Come 1o CHITTAGONG Come fo

[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you fto fry our Beautifully

prepared and Beoutifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in ih- cosy
a'mosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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DHAKA WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 18, 1991

People from all walks of life placing wreaths at the National Memorial (left) and Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
inaugurating a children's rally by releasing a replica of a pigeon at Dhaka Stadium on the Victory Day Monday.-Star photo

Festivity marks 20th anniversary of Victory Day

nation Monday cele-
the 20th anniversary of
‘Hmry Day in a festive

7 L
b5
ek

day began with a 31-
gun salute. Then all roads led
to the National Memorial at
Savar where people placed

wreaths honouring the mar-
tyrs of the independence.
The President and the

Prime Minister placed wreaths
at the National Memorial soon
after the day dawned.
Processions, rallics, sym-
posiums and cultural shows

fonal ﬂlg was
hotsted ll.-p all  government
hu . houscs and
other s In the moming.

I'pchl praycrs at places of

Eillllj[§§y1tea

BANGKOK, Dec -
Burma’'s detained Nobel I'Lnu.
Prize winncr, Aung San Suu
Kyl., has been cxpelied from
her parly. the National League
for Democracy, the official
Radio Rangoon reporied in a
dispaich monitored here, re-
ports AFY.

Quoting a stalement signed

NLD chairman Aung Shwe,

radio said Suu Kyi had

been stripped of her party
membership o “dispel misun-
derstandings betwoeen the
NLD and the :, and be-
tween the N and the gov-
ernanwnl’.

It added (hat since Lthe for-
cign mwedia continued o refor
o her as leader of the NLD the
junta assumed that she was
“indircectly receiving support
from an organisation from a
foreign country.” it did not
claborate.

The radio also claimed thal
Aung San Suu Kyl had been in
conlaclt with insurgents bul
did not say when the supposcd
contacts had taken place.

“In order t0 continue to

By Staff Correspondent

worship for the progress of
the country were also offerod.
Diffcrent political amnd so

Cro-cultural organisations ‘n

Dhaka city arranged claborate
ammes in celebration of
the day.

A reeeplion was hosted by
Presidenlt Abdur Rahman
Biswas at Hangabhaban in the
afternoon.

A children's and juvenile
rally was held® at the Dhaka
Stadium in the morning. Young
boys and girls from about
cighty educational institutions
and organisalions L in
the parade and phyilcarualn.
Prime Minisler Begum Khaloeda
Zia atiended Lthe rally as the
chicl guest and ook the salute.
Army, Navy, Air Force and BDR
playcd hands al different city
centres on the day. :

A large number of people
including women and chil-
dren thronged  at the Central

Shah¢ed Minar, Doye!l Square
and Lhe Dhaka University arca
where cultural functions and
‘handigrafl air wert aremogoe!
by diffcrent organisations.

Cily stregts were colourfully
decorated with Nags, banners
and [cstoons. Major public and
privaic buildings were brightly
illuminated in the evening.

Bangladesh Navy ships re-
mained open for the members
ol the public from 2 pm lo 5
pm on the day at Dhaka Sadar
Ghat, Narayangonj BIWTA
Ghal, Barisal BIWTA Ghat,
Khulna, Mongla and Chitlagong
on Lhe occasion of the Victory
Deny.

A sct ol commemoralive
onc-laka silver coins minted
was issucd Monday to mark

Radio and television put up
special programmes
newspapers brought out spe-
clal supplements highlighting

while

Pledge to protect democracy

the significance ol the day.
Lenders of various political,
cultural and social organisa-

. Lw m EﬁiHMHm

since carly morning o place
wrealhs at the altar of the
"Jatlya Smriti Shaudha”, 25
kilometers north of the capital.

Trallic movements slowed
down hall a mile up from Lhe
memorial where hundreds of
cars, buses and trucks wore
parked.

Enthusiastic activists of dil
ferent political organisations
carrying banners and festoons
paraded the ramps of the
Smriti Shaudha and chanled .
full-thorated  slogans. Cultural
organisations also performed
streel corner plays and musi-
cal soirce al the premises,

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas placed wrealhs at the
altar at about 6-35 in the

See Page 12 Col. 3
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pursuc Ihu. noble nalional
cause, the NLD central excou-
live commilice al its mecling
on December 11 @A res-
olution and has rcmoved Aung
San Suu Kyl as a member ol
the NLI, " Radio Rangoon said.

