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000 students held

during protests
at Rangoon Varsity

IIAHﬂHﬂI Dece
Burmese dissidents lnid
Wednesday that 900 studonts
were arresled during two day's
of peaccful protests at Rangoon
Universily last week demand-
ing the relcase of Nobel laure-
ate Aung San Suu Kyi and polit-

ical rc s Al.
Bangkok- Burma
Group said in a
statement it was “very econ-

cerned aboul the suppression - day
of peaceful student dm:

strations in Burma.”
Some 400 Lo 500 :ludﬂlll
demonsiraled at Rangoon

University on Dccember 10,
Kyl was awarded

the Suu |
the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize.
She remains under house ar-
rest for her nonviolent opposi-
tion to Burma's military gov-
ernment, and her family ac-

ted Lhn: prlm: for her in

Several hundred students
also demonstrated at the uni-
versily Lhe next day, again
parading around the campus
and shouting “"Daown with
Dictatorshipl® and “Relcase
Aung San Suu Kyil"

» first day the military
sealed ofl the university but
did not enter the campuys, and
the studenis dispersed alier a

couple of hours. The sceond”

up the demonstration. Local
residents saw police vans cn-
ter the campus and cstimated
that 100 to 200 students were
arrcsied.

The Burma Information
Group said aboul 150 students
were arrested the night of
December 10, and many more
were scized the following
night, including 64 who were
takcen from two dormitorics.

Lanka admits human
nghts violation

COLOMBO, Dec I8 :
government on 'Hedm,uda}r
admitied thal its -sceurity
forces had violated human
rights while battling Tamil
scparalisl gucrillas and

pledged to investigale, reports
AP.

"Where inquiries disclosc
that members of the sccurity
forees have been guilty of such
cxcesses, appropriale action is
being taken cither thwn-
tally or through the courts,” a
statement from the presiden-
tial sccretariat said.

Bradman Wcurakunn

Inlernational Affairs adviscr (o
Ranasinghc

President

Premadasa, laler said at least
50 cases were pending in
courts rcegarding human rights
violations by the sceurity lorce
personnel.

The Sri Lankan government
has virtually accepled many ol
the ' recommendations by
Amnesty International follow-
ing a visit by an Amnesty dele-
gation Lo Sri Lanka in June,

The report by the London-
based organization accuscd
both government forees  and
the Liboeration Tigers of Tamil
Eclam, the main Tamil rebel
group, of human rights viola-
ons since Junc | 990,

EPIERTS

US relief for Y'slav refugees : .

United Stales on Tucsday contribuled scven million dollars in
relicf aid to help refugecs from the civil war in Yugoslavia,
reporis Reuter from Washinglon.
A _major United Nations relicf cllort to help 500,000
l'nlwi from their homes by the Scrb-Creoat conflict
with the arrtvulhfupﬂuﬂaul' a prelimi-
trucks.
ﬂﬂlﬁ Bush dirceted Sccretary of Stale Jamwes
Baker in a ktier to usc scven million dollars in US emergency
refugees. funds "0 mect unexpereted urgent needs of refugees
and othur displaced persons resulting from the civil conflict
i3 Yiagoaluvin * .

- He satd the moncy may be used as contributions e the UN
High Commissioncr lnr Refugees, the Inlernational
Commitice of the Red Cruss, and other intcrmational organi-
sations and governments as nocessary.

Stephen Solarz in North Korea :

US Congressman Stcphen Solarz has met with North Korcan
Forcign Ministcr Kim Yong-Nam in Pyongyang, according o a
report ll, the Korcan Central News Agency (KCNA) monitored
' reporis AFP.
report late Tuesday did not mention the contents of
talks between Kim and Solarz, chatrman of the US house of
subconumitice on Astan and Pacific hifairs.
Solarz, who arrived in Pyongyang Tucsday, is also cxpocted
to meet President Kim li-sung to press for the opening up of
Nur’l.h Korcan nuclcar facilitics for intcrnational inspection.
His trip follows the signing last week of an historic inter-
pnct and conws us inl.l:rrnlhn-l pros-

?

