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Soviet embassy in
Dhaka switches

allegiance

By Staff Correspondent

The flag of the Russian fed
eration will MNutter in

in Dhaka from today (Sunday),
embassy officials informed the
hrm Office on Saturday.
emblemed red flag
Soviél Union was earlicr low-
ered al the embassy on
Thursday.
Sovict embassy officials told
See Page 12 Col. 7
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. ‘premiscs ol the Sovicl cmbassy
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ALMA-ATA (Kazakhstan),
Dec 21: Eleven Soviet re-
publics formed a new com-
monwealth of findependent
stales today and told president
Mikhail Gorbachev that the
Sovict Union and his job no
longer existed.

The 11 lcaders signed the
agreement al a historic meet -
ing in Kazakhstan's capital
Alma-Ata. But they postponed
until December 30 a definite
decision on the vital question
of who will control the Soviet
nuclear arscnal.

Sovict Delfence Minister
Yevgeny Shaposhnikov was ap-
pointed temporary head of the
armed forces until that date,
when republican leaders will
meet in the Byclorussian capi-
tal Minsk to sct up a perma-
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nent structure.

"There will be one bution
until December 30," a Kazakh
spokesman said, referring to
the authority o launch nuclcar
weapons.

Russian lcader Boris Yeltsin
told a news conference afller
the signing that the 11 leaders
had taken “appropriale deci-
sions” aboul Gorbachev's future
in the light ol his cxpresscd
intention Lo sicp down shortly.

Gorbachev's’
spokesman lold Interfax news
agency Lhat the Sovicl

President would wait for morc

information on the resulls of
the Alma-Ata meeting.
The leaders rejected the

60-yecar-old Sovict President's -

suggestion of a temporary
"commonwealth citizenship® Lo

chicl
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avoid ethnic mnﬂlcln

This (the mmnmnwmlth] is
not a state. Therefore it can
have no citizenship, Yeltsin
said.

They also agreed that Russia
would take over the Soviet
Union's scat on the UN
Security Council, according to
Seitakazy Mataev, a spokesman
for Kazakhstan President
Nursultan Nazarbaycv, reports
AP.

Russia and the two re-
publics alrcady represented at
the United Nations, Ukraine
and Byclorussia, would push
for UN scats for all the other
participants in the common-
wealth.

Heading into the signing
ceremony at the llouse of
Friendship in the Kazakh capi-

tal with the other presidents,
Russian President Bom Yeltsin
smiled broadly, gave a thumbs-
up and said hc was "very satis-
fled” with the five hours of
talks. Yellsin was the driving
force behind the new struc-
ture,

"The Soviet Union has

ceasced (o exist,” said Malacy,
bricling reporters on the out-

comc of the lalks,

President Mikhail S
Gorbachev, who did not attend
the mecting, most likely will
nol make a decision Saturday
on his resignalion, said his
spokesman Andrei Grachev,

The 60-ycar-old Soviel
lcader, who canwe to power in
March 1985 and unlcashed the
most sweeping reforms in the
nalion’s history, will make a
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nationally tclevised address,
Grachev "Iltl"d lle did not say
when that would oceur.,

Aides Lo Mikhail S
Gorbachev have said the Sovict
President’'s formal resignalion
might come soon alter the
summil in the capital of
Kazakhstan, the sccond-largest
republic,

Earlicr, Matacv has said the
lcaders of all the Soviet re-
publics e¢xeccept Georgia
reached agreement on three
key documents that will scrve
as Lhe basis for the new com-
monwealth.

The first is a protocol that
rccognizes the 11 republics
enlering on an “cqual basis” as
co-foundcrs, Matacv said. This
was a principal demand of the
leaders Lhe five Asian republics
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alter the Slavic n:puhl‘lt:: of
Russia, DByclorussia and
Ukraine formed the common-
wealth Dee 8.

The leaders ngrm-d on a
sccond document called the
"Alma-Ata Declaration,” which
recognizes the independence
of the 11 former Soviet re-
publics and their current bor-
ders, Matlacv said.

