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one in the managed 200
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Threading the Way

to Independence

By Rahat Fahmida
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| — Nervous — dreadfully nervous we
r&ﬂ of 20th August, 1971. The
of night, amidst the dreadful si-
house, so strange a sound as that
to uncontrollable -terror. Yet, | re-
still. | scarcely breathed”,
one of the four sisters of Bir
Alam, as she and her sister
to 'The Daily Star, about thelr
tion during the liberation war. During
the daylight of the previous day many freedom
fighters were arrested, including Professor Ja-
hanara Imam's son, Rumi, and houses were
raided of most of the suspects. ,
Saima’s house was on Dilu Road, and during
1971, it was rather a mess for the [reedom
fighters of Sector 2, and a place for storing
their arms. This was viciously tracked down by
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our house, we heard their army boots
down to our doorstcp. Our hearts

for a few moments. We did

what would happen next. They in-
troduced themselves, with perfect suavity, as
officers do. Suspicions of foul play had
been aroused, information had been lodged to
them. and they were deputed to search theé

!m a short time they discovered our
in the kitchen floor, where arms were
for the freedom fighters. Emptying it
mock laughter, left us untouched, for our
of unawareness and innocence. We
them believe that we had .just arrived
. This was possible
eldest sister, for whom it was

were some extra
help us escape from the
Pakistani army.
morning. with the day break, my
of my sisters — Asma and Resh-

And my mother and | stayed
the best.”
ce of war, and especially
ve entered deeply into the

and tmagery of the country.
Alam family this con-
a part thetr

i}

H
£
:
§

;
i%ﬁg

;

I;

|
&

treasured memo-
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week of July *71 and early days of August. *We
had some experience of working in Dhaka city
during the Liberation War of 1971. We were
three sisters Asma, Reshma, and Saima. We
worked alongside home other families in-
volved in the liberation struggle in Dhaka sec-
tion-2. For enmpit : "We stored sten-guns,
hand granads. and handed them to the [ree-
dom fighters went out on action.

14th of August is the independence day of
Pakistan. At that time Pakistan wanted to show
that East Bengal was in its grip. On the
other hand the freedom fighters wanted to
demonstrate their progress to the citizens of
Dhaka. They had a plan of flying the flag of in-
dependent Bangladesh all over the city on the
14th of August.

"We were asked 1o make those flags by the
[reedom fight-
crs of Sector 2,
who " included
my brother,

fresh in our minds. Our older sister, Asma,
was then a MSC student at Dhaka. Our flags
showed the map of Bangladesh in a red circle
against a green background. We started sew-
ing by hand but then we moved on to sewing
machines for a quicker work: Making so many
Nags was quite risky. My mother was worried
that the left-over round pietes of the green
cloth would be bound to raise suspicion of the
Pakistan authorities, so she crocheted them
into table-mats and handed them out among
our relatives.

"On Pakistan's independence day. we flew
our flags in many important places in the city.
flying high in the sky under gas baloons. |
don't remember all the places where my
brother and his friends flew these flags, but
Azimpur, Topkhana Road, and the Stadium re-
main clearly in my mind."

“The Pakistan army were infuriated to see
the flags of independent Bangladesh flying
aloft: and so they started shooting at the ba-
loons to bring them down. But the freedom
fighters had achieved their goal.®

Men are not motivated by a clear view of
their own interests; their minds are filled
with the cloudy residues of discarded beliefs:
their motives arc not always clear even o
themselves. And that is why we are in such a
confused state today.
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Metropolitana
Preserve history of |~

liberation war'

Speaker Shatkh | ue
Ali. Sunday unﬂermwlh

need for preserving the history
of the liberation war and the
people’s movement for democ-
racy for the future generation,
reports BSS,

He said, the history behind
these histories of movements
depicting the participation of
the people firrespective of
their opinion and political affil-
iation should also be pre-
served. °

He said we have established
the structure of democracy, all
parliamentary committees
have been formed and the gov-
ernment has been made an-
swerable to the people through
the sovercign parliament.”

But democracy would still
femain oultside the structure {f
the pcople did not notice the
practice of democracy. He
said, " to establish demoeracy,
we must speak in the language
of democracy and have pa-
tience.”

He said, all disputes should
be settled in the and
.congratulated Justice
Kemaluddin Hossain for his
recent remarks in this regard.

Shaikh Razzaque Ali was
speaking at the inaugural of a
fortnight-long photo exhibition
"Dhaka 1948-71" at

Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy in Dhaka in celebra-

tion of the Victory Day

About 300 photographs de-
nirﬂu the Hberation
a : the mu{s n:w:rm:;llsh:r
rcalisption of people's is
and democracy from 1948 1o
1971 were put on display at
the academy galleries.

Jointly organised by the
Shilpakala Academy and the
Dhaka City Museum, the inau-
gural function was also ad-
dressed by the President of
the museum, Prof. Nazrul
gu’:am.! ?ggl the Director

neral o ilpakala Academy,
Kamal kohani. s

Shaitkh Razzaque Ali said,
the future generation should
know the economic, political
and historical background of
the freedom movements.

lie said. they should. also
know those who were active in
politics during 1948 - 1971
period and that inspite of their
differences in opinion and
mode of action, the nation
could be united in 1971 for
the war of liberation.

