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ULFA releases six hos 8% Ethnk
rillas fighting for independence in the northeast on
released six huuuq;u after holding them for more
than five months, officials said, reports AP from Gauhati.

The wcﬂ:ll'u.hl-tnfnhuutﬂﬂlnhtrelemdby
the Unfted Libcration Front of Asom that has been fighting
about 40,000 Indian arfuy troops in their quest for greater
autonomy for Lthe remote Assam state.

The hostages, who were kidnapped last July, were [reed at
different s in the stale, said officials who cannot be

under bricling rules.

The first hostage Lo be frced Monday was S.K Tewari, a
ctvil servant under the rebels’ captivity sinee July 1. Three
others were from the Ofl and Natural Gas Commission, a fed-
eral government organisation targeied by the gucrillas.

Iran, Morocco restore ties: irn and

Morocco ln‘. resuming diplomatic rclations, broken a decade
ago aller King llassan huult:d the cxiled Shah of Iran, the
Iranian news ngunqr Ira reported Monday, says Reuter from
Nicosia.

It qunli:d a Foreign Ministry statement as saying Tchran
and Rabat had dccided Lo reopen their missibns and ex-
change ambassadors in view of the "historical Lics" between
the two nations and o I'urtlur the goals of the Islamic com-
munity.

The decision leaves Egypl as the unly nmjur Arab cuunlr_v,r
without [ull diplomatic tics with Jran, whosc relations with
most Arab stalcs was scvercly damaged during the 1980- HH
Iran-lrag war.

Colomblali rebels free 2 Japanese.

Marxist gucrillas released two Japancse engincers from a

Colombian mountain hideout on Monday after their company
ed their release, authoritics said, reports Reuter fmm

Bogola, M

"~ The! two were handed over o police in nnrlh\m,al

Colombia. flown to the capital, Bogota, and would soon lcave

for Japan, authoritics said.

Akyoshi Nakayama and Toshihiro Korischi camec to
Colombia on July 29 to work for Toshiba installing electrical
equipment.

Local radio reported that a ransom was paid but did not say

how much.
Norway Ru?ign Fed:
recogniscd Lhe

The Norwegian government
Fedcration as an independent stale Monday, bul promised to
maintain diplomaltic tics with the Sovict Union "as long as il
exists,” rcports AP’ from Oslo. :

Norway, a member of the North Atlantic Treaty
Or tion, (NATO) -may also recognise other rcpublics of
the erumbling Soviet Union, said Norwegian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Bjocrn Blokhus.

"We concentrated first on Russia because it is our ncigh-
bour,” Blokhus said. lic said Nerway would conduct diplo-
matic relations with the government of Russian Federation
President Beris Yelisin through the existing embassy in
Moscow.

" The Norwegian Forvign Ministry said in a statement that
the Russian government's promise lo respect arms control
agreements, human rights and basic principles in relations
between countrics weighed hcavily in the decision to go

ahead with recognition.

mnnerﬁcmboﬂ'toPhnmPenh.

A team of Khmer Rouge officials left Dangkok Tuesday fo
Phnom Penh, the first to return to the Cambodian cnpltal
since its leaders were foreed o flee Lo Thailand in November,
reports AFP from Bangkok.

Bak Ben, the sendor faction officials heading the team, said
he hoped “the incident of November 27 would never repeat
itself.”
.- lHe was referring o the mob attack in Phnom Penh on

Rouge lcaders Khicu Samphan and Sonscn, who were
to fice the Cambodian capital for their lives and ly
back to Thailand hours aficr Khicu's arrival.

C'wealth to embrace 10 Lexeublics:

Horis Ycltsin said Monday thal the common he a

weck ago with Russia, Ukraine and Byclorussia will be

functioning within two wecks with, 10 of the 12 Sovict
as members, reports AP from Moscow.

The Russian president playcd down reports in lzvestia and
other media thal Sovict
become commandcr-in-chicl of the commonwcalth.

"1 feel ashanmed of those commentarics, cspecially in the
lzvestia paper,” the President of the Russian Federation said
afllcr meeting four hours with Seerclary ol Stalc James A
Daker.

'Inul:lnn-tlli.cluﬂuuuhﬁlm It's up.lo him o

Roofmlla claims 21 in India:

'I'h:ml'nl'lmunnmﬂl in western India collapsed afler the
buillding caught fire, killing al lcast 21 pcople, new reports
said Monday, says Reuter from New Dolhi.
The victims a newspapcer - pholographer tlaking
m‘m of the fire-figl operation, the Press Trust of
T} news agency
ThnﬂlmlhnchyﬂMLMmm:mh:ﬂmthwﬂ
New Delhd,

of flre on Saturday cvening aller an clectri-
cal short circuit, T said.

