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Inside Today
Article
The Giants of Asia
Come T_ogelher

The end of the Cold
War ideological divide
has led to new equa-
tions developing among
old foes. The two Asian
cﬂ'innta, China and In-

a, are reassessing th-

eir relations to adapt to

the changing times
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| Dhaka Day by Day

Mrinal Haq speakes
about his feelings, tech-
nigues and also about
problems of artists
in Bangladesh
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Structural adjustment
conditionalities are

imposed but needed
- Page 7

|  Feature
Development

'ﬂllllylmd pea’s poten-

tial yield is 40 per cent
higher than natural

varieties
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International

Gorbachev urges
republics to set up a
single command
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JHENIDAH, Dec 20: A day-

long sirike called by
the Road Trans OWIErs
Associalion was here

o press home its
I19-point demand. The de |
mands include reduction of
fuel price and immediale ac-
tions against toll colleciors,
reports UND.

Yeltsin honoured

ROME, Dec 200 Russian
Federation President Boris

al the resideree of |

Facial tissue
Table Napkin
Memory Plate
Paper Clip
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Rules to ensure future meets may be discussed

COLOMIIO, Dec 20 : South
Asian leadcrs began gathering
in Colombo today for a one-day
summil on Saturday to discuss
regional coopcration, reports
Reuter.

Nepal Prime Minister
Prasad Koirala, Bhutan's King
Jigme Wangchuk and
Maldivian President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom were among the
first to.arrive, ;

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
of Bangladesh also arrived later
on the day.

India’'s Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao was cxpected
on Saturday morning just be-
fore Sri Lankan President
Ranasinghe Premadasa s
scheduled to open the mect-
ing.

The scven countries form
the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
formed scven years ago to
raise the living standards of
the ene billion poor people.in
the region.

The meeling was Wnall
‘scheduled for November, bul

was pul ofl at the last moment

rister g Rhntode Ta b

Kntunlyukn Airport yesterday.

SAARC summit today

when the Bhutanese King was
unable to attend due to secu-
rity problems in his Ilimalayan
kingdom.

The lcaders were expected
to discuss how SAARC rules
could be amended to ensure
that future annual summit
meetings took place even if
one of the scven heads of state
of government was unable to
attend, conference sources
said.

The chairmanship of SAARC
will pass from the Maldiw.s Lo
Sri Lanka al Saturday’'s mect-
ing.

The summit was expected
fo set up a commission (o ree-
ommend ways ol alleviating
poverly in the region, the
sources :

Some leaders are expected
to hold scparate informal dis-
cussions on bilateral problems,
since contentious political is-
sues are barred [rom the for-
mal mectings of SAARC.

AP adds : Seven South Asian
foreign ministers Friday
reached agreement on 90 per
cent of a declaration that will

— PID pheto
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be endorsed by their leaders at
a one-day summil, ollicials
said. .
The declaration to be an-
nounced aflter the summit
Saturday is likely to outline a
preferential trade system in
the region by 1997 and coop-
eration on environment,
tourism and human rvsources.

"The intensive efforts thal
had been made at official level
within the very limited time
available ¢nable agreement on
almost 90 per cent ol work
connecled with the draft dec-
laration,” Sri Lanka's Foreign
Scerctlary Bernard Tilekeratna

told reporters.
During Lhe summit, the
leaders also are likely to dis-

cuss lcrrorism, drug trallic
and arms (radc in the region,
bul no decision on these issucs
will bc made, said officials who
spokec on condition " of
anonymity.

The ministers also were o
consider a plan to create a
food sccurity reserved board
and a scheme to [acilitate

See Page 12 Col. 8

Lanka accords
red-carpet
welcome

to Khaleda

COLOMBO, Dec 20 : A
hecarty and red-carpet wel-
come was accorded to Prime
Minister UBcgum Khaleda Zia
when she arrived here tonight
lo atltend the sixth summit of
Soulh Asian Association of
Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
reports 1SS,

Lankan Prime Minster DB
Wijctunga reecived the Bangla-
desh leader at the Katunayaka

Airport.