He said. as in 1971 the na-
tion, could again be united in
1991 for establishment of
democracy through the 12th
Amendment of the constitu-
Hion.

Mostafiz
back home

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahman returned
home (Sunday) attending he
6th OIC summit in the
Senegalese capital Dakar
which concluded Thursday,
reports UNB.

Mostafiz was one of the en-
tourage members of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia,
who led the country's delega-
tion to the 4-day conference.

Hegum Zia earlicr returned
home on Thursday from Dakar.

Hafiz New Director
of BPDB Public
Relatior;s

Khondker Hafizur Rahman
has taken over as Director.
Public Relations of Bangladesh
Power Development Board
(BPDB), reports BSS.

Rahman joined the erst-
while EPWAPDA as Information
Officer in 1967 and served in
different capacities.

Rahman replaced AKM
Samsuddin Ahmed who went
on retirement last month.
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On this day of triumph we
remember with pride the valiant
warriors and share the joy of
glory with the nation
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Bangladesh Steamer Agents Association

Khulna

Slum dwellers demand
rehabilitation 1n city

Bangladesh Bastuhara Jana
Kalyan Samity has called for
rehabilitating the slum and
shanty dwellers in the capital
and other cities and towns to
enable them contribute to the
national development. reports
UNB.

In a statement on the eve of
the 20th anniversary of the
Victory Day today (Monday)
Chiel Patron of the Samity
Amanullah Khan exhorted the
people and the freedom fight-
ers to build a society free for
exploitation and discrimina-

tion.
He urged them to uphold

the same spirit of sacrifice
which earned a sovercign and
independent Bangladesh
where they would stc their

hopes and aspirations fulfilled.

It is unfortunate that very
little has been done to improve
the lot of the socially deprived
who took an active part in the
liberation war, he observed.

Khan appealed to the gov-
ernment and the opposition to
reach a national consensus to
fesolve the country's chronic
problems and thereby earn the
goodwill of the deprived, ex-
ploited and suppressed multi-
tudes who are still groaning
undér the yoke of poverty, dis-
ease and hunger.

He said determined politi-
cal leadership from both the
ruling party and the opposition
can overcome many intractable
ills afflicting the socio-eco-
nomic life of the teeming mil-
lions.

Bangladesh team
off to India
for dialogue

A five-member Bangladesh
team left Dhaka Sunday mom-
ing for India to participate in a
four-day South Asian dialogue
among leaders of public opin-
fon, scholars and members of
different professions. reports
Bss.

According to a press release
the meeting began iIn New

Delhi Sunday.
The participants frem
Banghidesh are former

Forcign Mintster Dr Kamal
Hossain. former Planning
Mintster Dr Fasthuddin Mah-
tab. former Adviser for
Planning Prof Rehman Sobhan.
former Foreign Secretary and
Foreign Affairs szlntr
Fakhruddin Ahmed and
Assoclate Professor in the
International Relations
Department of the Dhaka
University Dr Meghna Guha
Thakurta.

The participants will dis-
cuss how to improve the cli-
mate and environment for
promoting regional coopera-
tion.

The preparatory meeting to
plan the conference and 1o
draw up the agenda was held
in Lahore in September last,
the press relcase said.

Obituary

Mr Abdur Rouf Bhutyan,
Mutwalli of Beraid Bhuiyan
Para Jamey Masjid died on
December 10 at Beraid in
Dhaka. e was 82.

Weathe

Qul khwani

The qul khwani of
Mosammat Kaniz Fatema
Khanam, mother of eminent
film director Ehteshamur
Rahman and Mustafizur
Rahman, will be held at House
No 4, Road No 9, Gulshan (1)
today after. Asr prayers. family
sources said, reports BSS,

Relations and admirers have
been requested to attend the

qul.

Mosammat Kaniz Fatema
Khanam, the eldest daughter
of late Shefaul Mulk Hakim
Habibur Rahman Khan
Akhunjadah, died of old age
comphications at the age of 85
years at her son's Guishan
residence. the sources said.
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Weather is likely to remain mainly dry across the country
during the next 24 hours till 8 pm Monday. reports UNB.

Hoh.zlﬂym.mmﬂehﬁ“
Chnt Dhaka divistons and the regons of Barisal,

and Khuina.

Night temperature may fall byl -2 degree Celsius over
Rajshahi division and the reglons of Kushtia and Jessore and
remain nearly unchanged elsewhere over the country.

Sunday's maximum lemperature in Dhaka was 26.7 degree
Celsius and the minimum 15.4 degrees. Country's lowest

Il degrees recorded at Dinajp- .
mdhuﬂ;‘.ﬂﬂh;m-ﬂﬂ.

(Tuesday) at 6:36 am.

today (Monday) at 5: 14 pm and rises -tomorrow
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INDEPENDENCE

National Computers Limited declares the independence from the cold
isolation of system incompatibilities. Now with the help of latest technology
and support from our experienced personnel you can share the resources of
any PC or Mainframe!

Macintosh Power Book

Macintosh Quadra 700
Macintosh Quadra 900
Macintosh Classic |
Macintosh lisi
Macintosh lici

We also offer professional Hardware and Software services 1o give you complete

National Computers Limited

69 Satmasjid Road. Dhanmondi, Dhaka 1209

We salute the brave sons of the soil
who made the supreme sacrifice to
free the country on this day and

share the joy of freedom
with the nation




