Dhaka, Thursday, December 19, 1991

A New Strategy on Health

Given Lhe crycial ance ol the health
to the nl and general well-being
the people., the prime minister's

announcement lasi Tuesday that new drug and
health

will soon be Introduced, comes as
needed

a mmpulln indication ol some bad
aclivity to formulate a stralegy. With the
announcement made, we now await the
modalities through which the policies are to be
formulated and. of course, (he contents of the
policies themselves.

Hllht. we mludl' d? well Lo rtmgnber lt-lh.l the
health polic ormer president Hussain
Muhammad &\Mﬂ'l mment sulflered from a
number of serious deficiencies which made it
unacceplable (0 the medical communily as a
whole and the doclors in particular. In the [irst
instance, the objections dealt with the modality
of pﬂﬁ formulation. The previous govern-
ment a path well-trodden by itsell on
virtually every other issue. That s, the
government used a small coterie ol people,
professionals as well as otherwise, (o draw up the
policy without ever bothering to consult the
wider bodies of people directly involved, namel
the doclors' associalions and other medica
bodies. This is not Lo say thal Ershad's health

did not contain anything of merit, because
no such policy can ever be totally devoid ol
posilive aspecls.

However, due L0 the simple [act that inputs did
not reflect the views and opinions ol a cross sec-
tion, the output naturally became the object of in-
tense suspicion and was Lherelore eventually
ditched outright. We may recall thal doctors went
on strike over the health policy which is an indi-
cation of how strongly such a vital group of pro-
fessionals fell aboul it.

The present governmenlt has the invaluable
benellt of | and can be expected to avoid
the folly of the past regime. To begin with, it has
to acknowledge that cerlain decisions may have
to be taken which would not be tmmediatel
attractive Lo Lhe prolessionals in the [ield.
But in order (o avoid any misunderstanding
and any repelilion of t(he [ace-off that
characlerised Ershad's relations with the
doctors, Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and Minister
of Health Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusufl must
make sure Lthal there is a process ol continu-
ous consultation with the grealest number of
people al every slage ol the [ormulation
of health pollc[: The government should kee
the interest ol Lthe people, meaning the end-
users of the product of the policy, as the
number one priority, and nol that of any group
interest.

For instance, i[ the government [eels thatl
professors and leclurers at government
colleges should be barred from engaging in
private practice, then it musl convince the
medical community of ils necessity; likewise, [
it thinks, in order Lo pul substance into the
slogan "Heallh For All", that doctors on state
mrol.l ought Lo be given rural posting, then that

musi forcelully explained lo medical
associalions. :

For their part, the doctors are undoubted!
aware of the high regard in which they are hel

the people. Bul such a position of esteem also
sis a great deal of moral responsibility on

them. There is no escaping the fact thal people
do see the prolession as an altruistic one,
and doctors Lo pul interests ol palients
above their own [inancial ones. Such a high
expeclation may well be unlair, bul doctors
ought to think seriously about what sociely
expects of them and try to help Lhe govern-
ment in formula a health policy that will be
able to bring the benelits medicine to the
greatest number of people across the widest

possible area.

What Should the
Children Do?

The Victory Day celebrations in the cily were
an unmitigated joy to see and (o be a part of it
and to remember [or long. Spontaneily was at the
heart of it and that more than made up the can-
cellalion this year of the Viclory Day Parade.
gtnwmr. that was a genuine lapse on the part of

ni.

all the non-spontaneous functions onl
children's rally comes out wonderfully breaking
[ree of the oflicial straightjackel. And this year's
rally was no exception to that. Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia was at hand to exhort the children
with appropriately elevaling words and senti-
ments. n:waﬂaptr tried to sum up her good
works wilth a headline: Children asked to get
ready for future leadership. Children haven't an
gwtr. or even right, lo prepare for.anything all
Lthemselves. It is the wishes of the parents —
most (imes unenlightened., illogical and
downright sellish— which shape the children's
vanily Lo be this or that. It is regularly a (ragedy i
nol quite a shame, Lo read about the ambitions
our slar students harbour and disgorge everytime

the results are out. .

