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South Korea urges |

North to abandon
N-arms programme

SEOUL, Dec 14: The South
Korean government today
urged North Korea to immedi-
ately abandon its nuclear
weapons programme  and
agree to Seoul's proposal to
denuclearize the entire Korean
peninsula, reports AFP.

Information Minister Chol
Chang-Yoon, in a statement
lauding the South-North rec-
onciliation agreement con-
cluded Friday, declared that
North Korea also should im-
mediately abandon its nuclear
arms programme and accept
international inspection of its
nuclear facilities.

"The government once
again strongly wurges the
North to accept President Roh
Tae-Woo's initiative for denu-
clearization at the meeting of

working-level representatives
to be held in Panmunjom
within this month,” the state-
ment said.

Pyongyang should
"immediately abandon its nu-
clear arms development pro-
gramme while accepting in-
ternational nuclear inspection
as it is obligated to do under
the nuclear non-proliferation
treaty,” the statement added.

Roeh announced on
November 8 that South Korea
would not possess. manufac-
ture or use nuclear weapons
and demanded that North
Korea do likewise.

The prime ministers of the
South and North, in signing
the historic document on rap-
prochement ending four
decades of hostility, an-
nounced jointly that both sides
recognised the need to banish
nuclear weapons [rom the
Korean peninsula and that
talks would be held at
Panmunjom to discuss the
malter,

Foreign intervention to stop

war in Somalia sought

NAIROBI, Dec 14: A Somali
faction leader on Friday called
for foreign intervention to stop

nearly a month of clan warfare
'~ in the capital Mogadishu that
: wounded

"We can only find a united
front of Somalis with interna-
tional assistance. This will be
the only way to stop the disin-
tegration of the Somali
state,"Hashi Egal of the United
Somali People’s Front (USPF)
told Reuters.

A bitter power struggle be-
tween factions loyal to

| warlords Mohamed

weeks has killed up to 3,000
wounded at least a fur-

of the city to rubble offi-
cials said.

Hashi that a
military zone be created
in hu after a ceasefire

ERIEFRY

ised by the United Nations or
the United States follow if the
truce fails, he added.

Both sides used mortars
and rocket launchers on Friday
to pound districts of central
Mogadishu in each other's
control for the 27th day run-
ning, aid officials in Nairobi
said after contacting the city
by satellite telephone.

The based on eih-

-ndc hatreds between rival sub-

groups of the Ha clan, is
one Emung mlnyﬂct}ln:n‘lc feuds
in the impo desert na-
tion of pastoralists bordering
the Indian ocean in the homn of
Alfrica.

Since former dictator
Mohamed Siad Barre was
overthrown last January. all
semblance of central govern-
ment has gone, despite three
attempts to form a board-
based transitional government.
. The north of the country
has seceded and declared an
inde t republic mirror-

borders of the former
co of British Somaliland.

Kirghizstan forms mﬂonzl‘gt:nrd s

Kirghizstan President Askar Akayev
ﬂiﬂﬂhﬂ“ndl;mpardhru:mpublt.

reported Friday. says

has decree

AFP from Moscow.

radio
report sald the cabinet had taken steps to ensure the

financing for a national from December 1 and added
that the guard would be t to full strength by February
1, 1992,

The government to allocate "the necessary build-

ings, [actlities and land to accommodate sub-units of the na-
tional guard” of the republic; it added.

Landslide kills 15 in Indonesia :

A landslide in West Kalimantan, in the Indonesian part of

Borneo, has buried 15
said Saturday in Jakarta,

people alive in their huts, a newspaper

AFP

reports ’
landslide Monday. which followed hard rains at Bukit
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Korean air force pilot teenage boys were
injured Friday when military then crashed in
flames., the Yonhap Agency reported. says AP from
Pirst Licutenant Lee Sang-hee was killed in the accident.
lﬂhrdﬁl#ﬁrp_“dhy parachute.