Sri Lankan Foreign Minister

Harold lieral, Public Adminis-
Lration, Pmminl [:uumll qnd

huﬂ_._nllmﬂ

The government and the
Sramik Karmachari Oikya
Parishad (SKOP’) yesterday
fatled 10 get out of the stale-
male they reached on
Wednesday as neither side
agreed. to compromise on Lheir
stanoes,

The Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan
Shutyan and the SKOP leaders
sat for dialogue yesterday at 6
pm and continued it through
7-30 pm. The mecting will re-
sume at 3 .

The five-point SKOP char-
ier is virtually a combination of
78 scparate demands. But the

wdﬂmfhlrtnlull

By Nurul Kabir

negotiations for the last few
days have been revolving
around three major demands
which include a writien gov-
ernment announcement for a
halt 10 denationalisation of
public sector businesscs and
indusiries, fixation of a na-
tional mintmum wage for both
public and privaie scctor
workers al T 14 hundred
and repeal of certain clauses of
the labour laws that go against
the interest of the workers
and ¢

The discussion on the rest
75 demands is yet o begin.

On the question of siopping

Sramik Karmachari Cl'lhjrl l'rderutmn brought out a mh procession in the city yrﬂarday in

No headway in govt-SKOP talks |

disinvestmeni, Lhe govern-
ment was ready o make a
written a commitment that it
would not go for further pri-
vatisation unless both the gov-
ernmenlt and Lhe SKOP
reached a consensus on the is-
suc.

About the fixation of mint-
mum wage, Lthe government
side maintained that they
would form a wage commission
within a week under the obl-
gation of two scparate -
ments it signed wilth Lhe
Patkal Sramik Karmachart
Sangram Parishad and Cotlon

See Page 12 Col. ]
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A highly sophisticated gall

| bladder operation without

opening the abdomen was

‘:urﬂ-l:ful!y performed for

the first time in the country
at the Diabetic llospital on

Friday.

A surgical technique called
“laparoscopic cholecystec-
tomy” was employed Lo oper-
ate upon a lcmale patient.

The patient, Sarwar
Khanom (24), is now undecr
posi-opcralive observalion

and {8 in stable condition.
The surgeon said that she
would be relecased on Monday .
Sarwar Khanom, a student of
the English Department of
Dhaka University, is wile

deor surgcon at'’

'Itfnr

Laproscopic cholecystectomy in progress at the Diabetic Hospital yuterdny "

An.operation with a difference

By Md Manirul Islam Khan

Hospital.

The operation was con-
ducted by Dr Sarder Abdun
Nayeem. a young Bangladeshi
surgeon currently associaled
with the University of Tokyo
and Dr llashimoto Daijo of
Tokyo Mecetropolitan Police
Hospital. They were assisted
by Professor Motior Rahman
and Dr llumayun Kabir
Chowdhury of BIRDEM.

Until now, the gall bladder

opcralion was a major opcra-
tion requiring a large incision
in the abdomen and nceded a
15 to 20-day rﬁupr.:ralmn pe-

Undc-r general anacsthesia
ul stcps ol this

avlpling ... g
lhe amterior fabdominal the trocars.

wall to make sullicient space
inside the abdomen to per-
form the operation.

The first trocar, a small
forcep-like instrument, is in-
serted near the umbilical
cord as Lhe portal of entry for
a telescope with video cam-
era

Insertion of the other
three trocars for dissection of
the neck area ol the gall
bladder lo expose the cystic
duct and artery, clipping or
ligation and culling of Lhe
duct and artery, removal of

— Star photo

All four insertions are be-
tween 5 mm to | em in di-
ameter.

Wounds are minimal and
dressing is given without any
stich in the skin, posi-opera-
tive recovery is excellent
virtually without any pain and
the paticnt can be discharged
within three to four days. The
patient can resume his nor-

mal aclivities within one
wee k.
The instruments along

with Lhe monitoring equip-
mt:nl used in this operation

the gall bladder from gall L by the two sur-

bladder bed by uhclrmulcly feonl during the Third

of laser and finally re rnational Selentilic

the plih_hdd:rl‘m -&9 Mhﬁ ce, of  Seataly. ¢
See Page 12 Co
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Bangladesh-UAE
joint commission

meet today

By Staff Correspondent

Strengthening the existing
ceonomic relations will be the

main focus of the Bangladesh- |

United Arab Emirates Joint
Commission meeting due o
begin in the eily today
(Saturday), according to a
Forcign Office source.

