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(Germany to recognise
Croatia, Slovenia

DRESDEN [Germany), Dee
17: Germany will recognisc
Croatin and Slovenia as indc-
mﬂ'ﬂu on January 15,

Helmut Kohl said
Tuesday, reports AP,

His announcement was in
line with a European Com-
munity decisien hours carlicr
to recognise on that same date
the indcpendence of those
Yugeslav republics that mect
several EC conditiens.

For scveral wecks, Germany
has been laking Lhe lead In

the inlcrnational -

cognition eof Slovenia and
Croatia

w0 a convenlion of
his Democratic Uni
on in Dresden, Kohl also said:
"On that date Panuvary 15),
tic relations will be
with Sloventa and
Croatia. "

He added that Germany also
is ready 1o rccognise other
republics that mect

the EC conditions.
The EC conditions for
recognition include: a com-
mitment o respect human

rights, respect for the rights of
minoritics, acccplance ol only

peaceful border changes and a

commitnenlt to submil re-

gional disputes to binding arbj
tration.
in HBonn, Forcvign Minister

Hans-Metrich Genscher prat-
sed the EC decision regarding
Yugoslavia, saying 1t had
exceeded Bonn's expoctations
and dcmoenstirated the
community's ability o act de-
cisively.

Reuter from Washinglon sa-
ys, US President George Bush
on Sunday said he disagreed
with German Chancellor el
mul Kohl's devision o reco-
gnize the breakaway Yugoslav
republics.

“The Unitod Stales position
has been that we want W scc
peacciul evolution, we've been
strongly su tive ol 'the EC,’
Bush said of the oppeosition
recognition by the Eurvpcan
Community.

“We've been strongly sup-
portive ol what the UN has
tried to do,” BDush said at the
White llouse upon relurning
from a weckend at the presi-
dential retreat at Camp David.

"Their advice has been o go
slow on rcvcognition, and |
think they're  right,” he toid
reporicrs.

"The situation is in so much
consicrnation Lthere, so fraught
with danger, that we fully ac-
cepl the recommendations of
the EC and of the Secretary-
General of the United
Nations,” he said.
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UN environment meet
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tive.
The preparatory meeling is
the last opportunity to put
xﬂﬂ: proposals. if any. for

UNCED negotiations to
take place in RIO, Brazil, in
June.

Over ten thousand repre-
sentatives of governments and
NGOs, including over & hun-
dred heads ol state and gov-
ernment, are expected to at-
tend the UNCED making it the

bml. over held
at instance ol the UN.
Environmentalists are skep-

tical about the outcome of the
conference in so far as the
safeguarding of the rights of
the developing countries in re-
spect of protection of the
global environment is con-
cerned. But there is no doubt
in the mind of any that the
conference will have a very
im t impact on the post-
cold-war era of international
relations, say experts.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia is expected to lead
the Bangladesh Government
delegation at the conference
and address the meeting.

The Ministry _of
Envirpnment and Forests has
by November 15 sent a country
report as requested by the
UNCED secretariat at Geneva.

The country report, reliable
sources say, is basically a de-
scription of activitics in the
environment sector. It has
been preparcd in keeping with
a format suggested by the
UNCED secretariat.

In the three UNCED
preparatory meetings held so
far Bangladesh has taken a po-

sition which is basically similar
to the one taken by the least
developed and the developing
countries of the Group of 77.
it., however, appears that there
is no special Bangladesh stand.
Scientists around the globe,
and the international media, it
may be recalled, state that the
country will be among the
warst hit by catastrophes
caused by environmental
degradation.

The developing countries
have so far tried to drive home
the point that (a) developed
countries which are mainly re-
sponsible for degradation of
the global environment should
pay for atresting the trend: (b)
the goal of sustainable devel-
opment (development without
depleting the resource base)
should not be pushed too far at
the cost of developing coun-
tries; (o) transfer of environ-
ment [riendly technology
should be smooth and not
commercially oriented: and (d)
a global environment protec-
tion fund be generated f[or
helping poor countries pursuc
sustainable development.

The industrial countries on
the other hand are trying to
put the maximum emphasis on
containing the rate ol popula-
tion growth in the developing
countries. Third World experts
allege, by doing so, the indus-
trial countries are trying to
shilt attention from the global
demand for a fairer share of
the world's resources for all
peoples, limiting over-con-
sumption in the west, and bet-
ter trade terms for Third
World countries.