It will, however, be as [ulile
the well-intentioned words to the parents. Not
one a million parents would wish his or
her sons and daughtlers to go for Lthe nation's
leadership, which exclusively means political
Jeadership. In present array of political

to address

leadership, we shall hardly find a dozen who had -

been heirs Lo political Icatllcraﬂhlnd are Lhere
many among present politic eaders who,
instead of sending their sons and d u&hleru
abroad for education in mostly lechmcj ings,

dre grooming them for future political

Her exhoriation of children (o love the coun-
iry is a shining advice and reminds us very
that none of our scholar girls and boys

W“ say that their ambition is Lo love the country

ly.
-. m loving our country what — which items and
— are we expecling our children to love ?

ﬁ ::rlureTaboul thgl? ﬁd wga all eed on
rom 's Gora ral Chandra's
Shesh Prasna (o our contempo Mahmudul

Huq's Jibon Amar Bone ;hﬁ are mucll:dtl';_u (-

passages — [u logic a :
%demmmm

touch the heart. Bul they do not say the

cvllmg.
¢ would. in that case, do well L0 imbue our

with spirit . of caring for the collective
weal — the fellow man's well-being, .rather

personal sement which is oflen a
synonym for after power.

the -

community, the future of the
indcpendent homwlands and
the tinw [frame for ncgotia-
tlons.

The big vwz is Lhose koey

salions which say thoy

not Lake part in the talks

Of particular concern arc the
right -wing partics.

The Conscrvalive Party (CH)
and the Alfrikancr Deweging
(AWH) are virulenlly oppuscd
to any lalks thal may con
misc the position of w
South Alfricans.

The AWH Lakes Lhis a sicp
further and even Lthrealcned
civil war il ncgotiation resulied
in an Alfrican Natonal Congress
(ANC) governneni lukin‘&
powcr. Both Lthe governmwent
Presidcentl FW de Klerk and Lthe
ANC arc awarc of Lhe right's
potential for disruplion.

An array ol privale while
armics is alrcady training un-
der the guise ol scil-defence
preparcdness and they arc

armed. Furthermorce, the

ile

- Extermists Wooed to Get Them
into South Africa Talks

Mondli Makhanya writes from Johannesburg

Political groups in South Africa are about to sit down with the government to begin detailed
negotiations on a post-apartheid South Africa. This follows the first historic meeting in
Johannesburg between 20 groups on November 29. That preliminary curtain-raiser went

smoothly. From now on the going will get tﬂher.

and the police foree in-

a significant propourtion
of l’l‘hl-ﬂiﬂ% sympalhiscrs.
They may well be Lthe clusive
“third force” behind the con-
tinuing township violeneo.

It would greatly help the
negotiallon process I they
could be reined in Lo take part.

On the lkefl ts the Azanian
Peopic’'s Organisation [AZAI'O)
and the Pan Africanist
Congress (I'AC) and a vast array
of Iringe soctalist-ortented Jell-
wing movenenis. AZAPO says
it will take part in Lalks only f
they arc held within a con-
stitucnl asscmbly. it refuses 1o
have anything o do with “Lalks
about talks.”

The PAC, which along with
the ANC Jurged a Patriolic
Front alllance in October, has
also loughcened its stance. The
rcason is that its membership
insisls on clinging to (he
rhctoric which the leadoership

wias preaching a fow months
beack.

While the ANC talked with
the government in 1990 last
year the PAC adership said it
would nol take part in Lalks
aboul tulks and made a lot of
capital out of the fact that the
ANC had abandoncd the armed
strugde.

Then the PAC became fear-
ful that it would marginalise it-
scll by staying oulside negolia-
tions so it announced afier the
Patriotic Front conference thal
it would aticnd the all-party
conlcrenee on November 29
For semantic rcasons it called
it the pre consUtuent asscmbly
conlcrence.

Henee a PAC revelation that
the¢ ANC and the government
had ¢nicred inlo a secret pact
o form an imnterim government
on Lhair own next February
and a PAC walkout from Lhe
first proliminary mweting.

The PPAC quit Lo prescrve
unity in ils own ranks Bnd at
the sanw line nol lose face.
The ANC wants the PAC al the
talks not lcast because it will
strenglthen the Hberation
movements' side of the table
against Lhe governmenil.