L
wounded Monday and
m-y in clashes in Aurbul ‘s Amnian enclave of

Nagorny -Karabakh in which M*I inlerior Ministry troops
ﬁmuﬂlﬂm Tass reporied, says AFT.
One Interfor Mindsiry nﬂlﬂﬂhlhdlmlhnm:
wﬁﬂhunmww

n al .2‘-1 in castlern Hmmy

mcﬂllamp allacked the village of
H-ﬂ-dmm killing five Armenians, Tass said.

armed rﬂh-luu: up their attacks
—wwWﬂ F:.rhrm 1:Ilhtrnl:hﬂ:.
accusing them of su
ratisis who have been
from Azcrbatjan.
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Farhana's family refuses to attend judicial body

Culprits should be stoned

to death Benazir

KARACHI, Dec
Pakistani opposition itadt.r
Benazir Bhullo has demanded
the men who gang-raped her
friend Farhana lHayal be stoned
to death — a traditional Islamic
punishment, reports Reuler.

Both l.hl:nlk.ﬂlﬂ altack on a
womian from Pakistan's clite
and her family's decision Lo
make their charges public arc

ted in a traditional,
class-bound socicty where rape

48 a Humiliation normally in-

flicted only on poor women.

"We demand Sansar (death
by stoning) of the culprits,”
Bhutto told Karachi lawycrs at
a meeling on Tuesday night.

llayat has told police she
was rapced repealedly on the
night of November 27 al her
Karachi home by five gunmen
who said they had been sent by
a Sind provincial official,
Irffanullah Khan Marwalt, to
punish her for her links with
Bhutto.

Marwat, who is a son-in-law
of Pakistan's President Ghulam

- Ishaq Khan, denies |

charges. .
The governmenl has

pledged 1o make Islamic law

and punishments supreme in

clan, the Khattar tribe, to

pledigc o avenge the alleged
altack and women have laken

to the streetd of Pakistan's ma-
jor eitivs o demand [shag

Pakistan, a move opposcd by
Bhutto on the grounds that it
would weaken parliament and
undermine womens’ rights.
Hayat's [ather has rallied his

Khan s rusignation.
The governnwent has sct up

a judicial commission in
Karachi, capital of Sind
province, lo inw:uligulc the

- in gunbatties ‘between

charges bul faamil
has refused to ﬂ-nlzu .'f

Hayat's father, Sardar
Shaukat llayat, has said he
does nol expect the tribunal to
find the culprits as long as a
pro-government | . whosc
irr}ta;rhﬂzh nl:ll"l;:];l viscr s
I u . 18 In power in
Sind.

Bhutto was sacked as Prime
Minister by the president in
August 1990 on allegatlions of
gﬂsrull: which are being heard

y special courts, empowcered
to disbar her form public office
for up to scven years,

. Mcanwhile, al least 1] peo-
ple have been killed this week
police
and bandils in Pakistan's
southern Sind province, police
said today, reports Reuter.

They said lour villagers, one
of them a woman, a policeman
and six bandils were killed in

three scparale clashes on

Tuesday.

- UN needs $ 5m

to keep troops

-1n Iraq

NEW YORK- [(United
Nations), Dece 18: The United
Nations nceds al least five mil-
lHon dollars belore year's end
to kecp some 500 peacce-
keeping Lroops in Iraq,
diplomaltic sources
Tuesday, rcports AFT.

If the money is nol raised,
the troops will be withdrawn,
diplomals said.

Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan,
who coordinates UN humani-
tarfan aid Lo Iraqg, has alrcady
sent 50 soldicrs home and
plans to ship another 85
troops back Lo New York on
Thursday, the sources said.

ROK hangs
O murderers

SEOUL, Dec 18: South
Korca hanged nince murdercers
in two citics loday, the Justice
Ministry said, rcports Reuter.

They included a man who
raptd his fricnds’ wile and
later kiflcd her and her two
year old daughter. Another two
who murdcred four bar cm-

loyces were laler convicted in
20 cascs of robbery and rape.

Two women and six men
were in Scoul and an-
other person in Kwangju.

US willing to
host confce on
Soviet aid

WASIIINGTON, Dec 18 The
Whitc louse sald on Tucsday it
still intended to host of an
international conference o
coordinale Soviel ald In spile
of French opposition, l‘tpurl:
Reuter.

