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Root Crops : Lifesaver for Rural Poor
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Since most root crops

are consumed locally or sold in nearby small markets, their

actual contribution to the energy intake of rural populations is not fully accounted

for. by V. Preecha.
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ILO Meet Agenda

GENEVA : Education sys®™
lems are currently undergoing
4 period of reforms charac-
terised by the scarch lor
higher qualitly at Lhe best
price. These reforms, which
affect teachers first ol all,
come at a time when teachers,
bearing ever greater responsi-
bilities, are increas awarc
that their slatus, defined in
material and social lerms, has
reached an intolerably low
point. Their workloads are

. continually expanding but ca-
recr fves remain lim-
ited, salaries poor,

Composed of 16 represen-
tatives of 16 governments of
- member States of the ILO, four
representatives of employers’
organisations and 20
tatives of workers' organi

development.

Education s the single
largest wage-scctor employer
in the world with almost 44
million teachers aclive in
1988. lo an ILO rc-

which will serve as a basis

discussions, more than hall
are engaged in primary educa-
tion, three-quarters of Lhese
being in the deve coun-
tries. Aller two s of
rapid ment increase in
education, 1980s seem Lo
have been a period of stabilisa-
tion. There is a shorlage of

countrics and surpluses, even

unemployment, in certain de-
veloped couniries. For ils part,
educalion has shown

private

remarkable stability over the

years, but trends re-
‘.:11: important variations.

overall impression of a

world keeping pace with the

of educating its chil-

dren, at leasl in quantitative

terms, is confirmed by the

constant rate of public cxpen-
diture on cducation: in 1988,
somc 55 per cent of the
world's GNI' was devoled o
cducation. Dut Lthis global lig-
ure is deceptive, for it masks
the decp regional disparities
which havc grown ever more
troubling over the pasl ten
years. A number of high-in-
come nations have used Lhe
respilc allorded by declining
enrolment ratcs to rethink
their systems, fine-tune cur-
ricula, and redcploy resources.

Low-income nations, on the
othcr hand, have gencrally
seen their resources dwindle
as demand continued to rise.
Like tired marathon runners
handicappced with heavy loads,
the world’s poorest nations arc
straining themsclves o the
lmit simply Lrying to stay in

race.

The 1980s have not been an
casy decade for educators any-
where in the world. Career
possibilitics have remaincd
relatively limited. The vast ma-
jority of primary and
school lcachers leave leaching
al the samc level as thal al
which they cntered, having
had little chance of promotion
to positions of responsibility,
or cven Lransfer to other lcvels
of cducations without signifi-
cant retraining.

Increasingly, the situation is
a source of frustration in a
highly cducaled profession,
the report states. A compre-
hensive human resource  pol-
icy inlegraling all facets of
teachers’ employment and
teachers’ organisations them-

sclves, as well as the training

institutions, would lead to pro-
fessional improvement and
greater carcer salisfaction, the
report contends.

Workplace relations be-
lween leachers, represented
by their unions, and their em-
pllzh-‘n public or private, con-
stitule an increasin i r-
tant, but often m'rggkmi-

mension of the educational
process in virtually all soci-
cties. Considering in particular
the pressures to which teach-
ing is submitted, the f[uture
requires full participation of
teachers in the decision-mak-
ing process lo ensure that the
voices of those closest to the
problems of the learning envi-
ronment in the classroom and
to their potential solutions are

fully heard.

Iin many countrics women
have long outnumbered men in
the teaching prolcssion. In the
developed countrics, for ex-
ample, women's share of
tcaching positions in 1988
amounted to 76 per cent at
the primary level and 53 per
centl al the secondary levcel.
lHowever, women arce generally
under-represented at  the
principal level, at both pre-
primary and primary schools
and at technical sccondary in-
stitutions or othcer vocational
schools. Woemen predominate

in part-time teaching, which ’

is particularly attractive to
younger women with family re-
sponsibilities and thosc scck-
ing o return to tcaching aflter
a period of absence.

As rcgards salarics, Lcach-
ers in general camn less than
persons in comparable occu-
pations in thc privale seclor.
Pensions, job security and
lenger annual lcave may seem
to be extra advantagces.
llowever, in many countrics,
teachers' salarics and social
prestige have dropped so low
that many tcachers have lost
moltivation and inlcrest. Some
teachers may sceck to leave the
profcssion, others may reduce
their efforts. It is the quality of
education which sullers.

