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Commemorative
coin on Dec 16

The government has de-
gided 1o mint and issue one-
Taka commemorative silver

ever commemorative coin will
be considered as legal tender
or coin of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh. The

poriraits eof seven Bir

Shreshthas will be on the cotn.
reports BSS.

WB suggestion
on jute sector

A Jute Mission of World
Bank the

yesterday suggesied
L 1o bring down the
:thﬂmbyrﬂurm‘

Mission which met the
Finance Winister Satfur
Rahman here yesterday morm-
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The House of Pedce & Rest, The Place of Migh Class.
We Cordially Invite you 1o fry our Beautifully
prepared ond Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITIAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803

0. 323 REGD. NO. DA 781 _

R ——

DHAKA MONDAY DECEMBER 16, 1991

@The Baily Star

_POUSH 1,1398 BS JAMADIUS SANI 9, 1412 HIJRI

et gl

“The national memorial.

- Star pheto

By Staff Correspondent

The nation today celebrates
its victory in 1971 over a
genocide- mounting Pakistan
in a nine-month long engage-
ment immortalised as the

| Liberation War.

Today's celebration gains in
pith and moment as being the
20th anniversary of the day the
Bangladesh state took over the
whole of the territory that it is
now constituted of—after se-
curing unconditional surren-
der of all the Pakistani occupa-
tion forces left in the land.

The ocecasion is special also
because it is now a nation with
a democratically elected gov-
ernment. first time after re-
peating spells of coups and
lakeovers and autocratic rule,
that is today re-living the
memories of greatest glory in
its history of at least three
thousand years.

Alongside the nation will
remember with gratitude the
sacrifices of the millions of
martyrs.

" However, unlike previous
years. there will be no Victory
[Jay parade this year. But mas-
sive popular participation will
mark the celebration. Day-long
performances on numerous

daises specially in the two |

venues of university campus
and Sher-e-Bangla Nagar will
particularly reflect the popular
scnse of jubilation.

Hotsting of the national flag.

discussions on the significance |

of the day, rallies and special
prayer at all places of worship
for the progress of the country
will be the main highlights of
the day.

In Dhaka city different po-
litical and socio- cultural or-
ganisations have chalked out
elaborate rmgmmm in ob-
servance of the day.

To mark the occasion
President and Mrs Abdur
Rahman Biswas will host a re-
ception at Bangabhaban this
alternoon.

President Abdur Rahman
- Biswas ‘and Prime Minister

! . See Page 12 Col. 4
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Create tradition
of democratic
culture : PM

Prime Minister Begum Zia
Sunday called for creating the
tradition of a healthy demo-
cratic culture in which
"constitutional process will be
the order of our politics,” re-
ports UNB.

"Anarchy and indiscipline
can never be the language of
democracy,” she said address-
ing the nation over radio and
television last right on the eve
of the 20th Victory Day.

Reminding that political
power is never perpetual. the
Prime Minister warned we
should guard against foolhardi-
ness that could strike a blow
on our new democratic system.

"Independence did not
come to us as a present. We
had to pay a high price for it.”
Begum Zia said urging all 1w
uphold the spirit and values of
independence and the

yesterday.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressi
over radio a%!aﬁsmn on the eve of the

Liberation War, “This country
belongs to us all.”

Begum Zia said one of the
objectives of our Liberation
War was to establish a demo-
cratic society. "We will be abie
to consolidate our hard-earned
indcpendence by giving
democracy a permanent and
institutional shape”, she said.

In a 23-minute speech, the
Prime Minister gave a resume
of the government's achieve-
ments in the last nine months
as well as outlined the policy
guidelines that will govern its
future course.

The Prime Minister also
underlined the need for taking
cqual initiatives in changing
the lot of the people. "Because
in the final analysis political
freedom is meaningless with-
out economic e g

See Page 12 Col. 1
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Collaborators
still active,
says Hasina

Awamt League Ileader
Sheitkh Hasina yes ac-
cused the ruling BNP of con-

spiring against the country's
hard-won independence in
unison with the anti-liberation
forces, reports UNB.

in a message on the eve of

the Victory Day today. she
called the p-uopll{ for unitedly

averting such conspiracy and
also resisting "undemocratic
and unconstitutional® acts of
the present government.
Paying tributes to the mem-
ory of the freedom fighters

| who dedicated their lives for

the cause of the motherland in
1971, the Awami League
President said the whole na-
tion joined the independence
war at the call of Bangabandha
jibur Rahman.

Hasina, also leader of the-
Opposition in Parliament, re-
‘called the historic 7th March
spcech of her father

- Sec Page 12 Col. 2

Three burnt
alive in a
city shop

By Staff Correspondent

Three persons, of them two
are brothers, were burnt alive
in their sleep at a motor-parts
shop at Folder Street, Wari

early Su

The fire out at about
4 am where the three persons
were asleep.

Two Fire . Service units
reached the spot after about
half-an-hour and 0
bring the fire under control in
about 20 minutes Fire Service
officials said.

Fire Service personnel
broke open the front door of
the Bhai Bhai Motors at 11/A,
Folder Street and recovered
the three charred bodies.

Twe of the victims Ruhul
Amin (40) and Bablu (18) are
brothers of shopownos-<Shah

See Page 12C3l. 6
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Fund crisis cripples FF's trust

The Muktijoddha Kalyan
Trust (Freedom-Fighters' Wel-
fare Trust), set up to reha-
bilitate the and war-
maimed freedom fighters, has
been M for 19 years be-
cause of huge bank labilities
and some of its non-viable en-
terprises.

So far what it did for the
freedom-fighters was not up to
the expectation and the al-
lowances and remunerations
bejng provided by the Trust
were not sufficient. a Trust
source said.

Currently. it was providing
help to 2.152 r families
and 920 cripp freedom
fighters. It has some fund-

By Asiuzzaman

starved rehabilitation pro-
gramme operating in small
scale. ’

The Trust was estab-
lished on August 7. 1972, un-
:wclﬂenu.l order and

functioning from Oc-
tober 11 of the same year. It
was housed at a three-storied
abandoned bullding at B8,
Motijheel Commercial Area
which was later named “Sa-

dhinata Bhaban in February
1986. It is now a five-storied

Initially the Trust was given
16 mills, factorfes and other
enterprises most of which
were losing concerns, and
Taka 100,000 as working capi-

tal. The enterprises had a huge
financial backlog now swelling
o Taka 25 crore.

The Trust has settled off li-
abilities worth several crores
of taka so lar. but some of the
cascs still remain disputed as
the Trust is being asked to pay
oflf the borrowings ol the
former owners of some Trust
concerns. Trust officials say

The Trust appealed to the
government .lo watve the loans
and interests. but no positive
response was received, he
added

The number ol ita busincss
establishments rose to 30 in
1978. but later seven of its

Sec Page 12 Col. 3

Govt-workers talks hit snag

The dialogue between the
GCovernment and the Sramik

By Nurul Kabir

strong reluctance in making

any written commitment Io
denationalisation of the indus-
Lries.

On the gquestion of the na-
tional minimum wages, the
government was rcluctant to
impose the would be wage
commission report on the pri-
vale scctor lrades and indus
tries.

The government also de-
clined to flix the 'minimum
wage in the bilateral meeting
between the SKOP and Labour
Ministry while the SKOP lend-
ers were demanding of the
government o announce it at
that forum before their pro-

48-hour work stoppage
ns.

The government's position
on this fssuc in ycsterday's

See Page 12 Col. 2

The Manfla-based regional
bank o lend 5.7 bil-
hon in concessional
funds 1 Asta's poorest coun-
tries over the next four
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