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Lt Col Shawkat Ali Says

'We Have Gained Independence
But Not Emancipation’

IEUTENANT Colonel Shawhat Ali is no ordinary man. As a captain in the then Pakistan army, he

was arresied in connection with the so-called Agartala Conspiracy Case in the late 19608 and made its
No 26 defendant (Bangabandhu Sheikh Myjibur Rahman was the No 1 defendant). In 1971, he joined the
War of in the Madaripur sector, and later moved to Sector Two headguartered in the Indian state of

Tripura. He finished the war as a member of General M A G Osmany's staff at Bangladesh Forces
Headguarters. In 1978, he broke away from the Muktijoddha Sangsad and became the founder-convener of a
new freedom-fighter's organisation, the Muktijoddha Sanghati Parishad. In a frank interview given to The
Daily Star Assistant Editor Sabir Mustafa, Lt Col Shawhkat explained his views on a range of issues affecting
freedom-fighters, including the reasons behind the Sanghati Parishad’s formation:
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Bangladesh today and what an
unbroken Pakistan state would
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War of Liberation. In fact. the
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itable business centre L |
the leaders of freedom
fighters®. he continuc
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shares of the common
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numbers of leaders ar:
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Abdul Ahad said tha: B
the sangsad was devided
into two — one was
| elected by the national
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chairman added.

the mass—some belong

This was stated by Abdul Ahad

council of the sangsad on March 5 and 6,

president Hussain Muhammad Ershad. Exc to The Daily Star,
“We—the clected body of the sangsad | \ohfusur Rahman satd
carried out normal activities only or three “Observing the activities o
months until the defeated group (Ershad's | .. oo governments ir
| ondmw:mdﬂ:ml the last twenty years. the
ing party by police. forced | focdom fighters are frus
them 0 leave the sangsad’s central office trated now —they no mor
said the chairman. want rehabflitation of the
Ahad sald. “'We are ashamed that the

About the objectives of the sangsad,
the chairman sald, it was expee
the organization would be an independent
and neutral one. It would applaud any

good decision by any government and at
the same time deplore the misdeed, the

About the present conditions of the
freedom fighters and the martyred free-
dom fighters' families. the chairman said
that those who are alive are living as like

class—some belong to middle class but

of them are in the lower class.

fighters, the chairman |
wided.

The chatrman also said
that his sangsad had
laken a programme to
help those freedom fight-
crs who are living under
the M'H
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Chatrman of |

langladesh Muk-tijoddha

said that the cher-
ished dream of the freedom fighters was
not implemented after fwenty years of
of the country.

Abdul Ahad Chowdhury

freedom Aghters but of the
liberation war ftself.”

The Chatrman sadd tha
the freedom fighters foughy
against the Pakistani foc-
for an deme
cratic and free

. but the free
dom fighters themselve:s
had been humil
fated in many ways during
the last twenty years in
stead.
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actual freedom fighters.
five per cent was not
in an inhuman condition.”

Referring to government serviee
limit of 32 for the freedom

chairman said that
Muktijoddna

. Trust was formed
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“But | invite them
us of work for the
fighters.” said Mahfus.
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government of Ziaur Rahman
was worse then what Pakistan
is. In ways.
If you ask me what the rolke
of freedom-fighters should be,
then this is their role.

Of course, the Sanghati
Parishad will work for the

welfare of [reedom-fighters, of |

martyrs and their families. Any
freedom-fighters' organisation
is obliged to work for that.

But the Sanghati Parishad
puts the greatest emphasis on
the struggle to eénsure equal
rights to all men and women
irrespective of race. religion or
caste. This has not been ful-
filled. To use a phrase of
Bangabandhu's : We have
gained independence, but net
emancipation. We will keep
working for that emancipation.

Whatever we have done
since 1978, we have done it
with the full knowledge and
understanding of the situation,
not to please anyon€, nor out
of hate for anyone.

Jighters? What role should it

play?

SA : Again we come back to
the point of ideals. You see, the
[reedom-fighters have been
defeated. In Bangladesh. On
August 15, 1975, the freedom-
fighters lost. Until we can re-
verse that defeat, rehabilitation
will not be possible.

What is rehabilitation? You
will build houses for them?
Reinstate those who lost jobs?
You will give them bank
to start businesses? | don't
think any of that is feasible.

If we can return them their
victory, remove the ignominy
of their defeat, then their ma-
terial and psychological reha-
bilitation will be possible.

They have been thrown out!
The ground on which they
stood and fought for their ide-
als, their beliefs, their
thoughts, they have been
rooted out of that ground.

| Where are you going to plant

them after uprooting them
from there?

They have lost their ground!
You cannot rehébilitate them
in the air. You have to give

_their ground back. Not you, but

they have to get it back.

But is they don't understand
that, if they don't realise what
they have lost, and just go
around holding grand rallies
without tackling the real is-
sue, then they will just go
around in circles without get-
ting to their real destination.

What will you do? Give them

jobs? the anti-liberation forces

will drive them out. If you can-
not clean-up the whole envi-
ronment, how are you going to
rehabilitate them? That is why
we believe the problem is a
political one.

Yes, a lot can still be done.
Like increasing allowanced for
families of martyrs, of crippled
freedom-fighters; help them
when they face problems at
places of work. Then there is a
need to do some reorganisa-
tion in the freedom-fighters
welfare trust, because that
institution is pe below
potential. So matters of welfare
can be improved with a little
more thought and effort. Then
there is the question jobs. The
children of freedom-fighters,
and of martyrs have now
grown-up, and need to be en-
sured. But it is a matter of at-
titude.

SR

once lobbed a grenade into a Pakistan army bunker.
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YOUNG WARRIOR: Bangabandhu lifts a tiny member of Kader Siddiqui's (right) force, whe '

DS: Since 1972, the
Muktijodha Sangsad had been
the only organisation for free-
dom-fighters. Why did you feel
it necessary to come out of
that and launch the Sanghati
Parishad? What were the ideo-
logical and organisational
causes behind the launching?

SA: The Muktijodha Sanghati
Parishad was set up on August
26, 1978 with myselfl as the
conve.ier.

If we analyse the situation at
the time, we will see that a
great deal of politics used to
be conducted in the name of
freedom-fighters, which was
not correct. The name of
Muktijodha Sangsad used to
be misused to advance or
propagate the interest of cer-
tain individuals.

For instance, it used to be
sald in the name of the
Sangsad that Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
played no role in or made no
contribution towards the inde-
pendence of Bangladesh, and
that General Ziaur Rahman was
the principal hero of the inde-
pendence struggle. These
things started after August
19786.

Following the killing of
ndhu and the change
political leadership of
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