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Dhaka, Sunday, December 15, 1991

The Failure in

ter Begum Khaleda Zia was per-

extra about the h
of Islamic Conference
good reasons to

some
"success” on her return
With flive of its
main resolution,
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ou t grant and how much
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further hoc assistance [rom generous sources.
What's more, the summit ed a unique op-
ﬂl.u to um Zia to establish direct con-

other leaders for substantive talks with

on bilateral issues. , we like to think
her presence helped the approval of a
resolution "to develop a proper mechanism for
ensu active icipation of women in the
field social development”, a significant
achievement in the context of the position
that the female population occupies in most
Muslim countries today.

However, seen in the wider context, the Dakar
summit has achieved little in providing a new
political direction to the organisation, iIn

the unity among its members or In
a serious eflort to develop a consen-
sus on f the Muslim world. The
decision by a majority ol heads of Arab states to
g away f[rom the summit suggested that they
not attach enough importance to the conler-
ence or, worse still, they felt unable to take
clear-cut public positions. individually or collec-
tlltlty on such issues as the US-brokered Middle
East peace conference, a possible security ar-
t for the Gulf region and the question

of compensation from lIraq for its invasion of
Kuwait. The differences which now separate the
PLO Chief, Yasser Aralat from several other Arab
leaders, resulting from the support given
to Iraq by the Palestinian leader, also cast their
shadow over the summit, thus demonstrating the
basic weakness — Lhe dismal lack of unity — of
the Muslim world. This weakness could not have
been underscored at a worse moment, just when
Israel would be looking for every opportunity to
exploit the disunity among the Arab states at the
Middle East peace talks. In this sense, the hold-
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of the D summit at this moment, without
uate political groundwork, was a mistake.
Al least part of the blame for this failure should

indeed lie with the OIC secretariat which a-
bly more attention to the logistics for the
than to its political pre tion. If it had
any hint that the summit would be "shunned by
feuding Arab leaders”, as a western news agenc
put it, the conference should have been called o
under one pretext or another or d raded to
the level of foreign ministers. Experts who have
asked for a "shake-up" of the OIC secretariat
should now insist that a thorough reorganisation
of the Jeddah-based body should involve its polit-
ical . if there is one, which seems to have
lost touch with thcth%oﬂtsmcmbersnrls
Tﬁm longer taken into confidence by several Arab

Welcome Move in Korea

We welcome the signing of the treaty of rec-
onciliation and non-aggression between North
and South Koreas. This accord officially ends the
state of war that existed between them following
the Korean War of 1950-53. South Korean Prime
Minister, speaking on the signing of the treaty
said, "Today, the tide of reconciliation and
memtmn flowing worldwide has reached this

." The division of Korea was one of the off-
shoots of the intense ggst Second World War
rivalry between the U and the USSR. The
Korean le, prodded by the two superpowers,

w war between themselves and then
settled hind temporary borders, pili up
huge military strength at great cost to them-
ll:l\rea.’rﬂthl th;rd r;g of the b];cacc :ﬁ'icﬂrd. a
major step tow r inevitable reunification
has been taken.

of this non-

The s
recognition to

L Sl ression treaty

e two Koreas
( ROK had r DPRK earlier, when
the r applied for membership of the UN
m:i the current session of the General

ly)
im

An yortant aspect of the reconciliation
treaty is 8:11' oint declaration to work towards a
nuclear [ree a. This is a most welcome' de-

iry a nu-

clear er. ' possibility of a nuclear North
qumutm t imiem among other nu-
clear powers, incl ¢ long term ally, China.

Given the nearly thirty years of suspicion, ri-
vul“h?v and at times fanatical hatred, it is unlikel
tt;le of this treaty will immediately
this treaty removes significant stumbling blocks
towards that end leading to their ultimate

normal relations between them. However.
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to p;bdu::tl'u- use and banish

permanently the scourges of
poverty and deprivation from

the riverine delias of

Wbythcurly rt of
the 21st eentury at the latest.

Limits of Foreign

- mre avallable or
secured. What s im-
lacking is manage-
ot — the utter incapucity to
wechnology and capt
tal. n right proportions. at
correct times and the appro
priate places
Since the end of the second
world war, the volume of total
(global) development assis-
tance has (ncreased from
around USS| 8 billikon in 1960
o USS80 billlon now. The or-
tonal infrastructure for

purpose has corres -
ingly expanded and y it
has attained such mammoth
proportions that the primary
purpose ol the development
institutions have become sell-
perpetuation.

