Dhaka Moha-
S mmedan Spor-

tng Club cruiscd

o the final, of the

Victory Day cri-

. cket lournament
with a massive 112-run victory
over lasl ycar's Navana Premicr
Division leaguc
Brothers Union at the Dhaka
Stadium yesierday. :
part ol the
malch, scheduled to have been
layed on December 14, was
:ellldlcrnlnp-cofumrw days
because of the requisition of
the ground for programmeces

the Vic :
. Brothers Iﬁ,ﬂa from

where had left off, cight
withoul loss, when stumps
were drawn on the first day ol
the semifinal Dec 13.

target of 320 in the remaining
71 overs (MSC totalled 327 for
9 on the first day) suflered a

when Shovon was
m oul for iﬂ.

ul- Alam, who con- .

tributed substantially to lay the
foundation of a Mohammdan
victory on the [irst day with a
slerling knock of 76 then dcealt
two quick blows o send
Brothers recling at 60 for
three. |

Nurul Abedin Nobcl,
'dropped : lower down the bat-

LILLESIIALL, En-
gland, Dec 18:
Heves his nigh-
tmarc debul in
Test cricket will

r whose
atlracted
amount ol

the
England

decbul
roughly the same

champions

for a victory .

"Hick hopes to get over

Gracme llick be-
- bowlers will soon be forgo

Sports Reporter

Ung order for injury, tried Lo
resist a possible collapse but
Golam Faruk Suru threw cold
walcr on any such plans by
removing another couple of
Urothers batsmen in quick
suceession. . )

Skipper Athar Ali was onc
of the vietims in that spell, and
when he edged one behind
from Suru for a blob the ¢nd
appearced pretty imminent

The suspicion decpenced
when the West Bengal all-
roundcr Arup Bhaulacharya
needlessly ran himsell oul for
five. ,

BBul young llalim Shah, who
left MSC this ycar Lo join
Brothers, had other ideas.

Throwing caution to the
wind, this lean youngster bel-
led the Mohammedan bowlers
all over the ground.

Together with  tajlender
Salahuddin he put on 76 runs
for the ninth wicket.

Halim Shah finally holed out
for Bl made oflf 104 balls.

llis sparkling knock in-
cluded nine delightful hits to
the fence.

Raliqul Alam bowled
exceedingly well to caplurc

“two for only 23 runs.

Suru backed him up with
two for 44.

Centurion Aminul Islam
36 and

publicity as actress Liz Taylor's
wedding is adamant his painful
debul against West Indics pace
tien.
. "Success has always been
my onc ambilion,” llick, 25,
said as hc took a briefl break
from England's pre-lour fit-
ness camp al the natlional
sporls centre.™
Former England batsman
Tomi Graveney told me that if
youre going through a bad
patch you should imagine what
pcz: will be saying about you
in ycars. I've no doubts in
my. own mind.”
Neither has his captlain
Graham Gooch.
"The boy was sclecled on
his ability, you don't accumu-
late his sort of record if you

'haven’t a certain amount of Lal-

Botham may be Gooch's
¢hqnﬂy1@5“ﬁ0up

LONDON, Dee 1B
lan Botham could
be namcd
England vice-
caplain for the
World Cup cven
he will miss‘ the first
four weeks of their lour,

reports AFP,
Chairman of selectors Ted
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"There are plenty of realis-
tic candidales,” said Dexier,
who is surc o consider Derck
Pringle, Gooch's Esscx tcam-
mate, and new Surrcy caplain
Alec Stcwart.

Mike Atherton's abscnce
from the lour party with a back
injury has net only robbed
Gooch of his vice-caplain, but
also kcfl him without a recog-

nised opening partner.
Gooch said the lack of an

opening partner will be dis-

-cussed over the next few days

at Lilleshall, ncar London,
where the squad is in Lraining,
They leave England on
December 27.

Sicwart, who has opcned

for England before but dous

not relish the role, Gracme
lick and Mark Ramprakash
the Test candidates.

“I'm confident Gracme can

t his disappointments be-
. him and have a { and
long future for E . said

Gooch. And llick insisled:
“What happened last summer
has gone now. I'm looking for-
wand o the future.”
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stand-in skipper Waheedul
Ghant wilh an expensive  lwo
for 36 the act.