It also wanls the PAC o be
parly lo any binding dcuvisions
lakcn to prevent the Alricanist
movement being able 1o shout
“sell-oul” accusations al L

The ANC did not therelore
respond angrily o the PAC -
radc againsl it and Lthus kept
the shaky Patrfotic Front al-
llance on track.

A major concern of the ANC
and the government is thatl the
parlics rojecling nogoliations
ar¢ not signalorics to the
National Pcace Accord drawn
up some weeks ago o reduce
violenee and are therciore not
bound by it

Whatcver Lhese partics do,

the Convention will go abcad.
Everyone has started jockeying
for position. The Tt
has persuaded a number of
conscrvalive organisalions and
its potential allies 10 attend
the talks, but the table secms
lilted In favour of Lthe ANC.

Iy bringing various homc-
land governments and Lhe
rclatively conservative mixed-
ruce Labour Party within the
Patriotic Front, the ANC has
sccured a majority for its posi-
tion at the talks.

But the speed and case with
which the meecting rcached
conscnsus on November 29 is
nol likcly w0 be repealed on
December 20, There will be
arcas of scrious disagreement
— for instance, Lhe issuc of an
clected constituenl asscmbly,
which the ANC insisis should
draw up the new constilution.

The government Lotally op-

Anoihcr pole
will be the
pendent” homclands.

{

lure o
the “inde
Only the Boephuthaswana
homeland Icadcers, Lucas
Mangopc, Is sicadlaslly against
re-incorporation, but if he

ically 1o reverse his position —
scnliment on the kefl is that he
should be compelicd 10 do se.
— GEMINI NEWS

MONDLI MAKIIANYA is a
reporier on the Weekly Mail,

poscs such a procedurc. It says  Johannesburg.

OMADIC jungle dwe-
N lliers of the Malaysian

state of Sarawak blame
their government for plun-
dering the rainforests in their
ancestral land, but also say
headline-grabbing protests by
international green activists
harms their cause.

Recent spectacular protests
by international activists in
which some have chained
themselves to logging barges,
have given the rmment an
excuse to punish them for be-
ing "anti-development” they
q’.

The government's deflini-
tion of "development” appears
v be different from the way
the indigenous people of
Northern Borneo see their fu-
ture.

"Development has to be
something that benefits us. We
must have a say in its pace and
direction,” said a member of
the Penan tribe which lives in
Saraka's interior.

"We want development
which takes into account our
rights to land and appropriate
to our cultural heritage.” said a
statement by the Coalition on
the Protection of Native
Customary Rights, a group of
10 semj-settled Penan nl::rm-
munities.

Half of Sarawak's population

of 1.7 million is composed of
I ecological wave, which
arosc in the [fight
against nuclear wecapons, in
the heat of May 68, have come
a long way. Since then, the
degradation of” the
environment has mustered
public opinion by demonstrat-
ing that some of thetr claims
had been well-founded.

The ccologists entcred poli-
tics in 1974 when their candi-
date in the presidential clec-
tions, the agronomist Renc
Dumont, a Third World spe-
cialist, won 300,000 volces
which is 1.34% of the total.
They then made an important
breakthrough in the local
clections in 1977. This wind-
fall sharpened appetites and
led to the first rivalry to head a
brand new commodity.

A young militant then slood
out at the head of the Greens,
Brice Lalonde, chairman of
"Friends of the Earth.” Bul, in
the mid-80s, he joined the
governnmenl as Slatc Secretary
for the Environment and was
thus considered as a “traitor Lo
the causc” by hardline ceolo-
gists. They reproached him for

lIE descendants ol the

with double

address.
In praise of a school

Sir, "All work and no play
makes Jack a dull boy" a
maxim which was very well
understood by the authoritics
of Sunbcams School.
Conscquently the School au-
thoritics held their Annual
School Sports and [I'rize
Distribution recently at the
Dhanmondi Sports Complex
for Women. Tll: school docs
not have any play ground but in
spite of Lhis zandil:np. the
overall performance was excecl-
lent.