Since the NLD swepl the
clections last ycar the
junia has refusced 0 hand over
power, insicad carrying oul a
serics of purges on the partly
which have decimated Lhe
lcadership.

Out of the original 12-
sirong commillee only three
members remain, the rest
having been arresied or gome
into hiding.

Aung Shwe, who took over
as party chairman earlicr Lhis
year, is repariedly under closc
survcillanee from milftary in-
ielligenee and sources inside
Burma rcport grave doubls
over his freedom (o make de-
cisions.

Expulsion at gunpoint

Mcanwhilc, Durma’s jungle-
bascd opposition claimed to-
day that Hﬂl"loﬂl rulh;junil

forced the country’'s main pro-
democracy parly to expel Suu
Kyl al gunpoint.

In a stalcment issued here,
Burma’s parallel government,
which was sct up last year in
the jungle near the Durmwse
border with Thatland, added
that her expulsion from the
National League for Demoeracy
(NLD) was part of a policy by
the military Lo “break the op
posilion.”

*We belicve the acting lead-
ership of the NLD are faced
with a crisis, and are threat-
encd at Gunpoint by the mili-
tary regime,” sald the state-
menl of the Nalienal Coalition
Governnent of the Unjon of
Burmea (INCGUILS).

"We ... slrongly doenounce
and decry” Aung San Suu Kyl's
rermoval from the NLD, the
statcrment saild.

The NCGUB is formed of
NLD politicians who [fled
Rangoon last ycar o form a
parallcl government aller the
military intensified s re-
pression against  the pro
du.nmrm'y movement

UN meet on
environment :
Dhaka planning
strategy

By Mostafa Kamal

Majumder
An initiative to irm up the
Bangladesh strategy for the
United Nations Conlference on
Environment and Development

(UNCED) is being taken by the

Ministry of Environment and

Forests very soon. :
Reliable sources say the

Ministry of Environment will

consult other ministries, rep-
resentatives of 'non-govern-

mental organizations [(NGOs)

and experts to finalise the
sirate

Ie, er. appears that
thl.' mlnlllr}r is yet to be aware

nﬁ:rdl of the fourth and
I’Inll NCED preparatory
meeting to be held In New

York in March. Nor has ft been
invited by the United Nations

Environment Programme
(UNEP) to send a representa-
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| Sale of smuggled
cigarettes goes
unabeted

By S Y Bakht

Forvign brand cigaretles arc
perhaps the single most widcly
available smuggled item in Lthe
country, markel sources said.

From department stores Lo
small cigarettc stalls, foreign
cigarcilcs are openly displayced
and freely sold in almost cvery
part of the country.

Despite a ban imposed
since 1983, according lo ci-
garetic industry estimales,
about 80 0 90 million sticks of
foreign .cigarciles arc smug-
gled into the country every
month. The cigarelies primar-
ily originating from Singapore
enter the country through the
port city of Chitlagong.

Markcl sources also pointed
out that the main rvason for
the popularity of foreign
brands are Lheir quality,
which s considered o be bet-
ter than comparablc local
brands. Many smokcers also at-
tach a greal deal of prestige or
a sense of status in their con-
sumption of forvign cigarcities,
they added.

Local cimrtlu: manulactur-
ers complain that they are un-
able to compete with the for-
cign brands as they have 1o
a_high ratc of excise duly while
smuggled cigarcites come in

"tax-free’.

Cigarciic manufacturing is
an important indu in the
country as il is onc ol the sin-
gle biggest cxcise-lax payer Lo
the governmenl exchequer.
About 7000 pcople arc em-
ployed in the 25 units ral-
ing in the country producing
about 14 billion sticks of ci-
garetlles per ycar. DBesides,
thousands of farml:ru grow Lo-
bacco as a cash crop.

The Bangladesh Tobacco
Company (BTC), the largest
manulacturcr in the country,
recently shut down its lonce

factory in Chitlagong in thc
[ace of what it called continu-
ing losscs.

The BTC said the closure of
the factory which retrenched
963 employecs was nccessi-
tated by a ‘drastic fall' in salcs
due to a high excise duty on
the item and the wide
availability of cheaper
smuggled cigarciles.

Annual salcs of the company
plummeted by aboul 30 per
cent in fiscal 1990-91 com-
pared (o the previous ycar.
Monthly sales I:'-I' 930 million
sticks in July '89 slumped o
about 600 million sticks in

See Page 12 Col. 7
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New health, drug
policies soon : PM

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia yesterday said the
government would soon an-
nounce new health and drug
policies aiming al ensuring

been made in medical scicnee
in the developed world.
About |8 surgceons [rom

" abroad and more Lhan 300

from DBangladesh arc partici-

P, um o Wﬁ*‘“

proposal for establishing a

rgh -based medical uni-

versily is also under active

consjderation of her govern-
ment, she added.

