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No Settleent, Says Bhasani
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Nation and Literature : No Longer a Teenager

NTIL terday, 15th

Ih:::mg:. 1991, Ban-

gladesh., our beloved
homeland, could have been
called a teenager. But, today
she turns twenty full- .
As thl: mu.l'ltl'}“. Ba '
becomes mature from today,
we the citizens of Bangladesh
should, from now on try to
become more mature and shun

" the childish attitudes, such as

distorting the history. ;

Speaking of teenage, th
Bengali Literature, il not other
literatures, has a special place
for teenagers in {t's poetry,
songs, short stories etc. The
'shoroshi’ (the sweet-sixteen)
or the 'kishore’ and 'torundal’
(the thirteens-going-on-eigh-
teens) plays a major part in the
Bengali literaturc.

On the contrary, we could
ask what part did the
literature play in the life of this
dear land of ours,

the -l-rlned-lne r? The
nnngrucr rmly should be: "A
lot.”

Though, Walt Whitman said
in his 'Specimen Days', "The
real war will never get in the
books,"” but then again he him-
selfl said in "Democratic
Vistas.” "In the civilization of
today it is undeniable that,
over all the arts literature
dominates, and serves
all.” And it also is undeniable
that, that domination some-
times plays a vital role in iife.

During < our War of
Independence a lot of littera-
teurs all over the globe, ex-
pressed their solidarity. with
us. Some of them even wished

to fight alongside us and lay

down their lives if :
Andre Malraux, the French au-
thor, was the most anxious
among them.

World famous protest singer
and ballad singer Joan Baez put
words to her tune,

"Bangladesh! Bangladesh!

gan, when the British were
about to leave the sub-centi-
nent. ;
That's how we had the in-
fluence of Tagore although he
didn't even live to see the par-
tition in 1947. The influence
comes from the consclousness
in -favour of the proletariat in

Bangla literature.

Tagore's plays
"Muktadhara,” "Rakta Karabi,"
"Tasher Ghar” and others have
voiced their strong "anti-op-
pressive” statements. His novel
'Ghare 's subject was di-
rectly anti-British agitations.

His poem "Bashundhara”, son-
nets ‘Doridra,’ "Atmasamarpan’
and numerous other poems
have Hterally taught the
Bengali nation to love their
motherland and even die for
their homeland.

The most influenctal after
Tagore, obviously, was Kazi
Nazrul Islam, the Rebel Poct.
The language movement of
1962 provided a strong back-
ground for the Bengali nation-
alism in our literature. Which
in turn gave way to the idea of
a separate identity. namely in-
dependence.

Among the poems which
are the spinoffs of that move-
ment "Amor Ekushey" by
Hassan Hafizur Rahman stands
out as a milestone. Many po-
ems including "Asader Shirt"
by Shamsur Rahman also con-
tributed significantly to the re-
alization and visualisation of
our natfonal identity as a
Bengali nation and making us
aware of the necessity to turn
ourselves loose from the bonds
of Pakistan.

Other poems by poets as
Abu Zafar Obaidullah, Alauddin
Al-Azad, Al-Mahmud. Abu Hena
Mustafa Kamal, Md
Moniruzzaman, Shohid Kadri.
Abdul Mannan Syed. Syed
Shamsul Huq and others con-
tributed to the building of our

'Ku
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significant play 'Kabar’, based
on the language movement.
Although it was unwittingly an
adaptationn of Irwin Shaw's
‘Bury the Dead,” 'Kabar' played
a deserving role in the building
of our consclousness.

During the Pakistani regime
allegorizing the underlying
anti-exploitational statements
in any literary work was a
common practice, due to the
censorship. Sikander Abu
Jafar's 'Shakunta Upakkhyan'
was such a play; so was
pokat’ by Munier Chow-
dhury in a simplified way, as it
was a play for the children. A
very significant allcgory play of

this time, was broadcast from
what was then the eastern
section of Radio Pakistan on
the 22nd of April, 1965. It
cven used the word
‘Shoirachar (autocrat) in it It
may be recalled that, we were
in the midst of the Ayubian
dictatorial decade then. That
play was 'Dik Chalar Path’ by
Nurul Momen. a masquerade
play.

Other s laywrights
as Syed P:ill:ﬁn%. Sayeed
Almad, Showkat Osman,
Ashkar Ibne Shaikh, Obaidul
Hugq and others played their
deserving roles in Bangla lit-

erature.