Smokescreen

Bureaucracy exists for itsell
after it ses its critical
limits in terms of stze and
functions. This is what has be-
come of the ment at
home and the international ad

!

one hand: and the third world
beneficiaries of development,
the poor or the other. on the
other, cannol see ecach other
in a directly visible manner:
both the national as well as in
ternational bureaucracics en-
gaged In the aid business have
created the ever deepening
smokescreens whose penctra-
tion becomes extremely diffi-
cult, #f not tble for any
outside interest.

The manifestation of such
smokescreens are not far 1o
seek and the m as has de-

is s that on papers
loans and grants are negoti-
ated, money disbursed and
prujecis implemented but in
termin of net gain to the ccon-
omy, it tends to be marginal.
Acvcording to Graham Hancook,
a British journalist, an impres-

their actual market value. Not
only in the donor countries,

there are important beneficia-
ries in the recipient countrics
as well. A tiny handlul ol
wealthy loeal commission
agents also scoure a portion of

uses and abuses of foreign aid.

Role and Influence

in Bangladesh . the
role and in-

fluence of foreign aid 1s simply

in the cash to satisfy our future
spirations. [t is a paltern

:hh:hhtncw
mﬂhtﬂnmm

since the interface between
the national and the interna-

From LDC to NIC by Shahed Latif

such services constituie one of
the most lucrative opportuni-
ties to make quick money In
Bangladesh today. After all
these upstream costs have
been incurred. the benefits
that ultimately reach the plains
of Bengal are monopolised by
the preferred few: whether 1
is clectricity generated, Irrﬁ:
ton water supplied or the
roads paved. There are of
course conspicuous exceptions
but they are indeed too few.

Mention must be made of at -

least one of these glorous ex-
ceptions. It is the construction
of cyclone shelters with aid
money in costal Bangladesh.
Because of these shelters, the
death toll as less in the April
1991 cyclone in spite of
grealer severity compared to
the calamity of November
1970. But it is also on record
that many more shelters would
have been constructed, of
course with aid money. bul the
scheme was stalled by our own

I:Vﬂ'l.nl — not any willing
nor. Thus we must first of
all, blame ourselves for the

tioni:! bureaucractes blur the
visions of both the ultimate
paycrs and the recipicnis of
development. A leading
Bangladeshi development
thinker who had tinkered with
our national development
phcies In Lthe past now says:
“In the auntumn of my lifc. | fecl
convinced that in spite of trials
and tribulations inevitably In-
volved, the first task { to
be to renounce all aid save and
cxcept for food.”

| think this is an unrealistic
proposition. F aid for
Bangladesh 18 unavoidable and
we ought to make the best use
of It However. we must at the
same time appreciate the lim

its of foreign aid. It s some-

body else's money and it s
aller all the owners of such

funds who obviously determine
its purpose and usec. Il lun:ﬁ
auid is utilized 0 promote t
business of concerned donor
country, we cannot do any-
thing about it save and cxcepl
refuse to accept such g-
tional assistance.

Aid

scicnce, if any. of Bangladesh.
H we the factors be-
hind the recent economic suc-
crsses of south-cast and east
Astan countries, we find that in

:-nhlrdﬂv?m.plm
enal rates of growth of the

economies were due to the

the ive advantages of
the and the resources
Lo llest possible extent
and in which were not

but entircly domestic in origin.
Take for v the case of
South Korea a group of
Korean cenireprencurs
rged who vigorously ex-

clent as well as diligent Korcan
workers willing to work for
long hours in large groups. ac-
cepting remuneration less
than their ties would
otherwise command. .
the Korean industries

became
the world markets and the
manufacturing industries in
particular almost doubled in
size every 2 to 3 years. In the
cases of Hong Kong and
Singapore, the economies very
effectively utilised their ideal

muwmm'

stop.

New-style Food Aid to Fight Famine in Ogaden

Handed out once famine has struck, food aid often induces hungry peasants to flee the
countryside and congregate in camps, where disease runs rampant. Deaths multiply and
the rural economic is left in tatters as local food production and distribution systems col-
lapse, unable to compete with donated food from abroad. One prominent relief agency plans

P to one million people
will face malnutrition
and the prospect of
disease unless irod aid reaches
Ethiopia’'s Ogaden desert by
January, says a report by the
Save the Children relief
ton.

The agency has proposed an
unconventional means of pre-
venting such a tragedy from
occurring: it wants to sell sub-
sidised relief food to local
traders before starvation sets
in

By abandoning the usual
m of I;-nﬂng out relief

ree of charge,
workers hope they m.ﬁmnz
up the region's fragile econ-
omy until rains arrive in
March.

They are also eager to avoid
the mistakes of past food-aid
programmes. By sclling grain
cheaply to established small-
scale traders in the region,
they hope to allow Ogadeni
residents to stay in their vil-
lages and maintain their
lifestyles. rather than lure
them into camps where dis-
case runs rampant.