A third agreement said that
a temporary military command
would be lormed until Dee 31,
according Lo the spokesman.
Another mecting of the com-
monwcalth lcaders would be
held before then to decide the
issuc on a more pcrmanent ba-
sis, Malacv added.

The cight republics agree-
ing lo join Russia, Byclorussia
and Ukrainc in the commeon:

Republics bury Soviet Union

wealth Salurday are the five
Asian republics — Kazakhstan,
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan,
plus Armenia, Moldavia and
Azerbaijan.

Georgia, the republic
that has not a firm
intention o join, was Lo send

two high-ranking officials as
obscrvers 10 Alma-Ala,

Bclore the mecting. there
were warnings of the
road the former mmuz
even as creale a new
structure the Soviet
Union was falally weakened by
the failed August coup.

Depuly Prime Minister
Yegor Gaidar, sald Friday that
the participants faced a scrics
ol difficult ccononiie problems.
Related story on page 5
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- The US Factor in the
Alliance of China, Iran
and Pakistan
A shared suspicion of
the United States is
drawing China, Paki-
stan and Iran together

in gn unlikely trian-
gular alliance
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Rafsanjani blasts
terrorism
Page 5

]

Business

Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman sees

the
. Law and
Justice Minister Mirza Golam

sixth

Hafiz rcceived the
Minister at the

Prime

e —

= e e

Colombo summit adoEts 48-point declaration

&

R R
o o

Prime Hmuur Hlm Khaled:: Zia addressing the SAARC summit in Colombo
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Dhaka offers 4-point plan

COLOMBO, Dec 21: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today called for making a
solemn pledge (0 pursuce with
tenacity the problems of
poverty and under-devclop-
memt, ‘the real enemies of our

Addressing the sixth SAARC
summit here this morning,
Begum Zia emphasised the
need for renewing resolve to
improve our political and eco-
u-ﬂl:"d securily rather than de-
pe on mili securit
alone. i y

She sald success of SAARC
comprising counirics with a
mosaic of varied cultures has
pul us in a position where ‘we
can sink our differences’.

She emphasised: ‘No prob-
lem can remain unsolved If we
can musier Lhe
ltical will for #s m—hl.hu 2

The summit, held at: the
Bandarnaike Memorial

International Conference [all

(BMICH), is being participated
by heads of government and

=

state of Bhutan, the Maldives,

Nepal, Pakistan, India,
and host Srl Lanka.
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia, Ncpalese Prime
Minister
and Indian Narasi-
mha Rao are attending the
SAARC summit for the first
time.

The Prime Minister
stressed the need to concen-
trate on four linked arcas of

Prasad Kolrala .

ily planning and primary cdu-
cation,

Referring to the succuss
storics of poverty alleviation in
other Seutlh Asian countries,

p A re-

approach to poverty al-
tlon backed by a common

fund il possibic.
She said alleviation of
poverly * would reduce the

stress on our land, alr, waler,
forests and other life support
syslems.

She said this would also re-
duce natural disasters.

She said the practice of
suslainable development was
rather costly, particularly for
the devcloping countries, and
suggesied that the SAARC
could cflectively approach the
global communily to resolve
the issuc.

Begum Zia said the SAARC
study on green-house effects
could provide the basis for

See Page 12 Col. |
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Pcrcentage of pass s 57.04

Dhaka Board HSC
results announced

By Staff Correspondent

Results of the Iligher
Secondary Certificate (1SC)
:fm m:: the Board
Educatton, Dhaka, were an-
nounced yesterday.

Of the 1otal 86,093 (inc-
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SAARC a gaJnst Cross -border terrorism

COLOMDO, Dec 21 : South
Asian lcaders today ended a
one-day summit here urging
greater cconomic cooperation
and cflorts to combal cross-
border terrorism in the
world’'s most impoverished
region, rcports AFP.

