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992, Test for Filipino Democracy
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Wages Must Reflect
Economic Reality
sides, the government and the represen-

of the workers, are holding talks to avert

hour countrywide work stoppage. sched-
start from 22 December, planned by the

Oikkya Parishad (SKOP) and

sincere ellorts Lo
avert a situation which, in addition to affecting
national output, will no doubt cause tremendous
inconvenience to the public and may create social

i

While we support the move (o provide a mini-
mum standard of living for our workers, we
cannot be indilferent to the wider questions that
the SKOP and jute and textile workers' demands
have given rise to. The [ive-point charter ol de-
mands of the SKOP talks ol a new national mini-
mum wage and ol repealing the so-called anti-
worker labour laws. These demands should be
looked into. However, the SKOP also Lalks about
the move towards denationalisation which
is one of the key economic policies of Begum
Zia's governmenti. Are our labour leaders fully
cognizant of the implications of their demands?

Aboul a minimum wage for all, the government
is correclly hesitant about imposing the wage
commission's report on Lhe privale seclor. Fixing
of wages must be directly linked to productivity.
To ensure that workers are not cheated out of
their legitimate rights the labour law provides for
elected CBA's. Il is [or them (o negotliate a [air
wage [or their workers, which may, in prolitable
enterprises, be much higher than in others. To
burden all production units with a wage structure
which they may be unable to cope with, will lead
to closures and bankruplcies as we have now. As
for the government seclors, they will have more
and more debts burdening the taxpayers with the
t of losses thalt have become the hall mark ol

nationalised sector at the moment.

The [undamental issue here is not of fair wages
nor of high profitability but of relating wages to
productivity. Our workers in general and trade
unions in particular will have to learn to relate
their own interest with that of the national
economy. If the industry is making a loss for
whalever reason — and ollen the reasons are ex-
ternal— then the workers will have to share in
that loss. If they think that they are outside the
scope of Lhe overall economic situation then we
are only likely to repeal what is going on now. A
word needs Lo be addressed to the management
also. They will have (o behave in a way so as (o
gain the trust of the workers. At the moment the
relation between the workers and the manage-
ment is one ol mistrust and suspicion; and it is
this suspicion thal leads workers to think that
management is hiding the truth when the latter
clatms to be incurring a loss.

We have said il several times belore and feel
the need (o repeal. However jusl the demand and
fair the cause, nobody has the right to hold the
nation Lo ransom. Nobody has the right Lo deprive
the people ol their basic public services. The very
programme ol SKOP and of the jute and textile
workers smacks of disregard for public welfare
and disrespecl [or the rule of law.

The government has so [ar gone more than half
way (o meel Lthe demands of the workers. We call
upon the other parly to show similar [lexibility
and resolve this issue, keeping in mind the wider
national interest. Under no circumstances should
Lthe type ol barricade thalt we saw a few weeks
ago, be allowed (o be repeated.

A Cool Ten-hour Raid

It was Friday night. Some thirty rickshaw-van
load of persons came [rom somewhere in the di-
rection of Kaliganj and over loudspeakers di-
recled all the residents of village Joradaha,
Jessore, 1o slay indoors on pain of death. All of
the hundred-and-fifty raiders were armed and
had little problem in fastening all the male adulls
ol the village to posts and reduce them to utter
helplessness. Whoever resisied got a dose of
thrashing that discouraged others from raising an
alarm. For ten hours the rampage continued. The
main mission was looling and by the way molest-
ing the women. They took away everything from
63 houses in the village including blankets, kan-
thas and clothes of personal use. The loot was
loaded on the vans and the horde melted into the
breaking dawn very coolly.

It didn't happen in dreams. The villagers were
80 lerrorised Lhat it was most dillicult to per-
suade anyone of them to lodge a case with the
police. To crown it all, when parting they raised
slogans glorifying some revolutionary communist
party, adding an element of weirdness to what
was already a mindlessly cruel act of dacoity.

