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SYDNEY, Dec 19: Prinw
Minister llob Hawke's recerd
eight-year reign e¢nded
Mriy when he was de-
by his former depuly,
Paul Keating, in labour Party
coup. reports AP, ¢

Keating's victory was the
culmination of two years of bit-
ter rivalry between Australia’s
two most powerful and
charismaltic politicians.

Hawke, challenged before
by keating, had called a spucial
meetling of the party's 110
member parliamentary caucus
to decide the leadership issuc
which has split the party and
divided the nation.

In a procedural move pre-
ceding the planned confidence
vote, lawke resigned, Lhen
offered himsell for re-clection.
Keating, who quil as treasurcr
when he fafled in his [irst
challenge June 3, won Lhe se-

Hawke toppled
in party coup

cret ballot 58-81. Three party
members did not attond the
meeting.

Kealing, renowned for his
bitter debating siyle, lunchoed
his bid for leadership claiming
Hawke had promisced o stand
down as 'rime Minister after
the last clection tn March
1990,

Among Keating's lirst dutics
will be to host [PPresident
Bush's visit o Australia
December 31-January 3. lic
also faces Lhe daunting task ol
healing the deep wounds that
labour has suffered (rom the
leadership struggics.

"It's a very - humbling expe-
rience, and | feel the
poignancy of the moment '
Kealing said as he cmerged
from the caucus room.

Hawke had no immediate
comment.

J ute, textile workers
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public seclor jule industrivs
unless the Patkal Sramik Kar-
machar Sangram PMarishad and
the government reach conscn-
sus on the issue.

According W Lhe condition
of the other agreement, the

mment will be able w go

further denationalising the
cotton and textile mills only
after reaching conscnsus on
this issue with the Cotton and
Textile Mills Workers' Federa-
tion.

The leaders of the
‘Bangladesh Jute Miils Asso-
ciation (WMA) and Bangladcsh
Jute Spinners Association
(BJSA), which carlicr exprd-
ssed concern al the prospeet
of government's conceding W
the workers' demands, were
nol available for comments on
the agreements.

On the question of the fix-
ing up of a ‘'natonal minimum
wage,” Lhe government will
within a week form a wage
commission which will an-
nounce ils report within Lhe
next three months. However,
it has already been agreed that
the national minimum
for the jute mill workers ' will
be fixed at not less than Taka
one thousand.

According Lo Lhe agree-
menl, one represcntative cach
from the Patkal Sramik Kar-
machar Sangram Parishad and
the Textile Mill Workers' Fed-
eration will be included in the
commission. The wage conm-
mission rcport, according to
both the agreements, will Lake
effect from July 1991.

Under the agreement, the
workers ol public seclor jule
mills will get an interim reliefl
ol Taka 500 for the month of
' January and Taka 200 cvery
month untl the wage commis-
sion report takes eflect.

This relicl moncy, howcewer,
will be deducted from the
salary in future.

Under the agreement be-
tween the juke workers, BJMC

Transport strike
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unharmed.

On Dhaka-Narayanganj routc
picketcrs were aclive to keep
of the public transports.

Some BRTC buses, which
tried to ply on Lhe highway,
wenlt ofl the roads as picketers
attacked them on several
points. Bul no one was hurt.

A press release of the asso-
ciation said that the transport
strike all over the country was
a complele success, The own-
ers’ association would go on a
non-stop transport strike soon
it the demands they arc fight-
ing for are nol metl soon, the
Press relcase said.

UND adds : Mosl of the ve-
hicles have restarted plying on
the roads in the northern dis-
tricts where an indefinite
transport strike caused in-
creasing sulferings Lo Lhe
people.

According to Transporl
Workers Federation sources,
about BO percent of the buses
and mini buses and 70 per
cent of the trucks were already
on the streets now.

The strike in northern dis-
tricts began since November
29 with the main demand for
issuance of appoinfment let-
ters o the workers.

Reports from various sour-
ces said that some transporl
owners have alrcady issued
‘appointment letters and
handed them over to the
workers. ,

In a stalement issued on
Thursday, a central member of
the Transport Workers Fede-
ration, Abdul Momin, urged
the owners to accept their
demands so that they can ply
all vehicles on regular sche-
dule and thus mitigate the

suflerings of the people.

and Lhe government, an 11-
member committee will be
formed soon o study the sit-
uation of the public sector jute
mills in order Lo replace the
time-rale system ol payment
with thal of the picce-rate sys-
tem and the committee will
submit its report within next
three months, The report will
go for implementation within
by May 30 next year.