The South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) adopted a 48-point
declaration ng from sup-
pression of terrorism and eco-
nomic cooperation Lo wellare
of children and environmental

issues.
Leaders of so countrics
having bilatcral with

neighbours ook thinly veiled
swipes al each other, bul the
organisation’'s new chairman,
President Ranasinghe
Premadasa, was t aboul
for the grouping 4
Sri Lankan President
teld reporters in his first cver
press conference afler assum-
ing office three years ago that
there should be closer political
trade cooperation for
peace and security in the re-
gion.
Premadasa also played down

Sec Page 12 Col. 3

BNP retains
Bakerganj-5

NP candidate Majibur Ra-
hman Sarwar was unoflicially
elected in the parliamentary
by -clection from Bakerganj—5
conslitucency, reports UND,

Sarwar polled 42,111 voles
from 89 oul of the 90 centrus,
according to unofficial results
of the polling held Saturday.
Ilis nearest rival Shawkal
Hossain of the Jatiya Party
bagged 33,447 voles.

Awami League nomince
Fazlul llaq received 11,932
voles while Jamaat-e-Islami
candlidate Abul Hasnat Nur
Mohamnad Nurullah got 8,311
volrs.

Hesults (rom the remaining
centre al Chandromohan with
a total of 2,700 volers was nol
availlable Ull midaight last. The
results of this centre, however,
will not allect the clection out-
come.

Bakcrgan)-5 scal fell vacant
following the clection of Abdur
Rahman Diswas 0 the office of
the

President.

By Staff Correspondent

A total of 57.43 per cent of
the siuvdenis passed in the
Iigher Secondary Certificate
(HSC) examinations of 199]
under the Board of
Intermediate and Secondary

!

BDR man killed as

Burmese troops
raid outpost

‘From Our Correspondent

COX'S DBAZAR, Dee 21
Myanmar (Burmcse) border
security forecs loday stormed
inte a BDR camp in a border-
ing Bangladesh village, killing
at Jeast onc BDR jawan and
another civilan.

Seven BDR personnel and
15 villagers were injured in
the attack.

The invading Burmese bor-
der guards known as Luntin
looted the border outpost
(BOP) of Bangladesh Rifles sit-
uated al the village of Rijupara
under Naikkongchari upazila of
Bandarban district and took
away six Chinese gsifles, one
LMG, onec SMG, and huge
quantily ammunition , official
sources said.

The dead were identificd as
Lance Naik Mosharral (36) and
the villager Sona AH (30). The
injured persons were admitted
to Dhulahajara Christian
Missionary |lospital and Rabila
Hospital in Cox's Bazar. Some

of them are reportedly in crit-
jical condition. All of them sus-
lained bullct injuries, hospital
sources .

-BDR sburces and villagers
said that the Lunlin forces,
numbering around 100, armed
with heavy weapons, cnicred
five kilomcires inside the
Hangial:leuh territory al areund

T'hcy first destroyed the an-
tenna of the wircless unit of

the BOP with a roekel
launcher and fired indtserimi-
natcly in and around the vil-

lage

of the jawans of 37th battalion
posted al the BOP were on pa-
trol duly and hence an cffec-
tive resistance could nol be
put up against the intruders,
Following the_ incident,
most of the villagers fled fear-
ing further attack. A panicky
sitluation was prevailing al the

See Page 12 Col. 6
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SKOP puts
off work

stoppage

By Staff Correspondent

The Sramik Karmachari
Otkya Parishad (SKOP) lasi
night postponed its proposed
48-hour work stoppage
scheduled 0 start from 6 am

mm-mwm-_l

came following a rnment
assurance that a to the
SKOP demands would be

sought within three wecks.

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) be-
tween the two sides 1o this
end could notl be signed last
night: as Lhe Labour and
Mappower Minister Abdul
Mannan was nol pre-
sent al the siage of the

. The Minister had

‘Ph! sourced Shid, that mosi.{ Jofl. for the-wirport o receive

the Prime Minister re
home from the SAARC summit
in Colombe.

The SKOP leaders told The
Daily Star late last night that
the MOU would positively be
signcd this morning. Labour
and , Manpower Secrclary Dr

Mashiur Rahman rcpresentec
See Page 12 Col. 8

Best of Luck & Godspeed
To the Bangladesh contingent in the 5TH SAF Games —

the largest-ever squad representing the country at any
int_ematiunal sporting meet.
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