Yonhap
It also said boys , were
admitied 10 fly-
:M 240
the

Li urges Dalai Lama to give
up stance of independence

NEW ' DELHI, Dec 14:
Visiting * Chinese,. Prime-
Minister Li Peng urged the
Dalai Lama here yesterday to
give up the stance of Tibetan
independence, reports Xinhua.

I{ made the remark during
his second round of formal
talks with Indian Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao at the

| Presidential palace.

He said the door to negotia-
tions between the Chinese
government and Dalai Lama is
wide open. But he stressed
that Dalai Lama should give up
the attempts to seek Tibetan
independence’ and stop the
political activities aimed at
splitting the motherland.

the talks, Rao reit-
erated that the Indian gov-
ernment recognizes that Tibet,
as an autonomous region of
China, is a part of the Chinese
territory.

He noted that the Indian
government does not permit
the Tibetans to engage in

International

Tibet a part of China: Rao

political activities against the
Chinese government on the
Indian territory.

The Chinese Premier ap-
preciated this position of the

Indian government, according

to Chinese sources.

Li Peng arrived here
Wednesday on a five-day official
goodwill visit to India, the
first by a Chinese head of gov-
emment in 31 years.

AFP adds: More than 100
Tibetan women and children
jailed for protesting Chinese

Prime Minister Li Peng's visit*

have been released following a
Supreme Court order, a
spokesman for the Dalai
Lama's bureau in New Delhi
said today.

The 106 Tibetans were
freed from the high-security
Tihar jail shortly before mid-
night Friday (1830 GMT) and
have since returned to their

refugee settlement. the
spokesman’said.
men

Some 250 Tibetan

were still in prison, and most
were expected to be let off
later today, he added.

The Supreme Court had
ordered police to free scores
of Tibetans jailed since last
Sunday as part of a crackdown
aimed at preventing protests
during Li's trip. the first by a
Chinese premier since the
1962 Sino-Indian war.

But other Tibetans —
100.000 of whom live in India
along with their spiritual

leader the Dalai Lama — man-
aged to stage dramatic
protests almost every day since
Li arrived Wednesday on a six-
day visit.

On Friday, the Supreme
Court said the police had "no
power to detain (the Tibetans)
even for a minute” and that
burning of Chinese flags could
not be seen as "violence in the
truc sense.”

The order followed a peti-
tfon by an Indian MP sympa-

The Baily Star S

thetic to the Tibetan campaign
for independence from
Chinese rule. -

The Tibetan spokesman ex-

pressed happiness at the mass
relecase: ; :

"We are very happy.,” he
said. "We always believe that
you cannot find a parallel to
this country for the magnani-
mous help rendered 1o
Tibetans and the freedom
given to us.”

"The judgement by the
Supreme Court only reflects
that the democratic institu-
tions are f[irmly rooted (in
India) and therefore justice is
being done.” he :

Tibetan protests would
continue until Li leaves New
Delhi, he said.

The Dalai Lama lves in the
Indian hill town of Dharmasala,
heading a government-in-exile
which is not recognised by any
country. New Delhi considers

Tibet as an autonomous region
of China.
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WASHINGTON : In this plctur

o i
---l. . H-- a
. e o
i N
'-: i :

i

rele

a~ed Frin}' by the White House. US President Giearge

&

Bush makes note as he speaks on the telephone with Russian President Boris Yeltsin. The

two men spoke for 25 minutes, with Yeltsin upgrading Bush on the status of the new
Commonwealth form of government.

Gorbachev assures Bush of

WASHINGTON, Dec 14 :
President George Bush re-
ceived assurances on Friday
from Soviet President Mikhail
Gorbachev on the safety of
Soviet nuclear weapons, a top
US concern during the polit-
ical turmoil in the Soviet re-
publics, reports Reuter.