Mohammedans meel
Abahani Krira Chakra in the [i-
nal of the tournament on
Friday, December 20,

The final, a 75-overs- a-side
allatr, will be played over two

days.
SCOREBOARD
Mohammedans : 327 for 9
(Bulbul 119, Rafiy 76).

Brothers Union

Shovon run out 19
Tomal lIbw Ralique 29
Shamsul ¢ Dulu b

Rafique 10
Nobel ¢ Dulu b Wahid 34
Sumon b Suru 10

Athar Ali c Ratan b Suru 0
Arup run oul 5
Halim Shah ¢ Gamagee

b Bulbul 8l
Fernando b Bulbul 2
Salahuddin st Ralan

Wahid 18
Saad not oul 0.
cxlras 7
Totlal (all out in

71.4 overs) 215
Bowln‘_ - O M R W
Gam 12 2 32 -0
Dulu 12 2 27 0
Suru 13 2 44 2
Rafique 2 1 23 -2
Mithu 5 0 14 O
Wahid 6 0 36 2

11.3 0O 2

ebu

"There are obviously arcas
he has to sorl oul if he wants
to succced atl the highest lewel
but I've every confidence in
the character of the lad.”

i

GRAEME HICK
Twelve months ago llick

seemcd o have o neced for
such sgething words. In his
scven-ycar wall o qualily for
England he had begun the ap-
pear supcrhuman.

lle was thce youngesl playcr
to scorc 50 f[irstclass hun-
dreds and altracted worldwidc
acclaim in 1988 when he hit
405, the sccond-highest score
in English first-class cricket,
for Worcestershire against
Somerscl al Taunton.

All thal success made his
slump against the West Indians
all the mwre tough o take.

"It was a4 combinatlion ol few

Anirban cricket

Sports Reporter
Khilgaon Jack Club oul-
playcd Azam Walker Cricket
Clinic by seven wickets in the
Anirban Victory Day cricket
competition held yestorday at
Manikdi of Dhaka Cantonment.
Batting first, Azam Cricket
Chinic scored 18] runs for the
loss of four wickets in the
stipulatcd 35 overs with Ripon
hitiing a brilllant 111.
In reply, Khilgaon rcached
the Larget in 30.2 overs for the
loss of only three wickets.

slander
Sports Reporter
The Bangladesh Crickot
Control Board (BCCB) has cx-

pressed its dismay and sur-
pris¢ at thc ‘'fabricated and

conlention stalement’ issucd.

aganinst three responsible offi-
cials of the Board by the
General Seerctary of the Dhaka
Metropolis Foolball Association
Kazi Mishu appcaring in somc
local dailics. dsaton |
"The DMFA official is trying
to divert the atlention of the
people [rom the original inci-
dent by giving out falsified a
accounl,” a BCCB press rclcase.
. The trouble staried
BCCB peon went to collect the
sight screen for the exhibition
cricket mateh at the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

DMFA officials prescent

there thwarted him and used
abusive language.

Later, onc of the joinl sce-
retarics of the BCCB suflered a
similar fatc at the hands ol the
threating DMFA officials.

The BCCD Genceral
Scerelary tried for an amicable
scltlement but the DMFA offi-
cials dodged this attempt and
issucd statements accusing the
BCCI3 official of ‘intimidatory
behaviour,” the press relcase
claimed.

things. | think starting the
year in totally different condi
tions in Auslralia had souw

thing 1o do with it,” Ilick re-
called.

"1 also found that playing
adamst one of the weaker
English countrivs, particularly
in a three-day game, was not
the best preparation for a
Test.”

England manager Micky
Stewarl wants  his potential
malch-winner o forget about
the dark days.

"All the questions seem Lo
be about Lhe past,” Stewarl
said.

"Everyonce knows it is very

hard lo comc into Test
cricket [from the English
counlry game. To come  in

with the high profile he was
given makes il even more dil-
ficulL

“lle gotl that prelile from a
phecnomenal record of run-
scoring as a young man. The
most important thing now is
thatl he plays like Gracme ick

has.”

To shicld Ilick [rom morc
banner hcadlines, an offer
from former England great
Geoll Boycotlt 1o help him in
the nets has been declined.