Usually on such occasions
the parcnits arc invited. This
year the school had shown a
friendly gesture by extending
invitation Lo and-parcnts
also. Earlier | gh my wilc
would represent me and at-
tend the flunction. But the lttle
grand daughter ol ours was In-
sisting that | should go and till
the last minute | could not
evade her. So | decided o go
for hall an hour or at best forty
five minutles and then leave o

Malaysia : Development for Whom?

tribal groups such as the
Penans, who are collectively
known as Dayaks.

About 600 of the states
6,000 or so Penans arc still
nomadic. Many of the others
have been displaced by logging
or mining operations.

The Penan coalition said
that in the name of
"development” many govern
ment officials in collaboration
with greedy logging contrac-
tors have destroyed much of
Sarawak's rainforests, strippoed
the land for minerals with nor
regard for the environment
and flooded rich river valleys
for hydro-electricity.

Moved by what they saw as
the injustice suffered by
Sarawak's indigenous people,
international environmental
activists hung themselves with
climbing ropes from logging
cranes in July to draw atten-
tion to the destruction of rain-
forests in Sarawak,

The nine protesters
included activists from Earth
First in the United States,
Robin Wood of West Germany
and Soviety for Threatgned
People from Switzerland. They
were later arrested and two of
them deported by Malaysian

The government’s definition of development
does not seem to coincide with the way the
indigenous people of the Malaysian state of
Sarawak see their future, reports Han Jei of
IPS from Kuching, Malavsia.

‘,

aulhorities.

Some Penans say this kind
ol protest distracts attention
from the real issue of appro-
priate development of the
trial communities. It also
opens them to official criti-
cism of being foreign-backed
at a time when Malaysia [aces a

boycott of tropical producis in

the West.

Last year, the Penans them-
selves set up human blockades
across logging trails to draw
the rnment's attention to
the loss of their livelihood
Hundreds were arrested.

Sarawak is one of the few

arcas of South-east Asia from
where uncut logs are still
exported. Sarawak and the
neighbouring state of Sabah
supply up to 60 percent of the
world's hardwood, most of it 1o
Japan.

Log exports brought the
state government in Kuching
over 230 million dollars last
ycar. Sarawak also exported
natural s, petroleum and
other minerals, but many of
the state's citizens say they are
not benefiting from its vast
riches.

Sarawak is still the least-
developed part of the
Malaysian federation, and
dependent on federal largesse.

The Sarawak lumber indus-
try has a high level of local
ownership and labour-inten-
sive technology. The industry
employs more than 55,000
people — among them Penans
and the largest ethnic group
here. the [bans.

But the industry is con-
trolled by local government
officials and their favoured
contractors, usually from the
Chinese Foochow group In
Sarawak. Environmental guide-
lines are not always followed,
and logging is indiscriminatc,

The Greens : France's Fourth Political Force

by Camille Herisson

using ccology for his own polit-
ical Ascension and he found
himsell in a minority.

In 1986, Antwine Wacchter,
from Alsacce in the cast of
France, was clecled to head
the movement which he led o0
victory in 1989. This cnginccer,
who had become [amwous for
his action in favour of rvintro-
ducing beavers in the cast, is
convinced Lhat the delceriora-
tion in the environment will
lead the Greens to have a ma-
jority in ten or [ifteen years.

Inside the French ccology
movemenl, some people re-
proach Wacchler with dulling
the ecological message and wa-
tering down the idcas, Others
blamc him for kecping the
Greens as a marginal political
group. Even his own support-
crs arc divided. Should they or
should they not cooperate with
the Lelt?

The creed of the French
ccology party is "to do politics
in a diffcrent way.” It is anti-
communist, docs nol apprecei-
ate the socialists and displays

The "Greens” won two million votes and

sent nine deputies

to the European

Parliament in 1989. They hold 1,400 seats on
local councils. With about 10% of the elec-
torate, the Greens are France's fourth

political force.

hostility Lo the right-wing par-
ties. It is antimilitarist and in
favour of nuclcar disarmament.
It rejeets the twelve-member
Europe in [lavour of
Gorbachev s "common home”.
As a belicver in dircet
democracy, it is hard for a
green lo accepl one of his
peers cmwerging from  among
the ranks. e is quick to de-
nounce carcerism and is afraid
that his movemient might be-
come a “traditional party.” Ilc
is in [avour of giving the vole
to immigrants in local clec-
tions and, for its organisation,
he has adopled the system of a

General Meeting at which any-
one can speak.