SAARC summit
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Rahman and Director General
[SAARC) at the Ministry of
Forcign Affairs Ilickhar Alimed
Chowdhury are duc to fly for
the Lankan capital tomorrow
to attend meclings of the
drilflinf commiltee and the
Council of Minislers, procce-
ding the summit.

Begum Ahsan Ullah MP,
another member of the dcle-
gation, is expecled Lo accom-
pany the Prime Minister.

The one day-conflerence
will have three scssions-open-
ing and retreat and concluding
b,l:'llhnl. This will be followed

signing of the "Colombo
Declaration”.

The proposed Declaration is
expecied to give priority to
%ﬂ!r viation and devel-

t of women to promolte
the socio-economic condition
of the one billion people in the
region.

It will review and sis
the developments fast swecp-
ing across the world, particu-
larly in Europe to determine
future action programmes of
the forum. :

In Colombo, Begum Zia is
also cxpected 1o have talks
with the South Asian leaders
on bilatcral, regional and in-
lernational issucs.

Soviet embassy
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rcigning supcrpower, the US,
is also being trimmed.

The cultural department
looks aflcr a centre for teach-
ing Russian language and
boasts of a well-equi lake-
side auditorium in D ndi.
It hit headlines in 1983 when

- ousted president Hussain:
Muhammad Ershad closed it
down along with cxpulsion of
14 Sovicl diplomats on charge
of meddling into Bangladesh's
local politics.

Launch dacoilyj
in Meghna

CIHIANDPUR, Dcc 17 : Al
lcast 30 launch passcngers, in-
cluding a police man, were in-
jured today when a band ol da-
coits swooped on a launch in
the midstrecam of Mcghna, 2
km north-west of the town,
reports UNI. '

The dacoits decamped with
cash and valuables worth about
Tk 2.5 lakh.

Of the injured, seven were
rushed (o tht Chandpur
District llospital with scrious

injurics.

Thcy were identified as
Mohammad Ismail, a police
consiable of llajiganj Lhana,
Ripon (18) Faiz Ahmed (50),
Kala Chand (45), Manik Mia
(12), Bahauddin Mastcr (40)
and Abdul Latil (40).

Police. and wilncsses said
dacoits in Lhe guise of passen-
gers allacked the passcngers
of MV Jaltari launch al aboul
2.30 pm and beat Lthem up
indiscriminately.

The launch set out for
Dhaleswari C & B Ghat in
Shariatpur from the town at
2.10 pm with about 250 pas-

sengers abroad.

hCL leader
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of Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
RICD).

Liton, a student of Dhaka

Universily, and Galib of Dhaka
Colle were killed in an
armed clash between BCL and
JCD aclivists on the varsity
campus last October 27.
- Prolesting the arrest of
Raja, the Chhatra League (S-A)
workers brought out a proces-
sion that processed towards
the press club.
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Pledge to protect democracy
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morning The President stoexd

in solcmn silence in fronl of
the altar lo pay his respoects o
the martyred herocs of the
Liberation war as the bugics ol
the military bands tuncd Lhe
last post.

Cabinct ministers, chicls ol
the three services, members of
the parliament, diplomats and
high civil and military ofMicials
were also present.

Prime Minister Boegum
Khaleda Zia placed wreaths al
the monument and paid her
tributes o the martycrs.

Lalcr, the Prime Minister
who is Lhe Chairperson of rul-
ing Bangladesh Nationalist
Party also placed anolher
wrealh al the altar on behall of
the organisation. BN
Secretary General Abdus Salam
Talukdcer, Ministers, MI’s and

Senfor party lcaders were also *

prescnl. Leaders of different
fronts of the BNP also laid
wreaths.

Leaders of Awami Leaguce

placed wreaths at 9-35 in 1w
morning. The Aeting President
of Awani Leaguce, Abdus Samuad
Azad, Gonweral Secrctady egum
Sajcda Chowdhury and othgr
central leaders woere also pre-
senl.

Near the Toundation steonc
of the monument, the Awamd
League lcaders rencewed their
pledge g continuc the on-go-
ing siruggle for a democralic
country and Lo implement the
dreams of llngabandhu Shetkh
Mujibur [Rahman.