Scerelary ol Stale Janu.u
Baker last week proposed a
conference in January of in
dustrialised nations o coordi-

nale the fMlow of assistance Lo '

the Sovict republics in coming
meonths.

French President Francois
Mitterrand on allacked
the US proposal, tlelling
President George Bush in a
phone call that it would be a

waslic of time.

Eight killed
in S Africa

violence

JOHANNESDURG, Dee 18
South Alfrica authorities today

report t people |killed
in poli violenee across

South Africa, including the
ycl.r-dluﬂ'lk'f of a police»
man, reports AFP
Police said gumnm en-
tered the policeman’s home in
violenee-wracked Vesloorus
black township cast of here

F resh move

BELGRADE, Dee
Europcan Community ml:dhlnr
Lord Carringlon and 21 United

'ULFA

said-

NEW. DELIIl, Dcc IB :
Insurgenis battling for the scs-
sion of the north-casiern
Indian statc of Assam have
freed their last six hostages
and dcclared a unilateral
ceasclire, ncwspapers re-
ported loday, says AFT.

The Uniled Liberation Front
of Assam (ULFA) said in a sur-
prisc slalement in the state's
Guwahali city thal it would ob-
serve a lolal ccasefire” from
midday Tucsday, clearing the
decks for peace talks.

The T‘ll‘lll:l of India and
other newspapers said Lhe oul-
lawed gucrrilla group would
observe Lthe ccaseflire indeli-
nitely, but the government
would not pull out agmy troops
from oil-rich Assam immedi-
alcly.

The Indian Exprecss said
informal contacts between the
government and ULFA, which
has been facing an army offen-
sive since il gunned doewn one

 tlalks with the leftist group

declares truce

of its hostages in Scplember,
were established a I‘nrlnigh!

Assam Chicl Minister
Iliteshwar Saikia told re-
porters in Guwahati Tucesday,
that he was hopcful of carly
and
that he would lift the ban on
the group 1 it agreed o give
up viokence.

The ccascelire announce-
ment came a day after the
ULFA freed the last six of 14
hostages il scized July 1 in
support of its demand for the
release of its memboers [rom
jertls in the state. Almost all ab
ducted victims worce govoern:
ment employees.

Three of the hostages, in-
cluding a Sevicl cngincer,
were  subscquently  killed,

while live were released alter

5 ?h'
B ._ =

MANILA

the Assam government re-
lcased scores of ULFA prison-
Crs. '

It was nol immcdiatcly

clear what made the ULFA sue
for peace, bul newspapoers sakd
the army operations, which
had led to the arrests of more
than 1,700 rebels, were re-
sponsible.

Sikhs kill 14 more
Reuter adds : Suspected

Sikh militants shot and killed
14 people, including three
women and six children in a
remote village in the foothills
of the llimalayas, the United
News of India ncews agency
said loday.

The victims were murdered
on Tucsday night near Lhe
town ‘ol PPilibhit, some 240 km
(150 miiles) east of Delhi, it
sauid.

I*ilibhit, in the state of Uttar
I'radesh, has been hit by a
wave of Sikh militant atlacks
in recent months. I is close to
the Nepalese border and sur-
rounded by thick forests
where the insurgents are beg-
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Irene Marcos Araneta (C) youngest member of the. Marcos f.muh arrives

Tuesday from Malaysia with her two sons at Manila Airpert ending almost six years of
exile. Imaldn (behind Irene) with her son Ferdinand Marcos jr (L) and lrene's husband

_Gregorio Araneta (R) welcomed them at the ai

Armema, 5 others to

join commonwealth

MOSCOW, Dee I8 : Armwenda -

and five central Astan republics
will sign on Decomber 2] the
ment on the common-
wealth of indecpendent siates
formed by the three Slavic re-
publics of Dyclorussia, Russia
and Ukraine, reports Xinhua

The five central Asian would
be nembers of the common-
wealth are Uzbckistan, Tajiki-
stan, Kirghizia, Turkmenia and
Kazakhstan.