Al lcast 37 poople were Lrapped when the rool fell in, it
sald, Twenty-one were killed and 16 admiticd to hospital.

Protesters demand
Illescu's resignation

TIMISOARA, Romania, Dcc The rally was called by the

17 : Some 20,000 Romanians
demanded Presi-

pressure
keep alive the
1989 uprising that led to the

Stalinist
Coauscscu.

diclalor

rity lorces during the unrest
and 1,033 perished nalion-
wide.

Many protesters held can-
dies and lit newspa

of the 18th century buildings

the square,
mt:dnent dissidents and
P-

UN relief trucks
entering Iraq

BAGHDAD, Dec 17: Truck

loaded with food SEOUL., Dee 17
blankets and shelters for hun- | Cabinet on Monday
the peacciul cocxisience

agreement signed by the itwa
Koreas. but political bickering
continued (o Lhreaten

Ofl, rice and blankets for | accord, reporis AP.
500,000 people will be dis- Alse Monday. ncws rcports
tributed over the next 12 days | quoted governmenl sources as
0 34 warchouses scaticred | saying the United Stiales lold
over lragl Kurdistan, said | North Korea prior (o ihe
Panos Moumizis, spokesman | reaching of the accord lasi
for the Uniled Nations lligh | week that there were no US
Commiwsioncr lur Refugees. nucicar weapons in South

Russian ,

president Mikhail 8. Gorbachev would

opposition Timiscara socicty, a |
group striving Lo
spirit of the

overthrow and cxecution of
Nicolac

Nincly-seven Timisoara

people were killed by his sccu-

pcrs as

CULUMHU thﬂ]}’ armed soldiers search a car as part of a stepped up security cam
ahead of the seven nation SAARC summit on December 21. The alert wus party fuelled by the

discovery of a car bomb in Colombo two weeks ago.

_ AFP/UNB photo

|Lanka tightens security|

for SAARC si'™mit

COLOMBO, Dec
Security forces and pu!ict.
went on red alert in the Sri
Lankan capital Colombo
Monday and stlepped wup
checks on vehicles ahead of a
seven-nation South Asian
summil, officials hcre - said,
reports AFP.

Hundreds of polieccman

were deployed here to enloree

stricl sccurily for the resched-
uled Soulh Asian Assecialion
for Regional Cooperation
[SAARC) summit to begin here
Saturday, ollicials said.

"We are on maximum alert.
We have scl up more check-
points in the city and in-
creasced our presence at all key
locations that will be usced lor
the summit,” an official
lapnhcamn ﬂaid

The summil, originally s

- take place here [ro
Nuvemb::r 7 lo 9, was abor!
at the last minute with U
_withdrawal of the King Jigm:
“Singye Wangchuck of Bhutan,
citing domestic problems.

Colombo will now hold a
"one-day busincss-like”™ summil

instcad of the claborate
three-day meetling. The gov-
ernmenl had carlier wanted to
stage for the sixth summil of

SAARC, which groups
Bangladesh, [3hutan, India, the
' Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and

Sri Lanka.

Police two wecks ago dis-
eovered a van packed with 36
kilograms (80 pounds) of ex-
plosives just outside a busy
markel in the cily centre,
raising sccurity L‘un-m.rns and

1 more intensified
n vchicles.

plosives were packed
insicde  « fuel tank of the van
but v ¢ was -5 Ltriggering
devic nolice said , adding
that e vechicle had becn
abandoned oulside the World
Marketl for nearly 10 days be-
fore it was [inally examined.

"We don't want anyonc to
crcalc any trouble ke this.
That is why we have put all our
men on maximum vigilance,” a
police officer said.

Heavily armed soldicrs and
police sct up more roadblocks
along main highways and even
narrow streets throughout the
capilal. lotels where visiting
lcaders and Lheir officials are
to be staying have been placed
under guard.

ISLAMABAD, Dec 17 : "An
angry politician on Sunday
threatened tribal revenge for a
brutal allack on his daughter,
allegedly gangtaped last’
fmonth because of her support
for former Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutlo, reports AP,

The alleged victim, Vecna
llyatt, her father, Shaukat
Hyatt, and Ms. Bhutto all have
accused Irfanullah Marwat, a
powcrful political appointee in
southern Sind province, as the
purson responsible for the at-
tack.