This 'story came out in the national press on
Monday. We have now to draw our own conclu-
sions and learn our morals from the reports of
this incredible episode. Almost all of our 70 thou-
sand and odd villages are unsecured against at-
lacks by such looting hordes. Any sizeable group
can raid almost any village — unchallenged. Only
one t prevents from all of our villages being
subj to the fate of Joradaha. The social fac-
lor — not law and order or the penal code. It is
the erosion of that factor that is making all of our
rural life vulnerable to such violations. R

How strikingly did the gang illustrale the ironic
fact that such social depredations can be justified
by politicising the label. Worst crimes, crimes
such as cannot be atoned for by punishing a whole
generation of a people have passed with perfect
impunity in this very land of Islam's peace and

s love and Buddha's universal amity..

We do not mean (o propose strengthening of
policing and such weapons of coercing people
into Bul we shall keep pressing for the
punishment of all of this 150-strong horde. We
lose sight of the more iImportant job of mak-
the villages and the rivers and our dear Bay

through a social awakening only at our

degenerating into a non-society.
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HE PFilipinos on May

1992, will again
their
consuitutional right of suffrag.
to choose Lhe next 'resident
of the Republic, Members of

| the C and oMctals of
the government bodies.
The eclections of 1902 will

thercby give the "hilippine po-
litical sysiem a mulu-party

sysiem as provided In the
counirys new conslitulion
which was adopled on

2, 1987 following is

l -ppmvu: by 21,764,777 voles

oul of 25,020,829 registcred
voters in Lhe national
plebiscite.

Strawwgically localed along
the soulhcast rim of Asta, the
Philippine archipclago cm-
braces over 7,000 islands,
stretching in a north-south di-
reclion over 1000 miles.
The lants predonunantly
of Malay stock are largely (85
per ccnl) Roman Calholic,
although a politically signifi-
cant Muslim minority (10 per
cenl) is concentrated in Lhe
south.

_ Claimed for Spain by
Ferdinand Magcllan in 1521
and ruled by that country until
occupicd by the Uniled Stales
during Lhe Spanish-Amcrican
War ol 1898, Lthe hillppincs
became a sell ‘ming com-
monwcallh under US tulclage
in 1935 and was accorded [ull
independence on July 4, 1946,

In the Philippines Loday,
almost 19 years afler the col-
lapse of Philippine democracy
and barcly six months before
the ¢end of Mrs Corazon
Aquino’'s administralion, the
political playcrs, traditional
and emorging, are slarting Lo
mobilizc, cstablishing their
own political machinerics o
capture the much coveled
public officc and highest posi-
tion—Lhe presidency.,
Simultancously the cleclorate
is conlfronted with a big and
highly controversial question —

who is the best qualificd pres
ident?

The Philippine political
area is divided inle two main
political camps: the ruling
coalition and the opposition.
The former consisis of those
who are presently occupying
positions In the country and
arc activw participants in gov-
ernance. On Lthe other hand
the opposition is composcd of
those whe act as liscalizers of
the existing administration lor
varied rcasons, whether for
thetr own or for the public in-
lerest.

In Philippines there are dif-
ferent political partics with
varied lcanings. Of these the
major visible political partics
vying o become the ruling
party beyond 1992 arc as

WS

Aspirant Parties

Nacionalista Party (NI’ is
the oldest political party from
which Lhe Liberals withdraw in
1946. It responscs and  de
fends as its creed the national -
isl ideology of Lhe conter, an
deology that is commitied 1o
peacciul rather than vielemt
change, cvolullonary rather
than. The prescent revolution
ary, Vice President Salvador
Laurel and Minerity Floer
leader Scnator Juan Ponce
Enrilc arc lighting for prost
dential nomination from this
party. There 1s a close [light
between the two prestdential
aspirants considcring their
cqual popularity within the
[Marty.

Liberal Party (LI?) was or-
ganiscd in 1946 by a group ol
cenlrist Nacionalista dissi-
dents. The party s led by
Scnalor Jorilo Salonga who 1Is
also an aspirant lor the post ol
President. LIYs political phi
losophy 1s based on beliel in
progress, the esscential good
ncss ol man, his desire lor
frcedom, and his capabilhity ol
excroising rational choie

Laban Ng Demokratikong

by Feroz M Hassan

Filipine (LDF) in this LDP,
again there are (wo
residential aspiranis—
:miﬂ‘ Milra Defense
Sce Fidel Ramos. It is
still unknown who will got the
blessing of president Corazon
Aquino whosc influence on the
LDP is immoense as the party
was born out of political
cxpediency o co-ordinale
cflorts of vartous pelitical

rics or coalitions support-
ng the Presidency (Corazon

Aguino).