Russian President Boris
Yeltsin made the announce-
ment afler hip talks with
Soviel Prclldu.nt Mikhatl

Cm‘ln#on a former Uritish
F“‘:" Scerctary, said he
meet Lthe leaders of all

- six Yugoslavy republics o ex-

plain the EC's decision and
scek backing for a ceaselirc.
But he secmed unconvineod
that fighting was aboul W0 stop.
Askoed il swifl recognition
would help case the conflict or
stoke 11, Carringlon said in a
radio nlerview: "1 think we
shall have 0 wall and sev
which of those two is righl.”
Sloventan and Croatian oflt
clals said Carringion would
meet Lheir republies’

Presidents, Milan Kucan and

F‘r-z;hnl inllu south

Iﬂnﬂtﬂllﬁlhmﬂ
then travel 10 Yugoslavia lor

GCorbachev on Lhe common-

wealth in the Kremlin on
Tuesday, the Russian
Information Agency rcperted.

above-mentioned nine re-
ﬂ.ﬂ:l would meet in the
of Alnm al a
on Décember 21.
Besides signing the com-
monwcalth pact, wou ld
also docide who would be the
Commander-in-Chiel of the
joint armed forces of the

commonwealth, he said,
that the candidalc
wduld

an armyman.

talks with Scrblan President
Slobodan Miloscvic and Lhe
heads of Lthe other republics.
The 21 UN obscrvers, in-
chuding 12 military officurs,
were duc o arrive In DBelgrade
to explore prospeets for send-
ing a 10,000-sirong ptace-
koeping lcam o Yugosiavia,
The UN says 1l wlllitﬂdl;
W :1 effective ceasefire takos
. But Aghting shows ne
of casing, despite Hm-r
3 across the battlcficvids.
radio said nll'I

Koirala leaves
for Colombo
today

KATHMANDU, Deec 18
Prasad

The SAARC summil is duc
o lake place

Koirala 1s lch:lu Lo
meel Thalt Prime Ministor
Anand Panyarachun in Bangkok
on his way back from Colombo,
the niinistry sald.

-one of Lthe cover of her

The Buily Sbar 5
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Madonna's 'wedding' gown
fetches 11, 000 dollan

NEW YORK: Hl:lnﬂna;
wedding dress — not the
Sean Penn meodel, but the

"Like A v“’ﬂin- album-— g 1
sold for 11,000 dollars [ &
Tuesday .at a Manhattan 7 & 5
auction, reports AP, W o S
Victor Laslo's fictitious % 88
"Casabianca” passport and \
handwritten Rob Dylan | &
lyrics also were snapped up o e
at the joint Hollywood- mt;h 5 .
'n’ roll auction al Sothcby's. = >
The Madonna dress, a *
low-cut while number
featured onz her 1984
releasc, went to a bidder
buying on bchall of an,
unidentificd company, said
Sotheby's spokeswoman
Laura Stewart. A matching |
headpicce was sold with the

dress. :
Hitler bites three
in 'fit of passion'’

TAMPA, Florida : A German she named Hitder won't

-——

‘be killed for biting three people, bul the judge who gave him

a second chance suggesicd a gentler name might produce a
friendlicr dog, rcports AP.

"Onc person said, 'With a name like that, he's got 1o be
bad”, Circuit Judge Danicl Gallagher said.

1hc3—ymr-uld mlnbepultndmlhnlln.“
shelter for biting two children and an adultl in his
hood. One youngsicr required 11 stiches to close tlm
wounds.

The dog was picked up alfter neighbours complained

His owner, Brenda Krepps, appealed lﬂ 1the
the dog isn't j“‘;ut dog

attheumcuflhcnllacklmﬂaﬂcdhlﬂlofm

Blood is thinner
than superstition

BEWING: A school tcacher in rural southwestern China be-
headed his young daughtcr on the advice of a fortune-telicr,
thﬁﬂh:hil@llwlﬂﬂtﬂdaj rcports Reuter.,

A soolhsaycr lold 28-ycar-old Wang Faxing of Guizhou
province in Scplember that his threc-year-old daughier
-nuH mnu:day threaten his life.