Secretary ol State James
Baker ruled out any US inter-
ference in the f{ast-paced
events in the former Soviet
Union as he prepared to lcave
today for Russia. Ukraine,

and Kazakhstan.

White House sppkesman
Marlin Fitzwater said Bush
made a telephone call to
Gorbachev nn!thcy spoke for

safety of Soviet

joined Russia and

Since then, Ukraine has
voted. for independence and
Byelorussia
in a commonwealth agreement

that leaves out Gorbachev.

Prestident Gorbachev as-
sured President Bush that the
command and control system
for nuclear weapons remains
secure, Fitzwater said
Russian President Boris Yeltsin
had called Bush and given him
similar assurances during an
carlier phone conversation.

He said Bush assured both
Gorbachev and Yeltsin of US
su rt for humanitarian and
medical needs for the re

N-arms

He said#®

— AFP/ UNB photo

Baker said his trip would

. not be an effort to inject our-

selves into this purely political
process’ unfolding in the re-
publics.

He said the international
community "must stand ready
to help those who embrace the
principies and responsibilities
that have become so much a
part of the Euro-Atlantic
community.”

At a White House news
conference. Baker said he
would focus on ensuring the
safety of the 30,000 Soviet nu-
¢lear weapons dispersed in
several republics.

NICOSIA. Do 140rintan au-
thorities execulcd nine people
described as "bandits who
were accused of terrorising
the population of the south-
castern province of Sistan-
Baluchestan, the Islamiec
Republic News Agency re-
ported, says AP.

The nine. who were hung in
the provincial capital of
Zahedan near the borders with
and Pakistan, were

with secu-
rity forces, blocking roads and
"creating a state of terror.”
said the agency's report, moni-
tored in Nicosia.

the report did not
80, executions could

$

have resulted from widespread
unrest resulting from declin-
ing economic conditions.
Iranian opposition Jeaders
in exile say there have been

500 babies die
of pneumoma

every hour

WASHINGTON. Dec 14
Every hour, necarly 500 chil
dren die of pneumonta In poor
countries. Scientists and
health care offictals at a
gathering here resolved to save
at least a third of them — |15
million — by the end of the

century. reports AP.

Nine terrorists executed in Iran

violent demonstralions,
including clashes with the
Revolutionary Guards, in var
ous cities throughout I|ran

since the summer. They also

say the Islamic Republic masks
executives of opposition fig-
urcs through drug and other
charges.

Iran has hanged more than
2.500 alleged drug traffickers
over the past three years,

Saturday's dispatch from
Zahedan said : “Nine bandits
were hung here Saturday
morming for disturbing secu-
rity in this southeaslern
province, upon a verdict issued
by the Islamic Revolution's
cowurt

North Korea
ready to accept

Honecker

MOSCOW, Dec 14 : North
Korea has agreed to take in
the former East German com-
munist leader Erich Honecker,
but it is waiting for Russian au-
thorities to allow him to leave,
a spokesman at the North
Korean embassy in Moscow
told AFP today.

The spokesman said the
cmbassy had been approached
on Thursday by Margot
Honecker to see whether
North Korea would agree to
take the couple “on medical
grounds.”

Jordan accuses
Israel of defiling
Al-Agsa Mosque

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 14
: Jordan complained on Friday
that Israeli authorities had
desecrated a Muslim holy
place by installing at least
eight loudspeakers on the
western wall of Jerusalem's Al

Agsa Mosque which it also re-

ferred to as the Al-Buraq wall,
reporis Reulter.

In a letter to Secrctary—
General Javier Perez de
Cuellar, Jordanian UN reprec-
sentative Abdullah Salah did
not give the purpose of the
loudspeakers. which. he said
"were orfented in the direc-
tion of the Mosque and its
courtyards.”

Referring to the installa-
tion of the loudspeakers Salah
said “this constitutes and ex-
tremely grave viclation of the
sanctity of this holy place a
blatant provocation to the sen-
timents of Muslims.”