The Greens come from all
social and political groups.
They include a former pilot in
the army who resigned be-
causc¢ he was against the nu-
clear strike foree, an ex-revo-
lutionary comimunist who lcts
oul barges, a biological larmer
and a youth-club organiser.

A Force to be Reckoned with

On the lace of things, the
Greens olfer a unanimous
[ront, but, in fact, they form a
brecding-ground which losters
diflcrent trends,. This masaice

of currcnts, which combines
rcalism and utopianism, has ils
traditionalists, ils idcalists, its
old-time dreamers and its Don
Quixotes. It extends from
Christian-democrat moder-
atism to extremue left radical-
ism and there are flights be-
tween rival clans and leaders.

There are opposite views on
ceverything : economic indus-
trial, agricultural and forcign
policy, cle... Some advocale
sharing wcalth with the Third
World. Others are  concerned
with allernative medicine.
From a social point of vicw,
many plead for a shorter
working wceck which would
lcad to the creation of meore
jobs. Defenders of nature upset
pigeon shoots and draw away
packs of hounds in pursuit ol a
slag as wcll as frecing labora-
tory animals,

The Greens arc determined
lo remain politically indepen-
dent although they form a
[orce to be reckoned with for
the right and are courted by
the left. They are a thorn in

=
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their children, many left their
forest homes to live in gov-

ernment :
But Itfe has been
cult alienating for the

Dayaks, who say the -
ment has not on its
promises.

Some Malaystan academics
blame the country's constitu-
tion that gives state govern-
ment wide-ranging rs to
decide land use for unsus-
tainable development of rain-
forest areas.

About 300,000 hectares of
virgin forests are being cleared
every year in Sarawak alone.

"Political office allows
politicians in Sarawak and
Sabah to determine land use
for commercial development,
approve timber licences and

locate revenue from mineral
exploitation,” says one social
scientist here, who did not
want to be named.

Borneo's natural is
being destroyed because of this
interplay ol inmternational eco-
nomies and state politics, he
said .

the flesh for the majority party
and inlend to go on nibbling at

its clectorale, while, at the
same time, drawing on the
centre,

Although they may lack
deputies at the National
Assembly to make themsclves
heard, the local councillors
and members of the European
Parliament arc among the -
mos|_active at mcelings. Yet
they have little financial means
as thcy refuse financial help
[rom firms. That is a definit
handicap. '

For politicians, for the
powcer in office and in local
asscmblics, the Greens act as
a pcermanent ftch. It is their
way ol making things movc.

And they arc moving. "When
| sce how quickly politicians
turn green, | find mysell "light
green” in contras(,” an old,

- original ccologist notcs. In a

very short time, a lot of them
have become “dark groen.”
Today's militants aim to
prove” that they are not only
concerned with  preserving

chlorophyll and that they will
not become "biodegradable in
the sunshine of power.”

-

— == —

el

Letters for publication in these columns should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly writien or typed
space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

attend another discussion
meeting around 10:30 am what
I saw there kepl me glued 1o
the scat till the end of the
function.

. With the dong at 9:30 in Lhe
morning il starled with Lhe
recitation from the Quran
Majid by a small child with
melodfous voice. It was fol-
lowed by translation into
English by yct another child. It
was remarkable o note, that
children who are prone to be
restless and noisy, were quite
respectiul and fixed their
gazes Lo the ground and ob-
served profound silence. So
did the invited guests includ-
ing ladics who had drawn the
vell on their heads oul of re-
ll:::cl. This is a rare sight
t days even al religious
ceremonics where people
continue to Lalk like a chatler
box while the recitation is on. |
marvel at the discipline the
students maintained right
through from the flag hoisting
ceremony Lo the prize distri-

=
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bution and volte ol thanks.
Ther¢e must have been somwe
dedication some where on the
part of some once otherwise
this discipline for a school
which has no playgroum ol its
own, would not have been pos
sible at all.