A few days later, when his wilfe went oul, the man cut off
the child's head and hide the body in a cave, the

ohjl:ct lcsson in China's

lu rool oul “fcudal superstition.”

Shﬁnkmgnmntam

WELLINGTON, Ncw Zealand: Mount Cook, 1t
mountain in New Zcaland and the South F‘-:il'in shrank

somewhal on the weckend, reports AP.
New Zcaland's conservation de

an avalanche lowered the 3,764-mcter (12, 100-foot) peak by

several metres when il sent mifllions of metric lons of snow,

its castern [ace.

No ome was hurt in'the avalanche. Eight climburs on the

mountain at the time of the landslide were accounted for.

ice and rock hurtling down

“nd -H&anhlh-l

UN embargo causes death
of 80,000 infants: Iraq

CAIRO, Dec 18: Irag said on
Tucsday that 80,000 of ils
children have died because ol
shorilages causcd by UN sane-
lions imposed over its invasion
of Kuwait, reports Reuler.

"More than 80,000 children
under the age of five have dicd
so far,” envoy Nabil Ncjim Al-
Tarkiti said afier handing -the
Cairo-bascd Arab League a list
of urgently-needed medical
supplics.

“The sanctions threaten fur-
ther deaths among children,
women and old people,” sald
Takrit, BDaghdad's emissary o
the 21-member ko b

Takriti aske League
Sccretary-General Esmal
Abdcl-Maguid o urge member
sales o send it medicine. The
envoy said Iraq had run oul of
key drugs iIncluding cancer
(realments.

iraq said last month that

65,000 children had died be-
-ause of s of food and
mwedicine and another 350,000
were al risk this winter. The
UN Children's Fund (UNICEF)
said the Agures were realistic,
Iraq's llcalth Minisicr
Abdcel-Salem Mohammad
Saced recently challenged

cynical manipulation of the

plan allowing & 10
u:lllllmlldlmnunttfﬂ

Irag, which rcfuses o en-

dorse the UN plan becausc it
would lose' control eof the

The UN says governmenis
can usc Lheir discretion about
the froscn moncy.

Iraq starts

. rebuilding

damaged
bridges

BAGIHIDAD, Dee |& is
in the midst of a

to stop war in

opened fire on pesitions of

Scrbian irrcgulars and the
Yugoslav army around Nova
Gradiska, Daruvar and Pakarac
in contral Croatia.

The two sides, who have
fought since Croatia declarcd
independenee in June and s
Scrbian minority rebelled, ac-
cuscd each other of brutal
murders. The reports were nol

confirmed.
Tanjug said more than
8000 Serblan re had

Ned their homes In central
Croatia in the lasl few days and

B e

h-h‘--ﬁ. have be-
lmm Hll
fng be

l-

l-nlltr

man rights, cthnic minoritics
and denwcracy.

“The Eurvopean Commumnily
has not given up is intention of
committing a unilateral act 0
break up Yugoslavia,® Serbian
Depuly Forvign, Minister
Dobrosav Vitovic said.

Sloventan and Croatian ofli
cials regretiod nol recciving
immodiate recognition.  as
sought by Germany, bul said
joint EC recognilion Wwas

‘lllhcprm‘ for Uhis is wail-
wthmmmhh then W
is a price worl m
Croatian Information
Uranko Salaj said.

we Yern powers o live up 1o war with the US-led coalition
their human rights ideals by The Baghdad Obscrver re-
unfreezing his country’s for- | ported today, says AFT.
vign asscls. More than |.800 techni-

Britain freed 70 million  cians engincers and  labourers
pounds sterling (126 milllon “are currently round
dollars) for lrag uu drugs the clock”™ o Ninish
.afller Baghdad jalled  the Al-llartha power stalion,
busincssman lan Richier from  the largest generator in south-
jail in November. ern Iraq. the English-language
. The Wesl accuses lrag of  daily sald.

.
Y l i

Brusscls but indtvidual offictals Xinhua adds: The declara-
criticised moves under which  tion on Yugoslavia adopicd by
any rcpublic can be recognised  the 12 foreign minisicrs of the
if it meels conditions on hu-  Eurepean (EC) has

federal proesi-

al a mocth