Black militants
storm S African
police station

JOHANNESBURG, Dec 14 :
Gunmen opened fire Saturday
on a township police station,
injuring two officers. and a
telephone caller said the mili-
tant Pan Alfricanist Congress
was regponsible, reports AP,

Police confirmed the attack
on the Orlandeo station in the
Soweto black township.

The iIndependent South
African Press Association re-
ported a man identifying him-
sclf as a member of the PAC's
armed wing. the Azanian
People's Liberation Army, said
the group carried out the at-
tack.
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Off the Record

Bush's X-mas spirit

WASHINGTON : President Bush and his wife, Barbara. are

sending out 160,000 Christmas cards de a colourfully
demr-;;d tree in the family quarters of White House, re-
The scene was done by Kamil Kubik, born in

Czechoslovakia, a painter of eityscapes and floral pieces.

His painting. entitled "The Family Tree, Upstairs at the
White House." depicts the Yellow Oval Room on the second
floor of the presidential mansion.

The ‘s message. in red script, reads: “The President
and Mrs Bush extend their warmest wishes that you and your
loved ones will share a joyous Christmas and a peaceful new
year."

The Republican National Committee pays for the printing
and mailing costs.

War and love

KUWAIT CITY : The Iraqli major helps a beautiful Kuwaiti
nurse named Zubeida cl into a car. that will whisk her to
safety in Saudi Arabia, reports AP.

Major Farisdaq was supposed to interrogate her about giv-
ing lethal injections to at least two Iraqi soldiers. Instead
risks his life to organise her escape. -

While his fellow officers think he is torturing her in his
villa. the major and Zubeida actually spend the three days
since her arrest talking, laughing and watching videos.

"For your eyes... | sacrifice my neck.,” Major Farisdaq mur-
murs to his love.”

Author Fawzia Dorai licks her thick copper-coloured lip-
stick and sighs. "so beautiful,” as she reads the end of one of
the 20 stories in her new book, "Love Under Occupation.”

. No one may ever gel to read them. The book just came
back from the censor with Major Farisdaq's story and another
marked Do Not Publish.”

But Dorai is determined to publish all or none of the sto-
ries. She says they are true — with minor detafls changed to
disguise identities — and that she collected most of them
during Iraq’'s seven-month occupation of Kuwait.

. Flower pots are
danger zones?

SINGAPORE : Singapore householders found with
mosquito larvae in their homes will be able to choose between
a 50 dollar (30 US) fine or going to court from January 1. the
Straits Times newspaper said on Saturday, reports Reuter.

The Environment Ministry, which carries out spot-checks
of such danger zones as family flower pots, was not available
o comment.

Currently anyone found allowing the insects to breed must
appear. in court and faces a maximum 1,000 dollar (606 US)
fine or three months in jail for a first offence. Repeat offend-
ers face a 2,000 dollar (1.212 US) fine and six months jail.

Aedes mosquito larvac were found in 5.263 Singapore
homes in-first 10 months of this compared with 6,385
last year. The newspaper quoted liy':-rninl-uy as saying. The
Aedes mosquito can transmit the killer dengue fever.

Gold teeth yanked
out from corpses

PHILADELPHIA : Gold teeth were stolen from several ca-
davers at the University of Pennsylvania anatomy laboratories,
and medical school officials said theyll change procedures for
handling bodies, reports AP.

Gold teeth now will be removed from cadavers before stu-
dents dissect them. said Dr John Weisel. associate anatomy
profecssor. The tecth will be put back in when it's time to
cremate the bodies.

The missing teeth were discovered by a first-year medi-
cal student when he found a vacant cavity in the jaw of a ca-
daver.

[t was not immediately known how many gold teeth were
yanked out of the bodies used for dissection studies. Each
tooth could bring dirs 20 to dirs 40, said Dr Elliot Stellar,
Anatomy Department Chairman.