Partido Ng Masang Filipino
(PMP’)., Senator Eslreda
formed this party aller

resigning from Liberal Party on
the issue of disagrecment in
party policies and (he manner
by which the LP sclecled their
sltandard bcecarcrs in the
national convention. Scnalor
Joscph Estroda whe is
extremely r:pul-r among Lhe
working class was a well
known movie star before he
joined politics. Ilis spbticss
rccord as a Mayor of (he
SanJuan municipally proved
that he¢ has the making of a
good public scrvant. lle is
vying for the nomination of the
::L:Jr being a Presidential
le also.

People’'s Reform . Party
(MR1M ts akin to the People s
Aclilon Parly [(PAI") of
Singapore. This parly was
kwunched by movers which was
founded by Mirtan Defensor
Santiago. The movers startod
as a nalienwide cillzen's
movement Jor good govern-
mentl founded on Lthe basi
principle that "for evil 1o rt-
umph. it is suflicicnt that good
men shall do nothing.”™ The
I"KI" standard bearcer [r Mirtan
Delensor Santiago who
promiscs to climinale grall
and corruption is also a candi-
date for the Presidontial race.

PDP-Laban: The PLAU-Laban
stands for partido Demwokaiiko

Filipino Lakas Ng DBayan, is a
people oriented, mass-bascd
and ideologically -centered
political party. Its lcader
Scnatlor Agquilino Mmenlal is a
presidential aspirant. Senator
Mmental swod during the
dark ycars of the dictatorship
as a nationalist advances the
causte of [reedom and genuine
cmpowerment of the people.

By the end of Decemiber all
the parties will finalise their
presidential nominces for Lhe
1992 clection generally by
holding the national conven-
tlon. After the ascendancy of
Prosident Corazon Agquino inlo
power through the “people s
powcer revolution™ [EDSA) one
can find increase in the nmwm-
ber of political partics accom-
panied by the increasce In the
number of “cligiblke™ presiden-
tal candidaics. Most of these
candidates [presidentiables)
have alrcady crcaled a nanw in
Lthe political scenc.

Issues

The coming clection will be
dominated by issucs of poverty,
land-rcform, uncemployment,
corruption and graft. The vari-
ous partics and Lheir lcaders
are already focusing on such
issues which can benefit the
large majorily of the la -
tion. President Aquino al-
rcady taken up many such
sicps o cradicalc poverty and
distribute land to land-lcss
prople.

Massive grinding povcrty
cxist in the Filipino socicty.
Graltl and corruplion Is ram-
pant in the government and
the socicty. The hurdles 10 a
free, fatr and mcand ] clec-
tlons can arc the problems of
moncy powcer, lerrorism and
possibilities of [raud. With
Imelda back to Philippines,
the moncy powcer inflluencing
the clecloral results is visible,
All knows tha! vice-president

Laurcl went o the air port o
reccive lmclda. As one

Ist told me coming k of
limwida has addod spice 10 the
both.

Today, the Philippines s
[acing many scrious and grave
cconomic predicaments.
Statistics show Lhal out of 60
millon Filipinos, 40 million
arc poor and oul of that 20
milllon poor. 16 million are
confirmed as boing “very poor.’

In 1988, the country's for-
cign debt was USS 26.3 billion
and today the lurcign deblt is
aboul USS 30 billion. Mrs
Aguino's govecrnment had o
borrow more and more in
order W makce payments on
the previous loans, thus in turn
has incurrced higher and
higher intercst burdens. The
forcign debt will be have to be
addressed by the incoming
government more cfficiently
whilc arrange for cmployment,
give food and shelicr 0 mil-
Hons of people.