Three members [rom the
Patkal Sramik Karmachari
Sangram Parishad will be in-
cluded in this 1l-member
commitiee.

This commillee” will also
study the eflfectiveness ol ma-
chines ol the public sector jule
industrics and give a rcport
whether it is necessary or nol
to change the machines to in-
crease production and improve
quality.

Another committee headed
by a retired lligh Courl judge
will be formed to determine
the amount of incentive bonus
for the jute mill workers on
the basis of production.

According o the agrec-
ment, the lerminated workers
of public scetor jute industrics
who lost their jobs during the
last decadce for political rea-
sons and lrade union activitics
will be reinstated by April 30
of the next year. Fiflty percent
of the terminated workers
would get back their job by
January 30 neckxt year, the
agreement said.

The deadlock in talks be-
tween the government and the
Sramik Karmachari Oifkya

Parishad (SKODP), on the other
hand, continucd in the yester-
day's bilatcral mecting
tween the SKOP leaders and
Labour and Manpower Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan.

SKOP announced a two-day
work stoppage to be beginning
from December 22 to press for
its 5-point demand. The de-
mands include fixation of na-
tional minimum wage for the
industrial workers al Taka 14
hundred, commitment ol the
government in writing that it
would not go for further disin-
vestment in the public sector,
repcal ef ccrtain clauscs ol
labour laws that go against the
workers’ inlerests.

In the ycsterday's mecting,
the government side was re-
luctant o bow down to the no-
[urther-denationalisation de-
mand. DBut, according Lo
sources, the Labour and Man-
power Minister, like the Min-
isters of Jute and Textiles, at
one¢ point agreed to give a
commilment in writing thal
the government would nol
disinvest public sector con-

cerns without consulting the
SKOD.

On the question ol mini-
mum wagc, the SKOP leaders
were pressing the government
to settle the issue in the bilat-
eral meeting with them while
governments position in this
regard was that it was the
jurisdiction of the wage com-
missfon Lo be formed soon.

According lo sources, the
government side yesterday
agreed o announce Lhe
amount of minimum wagc
within two months afler the
formation of the commission,
although the commission, will
give the full report after four
months. But the SKOP leaders
rejected the proposal.

The contending partics also
failed to reach consensus on
how the anti-workers clauses
of the labour law would be re-
pealed.

They will meet again at 6
pm today.

According te the sources
close to SKOP, in the wake of
the withdrawal of barricadce
programme of the workers of
jute and Lextile sector, the
work-stoppage programme of
the SKOP might be differed in
case loday's talks fail.
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1 country. UNICEF

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing the cadets of the 25th BMA Long Course at BM

Chittagong on Thursday.

Defence system
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tries had boeen recetving Lrad
ning.

She congratulated the new-
ly commissioned officers inclu-
ding thosc from the Maldives
and Malaysia and cxpresscd
the hope that [riendship and
cooperation between Bangla-
desh and those countries wou-
id be [urther strengthened.

‘Begum Zia said all necessary

stieps would be taken within
the limited resourees Lo de-
velop the BMA,
+ The PPrime Minister earlicr
reviewed the parade of the
cadcls and took salule at the
impressive march past.

Battalion senior under olli-
cer Mohammad Asadullah Min-
hajul Alam was adjudged the
best all-round cadel and was
awardod the Sword ol Honour.

Company junior undcr ofli-
cer Mohammad Abu Bakar Sid-
dique Khan reccived the Os.
many Gold Medal fer the best
acadcemiic feal. lie stood first in
order of merit in the B, Sc
cxamination undcer Chittagong
Universily.

Company scnjor under offi-
cer Zakir Ahmed Zakir was
awardcd the Chiel of Army
Stall Gold Mcdal for best mili-
tary performance. The Roul
Company reccived the BMA
colour for the winter term.
They were adjudged the cham-
pion on the basis of diffcrent
inlercompany competitions.

The colourful paradce was
atlended, among others, by
ministers, chicls of three ser
vices, scenior civil and military
officials and diplomets.
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25 injured as
workers'
clash in Ctg

CINTTAGONG, Dec 19: AL
lcast 25 workers were injured
loday in scries of clashes be-
tween  two  rival groups al

Anwara Jute Mills at Barakunda
in Sttakunda upazila, repotis

UNILS.

