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Stability in Asia
As the two Koreas lake their caulious steps (o-
wards reconciliation, India and China sel up new
es of co-operation and even Beljing and
Hanol move away [rom past hostility, the inunedi

reaction among experts, oflicials and non-of-
is one of reliel. AL long last, Asia seems

ready to enter Lhe -cold war era.

However, beh 1his reliel lies some cautious
thinking about -range securily considerations
for Asia. Aller all, are nuclear in this

— China and India — and there are others
are in the process of developing their nu-
bility, not necessarily for peaceful pur-

bilateral issues which threaten
oll shooling wars are getting fewer in
are still there. Again, some

which

clear ca

{o touch

number, bul they
couniries in Asia spend enormous [unds on their

defence budgels and maintain huge armies
which, by their very presence, cause concern
among their neighbours. In this context, many
feel compelled to study prospects for a new se-
curity arrangement for Asia, instead ol compla-
cently accepling Lhe stalus quo.

Nowhere is
nmnm stronger than among some members
of Al.-r-ciwhlhn of 30“!;2& East tsun Nlliﬂl‘:
(ASEAN). ir strat tion. the memory
the Second World ngcn well as of the Vietnam
conflict and, last but not the least, their llx:g;rm?
unecasiness about the ing military might o
Japan them to look at their own collec-
tive needs with a sense of urgency. :

l.thhmolugm thal probably lies be-
a new propos
mu! for the selting up ol an Asia-

equivalent of the Conference on Security

and Co-operation in Europe. The exper({, Tommy

T. B. Koh, a lormer ambassador of his country to

the United Nations and cumntl¥ the Director ol

Studies in the cily republic is apparently

in his pe capacitly. However, one

can assume that the proposal well represent
part of the oflicial thinking in the island state.

According (o the proposal of Ambassador Koh,
the proposed [orum would "draw together
ASEPSI. the United States, Japan, China, Russia,
India and other r nal countries" and help

stability in Asia.” In other words, without
being directed against any power, it would serve
almost like a mini-United Nations for this region.

Since the proposed body would not be a de-
fence grouping, but only a forum for consultation
on securily issues, Lhe proposal should nol cause
any alarm. However, il raises several questions.
What can this pro forum do that cannot be
underiaken under the umbrella of the United
Nations? Can such a body persuade China and
India (o sign the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Trealy
and use some persuasive skill with all its mem-
bers to cul their defence spending in [avour of
increased allocalion [or development? Or will it
only crealé a consullative [ramework for the
sharing of defence burden among such major
mn as the United States, Japan, China and

and make smaller nations, like Singapore
and Bangladesh, accept them as custodians of
stability in Asia? Answers to these questions will
decide. whether one should welcome the Koh
as a potential forward-looking move or
see it with serious reservations. We believe, the
real stability in Asia — or anywhere else in the
world — should be linked to peaceful develop-
ment of all nations, especially of the poorest
ones, instead of being based on some oul-dated
premises of military strength and defence.
L ] .
Herbal Medicine

Last couple of cenluries have seen knowledge
and practices from the First World supplanting
those of the Third World. Not all of them have
been good and beneficial for the recipient coun-
tries. On the contrary a lot of undesirable and
even harmful things spread their roots in
the colonies, thanks (o (he West, Medical
mcm.uwknuwnmand as introduced by

Weslerners, is definitely not going to figure
on a culprit list, bul it surely has deall a telling
blow o the once highly-rich tradition of indige-
nous sysiem ol combaling diseases. The blow
came in the form of a disincentive to [urther re-
search, experimenis and improvement with and
to the treatment system that drew its strength
from centuries of inherited knowledge. On the
one. hand the handing down of preparation
formulas and acquaintance with herbs received a
serious setback and on the other, the possibility
of the uamlcm's development as a true discipline

with no organised back-up measures to
patronize research and experiments.