Although the number of ac-
tual teaching hours in contact
with students has remained
stalic over the past few years,
the overall workload of teach-
crs has increased and diversi-
fied with cxpansion of subject

malter and teaching mcithods.

The main growth arcas of work |

arc administrative duties cre-
ated by additional rulc sand
regulations, and Lhe allention
devoted to unruly pupils as
well as those from undcerprivi-
leged backgrounds. Stress and
time pressurcs increasingly
characierise the working day
ol most teachcers, which cx-
tends o nights and woeckends
and oflen far exceeds 40 hours
of work per weck.

According lo the report,
therc is a strong argument for
reductions in the wachers
workload that 1s net.rclated o
the csscential task of waching,
as well as for continuing slow
but steady reductions in class
siz¢s in middle and high-in-
comc countrics and reversing
rceent upward trends in most
low-income countrics. Other
policy measurcs which could
supplement these in?rmrc-
menls in working conditions
includc the provision of ade-
quate in-service training pro-
grammcs, morc and belter
classrooms and adequale
tcaching matcrials.

Finally, the report points
outl that the reforms under-
laken in a greal many coun-
trics have led in the direction
of decentralising educational
financing, as well as privatising
the financing by involving pri-
vale cnlerprise and non-profit
organisalions, including reli-

glous entilics, in the provision
ol education.

The cflect on teachers’ em-
ployment and working condi-
tions has not been uniform, in
some cascs improving them, in
other conlexts leading to a se-
rious dclerforation, particu-
larly where structural adjust-
ment and cost containment
programmes have resulted in
salary and recruitment freezes,
and limitations on colleclive
bargaining processcs.
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They are China's wonder
kids, brillant in scicnee and
mathcmatics — lﬂ::jﬂulhcr
things — at such a age.
And showing their classmales
they're humans, (oo.

In 1987 Wang Yan was only
a l4-ycarold 10th grader
when she staried Lo major in
Management Information Sys-
tem atl Tsingua University, one
of the most prestigious in
stitutions of higher learmning in
China,

When she finishes her five-
year study at this Ucijing
University in mid- 1981, Ms
Wang expectls 0 recetve two
bachclor's degrees, one n
cconomics and the other in
mathcemaltics. ller 30 class-
matcs will have only one de-
greg, bul then they don't have
o take 12 extra courscs, of
which she has fintshed 1 1.

And the 18-ycar-old daugh-
ter of teachers from llenan
province, central China, has
remained a lop student in her
class, winning scholarships cv-
cry ycar cver since she en-
lcred the university.

Bother lcachers and class-
malcs admirc Ms Wang for her
briltance. "Il s not casy for a
MIS major o pursuc a doegree
in mathcmatics but she has
done well in this fickd.” says Li
Zinai, dcpuly  dean of the
School of Economics and
Management. "There is some-
thing unusual about her.”

ller classmates Li Tong
agrees, saying she marvels that
“it looks so casy for the baby of
the class to gel the best mark
all along,” although she points
out that Ms Wang “ncver
abuses her gift but always
works hard.” :

Between 1985-90, 94
prodigics like Wang Yan en-
rolled at Tsingua University. It
is one of 13 institutes thal
have estlablished since 1978 a
special programme for gilled
teenagers. At prescnt onl
cight of the institutions still
run Lthe programmes.

Since 1984, more than 20
high schools in DBeijing
Jiangsu, Anhlui, Lioaoning,
gxi started simi-
lar programmes for prodigics
al an even carlier age.

They pick out children with

high 1.Q s — usually 4th to 6th

graders aged 9-11 years old —
[rom math competitions and
other lests. They arce trained
under special curricula for
three to four years before the
kids arc rcady for college.

“These high school pro-

grammes are still experimen--

tal but have supplied us with
very good candidates and made
our programme for young tal-
cnis more sysicmatic,” says
Xin llouwen, a professor al the
Chincse University of Science
and Technology (CUST) and a

China's first ever special
programme for young talents
in science was launched in
1978 by the CUST, located at
Hefei, Anhui- province. Since
then 317 young students have
graduated from CUST, with 72
pcr cent going to graduaite
studies hecre abroad.