Marwat denics any involve-
ment in the incident, and the
Sind government has opened a
judicial inguiry into il

Jresident Ghulam Ishag Khan

wrole a letter 1o Shaukat Hyatt

deploring the attack on his
daughtcr and promising jus-
tice,

Demonsirations by as many
as 1,000 people, mainly
wonwn, have been held daily
for the past weck throughout
the coumyy W protest Lthe al-
tack. Helmeted riot police sur-
round the presidential palace,
where demonstirators oflen
gather. _

Ms. Bhutto promised to
boycotl Wudnesday's presiden-
tial address before a joint scs-

:‘lﬂ;_;‘u‘ att m‘d

sion of thc National Assembly
and Scnale unless those who

allcgedly panncd the attack are

hnminh. Press “that
masked gunmen broke into
her Karachi homwe last month
"to leach me a lesson lor sup-
porting (Ms. DBhuttos |
Pakistan People's Party.” She
said they asked her why she

spent so much time atl Ms,
residence,

Bhutto's Karachi
and what she did whilc thore.

In an interyicw with Lhe -

monthly magazine The lerald,
Ms. liyatt claimed one of her
atlackers mentioned Marwal
during the 12-hour nightmare,
when the gunmen dragged her
from room lo room repealedly
raping her.

“They kept threalening (e

Moscow Mayor
to resign

MOSCOW, Dec 17: The
popular Mayor ol Moscow said
Sunday he will resign because
of differences with Horis

Yeltsin's Russian government
over how o run the republic's
capital and largest city, televi-
sion reporied, reports Al

UNITED NATIONS: Members of the Iragi

- Marwat,

delegation inclading Iraq

Pak politician to avenge
assault on his daughter

kill me if | didn't answoer their
questions. They said they were
l.'m duty under the order ol

‘Thigher- ups ﬂm of tt:j
% #ip up c talt.r ::hang:. ft lu

just higher-ups,” Ms llyatt told
the reputable English-language
magazine.
who is
Khan's son-in-law, runs the
police and domesltic
intelligence agencics in Sind,
Ms. Bhutto's home province
and ence the stronghold of her
leflist Pakistan People's Party.
He is gencrally beliewved Lo
have been placed in the Sind
government by Ishaq Khan Lo

Ishagq

reduce Ms. Bhullo's political |

strength there.

Shaukat llyatl, a veteran
politician with close tics Lo
Pakistan's founding father,
Mohammad Al Jinnah, said
iribal elders met in his home
Sunday vowing revenge within
a weck unless "the culprits are
arrested.” He sald the elders
would meet again on Friday (o
decide how to seck revenge.

Tribal traditions and law
run decp in Pakistan. In some
arcas Lthe Prime Minister can-
not move [reely without the
protection of tribal clders,

IMMHm

UN Abdul Amir Al-Anbari (L) look on during a vote in the General Aumlbly The UNGA at
ﬂnwﬁuqﬂuwwn 1975 resolution equating Zionism with the racism.

'I"I'.II'I; appcarcd o be a
issue in bringing the
rapprochement between tLhe
two Korcas, which have beon
bitter enemics since Lhe
peninsula was divided in 1945,
The United Siales also
a crucial role In the
thaw by sending a wam ol
arms conmol experis o mect
with North and South Korcan
officials 0 develop a nuclear
disarmanwni . SOUrcUS
told The Associaled Press.

The non-aggression
agreement did not address the
jssue of nuclcar wcapons
development but the two sides
ijssued a joinl sldlement
pledging to weork: toward
climinating all such wcapons
on the Korcan peninsula.

The pledge is a distintt
advance In relations between
the two Korcas, but many in
the south say their government
should not have signed Lthe
reconcillaliébn agrecment
withoult a firm pledge from

— AFP/UNB photo

North Korca 1o slop

developing nuchear woapons,
Aler the Cabinet

the agrecenwni, which [“rime

Minister Chung Won-shik
called “a shining achicvement,”
lht Democratic

T;u‘rnln'
Party said 1 would sevk

pnrhmwry ratification of
the pact on Wednesday .

But the main opposition
Democratic Party salid Lhal
because nuclear issucs are
outstanding and the accord

would groutly affect.

Kazakhstan
declares

independence

MOSCOW, Dec 16: The
Southern  Republic of
Kazakhstan declared itselfl in-
dependent today, the
Russian fedcration. The only
Soviet Republic not to have
done so since last Augusl's
failed coup, reports Reuter.

Tass ncws ncy said the
Kazakh parliament adopled a
law proclaiming Kazakhstan an
"Independent, democratic,
law -bascd state.”

Tass said the law stipulated
that Kazakhstan, an ethnically
diverse republic stretching
from the Chinese border to the
moulh of Russia's V bore
sole responsibility for forcign
and ihternal policies within its
existing borders. _

All national groups within
the republic — divided equally
between Russians and central
Asians — enjoyed equal rights.