Namfrel

In Lthe upcoming election
the cilizens organisation

"NAMFREL" is going 1o do the
parallc]l vote counting under
the auspices of a newly forimed
Media Group, which will pro
vide the funds. Namlrcl with
Makall [Busincss Club has al-
ready launched a natlonwide
civic education programme lo
literate the volers aboul the
senators / congressman's per-
formance during 1986- 109 as
public officials. The Catholic
Parish through iis parish
councils has also started vot-
ers cducalion programme (o
make the clection meaningful.
All these activitics has  boen

officially rccognised by
Commission of Election
([COMELEC).

When W mel Lthe

COMELEC officials it was gath-
ered that thecy will require
510,000 clection ollicial for
the 170,000 polling silcs.

teachers available fIfrom
Ministry of Educauon rest have
o be recruited

T
;
i

overnmeni in
rec/fair, honcst clection the
President welcomed the in-
ternalional clecitton monitor-

Since [Presidenl Aguine
took office in 1988, (he
Philippines has cxperienced a
continuous, 1 al limcs
-h.kr, transition lo M,
The irue iest will be now
whether, afier having clearly
repudiated the country's re-
pressive pasi, Filipinos can
now conducl credible and

natjonal clections and
emerge [rom that process with
a sirong, democratically
clected government ippoed
to address the nyrﬂ‘pmh‘

lems facing the country.

Mr Ferox M |lassan re
cently vis@ted Philippines as a
member of National
Democratic Institules’ delega-
tion o assess the sl
uation in the Philippines and
the governmeni's preparalion
Jor holding the ensuing

They will have about 300,000 elections.

The Tangle in the Caucasus that Confronts Yeltsin

Charles Quist Adade writes from St Petersburg

HEN the tiny Chec-

heno-Ingush Auton-

omous Republic on
the northern slopes of the
Caucasian mountains decided
to break away from the Russian
Federation., President Boris
Yeltsin was in a fix.

As a man still transforming
himself from life-long commu-
nist to full-blown democrat he
had conflicting instincts,

His communist past told
him he should apply férce to
ensure national unity and
peace. His new democratic
instincts ar for letting the
chickens go. After all, barely a
year earlier he had told the
100 ethnic minorities in the
Russian Federation that they
could take as much freedom as
they wanted.

That was when he was
locked in battle with President
Mikhail Gorbachev and trying
to prove he was the more
democratic of the two by sign-
ing bilateral agreements with
the Baltic states, then fighting
for their independence.

At first Yeltsin deployed
troops to guell the Checheni
independence bid. removed
from power the region's
newly-elected leader —
General Jokhar Dadeyev, a 47-
year-old airforce pilot — and
introduced direct presidential
rule. Then the Russian parlia-
ment voted st his decree
and he rescinded a decision to
declare a state of emergency.

Yeltsin justified this about-
face by saying he had been
misinformed by his man in
Grozny, the capital, as to the
real state of rs there. In
fact, according to the Soviet
press, events unfolded this

In September a provisional

address.

Inhuman

Sir, Further to my letter,
"Democratic violence”, which
you printed in your issue of 8th
December and which reflected
my anger, | am writing today
in an even mofe state,

I had mentio my earlier

| letter of my organization's

work with and support to or-
ganizations working with dis-
abled persons. 1 have on 11th
December heard of an ap-
whjcpd“nh. lm;ldell:.“ of violence
took p against a
physically disabled person on
8th December.
Mr Md Deen Islam, who is a

field worker at the Chandpur

branch of Proti-
bondhi Kallayan Somit
(BPKS), and who uses a hnnz
operated tricycle to move
;:und with, arrived on
morning of Sth December
launch at It was
L owpet iimactl aB the wy
the way to
ﬂ!% head office in Uttara,
80 he hired an open 3-wheeled

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. |
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

The huge vote for independence in the Ukraine puts another question mark against the fi-
nal political shape of the vast area once known as the Soviet Union. The shape of Russia is
also still in question. What has happened in one of its tiny republics, Checheno-Ingush, is

Just one example of many complicated ethnic situations now arising from the political fer-

higher council of Chechen-
Ingush was chosen to prepare
for clections. A few weeks later
the executive council of a body
known as the Natiuvnal Con-
gress of the Chechen People
almost usurped the provisipnal
council by taking over these
preparations.