Witncescs sald the clashes
were the backlash ol yester-
day's (Wednesday) atlack on
President of Anwara Jute Mills
Sramik Karmachari Union
Abdar Rahman Mcmber al-
lcgedly by BNP backed Anwara
Jute Mills Sramik Union.

They said the trouble
crupled at 10 this morning
when Sramik  Undon Workers
backed by Jatiya Sramik
Federation (Bashar) was hold -
ing a rally protesting the at-
tack.

Non-government college teachers brought out a procession in the city onf Thursday in

support of their 15-point demand.

EPI a success
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the day was for the first time

also published in Bangla.

He lauded the pragmatic
steps ol the government in-
cluded in the Fourth Five-Year
Plan to redress the problems
of children. He said the other
redeeming [catures in the
country were the decrcasing
trend in child-marriages, in-
creased supply of pure drink-
ing waler for the rural people
and higher enrolment of girl
students in schools.

A nalionwide survey con-
ducted in Fcbruary 1991
showed that Rajshahi division
achieved the target of immu-
nising over 80 ner cent of the
children aged between 12 Lo
16 months against six discascs.

The UNICEF Represcntative
said that aboul 70 p¢r cent of
the children under the age of
one came under EPl in the
| plans to bring
85 per centl of the children
under EPI by 1992 through
the onc lakh outreach service
centres operating in the coun-
try, he added.

Under the EPl programme,
launched in 1985, children
below the age of one are vacei-
nated against six dcadly dis-
eases — polio, diphtheria, Le-
tanus, mecasles, whooping
cough and tuberculosis.

‘Dodge pointed out that the
priority arecas (o receive
UNICEF attention in the com-
ing year would be reduction in
the child mortality rate, better
sanitation in Lthe rural arcas
and increased cnrolment of
girls in schools.

He said that 188 oul of

1000 children die belore the |

age of five and 30 per cent of
them dic of dfarrhoea, which
is very much preventable. Hall
of all deaths in the country
were of children under the age
of five, he noted.

He also pointed oul thal
only aboul ten per cent of the
rural houscholds have sanitary
latrines and that indiscrimi-
nate disposal of human cxcre-
tion is the p causc of di-
arrhocal discases which clatms
the lives of about three lakh
children annually.

ing only aboul 10

lHle said that UNICEF was
undertaking a special drive in
coopcration with Ansars and
VDI to set up sanilary pit la-
trincs around the country.

In the drive for the literacy
programme UNICEF is advo-
caling a minimuwm of thrce
years ol primary cducation and
also including a mosquc-based
educalion programme in
Bangladesh, he said.

A posilive aspcet of recent
trends and developments s
that the girls now constitute
45 per cent of the total enrol-

"ment in: primary schools and

that the government has made
primary cducation upto class

cight for girls in rural arcas
frec, he added.

Turning Lo the SWC report,
Dodge pointed out that gov-
ernments tend Lo lay a lot of
cmphasis on ¢conomic devel-
opment and not much on hu-
man development.

The report indicated the
developing countries for
spending merely 12 per cont
on an average of their budgets
on basic health and education

- services for the poor, he said.

Rich nations were also crit-
iciscd in the report for allocat-
per cent of
international aid to health, ed-
ucation and family planning, he
added. -

UNICEF sct oul ten sugges-
tions in the rceport which in-
cludes the implementation of
the recommendations of the
World Summit for Children
and the increasced fMow of in-
ternational aid based on a
commitment to meeting the
minimum human necds.

According (o ‘UNICEF
Exccutive Director James P.
Grant, the propositions are
aimed al ending the absolute
poverly of one quarter of
mankind that stull lives and
dies of preventable hunger,
discase and illiteracy.

This issuc, he said, should
rank alongstde the related is-
suvs ol preserving the peace
and protecting Lthe environ-
ment on a priority basis on the
agenda of the proposcd new
world order,

~ment would be res
any situation il their demands .

—Star photo

BFTA holds
countrywide

pr otests
By DU Correspondent

Non-government leachers
Thursday held sit-in demon-
stration in front of all the DC
offices to press home ils 15-
points charter of demands,

The demonstrations, at the
call of Bangladesh Fedcration
of Teachers Associalions
(BFTA), were held also to
protest the nationalisation of
non-government teachers scr-
vice.