Nearly half of them took a
graduale programme one year
or two ahead of schedule while
150 are pursuing doctoratles
abroad. A number got their
doctorales in their early 20s,
making them among the
youngest doctors in the world.

At CUST, about 2 per cent
of thesc wonder students also
fatfl. But some of these gifted

Nations

. girls. Ei

The ramshackle shed does not give

DHAKA SUNDAY DECEMBER 15, 1991

- e——————————mssetmtn | ] 111111 T | ———

Modest Loans Fund

Villagers' Small
Business Ventures

I"m_d'

itself and ‘its reach into the villages. by Mallika
vy -

Colombo : AW.M Thahir,
49, can no remember
the movie's title. But he can

-still re the kerosene lamp

in movie, made of dis-
carded light bulbs.

Now, 21 years later, he s

the kerosene lamps

into a industry. He buys

discarded in cans (10 rupees a

kilo) and uses the tin to hold

the wick. Discarded bottle
(3 rupees a kilo) seal the
bulb.

Discarded light bulbs (15
rupees a kilo)] hold the
kerosene. A simple lamp (2
r ) is made of just the

. bottle cap and tin holder
lor the wick. More decorative
models (8 rupees) have an at-
tractive tin stand and tin
petals around the bulb.

Mr Thahir and his family of
five make around 2.000 to
3.000 lamps a month iIn a
corner of a verandah of their
modes, government-built
house.

Here. his daughter Rameeza
Begum 14, lays out In strips.
His son. Mohamed Nazi. 186,
cuts the tin. Nazi, who has left
school, says he will carry on
the enterprise. Indeed. the
children do most of the lamps.
with the father concentrating

and marketing.

"l never had the cash to buy
more materials and expand my
enterprise until the YMMA
rwm.hnd!.ﬂﬂﬂrup:t-
USS50) eight months ago.~
says Mr Thahir. "Since then |
have been able to supply more
kerosene lamps to coopera:
ives and retailers.”

The YMMA stands for the
Young Men's Musltm
Ass ciaton, organised in 1985
by 1ine villages in Aranay ake
district, in Sri Lanka s cenral
hiull coufntry. Mr Thahir comes
from Gewilipittya village.

The YMMA's goal was to do
what it could to help the
villages. And on ltI: l'l'lotf::tr
record of community devel-
opment work, the United
Development
Programme (UNDP) gave it a
grant of 20.000 rupees
(USS500) to be used as loans
for poor [amilies to start or
cxpand their income-earning
activities. i

Mr Thahir's kerosene lamp
is just onec of over 40 income-
earning projects assisted by
YMMA. says Khurshid Alam a
United Nations Volunteer from
Bangladesh. Like most UN
Volunteers, Mr Alam's assign-
ment here is financed by the
UNDP's Domestic
Development Service.

not give a true account of itsell

and the reach it has into these
villages. It is crs o
the YMMA's 600 members.
The YMMA also shares the
shed with the Young Muslim
Women's Assoctation.

In Aranayake there are
5,000 Musiims and 35 000
Sinhales. “"We do not make
distinctions,” says MSM Sardi,
president of YMMA. “The peo
plc are poor and mainly land-
less. They need support and
guidance to launch themselves
into Income-earning activities. ™

e YMMA gives small loans
of 2.000 to 3,000 rupees. The
YMMA is also afliliated with
the National Youth Services
Council through which bigger
loans are available. Some of the
lvan recipients are in the joss
siicks. candies. tooth power,
twine, gardening and honey
businesses.

Even before the UNDP
grant, the YMMA solicited
small contributions and stated
training courses in leadership
and management., farming,
carpentry and so on. Around
40 villagers attend each course
— in gardening. compost
making, plant grafting. horti-
culture, pepper cultivation.
mushroom culture., pest and
disease control, bee and poul-
try keeping. animal husbandry
and soybean preparation.

Sithi Nazeema and her hus-
band, a nter, took the
poultry and management
courses. With a 2.500-rupee
loan from the YMMA, she has
expanded her poultry farm
which now produces and aver-
age of 35 eggs a day.

Heen Menike Kaluarachcehi
took a 3.000-rupee loan for

sponsive to the needs of the
people.” says Mr Alam the UN
Volunteer. The YMMA also en-
r- es in Shramadana
voluntary labour]) to built
roads. latrincs and other
community projects. It runs
two pre-schools for 42 chil-
dren.

