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— Inside Today
Article

I Extremists wooed to
get them into South
l Africa Talks

|

Political groups in
‘South Africa are to sit
down with the govern-

ment on December 20
to begin detailed ne-
- gotiations on a
post-apartheid
.. South Africa
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l_ ernational

+ Culprits involved in
" gang-rape should be
stoned to death, says
former Pak premier
Benazir Bhutto
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Business

DFIs must be reformed,
says Finance Minister
Saifur Rahman
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keature

Environment

Along with credit,
women must also be
trained for better

I hvelihood
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Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

Don’t think jazz be-
longs to times of your
uncles it can be your

cup of tea as well
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Irrigation devices at

Agriculture, Irrigation and
Water Development Minister

M Majid-ul Hag Wedncaday

the government had
decided 10 sell out all the irri-

the third mecting of the

standing commitice

city Wednesday, reports

on
agriculturc-irrigation Tl
Bangladesh Scerctarial in

The Mouse of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you to fry our Beautifully
prepared ond Beoutifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ana SEAFOOD in the cosy
armosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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Prime Minister tells

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia Wednesday warned
againsl crealing disorder in
the nation’s industrial scctor.

She also warned against the

'trcaung of indiscipline and

the carrying oul of subversive
activitics saying, "We will not
tolerate these in the industrial
seclor.” , :

"We deflinitely want the wel-
fare of the workers, but we
cannol allow indiscipline in
the name of politics or any
other interests,” she declared.

Addressing a grand confer-
ence of the Federalion of
Bangladesh Chambers and

By Staff Correspondent

Commcrce and Industry
(FBCCI) at a local hotel, the
Prime Minister said that the
government had revamped fits

role in an effort to make more ,

congenial the relationship be-
tween the employers and
workers,
Begum Zia pointed out that
to make the political democ-
. achicved afler a long and
difficult anti-autocracy move-
ment, morce stable and mean-
ingful "cconomic democracy”
needs to be ushered into the
country.
"By economic democracy
we mean building a prosperous

Bangladcsh through improving
the standard of life of the citi-
zens and arranging adcquale
employment opportunitics for
all able persons in the coun-
try,” she explained.

Chaired by the FBCCI
President. Akram Hossain, the
conference was addressed by
Dhaka Chamber President

Mahbubur Rahman, Chamber of

Industries President M Subed
All, and industrialists Makbul
Hossain, M A Galur and M A
Hannan.

"Describing the busincess
communily as a vital comple-

See Page 12 Col. 4
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Chaos in industries |G
won't be tolerated

i
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Part of the Meghna Bridge protection embankment has collapsed receritly.

—Star photo

Move to have positive results :_Guatum_ Dewan_
Hill District Councils
get more powers

From Staff Curresﬁandent

CHITTAGONG I)ec 18 : The
vernment  recently trans-
rred three more subjects

providing more administrative

powers Lo the clected 1111
District Councils of Rangamati,
Khagrachari and Banderbon in
a bid to spearhcad the pceace
process aimed at winding up
the 18-ycar long tribal insur-
geney. The three subjects in-
cluded livestock, fisheries and
small and collage industrics.
The subjects transferred to the
Hill District Councils so far to-

| tal six out of 22 administrative

areas schoeduled by the gov-
ernment whilke the remaining

16 subjects were in the pro-4..

cess of being transferred soon
in phases, ¢ sources said.
Al the initial stage the gov-
ernment handed over admifnis-
tritive powers of three sub-
{:c‘lll relating to agriculture,
th and primary education
of the 1l District Councils
with a commitment o transfer
the rest in phascs. Among the
three [reshly transferred sub-
jects, livestock came into ef-
fect from December |, 199]
and fisheries and industries
from December 15, 1991, ac-
cording o the letier issucd by
the concerned ministrics 1o
the relevant authoritics re-
cently,
The transfer of those three

more administrative powurs to

the hill districts followed the

decisfon laken six months ago
at a mecting of the 1Hill Tracts
Cabinct Council held June 9
with the then Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahnxd in
the chair in which the con-
cerned ministrics were in-
strucied o expedile the pro-
cess of handing over the rest
of the 22 administrative sub-
jects.,

Offictals said that the three
11l District Councils were be-
ing provided with thosc ad-
ministrative powers in order

to remove the among
ernment’s good inlentions as

well as 1o bring the hill peuple
into the mainstream of devel-
opmeni aclivitics.