The Dhaka City BFTA
branch held the demonstration
at the National Press Club arca.

Presiding over the rally
Principal Badiuzzaman,
President of the BFTA, Dhaka
city branch and other BFTA
leaders said that the govern-

were not met within

December 31.

The BFTA also announced
the holding of a silent proces-
sion December 30 from the
Kendria Shaheed Minar.

The rally that called upon
the government to meet their
demands immediately was ad-
dressed by Principal AKM
Shahidullah, Secretary General
of the BFTA, Profl Kazi Faruq
Ahmed, General Secretlary of
Bangladesh College Teachers
Assoclalion, Profl ADBM Alj,
Joint Convenor of Govt. College
Teachers Association, Md
Shahidur Rahman, General
Secretary for Secondary Govl.
Teachers Association, Azizul
Huq Shah, Secretary General
of Bangladesh Teachers

. tion, and others. |
early, 500 teachers of
rieus government and pri-

vate schools, colleges and
madrashas ol Chapainawabganj
district took part in a demon-
stration that was followed by a

T.he fuat:ht:ru demands in-
cluded full implementation of

new pay scales from July 1,
1991, withdrawal of suspen-
sion order on non-government
twcachers employeces wellare
trust and violence-free educa-
tional institutions.

The leachers also brought
oul a procession thal paraded
the streets of the town.

ponsible for

| Shyamoli released
bail

By StaI? gorrenpmdent

Mary Janct Shyamoli was

| relcased from the Dhaka Cen-

tral Jail

Thursday moming on bail.

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrale Wednesday cvening
granted Shyamoli's bail on a
bond of Taka 50,000,

Shyamoll was arrested on
December | under the Section
54 of the Criminal Penal Code
in conncection with the mysic-
rious dcath of llafez Mukhter
llossain, former chairman of
Narayangan] Sadar Upazila,

Ctg dock workers
management board

The government has consti-
tuted a 13-member Chillagong
dock Workers Management
Board "for a lwo-ycar lerm
from October 9, 199 ), accord-
ing to a Dangladesh Gazetle
Notification published on
December 5, reports [ISS.

The Chairman of Chittagong
I’ort Autherity and the Viec-
Chairman of Chitlagong Dock
Workers Management Hoard,
Chittagong will act as chairman
and vice-chairman of the newly
constituted board. Deputy Sce-
retary (Port) of the Ministry ol
Shipping will act as the re-
presentative member of the
board. the notification said.

Other members of the
board are : joint labour direc-
tor of Chiltagong division, Di-
rector (Transport) of Chilta-
gong Port Authority, General
Manager (Opcration) ol Bang-
ladesh Shipping Corporation,
Igbal Hossain Choudhury of
Messrs Continental Traders,
Chairman of Bangladcsh Steve-
dores Association, Vice-Chair-
man of Bangladesh Maslter
Stevedores Association, Ja-
hangir Alam Choudhury, Pre-
sident of Chittagong Jatiya
Dock Sramik League, Sirajul
Islam, General Secrctary of
Chittagong Jatiya Dock Sramik
League, Jamaluddin Chou-
dhury, Executive President of
Chittagong Jatiya Dock Sramik
League and Abul llashem, Joint
Secrelary of Chitlagong Jatiya
Dock Sramik Leaguc.

Mortality rate
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severcly underweight, another
28 per cent (12-23 months)
sufler [rom wasting and 66 por
cent (24-59 months) sdfler

from stunting growth.

About 81 percent of the
people of the country have ac-
cess to safe drinking walcr and
only 45 per cent have access
Lo health services.

Adult male literacy rate is

placed at 47 per cent and that

of females at 22 per cent in
1990 compared to 36 per cent
and 12 per ecnt respectively
in 1970.

Primary school enrollment
of males during the 1986-89
(gross) period is shown Lo be
76 per cent and for females 64
per cent.

In comparison male en-
rollment in 1960 was 66 per
cent and that of females was
26 per cent. The report also
noles that only 20 per cent of
the students of grade one
rcached the final grade of
primary school during the
1985-87 period.

The crude death rate per

thousand in the country de-
creased [rom 23 in 1960 to 15
in 1990. The crude birth rate
per thousand  slightly de-
creascd from 47 o 41 during
the same period.
. The annual average growth
rate ol the urban population
declined from 8 per cent dur-
ing 1965-80 Lo 6.5 per cenlt
during the 1980-90 period.
The total percentage of the
population urbanized stood at
18 per cent in 1990.