"Technically | haven't madc
any changies anyone would no-
tice,” liick revealed,

I'm quite happy to lisicn
o anyonc. Il what they say is
worth lsicning o I'll go away
and think aboul it. Everyoncs
gol Lheir picees of advice. I've
had a kair number of lctlers
saying all sorts of things."

The resull is that lick is
still mostly backing his own
{:fpuﬂ-:nl. although he has

'n working with several ox-

laycrs o improve his ofl-spin
ling.

“You gol one or two people
who Lake 10 Test cricket very
casily bul most Lake a while 1o
scille e They may have a bad
start but two or three ycars

later everyones forgotten all
about it,” he said.

I've always cnjoyed my
cricket. Il | stopped enjoying it

I'd retire.”

Ausiralia and Ncw Zecaland
starting in February will be

lougher syl

“They can cxpeclt respect
but no herees’ welcome,” said
Ausiralian caplain Allan
Border, whose cam are mas-
lers al unnerving incoming
batsmen through wverbal
“sledging,

The Test nallons benl over
backwards in 199] to get the
South Alricans back inte the
Intcrnational Cricket Council
last July, but much of credit
bejongs w0 Bacher.

lie won Lhe key of
Nelson Mandela's African

the doctored
ball allcgations that showed
South Alrica arc still wet be-
hind the cars in international
cricket.

Bachcr said M/Iu' wiis
“quiclly conflident”
Alrican would do well in the
World Cup. :

"For the firsi Uime ever,

Y
e

nesses and given the solectors
an indications of whalt the
South Alfricans will be up
agunst.

“The lour was very bencli-
cial as L has given us Ume Lo
prepare Lhe cam and lo for-
mulate a strategy. Uy the Ume
we get o Australia we'll be

L]
when a

Test
world later on.
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_ _ llow team-mates Dean Jones (r) and David Boon
) whilst attempting to make a catch during the Australia versus West Indies day-night match in B?dn-
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~Aussies storm into WSC finals

SYDNEY, Due 18:
& Australia stornwed

into the World

Scrivs  cricket

finals alter rou-

Ling the Wesl
Indies by 51-runs in a day-
night match here loday,
reports AFI.

A boislecrous crowd of
37,770 al the Sydney Cricket
Ground saw the reigning world
champions oulwit their oppo
nents in ruthless fashion.

Fired by a 128-run opcening
stand between David Boon and
Geoll Marsh, the Australians
scored 234 for six in B0 overs
afier clecting to bat first.

The Wesltl Indics were
bowled out for 183 in 46.5
overs despite a Brillant 77 off
87 balls [rom Carl llopper.

The win makes Australia
clear lecaders in the three-na-
tion competition wilth cight
points [rom five matches and
three more to play. India have
five from [ive malches while
the West Indies continuc (o lag

behind in third place with a-

solitary point from four gamcs.

Amnsiralia arc assurcd of
playing the best-ol-three linals
even il they lose their remain-
ing three matches when Lhe
serics resumes on January 9,

looper, who was in danger
of losing his place in the leam
after a mcagre 24 runs in the
last three matches, fought a
lone battle as wicketls tumbled
at the other end.

The West Indies were scl
back by Lhe loss ol optncers
Desmond llaynes and Philo

Wallance in the fourth and fifth
of overs with only 17 on the
board.

They sullered a severe blow
when skipper and balling star

Richie Richardson f[ell for six.

in the 13th over.

Bul llooper retrieved the si-
tuation with aggressive batling
during two uscful stands with

W

e o
=

MARSH.. man-of-match
Keith

Brian Lara and

Arthurton.

e added 34 with Lara and
then 79 for the [lifth wickel
with Arthurion o take the
Wesl Indics to 146 for four in
the 40th over.

Hooper, who hit five bound-
arics and a six, was [inally
caught on the mid-wickel
fence by Steve Waught ofl Tom

lis dismissal triggered a
scnsational collapse which saw
the West Indies lose their last
five wickels for just six runs
and give Australia an easy win.