Against this backdrop, a three-day regional
-seminar on Research Trends in Medicinal Plants
held in the city recently pointed to our belated
interest in (raditional methods of treatment.
Highly encouraging though such seminars and
workshops at first look to be, without institutional
supports from the governments of the region. the
results in prncllcaj lerms cannot be much spec-
tacular. Sure enough, the ris on the subjects
ued Lo show the relative advantages —
y In lerms of non-side effects and
cosls — bul tLhe ¢ stands hardly a
chance to be well received by those who matler.
But those lwo considerations do really matter.
Synthetic or chemical drugs have long posed se-
rious threat to both health and environment.
cuuﬂlt:d with this the ever increasing costs of
such medicines have forced the poor to shy of
modern treatment. And admittedly, the poor and
the illiterate of this society still turn (o either the
pathic or herbal treatments. But the unani
and kabiraji methods of medicare have fallen in
inept more (o the point; some of the prac-
titioners llmpav resort to blufls taking advantage
m: and illiterate people's ignorance. This
it obligatory, rather than the opposite, that
the traditiohal methods were systematic in all

particu

possible manners. All aspects of this lype of care |

should be looked into and streamlined so much
80 that none falls a victim to sell professed

However, it will not be easy (o revive Lhe glory

of the traditional medicines. The sliffest of com-
or should we saivl resistance may come

the multinational pharmaceutical compa-

nies. Individually a government or country may
not face them but unitedly the governments of
the region can take a stand for the wellbeing of
their peoples. Even in (he remainder of (he
mwo the year 2,000, the move can per-
some good resulls lowards mnlrlgflr-

to the elusive goal of health for all by that

inlerest in a new securily ar-

-

made by an expert in |
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HE nripple effects of
of whe
former Soviet Unlon
have led o a reasscssment of
Having lost the diplomatic
ll:rpnn of s ersiwhile ally.
lndia is Irying o even u
relations with its el
adversaries — China and
Pakistan,
Whik: relations with neigh -

bou Pakistan, with which
India three wars,
have o worsen owver

Kashmir, the border dispule
with China and Indian support
for Tibet have antagoniscd
China,

Now, in Uhe changed inter-
national scenc, India and China
are reviewing Lheir les. To
this end hardline Chinesc
premier Li Peng visited India
this month — the first such
high-level visit in 30 yoars.

India is becoming ncrvously
awarc (hat it will come under
increasing international pros-
sure to resolve ils disputcs
with Pakistan. New Delhi also
fears it will not be allowed (o
pursue its independent line on
issuecs such as resistance o
signing the nuclear non-prole-
feration treaty (NPT).

The collapse of the Sovicl
bloc and the end of the Cold
War has brought in its wake a
new balance of international
forces in which Washinglon
seems o chalk out the new
agenda for, what it regards, a
new world order.

Soviet support for a
Pakistan-sponsorced proposal at
the United Nations for a nu-
clear weapons-free South Asia
has sounded a waming signal
to New Delhi of the new reali-
ties and for the need 1o make
an agonising rcappraisal of iy
foreign policy pcereeptions.

India, so used to ungucs-
tioning Sovict support in the
UN, was rattled by the sudden
change in Moscow's inlerna-
tional behaviour and al once
despatched Foreign Minister
Madhavsinh Solanki Lo mect
Mikhail Gorbachev and Boris
Yeistin, e returned with the
rcalisation that Moscow's pri-
oritics had changed and fis
supporl in uture could not be

| taken for grunied.

As il by design, US Under-

order,

D.K. Joshi writes from New Delhi

m
The end of the Cold War ideological divide has led to new equations developing among old
foes. The two Asian giants, China and India, are reassessing their relations to adapt to the
changing times. The world’s two most populous countries share many perceptions on
global issues and want to find areas of cooperation to check any US-dictated new world

Secre of State for Intern-
ational rity Reginald [er-
tholomew then visted India o
persuade New Delhi to sign
the NI'T and take positive
measures in relation o Pakis-
lan in the nuclcar field. Of
immediate importance 1o
Washinglon was the Indian
proposal 0 sell a nuclear test
reacior o lran. New Delhi was
persuaded to review the pro-

pumsal.
India realises that in the

post Culd War period warring

sides are coming 1o the nego-
tialting lable o settle their

long standing disputes. Major

nalions or scem to be
acling more more in con-
cert on lssucs impinging on
gobal or peace.