Life expectancy of lemales
as a percenlage of males in
1990 stood at 100 mnt.

Adull literacy rate of s as
a percen of males in 1990
slood at 47 per cenl

Contraceptlive prevalence
ralc among women stood at
25 per cent during 1989-90.

Malernal mortality rate
during the 1980-90 period in
the country slood al a slagger-
ing 600 dcaths per 1000
childbirths, according o the
report. Only 5 per ecent of the
births were atlended by
trained healih personnel dur-

ing the 1983-90 period.

Gorbachev for common

DHAKA FRIDAY DECEMBER 20, 1991

commonwealth
MOSCOW, Dec 19 . President Mikhail Gorbachev warned

today thal any atlempt uh:
command sifucture

Efmlﬂ*

the Sovict siralegic secu-

on rcpublican leaders o
withoul delay. He also

proposed a common Commenwealth Citizenship for a period
to preveni ethnic conflicts and discrimination. The appeal

was addressed o0 re
Kazak hsLan

publican lcadcrs gathering in the
capital Alma-Ala on Saturday for a key mecting o

expand and further define the new commonwealth declared
by Russia, Ukraine and Dyclorussia on December 8, reports

Heuter.

Baker sees 'new hopes' as
Soviet Union collapses

BRUSSELS, Dec 19 : US Sec

of Stale James Baker

said today the collapse of Lhe Sovict Union opencd up new

litics for even decper

culs in the East-West nuclear

arsenal. The Nerth Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO] s 0

airlift emerge
NATO said here

humanilarian aid o the Sovict
today. A stalement issucd afler a mecting of

Union,

ministers from the allance's 16 naltions said NATO

would help

in the urgent transporiation

ol lood, medicine

and other basic necessilics, reports Reulter.

Honecker going to DPRK

MOSCOW, Dec 19 : Erich llonecker will lcave his refuge in
the Chillcan Embassy and fly to North Korea on Thursday
night, the Russian Informmiion Agency rcporicd. Ciling
unidentified diplomatic sources, the agency said that the
former East German leader would be taken in an armored

car to Sheremelycve al
Pyongyang al 10:50 pm (20:

and pul on a plane for
GMT), rcports AP,

Ex-Iranian minister
tortured to death?

NICOSIA, Dec 19 : The son of former Iranian Ofl Minisier

Mohammad Javad T:mdp.?:cn

father was lortured Lo deal

news agency repo

saidd Thursday
by his Iraqgi
commil suicide nine as

e e L s s T

he believes his
and did not
claims, the lranian

o the International Committce of the Red Cross 1o in-
vestigate the circumsiances of his father's death, sald a re-
port by the Islamic Republic News Agency, monitored in Ni-

cosia, rcports AP,

| Gorbachev quits
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talks with ltaltan Presidenit
Francesco Cosiga, is his first
trip abroad since he formed
the ncw commonweallth Dec 8
with Lhe leaders of Ukratne
and DByclorussia.”

It will highlight his position
as Lhe country’'s dominant
politician going into the Alma-
Ata mecting, where he is ex-
pected to sign two landmark
agreements.

One would welcome Arme-
nia and the five Asian republics
into the commonwcalth as

1 equal co-foundcrs; the other

would create a common nuc-
lear defense.

US Secretary of Stale Jamcs
A DBaker Il said Thursday he
received “very, very firm assur-
ances” during a five-day tour
of the disinlegraling country
that there would be strict
centralized control over the
Soviel Union's 27,000 nuclear
weapons.

"We've very pleased with
our discussions there on those
issues,” Baker' said after arriv-
ing in Brusscls [rom Ukraine.