On October 27 Dadayev was
elected president. Russian-
speaking and other minority

ment created by Gorbachev's glasnost.

armed soldiers.

The Russian parliament,
which had already refused to
recugnise the Chechen Con-
gress executive, declared the
elections null and void, and
illegal.

Russia refused to recognise
Dadayev and Yeltsin appointed
the local KGB chief to take
over as governor. This dual
power led to clashes between

1850s: Afer 70 years of fighting
Russia conquers Chechen
and Ingush peoples

1918: Each set up National Soviet

1822-24: Each an Autonomous

Region

Two become Autonomous

Republic

1944:  Repubilic dissoived

1857: Reconstituted

1936

Russians.

In decreeing a state of
emergency Yeltsin argued that
destabilisation could disturb
the radical economic reforms
he had just announced for
Russia. But it is believed he
wanted to nip any Chechen
revolution in the bud because
he feared a snowball effect on
Russia's 99 other autonomous
republics and nationalities.

port of Islamic fundamental-
ism from neighbouring Muslim
statcs. The reality of this
threat was seen when support
for Dadayev came from Muslim
republics in the region and
from fundamentalists in Tur-
key and Afghanistan.

King Hussein of Jordan sent
an envoy to discuss aid needs
with Dadayev, who was sworn
into office on the Koranic oath.

Another source of concern
for the Russians is what has
been called the unholy allfance
between Zviad Gamsakhurdia.
President of Georgia. and
Dadayev. Russian democrats
accused Gamsakhurdia of dic-
tatorial rule and repression of
the opposition.

They have attacked him for
genocide in Southern Osetia
where ethnic minorities are
fighting a liberation war
against Georgia.

Yeltsin says he is now ready
for political dialogue with
Ghecheno-Ingush. Dadayev says
he will talk only after Yeltsin
has recognised Chechen inde-
pendence.

To the Chechen and Ingush
people Russia has remained a
constant threat to their very
existence. Since an incident in
1971 when a leader named

Sheikh Mansur was arrested -

and exiled by Russian soldiers
the two peoples have believed

that no matter what is the
regime in Moscow they are in
danger of total assimilation,
dispersal, deportation and

Their fears are justified.
Thirty years of war in the
Caucasus with the Russians led
to destitution and dectmation
of the population. They cannot
forget the war with the White
Guards in the wake of the
October Socialist Reveolution
and Stalin's genocide and de-
portations. ' -

Land seized from the
Ingush in Osetia has still not
been returmed to them. Nor
have areas captured from the
Chechens in Dagestan. -

Rising Russian nationalism
after the August abortive coup
in Moscow has also raised fear
among the mountain peouples
of the Northern Caucasus that
a ncw Russian empire is in the *
making. '

This has led to the forma-
tion of a Caucasus Confe-
deration to provide a “defe-
nsive umbrella” for the ethaic
minorities in Checheneo-
Ingush, Dagestan, Osetia, Kara-
kchayevo-Balakria, Kabarda,
Abkhasia and Aldygia.

The new confederation,
headed by Yuri Shanibov, is
secn not only as a shield
against Russian hegemony in
the Northem Caucasus but also
as a defence against Georgian
expansionism in the area.

A Lebanon seems to be tak-
ing shape in the Northern
Caucasus. And this should
worry Gorbachev as well as
Yeltsin. — GEMINI NEWS

CHARLES QUEST ADADE is
a Ghanaian journalist currently
stuclying for a doctorate in St.
Peicrsburg.

ethnic groups complained they  the majority — the 1.2 million Also, there was a fear that
had bcen scared to votc be- Chechens — and sections of Checheno-Ingush could be-
causc of the heavy presence of  the Ingush people and ethnie  come a bridgehead for the im-
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van and sat on his tricycle 6n
top of the van. When the van
passed through Gulistan it was
stopped by 6 or 7 young men
who asked Deen Islam why he
was breaking the hartal. He
::rhined why he needed the

p of the van as he was un-
able to walk and that he
worked for the only sell-help
organization of the disabled
persons in Bangladesh. The

young men armed with hockey '

sticks did not listen to his re-
quest-to allow him to proceed
and set about his wheelchair
with their sticks. The wheels
were and the air was
let out of the tyres. It is luck

that Deen Islam escaped injury

to his person, but then,
the wheels of Deen
Islam's tricycle was just the
same as cutting off both his
legs. The attackers, by the way,
did not damage the van or
attack the van driver.