The con between India

and Pakistan les at the heart
of instability in South Asia
Both countries have been at
loggerheads over Kashmir
rlg: from the time they
cemurged as free nalions.
During the Cold War the

Rivals are getting togethet

Ll o m m —  — e — e w m w —

:nbkmcﬂnul-hrm
laicrally and nothing much
could be done by outside pow-
crs because India and Pakistan
were on Lhe opposile sides o
the superpower divide. Now
there is no such hurdle.

A visiting
menlarian  dele

lo improve iis Ues with India,

again

which il used 0 regard as Mt-
tlie morc than a promy for the
Sovict Union. It had

that Indian heostility,

erupted into a military conflict

india any time and
shut from Kashmir to
the Sowiet Undon across the
border.

The delcrioraling Sino-
Sovicl border dispuic and ide-
ological differences synchro-
niscd with the souring of Stno-
Indtan relations. Chincese lead-
crs saw a link bctween Lhe

- two. China also fretted over the

massive sale of Sovict arms o
India.
Now that the importance of

Moscow in Indian economic,
political and military calcula-
tlons has diminished China
should find it easy 0 look al
rclations with india in a differ-
cnt light. China wants a joint
siralegy to build defences
against US pressure.,

For its part, India faces in-
creasing cconomic and diplo-
matic US prepsure. The World
Bank and Inlcrnational
Monclary Fund have becn
breathing down its neck. It has
considcrably diluled Nehruvian
socialist policy and the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao is Llightrope-
walking on cconomic policvy,
keeping popular sentiments
and nostalgia for democratic
in view.
popular mood in India
and understanding
with China so that il can deal
more cffectively with Pakistan,
which New Delhi allcges is fo-
menting trouble in the Indian
slales of Punjab and Kashmir.
China has been close to

i
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arms supplicrs.
Recent in Chincse
forcign pelicy, such as normal

Moreover, Lhe Chlm.'x
world view docs nol conflict
with Indian intcrnational por-
ceplions. China insists that in-
icrnational allairs must be
handled with the

g

i
!g'

much in need of ad to
the world as India is.
Relations have be-

that india belicved the border
ic was negoliable.

As India is dclinked from
the Soviet Union and becomes
Mexible about Lhe border dis-
pule, it calculates China will
give high priority 0 the neod
for their cooperation on
issucs, particularly those al-
ecting developing countries.

Il the two Astan glants come
closer Lthis new

L ORLD food and
W afiricultural ro-
duction has slippced

into decline for the first time
in eight ycars, Lriggering alarm
bells at the United Nations
Fogd and Agriculturc
Organisation (FAO).

"FAO's Oclober forccast of
global ccreal production was
down 12 million tons on the
previous month and 4 per cont
on last year.

Cercal stocks held by the
world's largest grain exporters
are at their lowest level in 16
years. And agricultural
production for the Far East as
a whole, is at {ts lowest level in
more Lhan two decades.

With most ol the year's ce-
real crop in stock or aboul o
be harvested, the outpul of
wheal is cslimated al 42 nil-
lion tons (7 per cent) less than
last ycar. Production of coarse
grains has been revised down-
ward by 9 million tons on last
October's estimale and could
be 32 million tons (4 per cent)
less than last ycar. P"addy pro-
duction is expected to be
marginally higher than antici-
paled bul below the projee-
tions ol 1990.

The results of the monsoon
could bring a significant revi-
sion ol Lhe year's perfornkince.
But the most important indica-
tors clsewhere are firm.

Cercal and soybean crops
arc markedly lower in North

Food Picture in Far East Unsettling

Amcrica where Lthere will be
only a modest cxpansion in
livestock producltion.
Australia's wheal crop is
sharply reduced.

Poor wealther has impacted
heatily on summer erops in
China. The country's cercul
production is almoust 3 pos
cent smaller than last year anwd
agricultural production overall
is cxpecled to [all by about 2
per conl.

Agricultural production in
the Soviet Union is down 9 per
cent on last year and the dis-
ruption of the former market-
ing sysiem is cxpected Lo re-
sult in scvers food shortages,
cspecially in the larger citics.