Dr John Seaman. head of

developmerit at Save the
mm. says: "We are anxious

to use this as something of a
test for further use of grain to
head off crises.”

The impending food crisis
in the isolated of east-
ern Ethiopia was touched off
by the arrival early this year of
250.000 refugees flecing polit-
ical turmoil in neighbouring
Somalia and the breakaway
northern republic of
Somaliland.

The influx has swollen the
region's rural population by at
least 25 per cent and devas-
tated a livestock economy al-
ready strained because of poor
rains and disruption of trade
routes by the Somali civil war.

Since refugees began
streaming in. the agency says.
longtime residents — many of
them distant relatives of the
newcomers — have conducted
a "hidden relief operation of
unprecedented proportions.”

Unknown to the outside
world, even to Ethiopian au-
thorities, the local residents
have foregone food for them-
selves and their livestock so as
to prevent starvation among
the refugees.

But their efforts cannot
continue much longer.

address.

We are afraid of
the ATPs

Sir, Mr Sabir Mustafa's

writings are always lucid and
enjoyable. Surprisingly, on

- December 6. he wrote an

otherwise interesting piece on
the ATP. | being a [requent
traveller on the ATPs totally
with him. -
Without going into the
"kickback” aspect | can reas-
sure you that the ATP is in-

Letters for publication in these columns should be
qtfdrl!ﬂlf to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

to avoid those pitfalls

by selling subsidised food, rather than giving it away, in an innovative

programme to prevent famine in the Eth topian Ogaden — before it starts.

Refugee filows |
1991

—.-.-....1 1988
Late 1970s |||

N

Already. the region's live-
stock trade — {ts economic
lifeblood — has collapsed. Save
the Children warns that a fur-
ther depletion of herds and
food supplies could prompt ru-
ral dwellers to stream into
towns and cities, where dis-
case and starvation will spread
quickly.

A tragedy can be prevented,
the organisation says, only if
food aid is sent to he region
soon. "The Ogaden is not a
'‘basket case,” s a statement
accompanying report. “lIts

rangelands are potentially
prosperous. But urgent preven-
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tive action is required now to
enable its people to survive the
dry season and rebuild their
livelihoods.” | '

Agency officials defend
their proposal to sell relief
food. arguing that if it were
simply given away, hungry ru-
ral dwellers should be lured en
masse to centralised distribu-
tion points in cities and towns,
where communicable discases
would proliferate,

Seaman says the sale of sub-
sidised food to small-scale
traders, who have well-estab-
lished routes through remote
rural areas, will allow hungry

Ogadeni pastoralists o slay in
their villages and tide them

over until rains return and
trade routes reopen.
Subsidised grain sales will
also allow existing food pro-
duction and distribution sys-
tlems to remain intact, un-
shaken by a massive influx of
free grain with which local
entrepreneurs cannot com-

In any case, Seaman notes,
experience has shown tha
even reliefl food which is ini-
tially handed out free of
generally ends up being
on a black market: "Nobody yet

il Yo gus &
s . You give it out to
some people, they end up
selling it to others and it goes
to market that way. The, choice
is really not whether you sell
the grain. but who's going to
sell it to whom."

Agency workers also dis-
miss suggestions that traders
could excess profits from
food sold to them at subsidised
prices. The officials point out
that both the refugees and
their hosts belong to the
Ogadeni clan of Somali-speak-
ing peoples who have a well-
establis tradition of mutual
self-help in times of food
shortages.

That traditfon is partly
based on an understanding by
traders that it is in their long-
lerm imterest to keep their
customers, and their livestock,

healthy. If customers and ltve-
slock perish, the traders will

be left with no trading part-
ncrs and nothing to trade.

“These traders are not just
maximising profits,” says
Scaman. "They are part of a
larger social system.”

The exodus of Ogadent
rcfugees from Somalia to
Ethiopia has its origins in the
complex clan politics of
Somali-speaking peoples on
the Hom of Africa.

Most refugees who arrived

in Ethiopia this year actually
originate there. They first fled
into Somalia in the late
gency they waged against the

Ethiopian government in Addis
Ababa,

The uprising had been ac-
tively encouraged by
Mohammed Styad Barre. the
former Somali dictator whose
small Marehan clan is closcly
related to the Ogadeni clan.
When the revolt failed. Siyad
'Barre was only too happy to
welcome the Ethiopian
Ogadents into Somalia.