It seems that parents,
teachers, community leaders,
and all other figures of author-

ity need to get involved in a

very serious education pro-
gramme, so that incidents
such as this never happen
again.

There is great deal of igno-
rance regarding persons with
disabilities and in many coun-
tries, not only in Bangladesh,
disabled persons are laughed
at and ridiculed and regarded
as sub-normal. It is high time
that people realise that per-
sons with disabilities are just
the same as you and [, but
some of their physical or
mental abilities may have been
damaged in some way during
their life. All they need from
the young people with their
hockey sticks 1s understanding
not savage violence.

Julian Francis
CUSO Director South Asia,
Dhade

A slum

Sir, The sun was bcaling
down on the slum — a dirty
slum in the vast Dhaka city. A
dirty littlc hut came into view
as | walked on. The lttle hut
was covered with filthy looking
sags. | went inside. The ¢n-
trance was so low Lthat | had to
bend both my head and back.
As | entered, my nosc caught a
whill of sweal and mud. It was
quite dark, but for the [aint

glimmer ol a hurricane. Two
young children were sleeping
on the ground. They were
sweating profuscly. There was
no provision for ventilation.
The air was hot. | looked at Lhe
poor kids lying in thc unhy-
gienic and unhealthy atmo-
sphere, unconcerned and just
uncared. Their mother was oul
somewhere, working.

My heart cried for the poor,
unfortunate children crushed
by the miscries of poverty and
the cold rcality of life. Why
should they not enjoy their
childhood ? Why should they
suffer so much ? 1 could not
think. My mind was swinging. |
had no answer. [3ut | think the
socicty must have onc.

Mahruba Sameen
Dihaka

Lalmatia streets

Sir, Most of Lthe sitrecets of
Lalm#lia have developed
cracks and pot holes and be-
come dangerous for both the
pedestrians and vehicles.

Although | don't live in
Lalmatia, 1 go there atl least
twice a weck o take my
classcs. Specially al the lanes
around "Arong” Lhe rickshaw
pullers and the passcngers us
well, have 1o expericnee a ot

of diflicultivs not for any of
their faults. When it rains the
strects become submerged,
people can’t even see Lhe bro-
ken parts and run a grealer
risk ol aveidable accidents.
The same is the condition al
night when poor light limits
vision.

Therefore on behalf of the
pecople of Lalmatia | request
the concerned authoritics to
kindly arrange for repair ol the
thoroughflarcs before somcone
is fatally hurt.

H. M. Axiz
BUET, Dhaka

Personnel
management

Sir, Ma 'ment is the art
of managing, controlling, di-
recting cic Personnel Manage-
ment or prescntly called
Human Resource Management
deals with the cntire system of
personncl administration. In
an organization, personncl or
stafll members, lop o bottom,
are the key clements for
realizing the organizational
goals. llence, proper manage-
ment of personnel is a must
for smooth and productive
operation ol any organization.

In the advanced countrics
including Europe, America and

Japan, the discipline of per-
sonnel management has devel-
oped tremendously. [Hut in
Bangladesh, personnel man-
agement is yel Lo make its
proper place in various organi-
zations, The Institute of
Personncl Management, Ban-
gladesh situated at  Moha-
mmadpur, Dhaka with its few
regional branches has been
rendering uscful services
toward the growth and dewel-
opment of personnel manage-
ment sysiem in our vountry,
Many organizations have
start receiving benelits

. after setling up personnel

managemenl division/depart-
ment. The Institute * of

Personnel Management (IPM)
is engaged in producing high
calibre pcrsonnel managers
and olher management
specialists and is afliliated with
certain international institutes
of personncl management in-
cluding the American one,

In my opinion, various or-
ganizations including Lthose of
the government may, with the
help of IPM, arrange truining
in personncl management  for
their officers and employces,
This would benefit the publie

they scrve.

M Zahidul | lague

Assistant Professor
Bangladesh Agriculiural
Institute,

Dhaka.