Novelists like Zahir Rathan
wrote ‘Arek Falgun,' based on
the language movement and
'‘Are Katodin' (Let there be
light) which pursued the lib-
erty of humanity. His film
‘Jivan thekay neya' also con-
tributed largely. Other novel-
ists like Showkat Ali, Shahi-
dullah Kaisar, Rahat Khan, Abu
Ishak, Rashid Karim, Razia
Khan and others also contri-
buted significantly to Bangla
literature,

In totality our literature
contributed and laid a major
sense of nationality and lnjeo-
pendence in the mind of the
whole Bengali nation.

" DACCA,
Bangla Desh:

the people of Dacea
Came yesterday

(December 16). They wept
and were delirious with joy.
‘I‘hﬁv pelted Indian troops
with flowers and wrapped
their arms around them ﬁlu:
lost brothers.

Old men danced in the
streets like youngesters, and
everywhere the city rang with
the independence cry of “Jai
Ban la[.v Jai Bangla Jali
Ba ictory to Bengal)".

re was chaos and con-
fusion. And there was blood-
shed.

Diplomatic niceties have

t to be observed, but for the

Dacca, the independent State
of Bangla Desh—once known
as East Pakistan—had
al become a reality.
Defeated in battle,
Pakistani troops, fearful now
F for their lives, streamed into

Liberation day for

ong suffering people of

Victory Dance in Dacca
from Dennis Neeld in |
The Daily Mail, London

detail ol what they had done
to India. -y
Indian para-troops, air

: dmppodnorthnfthﬂqm':

Satur%a:é we.!r_cimythe first to
enter ca. in
with the green, md'::r‘pld
flag of Bangla Desh flying
from their trucks and jeeps.
Bangla Desh guerillas —
the Mukti Bahini — were on
hand to greet them with vol-
leys of shots from their rifles
and sub-machine-guns.
Fnlllct'; . Ew .
tani troops ;
and in the ensuing shoot out,
a Pakistani soldier and an
Indian major were killed.

It was not the only vio-
lence in Dacca. any
Pakistani troops had not
recetved word of the surren-
der and continued to fight. At
the Lakhya River, on the east-
ern approaches. the elite
Indian guards brigade ran

their loxholes.

Misra in a -
rate wvehicle, was .?i:c
Pakistani colonel who had
negotiated his sector’s sur-
render.

Four hundred yards
ahead, as touched the
outskirts of Dacca, a great
crowd surged on to the street
to greet their liberators.

M b l '
by days and nights of bomb-
ing. India’s top brass was
already arriving. Niazi was
there to meet them.

He shook hands with
Eastern Front Commander,
Lt.-Gen. Jagjit Aurora,
and in fading light, drove with
him to Dacca's Race Course
to sign East Pakistan's

Squads nm' and

Pakistani soldiers flanked the
plain wooden table on which
the surrender document was

3 Where the sun barracks to be disarmed. into determined resistance. signed. Niazi sat beside
_________ from The National Herald, New Delhi 'i"'?:‘hw tndlll F‘h]::i;dﬁ"z‘r drama. con. At the centre oll' it all, It was a set-piece battle. f Avfrora. grim faced and
: = (% ungry millions : Lieutenant-General ‘Tiger' | the tanks pumped in shells, | silent.
NEW DELHI, Jun!: 3, 1971: Report of behaved like a silent spectator of Bangladesh.” sciousness against exploita- Niazi, the Pakistgani foot soldfers moved up Bengalis screamed their
| Maulana Bhashan('s talk mhl “:: whe In the field of the Bengali tions began earlier. Commander, maintained his | behind a steep embankment. ‘Jai Bangla' slogans. For

The dramatist, who is re-

stern and stolid dignity. He The duel went on for an

felt so
J

y
fan Government for helping

of refugees with food and shelter. He
that no other country, be it a

urll:r'hh. had taken any note
itiable plight of the people of

he said that China's

literature also, the songs pro-
vided the greatest impetus to
our [reedom-fight. It may be
rccalled how the protest songs
imbibed us with the needed
vigour during the days of our
non-cooperation. from Ist its
25th March. 1971.