The plan didn't work

CAIRO : This was the plan: scrap the swimsuit competi-
tion. emphasize “inner beauty.” and maybe Egypt's new
beauty contest wouldn't offend the powerful Islamic scholars
who banned its predecessor last year, reports AP.

It didn't work.

Not only did make-up and thigh-high dresscs raise cye-
brows in a country where women are expected to be prop-
erly covered. but the Dec | contest's title — "Egypt's ldeal
Woman"— rankled the powers.

“ldeal in what? Singing and dancing?” said Sheik al-
Sayyed Shamseddine. whose clerical committee had last
year's ‘Miss Egyptl” contest banned. Egypt's ideal woman
should be one that conforms to Islam's dress code and Is vir-
tuous, he said.

The dress code of mainstream Sunni Islam, the religion of
90 per cent of Egyptians, holds that a woman's body should
be covered except for her face and hands.

“The way this contest was organised did great wrong to a
society whose official religion is Islam.” said Sheik Mansour
Ebeid of the government’'s Ministry of Religious

Endowments.

“I tell every girl who participated in this competition to
ask for God's forgiveness.” he said.

The controversy illustrates a perpetual struggle in Egypl
where people outwardly espouse traditional Islamic values but
are largely unwilling to give up the Western habits that have
pervaded Egyptian life for decades.

For the "Miss Egypt” pageants. which began in 1985, such
a climate proved fatal.

Last year, incensed by swimsuit competitions and the pub-
lictzing of contestants’ measurements, Shamseddine’'s com-
mittee at Cairo's Al-Azhar Mosque, the Musli;n world's most
influential religious institution, issued a fatwa — or religious
edict __ that "Miss Egypt” offended Islam.

Fatwas from Al-Azhar lack the force of law in but
the government normally follows them in cultural matters. It
banned the pageant.

erbs point finger at the West for civil war

BELGRADE, Dec 14: While
much of the world blames
Yugosiavia's civil war on Serbia.
Serbia Points the [inger at
Germany, Austria and the

3 : An unidentified Croatian seldier, a former
prisoner of war searches Friday for some donated cloths
after he and a group had been released from a Serbian

camp as part of a POW exchange.

— AFP/UNB photo

The few anti-want voices in
Serbia the official attitude
reflects of the outside
world and deep inferfority

Communist couniries,

* many people discounted the

. many Serbs take
the official combination of
chauviniam and communism o
heart.

Milosevic “is not responsi-
bie for this war: the West truly
wants to vanquish us ™ de-
clared Duda Visic, a Belgrade
bank cdlerk. Dostns of drivers
in a kilometer long gas line
echoed her

Although they allegedly
share the same goal. the mo-
tives of the Vatioan, Germany
and Austrta as depicted by
Serbian media differ: the
Vatican wanis (o convert
Orthodox Serbs, Austria thirsts
for a new empire and Cermany
is set on a "Fourth Reich” with

a Meditertancan .
“Mtz:-m-nd
Australtans in both workd wars.

and their current suspicion
partly reflects lingering en-

mity. Germany and Austria also
are among the most eager to
grant Croatia and Slovenia in-
ternational recognition.
Milosevic has described
Croatia as a hotbed of fasciam

and urged Serbs to revive the
anti-fascist struggle in
Yugoslavia and Eu ;

Pope John Paul II's pleas
for peace win him no favour in
Serbia. Serbs blame the
Vatican for inciting the mas-
sacre of hundreds of thousands
of Serbs and Jews Croatian
ultranationalists in World War
I,

Croatia Is traditionally
Roman Catholic and for cen-
turies was under Austrian rule
while Orthodox Serbs lived
un:.:;mthh domination
depicts Serbia and ¥ugeslavia
as the main obstacle o
German domination of Europe
— \gnoring the dominance
Germany's economy already

8
"Serbia is victimized the
Vatican because ft the
most | t crossroads in
Europe,” declared a recently