Fans always come first
- .-

MANCIHIESTER,

Dee 18: Man-
chester  Unitled
plan to exclude
visiting fans from
Old Trallord next

scason — so that their own
supporiers can get in, reports
AFT,

The eapacity will be re-
duced by around 10,000 to
34,000 while cxiensive im-
proveimcnls arc carried out o
miitke 0 one of England’'s most
faamous grounds an all-scater
stadium in line with the Taylor

rounder Adrian. Kuiper, bul
only f(ast bowlcr Allan Donald
looks set o remain a Test
class performer in the long
lerm.

And there woere no black
playcrs in India. Ricce said:
“The best black playcrs back
home are aged aboul 18

them. In any case they are gt
ting n on  merit, nol bucause

we wanl 10 have a black e

in the Wwam.”

Eve h'.-‘. o be
amwong [T aglatnisl
er in Soulh Alfrica, India

will get both honours.
Before November's waler-
shed games, Lthore had boen no
sporting contact between the
iwe counirics since 1948

isolation becn so strictly ad-
hered Lo, A
Ih:l-rhll-lilﬂiiﬂ

. World Scries Cup

e

rcporl.

The [anous Stretford end
will also be closed for work
during thal poriod and Unitled
are rcluctant to squeeze in
away supporters at the cox-
pense of their own.

Chairman Martin Edwards
said: "IU's [airly obvious thal
with gales reduced to 34,000
you arc nol going Lo allow visi-
tors in. W¢ have 60,000 nem-
bers and sonwe of them will be
dishppointed., Next year we
will have to copecentrale on
honw [ans only.”

be the first Lo wour Soulh
Alrica, thus rcjecling st
overtures from [akistan m
only increasing rivalry between
the Asian neighbours.

South Alrica will play
IMakistan as onc of thelr warm-
up games for the World Cup —
which will be a Test for a lol of
leams.

WEST INDIES

Reigning champions
Australia will be formidable
opponents on their home
ground for challenges West
Indics.

The Caribbean stars have
cmbarked on their own
uphcavals, with Geordon
Gree retiring from inter-
nalio mchl::*r N:lr

from the squad '
Wmlﬂhm and then the
in Australia.

The new side performed

tingly in losing in the
Scrics (0 India and
Australia

Formcr capiain Viv
Richards was also missing
from the irip, bul new shipper
Richie Richardson, whoe has
vulled for greailer effort from
his balsmen, has nol dis-
Sees e
West Indies ¢ on
Richards for the World Cup.

PAKISTAN

Pakistan, the Sharjah Cup
winners, haw one of the
bowling allacks in

Wagar Younis

Lelt-arm  secamer Mike
Whitney, who claimed Malcolm
Marshall and David Willianss off

successive balls, was the most -

successiul bowler with three
for 25 from tcn overs.

The man-of-the-match
award went to Marsh for a su:
perb 82 ofl 146 balls which in-
cluded four boundaries and
two sixes in one over from leg-
spinner Robert Haynes.

Bul Lhe Wesl Australian
farmer was unable to colleet
his prize, aller being injured
during a mid-filed collision
with Dcan Joncs.

Team manager lan
Macdonald said Marsh had de-
vcloped back pain, bgit will be
fit in time for the second Teslt
against India which begins in
Mullhuu rme on Boxing Day (Dec
26).

Marsh, a vcicran of 106
maltches, fell 18 runs short of
his icnth century when he top-
cdged Anderson Cummins o
[Desmond |laynes al mid-on.

Boon provided able support
to Marsh scoring 61 off 91
balls with scven boundarics.

Australia scemed set for a
big score al 190 for two in the
45th over, bul the Weslt
Indians fought back to claim
four wickets for 24 runs.

Fast bowler Curltcly
Ambrose was Lhc most suc-
cesslul West Indian bowler
with [inc Tigurcs of two for 26
from ten overs.

lan llealy and Peter Taylor
struck 15 off the final over
bowled by Marshall to increasc
the viclory largel for the West

for Manchester United

First Division Ilcadcers
United are the best supporied
club in England with an aver-
agc allendance of almost
45,000 this scason. Nonc ol
their 10 home league matches
has allracted fewer than
40,000 this scason.

We have to consider our
own supporiers first and we
don't wish to deny then the
opportunity of scuing games al
Old Tralford,” Edwards said.

"Once you allow visitors inke
your ground, you also have to
conlend with scgregation.