Besides, it would ereale in
environment favouring an ond
to the 18-ycar bush war wagaed
by tribal rebels, tLhe
"Shantibahini” official hoped.

Mcanwhile, this eorrc-
spondent morm con-
tacted the Chairman of
Rangamati District Council
Guatam Dewan over phone lo
know his rvaction over Lhe
handing over of three more
ad ministrative )

Guatam, thanking the gov-
ernment said that the transfer

See Page 12 Col. 8

Bangladesh may

propose for
SAARC Met

centre in Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh is expected to
offer hosling a regional micleo-
rological centre during the
one-day SAARC summil in
Colombo on December 21,

The first group of delcgalcs
led by Forcign Minister A S M
Mustafizur Rahman Ilcfit
Wednesday to atiend prepara-
tory meeting for the summit.
The delegation also includes

Foreign Secretary Reaz
Rahman and Direclor
General(SAARC) at the

Ministry ol Foreign Affairs Dr
Iftekhar Ahmed Chowdhury.
The summil declaration

foreign - secrelaries of the

seven member-states will be-’

gin today.

The Joreign sccrclaries’
meeting will be followed by the
meeting of the couneil for
minisicrs lomorrow({Friday).

The onc-day summil is be-
ing held as the sixth SAARC
summil was abortced when
three of the heads of state and
government [afled to turn up
during the carlicr scheduled
date in November last.

According o Foreign Office
sources, the Bangladesh pro-
posal o host a SAARC Mct
Centre is likely to be a major
regional project. It s expoecied
that Bangladesh will also push
for greatcr regional coopera-

See Page 12 Col. 7

Mideast

WASIHINGTON, Dec 18 :
There is little evidence that
the first five of Arab-
Isracl La narrowcod
diffcrences on either proce-
dure of substance, rcports AP,

The lsrach team has an-
nounced plans o return home

Wednesday night, and there is

no agreement as yel as (o
when and where the next

round of talks will be held.

with a joint Palestinian-

Jordantan dclegation.
On the laticr discussions,

talks bogged down

be accorded the slatus of an
independent entity, want 1o
meel wilth the Israclis alonc
but Isracl has insisted the
Palestinians be a part of the
Jordanian tion.

Mceling wilh reporters
Tuesday night alicr another
fruiticss round of talks, Isracl

spokesman Elakim Rubinstcin
counscled patience.
"We believe we are having
m:nnv:rmmm with our
s in the Palestinian-
Jordanian (delegation) even in
this situation now. We belicve
we can do better,” Rubinsicin
said. As a gesture w0 the Arab

media present, he offcred
some remarks in Arabic.
Isracl has s that

the deadiock be broken by be-
ginning within the [frame
worked of a joint Palestinian-
Jordanian breaking
up inlo scparaie iracks and
then reconvening as a joint fo-
rum under a preset tmetable.

the most difficult has
the Isracli-Syrian onc.
"No progress at all yot.”
Syrian dclegate Bushra
Kanafani said Tucsday,

The two sides have boecome
boggued down on the question
of sequence. The Syrians are
demanding the unconditional
return of the Golan Heights,
captured by lsracl in the 1967
Middlc East War, while Isracl
wanls the inftlal phase of the
talks to focus on security guar-
antces.

It Is “very clear that the
Israchi dictionary does not have
the word ‘withdrawal,’”™ Ms
Karcifani said.