These songs were on the
lips of the entire nation
throughout the liberation war.
In the non-co-operative days.

garded as the father of drama
in Bangladesh by the foremost
critics of Bengali literature,
Nurul Momen in his one-char-
acter play '‘Nemesis' depicted
how the exploiters become
brutes and pay no heed to the
sufferings of the majority of
the masses. ‘Nemesis' one of

the best plays in the entire

Bangla literature was written
in the carly forties.

was vilified and publicly
humiliated, but he kept his

soldierly dignity.
The Irglans behaved cor-

rectly. But within the limits
ol correctness, they made the
most of their 13-day victory.
Ten helicopters flew in
army. navy airforce brass
for the surrender ceremony,
and, with them, India sent the
international press so that

hour. Then, a Pakistani officer
walked out waving a white
flag. Major M. S. Dhillon, a
Sikh. strode forward to the
wall of a factory compound to
i:flplclc his enemy’s surren-

Finally, led by Brigadier R.
N. Misra. they crossed the
river and drove along an eerily
silent road from the side of
which

steel-helmeted

Niazi, it was a humiliating,
terrible moment.

Someone rushed forward
to wave a Bangla Desh

Niazi signed. rose to shake
hands with Aurora and
walked toward his car, sur-
rounded a cordon of Indian
troops linking arms to keep
back the crowd.

Lt.-Gen, “Tiger' Niazi, who
had vowed to fight to the end,

these songs were ever printed Later, Munier Choudhury. the world should miss no | Pakistani troops peeped from | had had his day,

every day on the front pages of  he most worthy successor of

the national dailics. sponsared & NusuliMomen, wrote his most =T - e T——
by Bangladesh based commer- : . .

cial organisations and banlgs. - e

The inspiring songs in-
cluded, "Amar Sonar Bangla”
(which was by then regarded
as, but not officially the na-
tional anthem yet), "Ovai khati,
sonar cheye khati,” "Kandari
hushiar." "Puber oif akashe

surja utheche,” "Joy Bangla.
Banglar Joy." "Dhanodhannya
pushpavara.” "Sharthok janom
amar,” "Badha diachi Badhbe
lorai.” "Songram, Songram,
Songram.” “Amar deshero
malir gondhe.” "Salam Salam,
hazar Salam” and others. These

were not just trendy songs. as
literature too, they were rich.

TOWER]
OWER ENTERPRISE (BANGLADESH) LIMITED

| INTERNATIONAL MARKETING, MANUFACTURER, EXPORTER,
INDUSTRY AND PROPERTY DEVELOPER.

DEDICATED IN BUILDING COUNTRY'S
ECONOMY THROUGH TRADE AND INDUSTRY.

_Building

As on any other aspect of
Bengali life. Rabindranath
rom Scratch = it
| ‘l':“u::tlrﬂe uﬂonwrﬂr IWINNER D}
o pe nce. His patriotic
(continued from previous page) to train them the troops of this unit was also mﬂ:lmmﬂmm INTFRNATILONAL LEADING COMPANUY
then The first Passing Out parade Dot very high. Banga Bandhu
e, | i Mot ne@iocl (RS of these boys ook place in  kicw the morale condilon of Ay % et of fact. Bera AWARD 1991
n,.:.huu-rtm.unu Dhaka. This Academy was later  his troops. So during history of the Liberation War
this accommodation,  Shifted o Comilla where from  @oodwill visit of Presk Literature's way of influence is
‘we also butlt further accom- the first baich of the cadet Anwar Sad't of Egypt. Bunw: |l o ke that It uses the Rajuk Annex Building (1st Floor)
modation to accommodate’ at mﬁiﬂtﬂ!mlﬁ:{ mmﬂu-m'wh long way round. The longer but | | | ) . 00
e e . R b o 32 tamkn. On oot of e the frmer one. Actually. # be- Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000
ation from Pakistan there to :: -hktmﬂ“ In:“xkn some tme in 1974 this GG REING SN T BangladBSh
Since there - Academy 1is to umit was - .
At o peodus aiiiey CNINGSS Thes one of tts Tel : 281651, 240239, 240230
equipment in Bangladesh, we kind was in Division thus came inlo being The: 675546 TOWEH BJ
We also needed a training . in September ‘78. | X
had to depend for this from o iie for vartous arms and After the surrender of The quick expansion of Fax ' 880-2-863562
outside. India being our closest o ot For such training an Pakistan Army all their  these brigade groups to divi e e e s i e e
neighbour we inftially pro- g 0 o ciite was first estab- were moved to India.  sion was possible because by | | == == o= = = ———— = === —— e == e == == = == ==
cured some from there. Later lished at Comilla It was later [t was because of our insis- then repatriation was already @
we started experimenting (0 hified to Jessore. At that  temce and Bandhu's ef- complete. We received trained
produce these locally. The stage. since we could not fort. some of weapons we  man power. With g

establish institutions for all got back from India. With

those weapons we raised new

TOWER INTERNATIONAL CUISINE LTD.