The picture in the Far Easl
is unscitling. The region is an-
Ueipaling agricullural produc-
tion growth of just 0.7 per
cent Lthis year afler annual av-
ctage increases of more than 3
per centl during the 1970s and
more than 4 per cent through-
oul the 1980s.

China's performance is the
largest factor in these averages
but [Bangladésh, North and
South Korca, and Nepal also
lend weight to the overall de-
clince.

The most promising signs
arc from a strong recovery in
Thailand following the pest-

by lan Steele writes from the United Nations

Agricultural production in the Far East as a whole is
at its lowest level in more than two decades

siricken harvest of 1990, 3
pir cenl growlh in India fol-
lowing a ycar of stagnation, and
growth of 4 and 6 per cent re-
speclively, in Cambodia and
‘akistan.

The most obvious re-

- sponsc o these indicalors has

been a rise in o world market
priccs for wheat and 8 per
cenl growth (14 million tons)
in the wheat trade which will
be mosily absorbed by the
Sovict Union and China.
Uncerlainly surrounding the
availability ol credit for Sovict
purchascs, however, continuces
to weigh heavily in the world
market.

Mcanwhile Lhe risk of
faminc and scrious food short-
ages conlinues (o rise in Sub-
Sahara Aflrica, cspecially in
Somalia and the Sudan. In
Somalia, 4.5 million lc arc
threatened by famine following
renewed fighting. And, in the
Sudan, where the food situa-
tion is critical in all regions,
heavy rains have cult ofl ground

supplics and hungry popula-

Sir, Once more some Arab
Governnents have dealt a blow
to' Islamic solidarity by the
boycott of the Islamic Summit
in Dakar. This has not only
decply offended the Sene-
galese hosts whose President
rightly stated "We respect the
Arabs morv than the Arabs
respect us” but is an insull to
aspirations of the entire
Islamic Ummah, from Ind-
oncsia to Morocco. The Dakar

Summit could have been a

grcat opportunity for healing
the Arab wounds afier the Gulf
crisis. Delegates had hoped to
sltart repalring relations with
pro-Kuwait countries. The ab-
sence ol King Fahd of Saudi
Arabia, llusne Mubarak of
Egypt, the President of Syria
and others unfortunately
scems lo have been a coordi-
nated cffort to belittle the OIC
system. If Saddam had al-
tended there was some reason
for the boycott.

The question may arise —
was it dope al the behest of a
forcign power trying to broker
an c¢lusive ME peace with a
statc born of Western imperial-
ism? The emerging power of
the Islamic world with a po-
tentfal Islamic nuclear chplml-
ity (in Kazakhslan) is caust
nightmares in Lhe mrﬂdorlg
power in the West and there
arc sirange parallcls with the
recently aborted SAARC
Summil.

The absence of Gulf leaders

underlies the persistent en-

mitics caused by Lthe Gull crisis

[SM)

and the myth of Arabism. The
Scncgal President Abdur Diuf
said he was very hurt by the
Arab absicntions. As some con-
solation to wounded Aflrican
pride the rich Arabs promised
lo write ofl or reschedule loan
ol poor countries. These rich
Arab countrics have violated a
cardinal principle of Islam's
traditional hospitality cn-
shrined by the lloly Prophet’s
injunction that i a
Muslim invites you acccept his
invitation’; wounded pride and
dishonour cannot be compen-
sated by hand-outs.

The Arab Governments have
hurt the sensitivitics of one
billion Muslims who wish Lo
sce Islam as the aliernative
force in a dangerous unipolar
world dominated by the West
afltler the demise of Com-
munism. The Islamic world
will now have to shift the focus
from political {ssucs o
ceonomic consolidation and
[rom the Arabs who cannot
transcend their narrow
Arubism, Lo a new consensus of
the Muslim African nations,
the Central Asian Muslim
rcpublics and the S-E Asian
Muslim nations. Il these Arab
Governnients are not willing to
participate in wider Islamic
solidarity but wish to tinker
with Arabism and Arab
common markctls instcad of
the broad Islamic onc, those
un-representative regimes who
do not refleet the ‘true
aspirations of the Arab peoplc
will. be relegated o the foot-
notes of history as the banner
of Islam is taken up once again
by morc vigorous Muslims of

Kabul, Samarkand, PMalestine,
Bokhara, Sokolo, Khartoum
and Arakan in a renewed Dar-
ul-lslam.