“"We visit all our projects
and keep very much in touch.”
says Mr Sardi. “This encour-

One big step forward is that
in this conservative rural area,
Muslim girls are -
ward to do community -
opment work. They have
formed the Young Muslim
Women's Assoclation — a
breakthrough in traditional

Some of them have been
trained in sewing and hired by
a garments factory. Others
have formed into eight groups
which receive sewing orders.
The YMMA also helped 12
girls get teaching positions.

Chinese Whiz Kids
~are also Human —
and a Lot Wiser

Both her teachers and classmates admire Wang for her
brilhance. There is also something unusual about her.

youngsters complain that it is
"unfair” to expett too much
from them.

"We are human after
all.,” says Wang Yan. "I think we
can be regarded as OK as long
as we keep up with elder
schoolmates. We don't have to
always do better than them, as
the teachers expect us to.
That'll be too much a pressure
on us.”

It all started when numer-
ous lctters were sent to CUST

reccommending youngsters:

"allegedly with unusual talents
in scicnce,” says Professor Xin
Houwen. Examinations made
across China came up with 21
prodigics below 15 years old.
CUST sect up a special class for
them.

Since then cust has en-
rolled 516 lalented teenagers,
13 per cent of whom were
t out of ten came
-Il'?;em highly educated familics.

youngest was |1 old,
the elde:?c 16. e

The young talents qualify
when they are recommended
by their teachers and have
passed the national college en-
trance examinations, Then
they are interviewed by the
faculty of the universities they
have applied for admission.

“Normally they were 9th or
10th when were
recommended but they had
reached the level of a high
school senfor or even higher,”
says Zhai Dagilan of Tsingua
University.

Most universitics which run

t.lkntl mﬂ hl:wr'::“# -

dren to stay r in one
class for two or three years
after they are enrolled. |

*"belter for t

"We don't wanlt them lo
spccialise too soon,” says Ye
Guohua, head administrator of
the special programme al
CUST, "because we find they
nced some polish in their
studies of such basic courses as
maths, physics, compuler
science, radio technology and
foreign languages. And it's
youngsters Lo
decide on their spceialisations
at a later stage.”

Mr Ye,who- has becen with
programme for 10 ycars, cx-
lains that the young talents
k a systematic training in
basic courses since thy use lo
study on their own. tend

to ignore academic clements
essential to higher lcarning.

_ As they have cultivated an
ability to study indcpendently,
Mr Ye says, "it is quil challeng--
ing to teach these tecnagers.”
Top faculty at CUST usually
conduct the special class.

Professor Yin llongju, vice-
president of CUST who
teaches physics in Lthe special

P me, says thc young
ts "pose more s
than ordinary students” and

their questions °

Juestions “always carry
The programme fcatures a
special curriculum which con-
solidates the youngsicrs basic

knowledge while giving them

a cross-disciplinary training.
With regard to their indepen-
dence, Mr Ye says, "We mind
not cram them but offer them
with materials representing
the quintessence and latest
discoveries in a discipline. And
40 per cent of thetr academic

peribds are devoled to study by

themscelves.
The youngsters lend to dif-
ferentiate in progress one year

"So our training plans
from stludent to ltudcnt.'“ll?
Ye says. "It is our principle to
teach them in accordance with
their aptitude.”

Good as thcy are at aca-
demic studies, Mr Ye says the
lcenagers "are weak at doing
things with their hands. This
has led the CUST curriculum
for them to include more ex-
periments than those for other
studcnts.

The youngsicrs are trained
on compuler drawing and pro-
gramming, metal working,
clectrica

t‘?‘ﬁmm and
other skills. also to

opcrate

such as lathes, millers
oo - plancrs

Zhai Daqgian says Tsinghua
University has an intensified
writing course for the young
sludents because “"their lin-
guistic thinking is not as
strong as tl':.;ir mathematical-
logical thinking." Wang Yan,
who uscd to “hate y
says she now ranks first in

composilion in her class
thanks to taking this course.

important. sc leenagers
would spend an important pe-
riod of physical growth al the
universily,” Mr Ye says. "We
must see to it that they keep
it rather than become book-
worms." Apart from itwo or
three sports classes every
40 minutes in ouldoor activi-

lics every day.
~— Repthocws Asls.