The declaration's main re-
sull was Lo reinforce the new
commonwealth of independent
states formed last week which
declared the old Soviet Union
dead and sapped virtually all of
Sovict President Mikhail
Gorbachev's authority.

Arafat arrives
in China

tomorrow

BERIING, Dec 17 : Palestine
Libcration Organizaton leader
Yasser Aralat is scheduled to
arrive in China Thursday for an
official visit, the Forcign
Ministry announced Tucsday,
cports Al

The announcement, carried
by the state-run Xinhua News

ncy, said Chinese President
Yang Shangkun had invited
Arafal to visil China.

The report did not say. how
long Aralal would be in China.

Xinhua gave no details on
the purpose of the visit, but
Aralal is cxpecled te discuss
Middle East peace negotiations
undcer way in Washington and
China’'s increasing contacts
and cxchanges with Isracl.

SAARC Council
of Ministers
meet Dec 20

COLOMIIO, Dec 16: The

council of ministers of SAAIRC

countrics will meet here on
December 20 on the eve ol the
one-day summit of heads of

state and government, rcports

PTI.
The forcign minisicrs of
India, Bangladesh. . the

Maldives, Bhutan, Nepal and
Pakistan arc expected Lo arrive
in Colombo on Thursday whilc
the heads of government and
state will arrive on December

20 and 21.
The currenl SAARC
Chairman, President Mau-

moon Abdul Gayoom of Lhe
Maldives, will hand owver
chairmanship ol the seven-na-
tion grouping to Sri Lanka
during thce summil.

Croatian planes
attack Serbian
refugees

BELGRADE, Dec 17:
Croatian plancs attacked a
column of Serbian refugees on
Monday, injuring around 20 ol
them, Tanjug ntws ageney re-
ported quoling lederal army
sources, reports AFDP,

Three small planes attacked
the refugees near Pakrac, In
western Sloventa where fight-
ing had raged dll day, Tanjug
said. Two of the injured were
in serious condition.

The Croals were using
plancs equipped for crop

spraying, Tanjug said.

UN mediator
start peace
talks In
El Salvador

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 17;
Salvadoran officials and rcbels
on Monday opcned separate
lalks with a UN mediator
aimed al producing a formal
censc-fire and [final agreement
ending El Salvador's 12-ycar-
old etvil war, reports AP,

There was no  immediate
world on the separale sessions
with Alvaro de Solo, a spedial
crwoy o UN Seerctary-General
Javier Percx de Cucllar. It was
not known when both sides
would meet with Perez de
Cucllar or when they would sit
down [ace-o-face

The governing -rty
conirols two-thirds of Lhe
and could approve

the t withoul epposition
“'THI South Korca holds
locad and national clkections in
1992 and 1t may nol be
politically expedient for the
governing parly to steamroll
the agreement over Lhe

opposition.

The Uniled States had
refused 0 confirm or deny the
presence of the nuclear

The Baily Sbar 5

| Burmese dissidents
urge UN to help
re'2ase Suu Kyi

BANGKOK, Do 17: An al-
ternative Durmesc government .
sct up by dissidenis in the jun-
gle callcd on (he United
Nations on Monday to help
free Nobel Peace laurcate Au
San Suu Kyi from the hands

Rangoon's military rulers, re-
ports Reuler.

"We would like Lo sl e
all the members of the Unftec
Nations and inlernationa.
community to follow-up and

lement the U.N. resolution

Aung San Suu Kyi,” The
group said in a stalement re-
ceived in Bangkok.

The alternative rnment
is largcly made up of exiled
members of the Nalional
Leaguc for Democracy (NLDD),
the party Aung San Suu Kyi
helped set yp.

It won an overwhelming
victory in a May, 1990, general
election that was rcpudiated by
the ruling junta, the State Law
and Order Resloration Counefl
(SLORC).

The expulsion uf Aung San

Suu Kyi [rom the NLID was an-

nounced on official radio
Rangoon on Sunday night.
Rangoon's forcign residents
say Lhis is Lthe latest attempt by
the junta to discredil the op-

position leader.
"We believe the acting lead-
ership on NLD are with

crisis, and are threatened al
gunpoint by the miljlary
regime,” Lhe allernale gov-
emment's sfalemenl said.

"They were forced to expel
her from NLD as instructed by
the SLORC," it said.

The Iatﬂl manifestation of
the military regime that has
ruled Burma since 1962, the -
SLORC took up the reins of
government after soldicrs shot
thousands of demonstrators in

quelling a 1988 demoeracy
uprisi

ng.