The Prime Ministcr was
speaking atl the inaugural scs-
sion of the three-day 3rd
International Scientific Con-
ference of the Sociclty ol
Surgeons of Bangladesh (SOSI3)
at a local hotel.

The government has also
undertaken programmes Lo scl
up scparale institutes for com-
plicalcd discascs, likc kidncy
allmenis, she said.

Begum Zia cxpressed her
dismay that people of the third
world countries like Dang-
ladesh were yet o benefit from
whlh.w:r vanccmenl  has

r_la:nllh Ministcr Chowdhury
‘Kamal Ibnc Yusul was spccial
guest al the function which
was allended, among olhers,
by members ol the cabinct,

~ state ministers, depuly minis-

ters and scnior officials.
*Despile respurce con-
straints, we have to cnrich
medical rescarch by proper
utilisation of available [acili-
th'lﬂ Iﬂ.‘-‘l.l.lll Zia said.
Referring to Lhe strong
public opinion crealed in de-
veloped counirics against
ted and incurable dis-
eases like AIDS, she said op-
rtunities for new rescarch
will also be created.
The Prime Minidster

See Page 12 Col. 6
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| Govt-workers talks
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By Nurul Kabir

A deadlock marked ycesier
day’'s negoliations belween the
government and workers.

Talks began last weck as
different trade unfon bodics
threatened to go on work
stoppage beginning December
22.

The mecting between the
Labour and Minister
Abdul Mannan Bhuyan and the
leaders of Sramik Karmachar
Otkkya Parishad (SKOI" cnded
ycsierday with one parly re-
questing the other o review
its stance, said recliable
SOUTces.

The SKOP has been press:
ing for the implementation of
its 5-point demand.

SKOP, carlicr, announced a
48-hour country-wide work

stoppage beginning [from
December 22

At m:m table, it is
reliably learnt, government

showced strong relucltance in
accepling major SKOP de-
mands that includes govern-
ment's commitment in wriling
that it would nol privalisc

scctor industrics, fixing
up of minimum wage for the
Indullnul workers of both the

and public sectors al
Taka 14 humln:d and rcpeal of
certain clausc of the labour law
which thcy say against Lthe
workers interests.

The labour leaders were
bent on flinalising all these is-
sues in  bilatcral meeling
between them and Lthe gov-
ernment, while rmmcnl

«d o take up these is-
sues at diffcrent ‘relevant’ fo-
rums.

On the other hand, talks be-
tween the government and the
leaders of the workers of jule
and textile scctors yesierday

See Page 12 Col. 6

UN repeals resolution equating Zionism with racism

UNITED NATIONS, Dec

mincd ils crodibilivy. .
"Now, aflcr 16 ycars, this
disgrace has bceen removed
from the United Natlons,
thanks o an cffort coordinated
by a wide number of countries
and headed by Lhe Unified
Statcs,” said Prine Minisier
Yitzhak Shamirs office.
Zionism s the ideology of
reconsiituling the Jewish na-
ton in s biblical homcland,
and lsracl has used the 19756
resolution 1o back its claim
that the United Nations is bi-

ascd the Jewish stale
and as a peaccnukor.
Benjamin . Netanyahw,

spokesman for lsracls delega-

ton o the Middic Easl peace
talks in Washinglon, said lsracl
viewed the votes of Arab slales

Jas & sign of their willingness o

make peacc.
It is impossible o fully
support peace with lsracl and
oppose rescinding this resolu-
tion,” Netanyahu had 1ol
Isracl radio from Washinglon,
scene of an onguing round of
Middie East poace Lalks. :
Ceneral Asscmbly resolu-
tlons arc not lcgally binding,
like Securtty Council deel
sions, bul carry moral ¢
as Lthe expression of the of
the International community.
The 19786 resolution,

He
Un Naltions had “removed a
shameful blot upen s
name” by voling o rescl

passcd al Lhe urging “of the
Arab slales backed by the
Sovict bloe, reinforced long:
standing lsracl opintons that
the Unfted Nations was blascd
against il. Passage of the reso-
lution had decpened the con-
lempt of many Israchis for, UN
resolutions calling on Isracl to
relinguish lerrtory occupicd
in the 1967 Middie East War.
Israch President Chaim
sadd Tuesday that the

the

1975 Gencral reso-

lution cquating Zionlsm with
racism).