The Israclis, meanwhile,
complained aboul Syria's vote
againsi s UN General
Asscmbly rcpeal of a 1975
resolution equating Zionism
with racism. They contended
the move was proofl that Syria
still doesn’t se the

right of Jews 10 live in lsracl. |
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In gOoVvt-

Hackslage parlcys were on
ycsierday to break the dead-
lock in formal necgotiations

between the government and

the workcrs.

Scvenly-two  hour pro-
gramme of road and rail barri-
cade by Lhe workers of Jule
and Textile scctors and 48-
hours countrywide work stop-
page programme ol the Sramik
Karmachari Oileya Parishad
(SKOI") arc Lo be started only
afler 72 hours in case the ne-
goliations [ail. '

No formal mecting between
the coneernced parties Lo avert

the 3-day-long shu was

: #ﬂﬁ.mhﬁ.u . yege

Transport owners
call strike
today

Road transporl owners' as-
socfation has called for a
countrywide day-long strike
loday when bus, mintbus, truck
and lank-lorry will kecp ofl Lthe
roads o press Jor its 19-point
demand including reduction of
dicsel prices, reports UND.

President of the association
A K Joynul Abcdin and other
leaders in a joint statement
today (Wednesday) said diesel

By Nurul Kabir

I3ut the concerned min-
istrics will scparatcly talk to
the labour lcaders of three dif-
ftrent sectors today,

Jute Ministcr Brig. Hannan
Shah (retd) will talk to the
lcaders of Patkal Sramik
Karmaechari Sangram Parishad
loday at 11 am while the
Textile Ministcr Major Abdul
Mannan will sit with the lead-
crs of Textile workers at 10
am.

‘Labour and Manpowcer
Ministcr Abdul Mannan Bhuyan
is scheduled 1o talk to the
SKOP lcaders at 4 pm today.

SKOP leaders, before mee-

T T

Bus workers
block traffic
in Chittagong

CIIITTAGONG, Dec 18
Road communicatiens of
Chittagong with lwo other dis-
tricls remained paralysed for
the sccond day teday while a
truck workers' strike halted
cargo transporiation from the
sca pori, rcports UND.

l3us workers put up barri-
cade al the intersection at
Patia upazila, blocking traffic
on Chittagong-Cox's Bazar and

See Page 12 Col. 2

with the lcaders of Jute and
Textile workers at 3 pm.

Meanwhile, the five-party
allianee leader llasanul Heog
Iinu met Lthe Finanee Ministor
Saifur Rahman ye mor-
ning te flind the ways and
mecans ol solving the problem
SOOM.

Incidentally, the five-party
move for a round table discus-
sion between the government,
labour lcaders and the Fede-
ration of Chambers of Com-
merce and Industrics aimed at
reaching a tripartilc consensus
on the problem has fatled with

the nement of the L
round of discussion sched
to be held wday.

According to the sources
close 1o the five-party com-
bine, both the government and
chamber leaders were not suf-
ficiently rcsponsive to the
move,

Although, no formal meet-
ing was hcld yeslerday be-
tween Lhe contending partics,
the Labour and Manpowcr
Minister is learnt to have per-
suaded a leader of the Jute
workers lo sign agrecment
with the Jute Ministry on the
basis of alrcady agreed points
of their demands, sources said.
The minister had a igle-
honic conversation with the
bour leader, thc sources
See Page 12 Col. 6
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PWD employees
press for

job security

By Staff Correspondent

Scveral thousand employees
of the Public Works Depart-
ment on Wednesday staged a
demonstration in front ol the
Secrelarial in su ol their

five- :
demands included abo-
Mtion of Lhe existing depart-
mental set-up and regularisa-
tion of master-roll employces.
Al a rally, Abul Mannan,

Split in Russian

leadership

MOSCOW, Dec 18 : Boris
Yeltsin's vice president has un-
lecashed a stinging attack on
his boss, charging in a news-
paper article published
Wednesday thalt the Russian

rmment was a rudderiess,
sorganised "holbed of in-
irigue,” reporis AP.

Alexander Rutlaskoi's com-
ments widencd the spiit in the
top Russian leadership, threat-
ening the stability of Yeltsin's
own government as he tries (o
found a new commonwealth of
ndependent States Lo replace
Sovict Union.