The other political organi-
saltons which also placed
wreaths at the Smrit Shaudha

inelude, Five-Party Alllance,
Palriotic Democratie Front,
CPI3, NAP, Workers [Party,

Bangladesh Samajtantrik Dal
(Khaleque), Janata Dal, Jattya
Sramik League, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal (Seraj), JSID

(Mohiuddin) Jagpa, and Gaoa
Azadi League,

The Viee Chancellors of
Dhaka University,

Jahangirnagar University and

Engincering Univérsity also
plivwed wreaths at the monu-
nw il on the day.

londers-of DUCSU, JUCSU,
FUCSU and students undons ol
olher educational institutions
also placed wreaths. Teachers,
officers and employces assocta-
Lions ol difllerent universitics
also paid thoir tribute at Lthe
e soloum,

Englncers institutions, doc-
lors assoctation of Bangladesh
Biman workers’ cmployces
unions, Lax lkiwyers assoctation,
road tramsport workers unions,
garments workers and cm-
ployces undons, Dhaka clectric
supply authorily workcrs
union, Adamjoee jute mills stafl
associalion and workcrs
unions, lawycrs’ assoctalion,
Dhaka WASA ollicers associa
ton and workers unton, diffcr-
entl workers-employecs unfons
and CliAs of the scheduled
banks and dilfcrent lawycer
groups also placed wreaths at
Lhe nsausolcum.

Wreaths were also laid by

the lcaders and activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal,
Hangladesh Chhatra Leaguce (S-
Al, BCL (N-S), Samajtantrik
Chhatra Front, Jattyatabadi
Jubo Dal and Bangladesh Jubo
League, Chhatra Moeilrece,
Ganatantrik Chhatraotkya, and
Chhatra Shakiti.

Organisalions like Bangla
Acadcmy, Shilpakala Academy,
Cherukala Institule, Nazrul
Institute, Bangabandhu Cullural
Council, Television Performwers
and Playwightls Association,
Kabila Kana, Osmani Smriti
Parishad, Amra Kajon Mujib
Scni, Dhaka Youth Choir, Amira
Ziar Sainik, Taru Bithi
Sangsad, Mahila Forum,
Probhat Sangskritik Sangsad,
Zia Smiritl Parishad and Rishig
Shilpt Gosthi, placed wreaths.

Al aboul 9-35am Lthe sane-
ity of the day was lttle
marred when the activists ol
the Buxnagar unit of JCD and
Chiliatra Shaktl, student wing
wl NDI’, fought cach other over
the placing of wreaths.

>

.

o

.......

Sammilito Sﬁngshritik Jote organised Victory Day procession in't

[

he city Monday.
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—_S-tudem killed
as JCD-BCL
clash in Sylhet

SYLIIET, Dec 17: A student
was killed and several others
were injured in a elash be-
tween lwo rival groups in
Sylhet Polytechnic ' Institute
carly Monday, reports UND.

Witnesses said Mahbub
(19), a first ycar student of the
Institute, was gunned down by
a group ol unruly youths who

lashed attack on the Institute.

hosicl at about 2-30 am,

Local administration im-
posed Scction 144 in the arca
as lenston was mounting in the
town. - '

Police arresied six persons
in conneclion with the killing,

15 injured as
transport
workers clash -

PAIBNA, Dec 17 ; At least 15

pcople were injured, six scri-

ously, in scparate clashes be-
tween transport workers and
supporters of a bus owncer at
tralfic crossing here today, re-
ports UNB.

L3

Wilnesses said transport
workers allacked a passcnger
bus driven by ils owner Abdur
Razzak (38] who violated Lhe

. on going lransport strike.

The injured jincluded
Razzak, four of his supportcrs,
lour transport workers and
lwo passcngers.

Bangladeshi in
UN team for

- Yugoslavia

UNITED NATIONS, Dcec 17
: The United Nations is send-
ing 21 military and civilian
personncl to Yugoslavia on
Wednesday to investigate the
feasibility of a 10,000-member
peacce-kecping foree, a UN
spokesman. said on Monday,
reporls Rculer.

It will include 12 military
adviscrs, one cach [from Doen-
mark, Kcnya, Singapore, Vene-
zucla, Ncpal, Norway, Ghana,
Sweden, llungladt:ﬁv]. Spain,
Ireland and Malaysia, drawn
from other
operalions,

pracce-keeping I

Govt-workers
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ran into fresh trouble as (ln
governnwnl ncgoliators, ac
cording lo the sourecs closc o
the labour lkcaders, backed oul
from ccriain concessions they
offered vcarlicr. X

A lcadcr of the Patkal
Sramik Karmachari Sangram
Parisad wid The Daily Star yos-
terday that the government
represciilalives in Lthe bilaleral
dralt committee yesterday
raised sonw ubj::l_'lluun 11t
certain issucs alrcady worked

oul in the meclings with the
Jule Minister carlier.