Faisal HHusseind, a
Palestinian leader, sald re-
scinding the resolution “is
complctely missing the "
since Il does nol ress
Isracl's treatment of
Wunirrmm

"lerach
Palestinian mpll lnd
fisracls) denial of their na-
tional rights, foremost that of
scll detcrmination, is ractst in
essence,” Husscini said in a
writlen statenunt.

The m louse has ap-
plauded repeal the United
Nations of s | mm
cgua Zwoninm raciam,
uylr::‘thl move cnhanced

both UN credibility and the

prospecis for a Mideast poace.
President Bush received a

phone call from lsrach Prime |

Minister Yilzhak Shamir.
Shamir thanked Bush for his
role in the repeal.
He said that "
Zioniam with the inlelerable
sin of ractam Is to twist history
and forget the (errible
of Jews In World War I
White House press secre-
tary Marlid Fllswaler sald in a
statement that Bush was
ﬂl'lllM that his call for re-
pual has now reccived Lhe

Imhﬂ.h‘uumnﬂl‘h-

The finest Ice cream ﬂ-au ltaly

Soviet embassy
closing down
press section

Star Report

The Soviet Embassy in
Dhaka is closing down ils
press section this month as
part of trimming the mis-
sfon’s funclions in ‘sh
following the ncar disinlegra-
tion of the once mighly su-
perpower.

Aboul 22 Sovict stall at the
Press Information Department
arc alrcady sct for returning

“home¢ by December 30, a

source al the Embassy said on
Tuesday.

Opcraling in Dhaka sinec
the Pakistan days the Seviet
Press Information Department
cxpanded to a 30-stall office
aller Bangladesh's indepen-
dence in 1971. In recent
months, the department edl
ils stall down (0 22 because
of luck of funds.

The press department also
was not getling function o
perform Folhﬂ'll':qﬂt political
transformation in Lhe Sovict
Union that has swept away
‘communism and is now about
lo send the supcrpower into
history. :

The press dcpartment fs
the sccond office of the Soviet
Embassy aller TASS (o the
shut down in Dhaka.

The source said the Soviet
Cultural Department, whose
large “opcration in Dhaka
muttch the cultural wing of the

See Page 12 Col. 1

SAARC summit :
PM leaves for
Colombo Friday

'rime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia leaves here on
Friday for Colombo te lcad the
country’'s delegation to the 6th
SAARC summil scheduled o
be held there on Salurdlr

'ﬁznm Y,
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yesterday sadd Zim will
allend the SAA summil al
the invitation: of President

Ranasinghe Premadasa of Sri
Lanka,

Of her entourage, Forcign
Minister ASM Mostafizur Rah+
man, Foreign Secrctary Reaz

See Page 12 Col. 1

Gunshots on DU

campus as BCL
leader held

By DU Correspondent

Scveral rounds of gunshols
were fired on the Dhaka
University campus Tuesday
night following the arrest nl'
Mosharral llossain Raja ,
Chhatru Leaguc (S-A) h-dﬂ
onc of the accused in Mirza
Galtb and Liton murder casc.

A former general seerclary
of Jahurul Hauqe 1lall Students
Union, Mosharral |lossain Raja
was nabboed by a special squad
of the Deiective Branch of
DMP at about 830 pm from
the Mymensingh Road -near

Shahbagh in the
lle was wan in a case
IndgwdbyDUCSUEBM

Kabir Khokon on the killing of
Mirza Galib and Liton, workcrs

See Page 12 Col. 2
Bank loans : No

extension of
repayment time

The overall loan recovery si-
tuation of banks and financial
institutions were reviewed al & |
high level mecting yesterday
with Stale Minister for Finance
Majibur Rahman in the chair,
rcports UNIL.

The mecting decided not
extend time limit facilities
scheduled till December 31,
19091 for the repayment of
punishment interest as well as
regular intcrest.

Il alse decided to take stern
mecasurcs against those whe
will not be able o repay thelr

oulstanding loan within the
given Ume .
Order on

Shyamoli's
bail today
By Staff Correspondent

The Chicel Met :
.:lul.ruit Tucsday heard the
r of Mary Janet Shyamoli
another prayer secking
Cm s investigation inte the
mysicrious th of Halcr
Mukhter Hossain.
On hearing the prayers, Lhe
CMM said thal the order on
the baill prayer would be given

today (Woednusday).