E
:
E
i

TOWER Fashions

|
I
I
possibilities of producing S instit units trength place of three l | ' ternational Standard
some of these in Bangladesh. go;;hﬂnrm&hn;mﬂ“ . ;hrlheru::.m“pﬂh N _ | Rn exclusive HIIII!}"I_I_I! In‘ b
We imported know how from bl he iailin) Some Artillery and Anti- as the preliminary work was A SENSATION 1 L |
e o sl :"“"....“.:'“"“c.,.; wing o thin sckool ol wy, SISO S S P ,,,“,:":':""“_ feen wg. | | THE WORLD OF L |
for uniform :: started trial .zlll:l;:?t:nﬁf b:::ykl ﬁ - [I"t::\?{ -“F| m"m“”' l'.'lrnm I’Ill.!u"-lm“"l :,‘ f”ﬂlﬂﬂs l
production locally. Todays and the cxvcises that | mltlﬁnmmm-h ntp:h-thnuﬂqum ' I 0
camouflage unthrmhl.;u wrote in Stafl College Quetia Bandhu approached him | &
As 1 said before. the of infantry and tactics Bandhu by giving him certain  tional budget. the government | !,{-‘q’?
Sy Gt it o e T iiiion i o o Py Them sloo aveit tp 9w Roseees B peovile | Y
zmmmu cated at Sylhet and it 1s now g75 thc-'-dbrml‘n:tl“ l
-ﬁhh::t. But the army :zwn-t}:-chnd;ﬂhl:::.y pmﬂ:f vehicles for the |
- Lactics. ' .
ot g, o o sty v oo sl i Ones thave armsmut wors 27y, M dhe woriwepe were | |
0 send people abroad for were established in Dhaka and @ 'P¢ pipe line. | » trement of the army then.
Sy E Rkt B e e e ey b chapmmes |
o the students of these arme and ot et Ty hard caah from the UK. . | Fashhi | NOW WE ARE AT THE TOP
First of all we had 10 estab-  services were given on the job .?““ S By the time |  left TOWEH M”u'
sh a Academy to training and some in the class M“hﬁﬁn:uﬂu:hﬂu: Bangladesh Army was already a | Ormm“
come officers. reason this So far as the armour was time % pable w take on task. and'- ZD!thOf.MBiﬂITMf.
was our priority was because conmcermed we inmherited :::. Il-uﬂ:aqn;:fu‘: uhm-r-::n-: dies) Dilkusha Commercigl Area
we needed officers for these "“I""‘z"";"{*ﬂ probably hasitating 1o approve  threat, but there were & lot of | | 18, KAMAL ATATURK AVENUE BANANI, DHAKA, | Dhaka-1000 :
Atether veason wes that  thy, Just to heep the armote syl g repcingh A el : _ PHONE : 881271 o L _ _PHONE:246891,247126
-_dh:hﬂ-'ﬂ--n m;-w“m-: o recover from the shock of .‘h-hnt%ﬂ:m S e Wi s Gine Gy S Sute AuD SO L - ‘ -
afoors wore retwrmed to ot have =St o i - od ek fredpe g des oA ;m -;u:iquu . SISTER CONCERNS :-
war was over 5o they were re-  tanks from outside in near fu-  The same table of organization  proved its worthiness during | | @ THE CROWN TEXTILE INDUSTRIESLTD. B TRICOM ADVERTISING AND CREATIVE CENTRE
turned. We could not disheart-  turc. we restricted the raising and equipment was put into  the erisis period in the coun- INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
ened these boys. so we estab-  of armour units 1o only one. operation t—-mfm try . At the same time it also B JALALABAD :
lished the Academy in Dhaka Without tanks. morale of August 18, ‘78 . 9 enhanced our image outside.