Jute Minister DBrg lannan
Shah (Retd), talking to this
corrcspondent  last  night,
however, said thal government
would not back out from its al-
rcady agreed promises. 1 oam
optimistic aboul signing the bi-
lateral agreement within next
twently four hours, the Jule
Minister said.

The negotiation process be-
tween the Textile Ministry and
the lcaders of the textile
workcers ‘also reccived a blow

| as Lthe government negotiators

retreated from certain already
agreed points, said sources
close o the Textile Workers
and Employces Fede-ration.
Although the governm-cnt
carlicr agreed to withdraw
charges labelled against some
federation leaders in eonnece-
tion with the last 48-hour
barricade programme, any
clleetive is was yet to be Laken
by Lhe government in this
rcgard, a Llextile workers
lcader said. The Textile
Mintster, howcver, was not
available for comment till mid-
night ycslerday.

According lo rcliable sour-
ces, the workers of jute and
lextile sectors are unlikely to
withdraw their 72-hour block-
adc of roads and railways start-
ing from Dccember 22 unless
the charges against the lcaders
arc withdrawn uncondition-

ally.

Drug policy
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the people have a lot to expeet
from the present democratic
government and asked the
surgeons (o contribute to ful-
ﬂlling the aspirations.

She expressed her satisfac-

tion over the achicvements of
local surgeons in conducting
complicaled operations like
opcn heart surgery and nucro-
surﬂrl;y.
Relerring Lo the use of lascr
technology in advanced sur-
gery in developed countrics,
Begum Zia urged the local
surgcons Lo identify the
obstacles in application of in-
novations in the ficld,

She also called upon the
well-lo-do persons and physi-
clfans (o lake personal initia-
tives in medical rescarch
which will help medical sci-
entists in their profession as
well as render service to the
suffering poople.

In his address, the lHcealth
Minister said that the govern-
ment's main objective was o
solve the problems of basic
nceds and alleviale the suffer-
ings of the commonman.

Presided over by SOSD
President Profl A S M Fazlul

‘Karim, the function was also

addressed by the organisa-
tion's Secrciary Geperal Dr
Shalguat 1l Haider, Prof M
Kabiruddin Ahmed and Profl 8
A Ashral.
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exchanges in ME talks

WASIIINGTON, Dec 17 : The Middie East peace talks re-
sumed Tuesday with an Isracli dolegate somewhat more ‘op-
timistic Lhan his Syrlan counterpart over the possibility of

setiling

the deep differences between the two countries.

Arriving al Lthe State Department, Isracli representative Yosst
Ben-Aharon said the exchanges over the previous four days of

talks are hel
Therclure
the differences,” he said. PDut

ping the two sidés 10 understand each other.
they are conducive lowards

bridging
Syrian Ambassador Muwaffiq al-

over some of

Allaf said the Isracli side has refused to discuss its commit-
menis under Lhe peace process. e said the Isracl attitude

was “Lhe real obstacle”™ 10 progress. lie added that the
willing (o continue the lalks here as long as
needed. Munday's scssion of the three way talks
mostly sharp rheloric, reports AP,

delegation was

3
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Cigarciic manulaciurcrs ar-
gue that, unless smuggling is
drastically curtailed, the public
Lo

lose a huge amount of revenucs
vd the industry profits and
jobs.
- A leading manufacturer has
cstimated the revenue loss
Irom untaxcd’ smuggled ci-

garciles to have been around
Taka 1040 million in 1990
alonc, in which ycar about 790
million sticks were allegedly
imported into the couptry itle-
idarlbly

A rveent study conductled
by the Bangladesh Institute of

| Development Studies ([BIDS)

on fllegal trade notes that aller
1972, the volume ol eigarctic
smuggling incrcased alarm-
ingly. One ol the main reasons
for this, the study pointed out,
was Lhe unavailability of locally
manufactured filter-tipped cf-
garctles as Lthe BTC plants did
nol have the required machin-
Cry.

To casc the supply prob-
lem, import of cigarctlles at a
fixed rate of duly was allowed.
But smuggling of the filem
continued, the BIDS study
found.