Altcr the 1990 cluclbn
many viclorious NLD candi-
dales were ml.n:l and others
fled into the jungle to join
dissident students and monks
and link up with ethnie guer-
rilla groups.

NLD lcadcrs who were left
behind have been under almost
conslanl pressure to acceptl
demands Lthat they repudiate
their former allics, foreign res-
idents of Rangoon say

Aung San Suu H'.yi 46-ycar-
old daughtcr of assassinated
independence hero Aung San,
has bu:n detained under house
arrest sinee July, 1989,

Anti- Tamil ﬁolen'gg_
in Bangalore : 16 killed

NEW DELIH, Dee 17: The
Indian government has rushed
paramililary troops lo a south-
ern stale alfter nine people
were killed in anti-Tamil vio-
lence, a senior minister said to

. reports AFT.

llundreds of Tamils had
also fled strife-torn Karnataka
statc and taken shelter in ad-
joining Tamil Nadu province
following arson alilacks on
them since Friday, nCwspapers
said here,

The Hlindu newspaper, pub-

lished from Tamil Nadu, said
16 pcople were slain in stab-
bing incidents and police fir-
ing in and around Karnataka's.
capital Bangalore. The
Karnataka police maintained
that only ninc people had dicd.

Home Minister Y V Chavan
told parliament here that New
Delhi had rushed some 600
men of the federal Central
Reserve MPolice Foree (CRIPF) to
Karnalaka in the wake ol the
anti-Tiumil violenee,

"I have spoken o the Chief
Minister of Karnataka 1o see
that this kind of viclence does
not take place,” he lold MPs.

Violcnee repuled iIn

Karnalaka during a general
strike called by political par-

tics to protest an accord giving
Tamil Nidu an increascd share
of the Cauvery river, which ir-

rigates riec-growing arcas ol
the two coastal stales.

News said hundreds
ol Tamils Wving in Bangalore
and arcas had fled

Tamil Nadu afier locals w

lcascd an orgy ol violence on
their properly, and many
complained that the Kamataka

police were partisan.,

Tamil Nadu MPs demanded
in parliament today that New
Delhi dismiss the Karnataka
government, controlled by PV
Narasimha [Rao's Congress (1)
Party, and despaich the army
to Dangalorce to put down fur
thir mob antacks.

Off the Rec« n'd

Trade Minister's

dirty trade

GERMANY : The Trade Minister from the Soviet Central

Asian

Republic of Kirghizstan was nabbed for shop-lilting a

Polo shirt in a department store of this north German city,
the Bild fnewspaper reported Saturday, says AFP.

Kirsicm DBazhasitlov was caught

by a storce detective as he

sought to smuggic oul the 39.9-mark (about 25 dollar) shirt

in a plastic bag.

The Minister was [reed aflier two hours on 300-mark (190

dollars bail.

Resurrection

GUIGINTO, Phil
find a wake being
visit

replied, rcports Al

The mixup began December 2 when San |
man in Lhis town 50 kilomcires {30 miles) nort
left to visit a friend in anbther

in a local weckly newspaper,

Thal same day,
town and
They turned the body, which

Aerman, over o his

molther,

nes : Nardo San Dicgo was surprised to
id at his home afler he returned from
a friend. “who died? he asked. “You,” a startled [riend

, an alder-
ol Manila,
nce, according to a report

hdlxmmlrﬂnﬂh
identified it as San Dicgo's.

rcscmbled the al-
then the

. dittonal ninc-day wake al the home ¢ the deccased, the

r said.

On the third-day of the wake, San Dicge returned Home 1o

the surprisc of the mourncrs.

Police saild they still do not know '}
, body, which was turmed over to a b

Mone)

real Mdentity of the
«ral home.

TN t!-’*

bust I ~aler

SAN FRANCISCO: A Califu
lion dollars 1o a women whos
chronic discase, ~vports Al

her a

Ty has aowarded 7.34 midl-
i1 ruptured, giving

Cel®l WG *t

The six-member federal court jury conclude Friday. Uhatl

the silicon

was defective and that its makers, Dow

to warn her of the risks. The !tlryldlllhul
ol and :

Koreas'’ " agreement faces political bickering

weapons in South Korea, bul
intelligence  sources had
ulnted there were al one

Arab newsmen
ordered to
leave Iraq

BAGIHDAD, Dee 17: lrag lold

time 40 to 80%uch weapons in | Arab journalists working for

the country.

North Korca had alleged
there were up 0 1,000,

South Korea's Dong-a lbe

dai newspaper reporied
mly that the United States
lold officials last
woeuk US nuclcar weapons

were oul of the south.

forcign companies loday 1o

leave Lhe country, reporis
Reulter.
An Information Minisiry ol