SK Islamabadli,

Chillagong.

Campus violence

Sir, To curb campus terror-
ism, | want 1o suggest a few
points : (1) University Ordi-
nance, 1973 cither be re-
pealed or suilably amended to
meet Lhe present contingen-

cies, (the Universily Ordinance

has virtually created ‘a state
within the slate). (2) Campus
police force be created, which
will remain on the campus un-
der the dircel control and su-
pervision of the Inspcector
Gencral of Police, (3) Entire
universily campus may be
fenced with barbed wire keep-
ing 2/3 entry/exit points, (4)
Like in canlonments, none will
be allowed o enter or leave
the campus without showing
the ‘identity card or entry
pcrmit that may be issued be
the provost of the respective
halls, (5) Nonc should be al-
lowed to enter/leave the resi-
dential halls aflter sunset with-
oul proper permission.

Il all these¢ mecasures fail
then it will be advisable to
converl Dhaka University in to
a non-residential one. As a re-
sult there will be enough va-
canl space /buildings and those
may, on necessily, be con-
veried into classrooms for dif-
ferent faculties of the univer-
sity.

M. Saleemullah
Moatijheel C/A, Dhaka.

tions are now dependent on
air drops. The supply siluation
recmains diflicult alse in
Ethiopia, Angola, Liberia,

- Mozambique, and urban arcas
of Zaire.

in lraq, malnutrition is
taking h

among children

Alarming reports aboul the
plight of poor in Arakan
province of DBurma, an
overwhelming majority of
whom happen to be Muslims,
have evoked sensible concern.
Several appeals have been ad-
dressed 1o individuals, leaders,
institutions and world organi-
sations against whal is tcrmed
as an “exiermination” cam-
paign in Arakan.

Of course, the conscious
democralic pecople of
Bangladesh arc looking at what
development is going over the
issue of the Rohingya reluges
repatriation to Arakan afler a

visit paid by our Foreign

Minister to and talks held
with the Rangoon military
regime. They have agreed Lo

e back the refugees who
had crossed into Bangladesh
over the last few months, on
the basis of, what they in-
sisted, identification of the
genuine cilizenship by the
Burmese authorities.

It is an im nt fact to be
noted that the ethnic
Rohingyas' origin has bcen
traced as [ar back as [irst halfl
of the seventh century A.D.
when Arakan was known as
"Rohang” the ancestral home
of Rohingyas. It is the mosl au-
thentic reference and direet
evidence to scltlement in
Arakan of Rohingya Muslims.

The rcfugees are the mem-
bers of cthnic, religious and
lingual minoritics of Burma.
The influx of this scclion of
people into Bangladesh is not a
new cvenl. They have been
frequently migrating since
Japan
during 2nd World War. It was
accelerated by the communal
riot of 1942 when ncarly
4,00,000 Muslims were
thrown out by Burma. The sit-
uation remained unchanged in
post independence days of
Burma due Lo chauvinistic atti-
tude towards this scction of

le.
P‘?Rle large scale cxtermina-

tion campaigns such as the
brutal operation of the
5th Burma ment in Nov

1948, the Burma Territorial
Force (BTF) operation in
1949/50, the 2nd Emcrgency
Chin Re operalion In
March, 1981, the Mayu opera-
tien in Oect 19562, Lthe Mol

's occupation of Burma .

oulcome

and precgnant mothers despite
the United Nations decision lo
allow the export of USS 1.6
billion worth of pctrolcum
products Lo [inance [ood
purchases. FAO rceports that
the public rultunlntﬂ:yslum
which has provided aboul one-
third of the normal food intake
for 80 per ecnt of the
population since Scplember of
1990, is near collapsc. Agriinst
this background, the oullook
for Iraq's 1991-92 cercal crop