Exiled Ogadenis felt safe
there until this year, when
Siyad Barre was overthrown by
a rebel movement dominated
by the Hawiye clan, historic ri-
vals of the Ogadenis. In the ab-
sence of protection from Siyad
Barre's regime, the Ogadenis
were chased back across the
border into Ethiopia, where a
new government had also
taken power,

Andy Jowetll, a Save the
Children official who lived in a
Somali refugeec camp in the
Ogaden for a year, says
rcfugees have reported that
thousands of their compatriots

dicd at the hangds ol u
Hawiye clan while ﬂcmug inifl.t:

Ethiopia.

Complicating the situation,
some exiled Ogadenis and
Oromo re . also originally
from Ethiopia, have returned

to the O n from the north-

ern breakaway republic of
Somaliland, where a govern-
ment dominated by yet an-
other clan, the Isaaqs. de-
clared independence within
the borders of the former
British Somaliland in _the
aftermath of Siyad Barre's
overthrow. Jowett says, how-
ever, that no abuses have been
reported by the new
Somaliland regime.

The Ogadeni exodus to
Ethiopia makes sense in light
of the stormy history of clan
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Ethioptan government itself —

after their villages were
bombed by Barre’s government
in 1988. Now that an Isaaq-
dominated faction has taken
power and declared an inde-
pendent Somaliland. they have
poured back ‘across the border
en masse. N

Distribution of subsidiscd
food in the — a task
the World Food

has
dou .
the region's isolation, and by

. the fact that neither

nor Somaliland has interna-
tionally recognised govern-
ments. -
Moreover, the is still
uncertain about the s it
plans to tl: gr.-t;nm ised
w“ i]‘l w Iw i
cisely it will distribute the z:;
— or what it will do with prof-

. its from the sales. Finance fore

veterinary services has been
one suggestion.

Whatever the decisions the
agency's experience in the
Ogaden will certainly serve as a
guide for its operation now
under way in Somaliland.

"We don't know exactly how
were going to do this,” says
Jowett. "That's our challenge
now.” - GEMINI NEWS

ALEXANDER NORRIS is a
Canadian journalist 'working
with Gemini News Service on
an internship

Canada’s, International

deed an unreliable aircraft not -

fit for use by an infant airline

like Bangladesh Biman.
The question of grounding
the ATPs in response to

Biman's grounding by other
airlines does not arise at all as
no other major national airline
has ATPs in its fleet. It being a
new type of aircraft Biman,
with a small fleet, had no busi-
ness experimenting with it
(for large commissions) brush-
ing aside aircraflt with preven

lravc k record.

Unlortunately for us there
arc no insurance counters in
our domestic airports so the
question of "taking out an extra
life insurance policy before
boarding the plane” does not
arise. (If there were insurance
counters they would certainly
make brisk business from an
overwhelming majority of ATP
flyers.)

Parachutes normally do not
save passengers in an air disas-
ter so there s not much point
in asking for one but many
passengers like me are pre-
pared for the worst. Some
passengers do ask for

scals 'as far back as possi-
ble' as in several air disasters
the passengers in the rear
scats were the survivors,

There is no complaint about

Biman's inflight service or as
Mr Mustala puts it 'service
mentality’ but certainly the
otherwise efficient pilots could
avoid speaking Bengali with an
English accent.

For us ATP still means
‘trouble’. In fact the very next
day one of the two ATPs broke
down again at Jessore and
once again another F-28B Wwas
sent in to rescue the sen-
gers and carry technicians for
rtTpPalrinl the ever faltering
ATP.

Il 1 were with the British
Acrospace like the Biman pi-
lots/cadets “receiving gratis
training and conversion
courses in the UK", | would
have now invited Mr Sabir
Mustafa for a "gratis sales pro-
motion” visit to the British

Aerospace factory for wriling
this fivourable piece.

Tariqul Ghant (Chatham)
I'urana Paltan, Dhaka

In memory of
Mariata

Sir, Now we hardly remem-
ber MARIATA, a British eiti-
zen who committed suicide for
her beloved country
Bangladesh. We even don't
know when she committed
suicide. Really it's a matter of
sorrow that her immense con-
tribution for free and indepen-
dent Bangladesh is not re-
membered in befitting man-
ner. As a Cambridge University
student, she or public
opinton in Britain in favour of
Bangladesh Liberation Whar,
against Pakistani brutality. Her

drcams were [inally achicved
but not fully. Because after
Liberation she came to
her beloved country. she be-
came so worried observing the
inhuman condition, that she
was ¢o lled to leave
Bangladesh and later she

commitied suicide.

At the first floor ;rf Dhaka
Swadium, there is a book shop
named after her. But s ft

enough for us to pay homage to
Martata? | urge the concerned

great contribution of
Mariata in best possible way.

Raithan M.