He said developments in
Lthe Soviet Union would be de-
bated there during the two-day
mecling of foreign ministers of

the North Atlantic Treatly
Organization,
Amececrican oflicials said

Banned items
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kinds of forcign cigaretie, ci-
gar, churat. 3. Shirt, trouser
and other clothes spilled over
to the marketl form the domes-
tic garments industry. 4. Illegal
forcign liquor, liquor products,
heroine, 'upiqm, charash, ganza
cle. 5. banned wearings
([except tralk suit, bracier,

handkerchiel and tie) 6. All
types of illegal lilen, bed cover.

and screen ete. 7. All kinds of
foreign umbrella, soap and ra-
zor blade. 8. Foreign crock-
cries and cutleries. 9. Foreign
ccramic products. 10. Current
net. 11, Foreign shoes and
sandal. 12. All types of foreign’
comb, 13. Illegal lextile and
nylon yarn. 14. lllcgal cosmel-
ics. 15. lllegal carptt and other
textile floor covering. -16.
Illegal glass bangles, glass,
plate, all types of tablewarc,
kitchenware and other housc-
hold and toilet articles. 17.

| lllegal books and magazinus

except those on scientific,
technical, medical, economic
and lcgal subjects. 18.
Porceline and China ceramics
made lableware and kitchen-
ware and other houschold and
toilet articles. 19. Smuggled in
plastic made [(except leeding
bottle) tableware and kilch-
enware and other household
and toilet articles. 20. Foreign
electrie ceiling lan. 21. Blast
used in [lorescent tube light,
22. Radio, two-in-one. 23.
Tube light (except one fool
long). 24. 15 to 100 walt GL
bulb. 25. Padlock wuplo 3
inches. 26. Illlegal electric
goods. 27. Cycle/rickshaw
spares. 28. lllegal food prod-
ucts. 29. Smuggled in sla-
tionery such as cnvelop, ball-
oint pen priced upto Tk 6,
ountain pen priced uplo tk
15, red and green pencil and
lid pencil. .

The handoul said silocking
contraband ftems outside the
list will be equally punishable
but ¢emphasis will be given in
case of the listed ftems in the
first of the antf-smug-
gling drive.

Wednesday thal the four re-
blics with stratcgic nuclear
ascs [lussia, Byclorussia,
Kazaukhstan and Ukraine have
agreed 1o meet US conditions
for diplomatic recognition, in-
cluding adhcrence to demo-
cratic principles and nuclear
disarmament Lreatics.

Although Baker did net
grant recognition, Ukrainian
oflicials said expect it be-
fore the end of the year.

During DBaker's visil (o
Minsk, Byclorussia, the chair-
man of the republic’s
ment, Stanislav Shushkevich,
said Dyclorussia wants to be-
come a ncutral, nuclear-free
slale, ‘

Ukrainian President Leonid
Kravchuk said he would seck
o climinate all nuclear arms in
Ukraine by the ycar 2,000.

Kazakhstan has hedged on
disarmament. Its president,
Nursultan Nazarbaycv, said he
would like the republic 1o be-
conw nuclear-free but might
rct.on some warhcads i Russia
duus. Related story on page 8§

Writs
From Page |1 Col. 6

Amirul Islam, Zakir Ahmed,
and others appeared for the
petitioncrs while Aminul lug,
Attorney General, assisted by
AF llassan Aril, Deputy Allor-
ncy General appéared for the
stalc. :

The Writ Petition challeng-
ing the Ordinance was filed by
the former Chairman of Gazi-
pur Sadar Upazila Parishad,
Ahsanullah Mastler and four
others.

On November 28, the Divi-
sfon Bench issued a Rule Nisi,
asking the governmenl Lo
explain within 7 days as to why
the law abolishing the upazila
sysiem shall not be declared
ultravirvs ol the Constitution.

Anti-smuggling
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cooperalion in resisll
and sclling of the ::unﬁ‘lrnhl
items and announced their full
supporl o the government in
anti-smuggling drive, _

Bangladesh Shopowners
Associations Federation and
Dhaka City Central market
Convening Committee had is-
sucd a joint statement in this
regard which was published in
newspapers. The Federalion of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industrics also
supported anti-smuggling r::i-
gramme at a grand rally held
Wednesday.

Buying, selling and stocking
of other contraband items oul-
sidc the list is a punishable of-
fence, llowever, siress would
be given on the listed flems al
the initial stage ol the drive,

The government calegori-
cally staled thal persons con-
ducting busincss legally would
not be harasscd during the

anti-smuggling drive pro-
gramme. The drive would be
conducted through icams

formed with the represenia-
tives of different government
approved agencics. None
would conduct search in mar-
kets and shops excepling gov-
ernment approved leams and
legal action would be taken
against any llcgal activity.

The Governmenl cxpressed
the hope that people (rom all
walks of life, particularly the
people cngaged in trade and
commerce, would wholeheart-
edly cooperale with the gov-
ernment in the greater inter-
esl of the country.