Discipline is the basic nedd
for a student whether it is al
school or at home. lle needs it
to establish and maintain
wholesome condition for
learning. It is also required for
better management of class
and study, because ol its value

as a habit in hfe. Il he learmns o

toe the mark in his school it
will be casier for him to mect
standards when he grow into
an adull.

Not only in the field of
sports and gamcs | have
looked into the home work
minutely observed day to day
progress of the child (my
grand daughter). It is quite sal-
isfaclory. Recenlly a friend of
mine came from Calculta,
whose daughler is in La-
Martinicr School, while she
was going thru' the text books
and home works she remarked
that the standard is as good as
thal ol La-Marts, if not higher.
A Bangladeshi who lives in
London came here on a
month's holiday. Ile was also
going Lhru' the text books of
KG-1, home work and grading
of Sunbeams School. [le too

——

wis ol opinion that the stan-
dard ol cducation was good
and above average. [ere a note
of caulion is mentioned Lo
stretch on one point that we
should not only fmprove the
children's quality of Bangla
alone, we should lry to make
their quality of English better
and compelitive. For im-
provement of English one has
lo read English, write English
and spcak English and since
Bangla is our mother tonguc
onc can dream in Bangla. None
ol the languages can we afford
lo neglect, Il we read English
we cannot negleet Bangla and
vice versa, We cannol sec the
peril ahcad becausce we still
have amongst us persons, in

various occupalions, who can

write and spcak [lawless
English and Bangla. In matters
of another 5-10 years their
small numbcers will run out.

Unless we improve the slan-
dard of English in our young
oncs Lthey will [ail to complcete
when it will come Lo Interna-
tional standard. It is indeced
heartening W know that a boy
-— an cx-student of Sunbeams
in 'O level examinations had
sccured "A” in all the eight
subjects including English and
Bangla. Bravo, well donce
Bangladeshi student! Lastly, |
congratulate the scheol author-
itics for putling up such an ex-
ccllent performance. It is high

Lithie Lthal the school authori-
Lics miake honest effort Lo ar-
range a play ground for its stua-
dents so that in next year's
performance Lhe children can
perform Calisthenics.

AMF Quadir

- Dhwuka

Aspirin preparations

Sir, Aspirin is important lor
its analgesic and antipyrctic
character, and is widcely used
for pain relicf. Latest re-
searches found aspirin as an
effective agent for reducing
blood cholesterol. heart pa-
tients arc being advisced by the
physicians to take low dose of
aspirin regularly.

Al present the common
preparation of aspirin available
in our markel is soluble
'Disprin’ Lablel which contains
300 mgs of aspirin. Since
aspirin lablcis are hygroscopic,
it is diflicult to keep hall a
tablet. licnce we fecl that our
pharmacculical companics
should prepare aspirin tablets
of 150 mgs.

Aspirin, although suggcs-
tively a very good drug yel it's
not so good with people having
acidity or gastric problecms.
Certain medicine companics
abroad are manufacturing morc
safer preparations ol aspirin.
For instance, Nicholas Aus-
tralia’'s "Aspro Clear”™ conlains
Aspirin 300 mg, sodium

bicarbonate 452 my, citric
acid anhydrous 207 mg. There
are sugar coaled aspirin Loo.
Our local medicine companics
can also make varied and safer
preparations ol aspirin which |
am surc will be a boon for
many palicils.

M. Zahidul | laque
Assistant 'rofessor,

Banglddesh Agricullure
Institute, Dhaka

'Definite time frame
for repatriation'’

Sir, | fully endorse your
vicws on the captioned subject
(leader published on Decem-
ber 12). There has to be a
definite {ime frame for repa-
triation of the stranded akis-
tanis. The words and phrascs
like “gradually, as soon as
pessible, nol oo distant” now
arc very much regrelling and
disappointing. As suggcsied by
you there has (o be a delinite
time frame announced by the
authorftics in Pakistan so thal
the issuc is sciiled once for all
and the distressed people have
somc¢ consolation. The Ume
lost in the exercise [aboul two
decadcs) is oo much and the
issue should no longer be
allowcd o linger. The sooncr a

definile time frame is given,
the betier for both the parties.

Abduliah

18, Goalnagar, Dhaka