Import was again banncd in
1976. The UTC introduced
their 'Gold Leal brand in 1980
to cater to the growing de-
mand [or [ilter-tipped ci-
garciles bul, despite the ban
on imports smuggling conlin-
ued unabaled, the BIDS draft
rcport added.

The ban on imporls was
again lifted in 1982 only to be
rcimposed a year later, The
spale of restricting and liberal-
ising thce cigarctie trade ap-
pcars o have only helped the
smugglcers in the long run as
the market Became flooded
with forcign cigarceltes and,
unlike in 'ﬁ'u: past, started Lo
be displayed openly at street
corncer shops, the report
noled.

"Al present, foreign brands
like Benson and Hedges and
555 brand cigarcltes are quile
[reely sold all over the coun-
try”. the report pointed oul. .

According to a rescarch
study donce by a leading manu-
[acturer, the price differential
between Jocal premium brands
and smuggled cigarettes is di-

muggled cigarettes

rectly related o the demand of
the lormer. Il the price differ-
cntiad riscs so docs Lhe sale of
local premium brands, and
vice versa, Lhe study showed.
, The main facltors determin-
ing such price difficrentials arc
identificd as the degree of
government control on the en-
iry and sale of smuggled cf-
garviles and the kevel of excise
dutics imposed on domesti-
cally produced cigarcties. The
retail price of | ci-
garciies in greally influcnced
by the control on sm
which adds a risk factor o
their landed cost. :
Calgulations made during
the above rescarch showed
that il excisce duty could be
charged on forvign cigarctics
atl the same rale k.'vler-: the
local brands, thcy would sell at
Taka 122 per packet instead of

the current market price of
around Taka 60-65. The
landed price s estimated (o be
around Taka 26 per packel.
This would greally reduce
the demand for forcign ci-
garctics and push up sales of
the local premium brands like
555, which are sold at Taka 40
per packet, the rescarch
showed. The ex-faclory price
before paying the excise duly
is Taka 12 per packet for the
above brand. |

lHHowever, the BIDS report
poinied out, the price differ-
ential between foreign and Jo-
cal brands has actually de-
clined in recent ycars due Lo
increased duty on local brands
and rclative.casc with which
smuggled cigaretles are being
openly sold in the market.

The BIDS report safd that
discussions with local manu-
[aclurers revealed that the best
way to reduce, il nol lotally
cradicate, cigarctle smu ing.
is to decrease the rate of ex-
cise duty on the local brands.
This would make them
cheaper and more compelitive,

Al the same lime, the re-
porl noted, the governpment
should lake a stricler attitude
lowards the entry and open
sale of smuggled cigarclies in
the country. This would add to
the ‘risk factor’ and increase
the price differcntial between
the local and forcign brands,
thercby reducing the demand
for the later.

‘New medical
colleges wont
solve problems’

By SSMC Correspondent

The sétting up of more
multi-disciplinary general hos-
pitals and improvement of the
standard of the cxisting hospi-
lals should be given prefer-
cnee, instead ol going for new
medical colleges, for- solving
the problems of the publie
hcalth sector, according to
professor A S M Fazlul Karim,
president of the  Society of
Surgeons ol Bangladesh.

The plan for four new med-
ical collcges demands further
cvaluation, he said because four
thousand medical graduales
are still unemployed.

The government plan lo sct
up new colleges may be with-
held lor the tinwe being until
the problems faced by the ex-
isting medical colleges are
solved, 'rofessor Karim said
while delivering his presiden-
tial speech at the Third
International Sciuentifie
Conference of Lhe Socicly eof
Surgtons al a local hotel. The
cxisting ones should be well-
cyuipped first, he said,

AL slates
BNP for
attack 1n

Sylhet

Awami Lcaguc Acting Pre-
sident Abdus Samad Azad and
General Secretary  Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury ycsterday
blamed the ruling party for
what it said resorting to ter-
rorism to thwarl the opposi-
tion voice in the guise of

decmocracy, reports UNL,

They made the alicgations
in a statemenlt afllc¥ some
armed activists of the BONP al-
legedly atlacked the party's
Victory Day function in Wﬂ":d
Monday, resulting in_ injurics
o two Chhatra League work-
Crs.

Kawsar Majumdar, a Chha-
tra League leader of Sylhet MC
College, was scriously stabbed
and anether student lcader
Millat shol and wounded
during Monday's attack alle-
gedly by the ruling party ae-
tivisis.

NP activists also ransacked
the Awami league and the
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