Rohingya Muslims

Thon operation in Nov 1964,
the combined immigration and
military opcration in 1956, the
Union Military Police opera-
tion (UMP) in 1956/59, the
Shwe Chi operation in 1966,
the Chi Gan operation in 1967,
the Mayal Mong operation in
1969/71, the major Aung San
operation in 1973, the Sabe
opcration in 1974/78, the
Nagamin opcration in
1978/79, the Swe llintha op-
eratlion in 1979 and Lhe Galoon
opcralion aimed at citizenship
law in 1978/82 indicate thal
the main motive was to com-
pletely depopulate the age-old
Rohingyas [rom the soil of
Arakan. |

In fact, the oppresscd, sup-
pressed and inhumanly tor-
tured . Rohingya Muslims of
Arakan have endless storics to
tell. The Burmese State Law
and Order Resloration Couneil
(SLORC) is said to have been
undertaking massive prepara-
tion to conduct yet another
Rohingya extermination opera-
tion harder than that of 1978,
in which about 2.5 lac
Rohingya Muslims of Arakan
were driven out at gun point
into Bangladesh. It was on
18th July this year that the
regime ruthlessly initiated so
called Pra Saya campaign
against the innocent Rohingya
Muslims in which about 550
Muslims were arrested, and
are still under detention with-
oul any rcason, from northern
Arakan. Their belongings of
busincss institution, propertics
and documents were seized
and confiscated entirely.

This all led o the present
influx of Rohingyas — now
about 50,000 wandering across
the h border without
sheller, food and security. The
of the TForeign
Minister's visit Lo. Rangoon al
this stage boils down to identi-
fication of "genuine Burmese
citizens” what they said is to
screen the list of refugees o

hcrnmbyun.
L may be recalled that the

operation of 1982 which
aimed ‘at citizenship law had in
cffect disfranch the ethnic
Rohingyas. The National

. Registration Cards (NRC) wore

issucd for Maghs in 1983,
Lﬁc-:.!mﬂmr refugee exo-

dus preceded by news pub-

is said o be poor.

Food production during the
coming ycars will be scriously
constrained acule
of sceds, ﬁ:rmlml. m
agricultural machincry and
sparc parts. War-damaged irri-
gation and drai
arc unlikcly o be rebuilt in Lhe
ncar future and there has ben
only a partial restoration of
powe'r supplies for the agricul-,
tural sector. Acule shortages of
animal feed, velcrinary drugs,
vaccines and equipment have
brought pouliry production Lo
a virtual s :

— Depthnews Asia

lished in Burma's Ilﬂl‘-"ﬂ'l'ldl
ncewspaper “The Working
People's Daily” dated 14th July
1991 which said 81% and
90% residents of the border-
ing Maung Daw and Buthidaung
townships of nerthern Arakan
were Bangladeshis. The fabri-
caled allegation is the main
instrument of the Rohingya
problem that has led them to
be "Statcless people in the
Stale”. -

In the present annihilation
drive of Rohingyas, most of
them 'who crossed into
Bangladesh might have been
tortured, harasscd, scized o
their documcents, -got” de-
stroyed and snatched of
longings before or aller strug-
gling to eseape perseculion.
Recently, a column in the
widcly circulaled "Far Eastern
Economic Review” by Bertil
Lintner on 20th August, 1991],
over anti-Muslim campaign in
Arakan said, "many Mosques,
religious institutions are being
razcd and boarded up.” Some
were even wrecked Lo sellle

military rest posts and Magh
scitlements were then brought

on the deserted vil-
lages and places. A mul fact
to know 1s that the |

ople of their own anecsiral
‘land are nol allowed 1o
move [reely one Lo another
township without passcs and
testimonies from local authori-
ties. Visit by them to Rangoon
is totally «d. “"Where is
their way to”, :

Today, here it is widely be-
lieved that the cxodus of the
Rohingya Muslims to
Bangladcesh will probably Louch
four lac figure. lHowever,
Bangladesh s merely con-
cerned, but we fear, that it
might not remain an c¢lernal
question with us.

Let all peace-loving peo
of this country, including &
dents, social organisations, |,
litical partics and religious
bodics pay atlention w the m
cause of the Rohingya Mus
and scitle the issuc rmn
nently e ensure their life and
security under the Durmese
regime that s widely con-
demned nationally and inter-
nationally.

N. Kamal
Momm Road, Chittagong.