Ruiskoi stepped up his crit-
icism of Yelisin's radical eco-
nomic reform programme and
in an interview with
Neczavisamaya Gazeta (the

5z

| Independent Newspaper) he

accused Yeltsin of trying to run
the Russian government sin-

gle-handedly

transferred o Russian jurisdic-
lion, as would the Soviel Stale
lank.
Yeltsin has that
the new commonwealth will
true § for
the 12 of the former
Soviel Union and will tum

See Page 12 Col. 7
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Pakistan -bascd Kashmirt grou
ps yowed loday to Aght for the
complele independence of
Kashmir rather than joining
India or Pakistan who now ruk
the divided |imalayan rogion,
reporis Reuler.

The main Jammu and
Kashmir Liberatlon Front
WKLF] and six other groups
said in a joint declaration the
the wo-

ruled by

ncws conference follows JKLF
complaints over the past scv-
cral menths that Islamabad
was helping only those groups
which want Kashmir o join
Pakistan

The groups jeining Lhe
JKLF in the declaralion are
Jammu and Kashmir Natlonal
Liberatton Front, Jammu and
Kashmir Plebiscite Front
Kashmir Freedom Movenwnl,
Tehrik Islamt Jamhooria
Kashmir, Al-M n Fil-
Islam and Quami Tehrik Azadi
Kashmir

The declaration said the
seven groups would rosist any
move almed al “weakening or
chain the nature of the

armed siruggle now

mnn in Indian held

New -Ihlhl regards  the
whole of Kashmir an integral
part of the Indian unien.

Islamabad says the predomi-
nantly Muslim Kashmiris musl
decide in a United Nations-
mandated plebiscite whethor
to join Islamic Pakisian or
Hindu-n India.

“Jammu and Kashmir or any
part there of is not a constitu-
Lional ol India, Makistan or
any other country,” the decla-
ration said. ‘

The Kashmir lssue 1s not a
dispute beilween India and
Pakistan over thuw~

of a wermitory concerns
:h?inhurtm .. right of self-
determination of Rashmirts.”

India accuses Pakistan of
fomenting Lthe Kashmir revolt
and training and arming the
militants. Pakistan denics the

C saying ils for them

I Mﬂzﬁ.
An AFP report adds, they

called removal ol the

for the
See Page 12 Col. 7
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Moves to break deadlock i
workers talks

s

-I

JS session
Jan 4

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has summoned a ses-

sion of the Jaliya Sangsad at
11.10 am on Jan 4,

By Staff Correspondent

The Chiel Mctlropolitan
tempo s bail to Mary Janet
Mﬂﬂ a m"ﬁ: Taka
50.000.

. Tl.u-mw: rejecied @
prayer of the Detective Liranch
of Police o take Shyanwli on

another remand. Bul
the Magistrate erdered Lhat
Shyamwli be before the
Investigating of the D3
police on December 21 for in-
terrogation. ;
Earlicr, the DB police ook

over Lhe case of the unnatural
death of llafiz Mukhtcr le-
ssain [rom Tecjgaon police
Tuecsday.

~ The Magistrale's order was
on the bail E:I.lha Jhcaring of
Shyamoli hcld Tuesday.

The Magistrale also ordered
that Shyameli be present in
the Chicl Mctropolitan Magis-
trale’'s Court January 2 noxt

Sec Page 12 Col. 3

Govt conceding

‘to demands of

pressure groups,
says NDP

National Democralic Party
INDI") lcader Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury, MP, has cxpressed
concern at whalt he termwed “a

govern
up three projecis for eduon-
tlon, lraining and rchabilita-
tton of the and men-
tally tmpatred children and

youths at a cost of Taka 20
‘crore, IS8,
Under the one

training centre and one manu-
fucluring unit consisting of
brailee press for the blinds,
hearing aid for the deal and
artificial limbs for the
in Dhaka and one rehabtiftation