A I15-member UAE delegn-
tion led by Mohammad Khalifa

3in al-Soweidi, chicl of
Economic Rcelations and
International Cooperation of

the Forcign Ministry, arrived
Friday to take part in the bilat-
eral talks,

The Bangladesh team at the
lalks, 1o be led by Acting
Foreign Scecretary Farug

Sobhan, will include represen-

tatives of the Finance,
Commeree and Labour and
Man r Minisiries.

mmr-dny mocting, to be
held alier a pause of more than
len years, §s cxpected to re-
view all aspects of bilateral re-
liathons.

On the economic front,
Hangladesh Is likcly to seck
UAE funds for vartous projcris
and the increasced employment
of Ilangladcshi workers in the
Emirates, the Foreign Office
souree said.

Acvording to a source at the
FExternal Resources Division of
the Minisiry of Finance, the
talks may include the reactiva-
tion of funding for llangladesh
from the Abu Dhabi fund.

The mecting is also likely to
discuss the BCCl issue, Lhe
Forcign Office source sadd. “Thuat
final doerisions on the tssuc will
be taken at a higher level,” he
adddad.

By Mostafa Kamal Majumder

The winter sessfon of the
Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament)
beginning on January 4 is
likely 1o be a long one and con-
tinue well into the month of
March so that the next budget
session can be called by the
end of May or carly June.

Holding of a short session
will force the convening ol an-
other meeting before the bud-
get session, because under the
Constitution 12th Amendment

Act the gap belween lwo ses-
sions should not exceed 60

Reliable sources say long
recesscs arc likely to be al-
lowed between sittings of the
House during the winter ses-
sion, as the business to be

transacled may nol juslify a

continuous three-month mect-

ing.
The

scssion will begin
See Page 12 Col. 4

Gorbachev may opt
for social work

MOSCOW, Dec 20 : Mikhail
Gorbachev may play a public
role in the new commonwealth
but probably nol in any formal
government position, his chiel
spokesman told a news agency
on Friday, reports AP.

Also Friday, Ukrainian law-
makers and Kazakhstan's pres-
ident were insisting that the
newly formed Commonwealth
of Independent Statés musl
never infringe on their inde-
pendence

The comments came on Lthe
eve of a pivotal weekend meet-
ing in the Kazakhstan capilal,
Alma-Ala, where six republies
including Karakhstan arc ex-
pected to join Lthe common-
wealth that Russian President
Borits N Yellsin hopes to hawe

functioning by year's end.

Both Yeltsin and Gorbachev
have said the Soviel president
will not have a formal tion
in the commonwealth. Bul
Gorbachev's fate oulside the
new structure is still an open

Gorbachev's chiel spokes-
man, Andrei Grachev, lold the
Interfax news agency that the
Soviet lecader had told German
Chancellor lielmut Kohl in a
telephone conversation that
he “in all likelihood would
concentrale on public activi-
ties.”

Grachev said Gorbachev also
had told a group of
business Ilcaders Lhat he
“didn’t exclude the possibility

See Page 12 Col. l
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Pakistan recogmses Russia, six Muslim republlcs

LAHORE. (Pakistan), Dec
. Pakistan announced Loday u:
rmpluhn of the Russ‘an
Federation and the six Muslim-
majorily Ceniral Asian re-
, with which it wants o
close economic and cul-

tural nks, AFP.

Foretgn Mindsiry secretary
general Akram Zaki announced
the government decision,
which marks Islamabad’s

already rmphrd the three
Baltic republics of Lativa,

Estorta and Lithuanta
Azerhatjan s independoence
was recognized automatically
when H was admiticd 1o the
islamic

Conference (OIC) at the
Islamic summit Lhis month in
Dakar, Sencgal.

The recognized
Kazakhslan, Uzbekistan,
Kirghizstan, Tadzhikistan and
Turkmenistan on Friday.

The announcement coin-
cided with talks here Friday
between visiling Russian Viee
President Alexander Rutskoy
and Pakistan! Prime Hlnhh.r
Nawaz Shartf, which offictals
said lasted nearly two howurs.

