentary. Very few DBangla-
deshis know aboul Wesiern
Samoa bul this country has
direct icic-link with Dhaka. As
far as | know, aboul len
Bangladeshis are working
there is rcsponsibic positions.
Mcanwhile, we understand
that an cpidemic is broken out
in the Western Samoa follow-
ing the devastating cyclone. We
would carncsily ecall upon the
international communitics and
the UHJHEIII to intensily
rescue reliel tions In
and exicnd our decp
the people of

and hope they

there
mpathy to
cslern

will soon overconw distress.

M. Zahidul | lagque

Assistant I'rofessor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhaka.