1991: Out of South Africa, new hope for the game

in November, Lthe critics
turmed on n lmran Khan,
Board of Control Sccrectary
Shahid Rafi and icam manager
Intikhab Alam over lcam sc-
lection. :

Protcsits have been held for
the reinstatement of sclection
commillee mcecmber

Salahuddin Ahmed who was

sacked aficr he claimed he was

being used as “a rubber stamp”
for other people’s choices,

ENGLAND

ing for a replacement cap-
t:'l Graham Gooch and man-
ager Micky Sicwart — and
their World Cup campaign
started with a touch of Lhealre.

Gooch is assured of lkeading
in England in Ausiralia, but has
said he will retire at the end of
the 1992 scason. The much
criticised Stewart will not gut
his contract renewed when 1t

ends in 1992,
Gooch's influcnce
is critical toe England's

Indics.

AP adds: Boon and Marsh
recovered from a slow start o
give Australia their fgurth win
in the serics. The Australian
opcners pul on only 33 runs in
the first 13 overs but
gol on top of the West Indies
attack. |

Marsh siruck two sixes off
the bowling of spinner Robert
llaynes in the 24th over. [le
passcd 4,000 runs in onec-day
internationals with 82 from
146 balls.

Australia were 190 three by
the time Marsh departed and
also benelited from a quick-
firc 34 ofl 37 balls from Steve
Waugh.

The West Indics could have
restricted the West Indies 1o a
lesser total, but their ficlding
was shoddy. The experimental
West Indics team, minus long-
time captain Viv Richards,
never got on pace to betier the
Australian total.

Marsh left the ficld with
concussion afller a ficlding col-
lision wilth Dean Jones lale in
the maleh.

Pacemen DBrudec Reid,
Mike Whitney and Craig
McDermott did the for

Australia— Rcid finishing with
29-2 from 10 overs, Whilncy
25-3 frem 10 and McDermolt
29-2 from eight

Mcanwhile, Westl Indian
manager Derryck Murray an-
nounced that paceman lan
Bishop, suflering lingering
back problems, will rcturn
home lo the Caribbecan on
Thursday.

The West Indics next play a
f[our-day malch against an
Australian combined tcam in
llobar, Tasmania bcginning
Friday. India play Lhe
Guceensland state cam in a
four-day match thal starls
Friday in Brisbanc.

The Australian tcam will be
idlc until it faces India in Lthe
sccond Test at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground on Dec 26,
Australia won the first Toest.

SCOREBOARD

Eq.ﬁruboard in the World
Scrics one-day inlernalional

between West Indies and
Australia here Wodnesday:
AUSTRALIA:
Marsh ¢ D llaynes B
Cummins B2
Iwon b Arthurton 6l
Joncs b Ambrose 3
S Waugh b Ambrose 34
Moody run out 8
Border b Hooper ]
Healy not out 17
Taylor not out 2
Extras: b2, Ib 15, w4,
nbG) .- 27
Total: (for 6 wkis,
50 overs) 234

Fall of wickels: 1-138: 2-
137. 3-190: 4 204: 5211 6
214

Bowling: O M R W
Ambrusc o 3 28 2
Cummins [0 0 83 |
Marshall 2 22 0
Rlillaynes 6 0 38 ©
| looper 0 0 & |
Arthurton 5 | 22 |
WEST INDIES:
llaynes ¢ Healy b
McDermett 9
Wallace Ibw b Rewd 2
Richardson © licaly b
Reid 6
Lara ¢ Waugh b Whithey 19
Hepper ¢ Waugh b
Moody ™
Arthurton b Waugh 38
Marshall b Whiteney 7T
Willlams b Whitney 0
HHayanes ¢ Meoody b
McDermott 0
Ambrose b Waugh 2
Cummins nol out 1
Extras (1b- 13- w-4
nb-5) 2
Total (46.5
overs) 183
Fall of wickets: 1-13; 2-0%
3-36; 4-T0; 5-146; 6-177; 7-
177, B-178; 9181,
Bowling: O M R W
Ieid 0 2 2
Meldermott & | 29 2
Waugh a8 0 3N 2
Whitney o 1 3 3
Taylor 58 0 a2 ©
Moody 7 o Vv
Australim won by 51 nans