Rutskoy, who arrived here
late Thursday for a three-day
visil, was o meel [President
Chulam Ishaq Khan iIn
Islamabad on Saturday and
Jater hold walks with leaders of
the Pakistan -based Afghan re-

Ht ll a veleran of Lthe

Alghan war, which began with
the Soviel invasion of 1979,

and was al one stage a prisoncr
of war.

port submilted by an umcl-l
Pakistani delegation that re-

turned home Wed aller
a three-week tour of el
and the Muslim 1

The delegation, led b

lHament In
Thursday
bloe
Turkey,
Pakistan and the Central Astan

possible economie, cultural
and trade relations with what
he called the rediscovered

world of Islam” in the wake of
the breakup of the Soviel
Union.

Zaki said the Prime

Minister had invited the pres-
idents of the Central Astan re
publics 1o visit Palkistan.

Ishaq Khan, addressing par-
Inlama on
, onlled for an Islamic
in Asia comprising
Iran, Afghanistan,

le satd the day would come

when “the chain of friendship
binding together Turkey, lran -

and Pakistan will extend
through Alghanistan to the
Muslim republies.”

An ecarlier report says,
Rulskey conflirmed here late
Thursday Lthat differences ex-
isted within his federation’s
leadership. bul dented there
was any absence of democracy.

“We have democracy In
Russia, but some le say
that (there s no Jcmmwl
because Lthey don't understand
what democracy is," said

Ruiskoy on his arrival In
Lahore [rom
t (Boris)

Of course
Yelisin has his own

"We support his view, but
there are some whe do net

They have their bwn “:r
In an inwrview M
with the Soviet nt-'lplcr_

Gazeta, Rut
had stro criticvised cortain
officials In Russian leader-

ship “who dedicated their life
to the teaching of sctentific
communism.”

In the same interview,
Ruiskoy said he had been un-
able 10 havw a frank conversa-
tlon with Yelisin bocause of the
harmful influence of some of
the Russtan keador's advisors.

'In -whq
I'Iuhhly
democratic nl:-l.,
do anything you like

5E

A long JS winter |
session likely

By-election in
Bakerganj
today

The by-clection 1o the Ja-
tiya Sangsad vacant scal Baker-
ganj-5 will be held today,

BSS.

Polling will take place (rom
8 am to 5 pm without break,
according to tLhe Eleclion
Commission in Dhaka yester-

The scal has fallen vacant
following eclection of Abdur
Rahman [Biswas to the office of
President ol the count

A total of 2,49, 287 volers
will exercise their right ol
franchise al 474 booths in 90

See Page 12 Col. 7

Russian flag atop
Soviet embassy

in Delhi

NEW DELNHI, Dec 20 :
Diplomats at the Soviel
Embassy swilched

allegiance
to Russia Friday, hosting the
Russian tricolor insicad of the
Sovict hammer and sickle, rc-

ports AP
the

"We are mp‘-n:
Russian federation Lhe

commonwealth of independent
state as from today,” said
Alcxander Charee, the cm-
bassy s information counsellor.
"Now we are nol under the
jurisdiction of the Seviet

Undon.”

lHe said the was
made in |kecping wilh
Thursday's decrec by Russian

President Boris Yeltsin taking
over the Soviet Uniton's forvign
miniiry and olther offices.

DUTA eléction
tOMOITOW

By DU Correspondent

The clection o Lthe execu-
tive commilice of Dhaka
University Teachers Assecia-
tton IDUTA) for 92 will be
held  tomorrow (Sunday) at

niversity Club.

The '‘Blue’ and ‘'Pink’
grou have juh pul up a
pll'llpl. I.;I"Ill ‘White'
pancl in the ', ehthn.

Dr Mahtabuddin of
Chemistey, Prof Dr Md
Shahadat Al of . Prol
Abdul Mannan C ol
Management, Prof Dr Md
Haroun -or - Rashid of Political
Science and Dr Tofall Ahmed
Chowdhury of Chemistry are
the ‘Blue-Pink’ joint panel
candidates for he r.u of

See Page 12 Col.




