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22 dead in Iran :

Twenty-two people died Monday in flooding triggered by
iran, the iranian news agency Irna
AFP from Tehran.
The down also did material damage in several cities in
urr‘:rm. notably to telecommunications fa-
cilities, homes and vehicles

mam aid to Burma :

leaders demanding the release of

é

its military government. report Reuter from Tokyo.

Japan su more than 70 per cent of Burma's foreign
and ts its t supplier of imports.
.-‘lh nt should put pressure on the
Myanmar government”, said Wakako Hironaka, an

opposition government member of the Upper House.
He was at a "Burma festival” in Tokyo on the day

opposition leader San Suu Kyi should have gone to
mm&updﬂyn?:%obdmm. :

Liberals form in Kuwait : 4
p of mostly Western-educated liberals announced

the formation of the first open political party in

Kuwait, striving to start fighting for free speech and the right
for the 1992 elections, reports AP from Kuwait city.
said their Kuwaiti Democratic Forum resulted from
the Persian Gulf War, and pe:ﬂcﬂfnmrhdurﬂﬁ ground
:mllumamﬂ Iragi occupation are deter-

"We

g

to. operate above ground now,
are out our activitics more openly,” said
Abdullah Nibari, the party's secretary-general. "This should
allow us to aftract more supporters.”

The party is an attempt to unite various loosely allied
groups of Arab nationalists, leftists and supporters of the
Palestinian cause — ideas all discredited by the Gulf War.
Nibari said the new party would concentrate more on regional

US'to build schools for Haitians :

Most of the Haitlans were mt:rmptndi:yusmstﬂulrd

craft as they ‘tried to flee their Caribbean island homeland in
aging. leaky fishing boats.

A federal court in Atlanta is to hear a government
request Th for a ruling that would allow the United
States to send most back to Haiti as failing to qualify for polit-
ical asylum.

The United States says they left Haiti in search of US jobs.
US troops at Guantanamo Bay naval base meanwhile, are
handing out hamburgers, administering AIDS blood tests,
helping 51 pregnant wemen to give birth, and process-
gwmm clutching small bundles of clothes and

Th.huépﬂnmmm.orpnheac}bohhrthchun-
dreds of children in the camp.

Farmers-police clash in Belgium :

Several hund Belgian farmers clashed with police and
looted a shopping district Tuesday as European leaders held a
summit on political and economic union. reports AP/ from
Netherlands.

Several arrests were made, but no serfous injuries were

sed by the alliance
cuts in the European

Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) of farm sup-
cuts of at least 35 per

masked men of Veena
rally.

.

KARACHI : Female luﬂ:orl.un of the Pakistan People's Party
yat, a

International

Imelda urges
court to allow
return of
‘Marcos's body

MANILA, Dec 11 : Former

| first lady Imelda Marcos asked

the Supreme Court on.

Wed to allow the un-
| cond retum of her hus-
band's body from Hawaii for
burial in the Philippines, re-
ports AP

Marcos said in a petition
filed with the high tribunal
that the government ban on,
the return of body of the late
President Ferdinand Marcos
was a "wrongful interference”
the private rights of her family.
"It is pure and simple ha-

mourn the alleged rape by there more
Kiond of Banaxiv Bhutto during s Human Rights Day neotest | k. hete g b

—AFP/ UNB photo | threat to the return of the re-

Sharif orders army intelligence to probe incident

Lawyers, women protest

assault on Benazir's friend |

Hundreds of la s and
women demonstrated Monday
as anger grew over the alleged
molestation of the daughter of
a veteran politician and friend
of former Pakistani Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, re-
ports AFP.

Lawyers and women held
separate rallies in Lahore, cap-
ital of Punjab province. to
protest the incident described
by newspapers as the' gang
rape of Farhana Hayat, 40,
nicknamed Veena, reports

here said.

Meanwhile, a stream of
sympathisers called at the
home here of Veena's father,
retired politician Sardar
Shaukat Hayat.

Veena told police she was
assaulted at her home In
southern ecity of Karachi on
November 27 by a group of
armed men who, she said, had
"molested and tortured” her
for 12 hours. :

Political parties. human
rights groups and women's or-
ganizations plan more demon-
stration around the country to
protest against the attack,
which the victim claims was

motivated.

She said her molesters had
repeatedly asked estions
about her links Bhutto,
Bhutto's husband Asif All

Zardari and the couple’s politi-

cal associates. from politiclans, Tn. hu- .
Itinerary changed for security reasons

Hayat, 76, who retired from
active politics in 1978 but is
still respected as a co of
Pakistan's late founding er
Mohammad Ali Jinnah, told
reporters he had given the
government a four-day dead-
line: to arrest the culprits re-
sponsible for the attack.

Otherwise, he said, his clan
would adopt the "appropriate
course”, but he did not elabo-
rate.

The veteran politician said
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan
had sent a reply to his letter,
saying the Sind provincial gov-
ernment had been directed to
probe the incident.

Hayat said he rejected the
President's response because
it "amounts to asking a crim-
inal to sit in judgement over
his crime.” He was referring to
the President’'s son-in-law and
a key figure in the Sind admin-
istration, Irfanullah Marwat,
who he has blamed for the as-
sault on his daughter.

Marwat, Advisor on Home
Affairs to Sind Chiel Minister
Jam Sadiq Ali. has denied the
allegations as "absurd. baseless
and fabricated” and the
provincial government has
ordered a judicial inquiry into
the charges.

Newspapers for the second
day Monday published numer-
ous denunciations of the attack

mnr{ ts activists and social

and cultural organizations.

"The nation is sad”, read
one-newspaper headline. :

Opposition parties have
blasted the President for his
son-in-law's alleged repression
on in Sind and have de-
manded his re i

The Veena affair follows a
recent wave of arrests in Sind
in what the provincial govern-
ment said was a crackdown on
terrorists. Bhutto has accused

the government of throwing

-more than 2,000 of her sup-

porters into

Meanwhile Pakistan Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif ordered
Tuesday a speedy probe by mil-
itary intelligence into the al-
leged molestation of a friend of
former Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto, officials said.

In his orders from Senegal.
where he is attending the
sixth Islamic summit, Sharif
asked the inter-services intel-
ligence agency. the civilian in-
telligence bureau and the fed-
eral investigation agency to in-
vestigate the incident sepa-
rately

The three agencies have
been ordered to submit their

reports to the rmment in
"24 hours”, officials said, as
more demonstrations were

held in the country Tuesday to
denounce the alleged assault.

NEW DELHI, Dec 11 : Death
threats have forced Chinese
Ghs Mt N S
change itinerary a -
day visit to India, Indian and
Chinese officials said on

i Reuter,

Li, the first Chinese
Premier to visit India since
Chou En Lai in 1960, has been
threatened by Tibetan rebels, a
Chinese officials said.

“We have received several
letters from local Tibetan
groups. Some have even
threatened to assassinate
Premier Li during this visit",
the official, who declined to be
named, told Reuters.

"We are taking it all very se-
riously. and naturally that af-
fects the Prime Minister's
public exposure”, she said.

Li's vwvisit begins on

A spokesman for Tibet's

spiritual leader, the Dalail

Lama, described the assassina-

tion threat as a typical Chinese
fabrication.”

The charge is completely
bascless, the spokesman
added.

The Indian External Affairs
Ministry spokesman saild LI
had no plans to go out of New
Delhi during the five-day visit.

Another Indtan official said

Tibetans threaten to
assassinate Li Pen

the Chinese leader, o ly
scheduled to visit the cele-
brated Taj Mahal monument in
Agra, had changed his pians

“for security reasons.”

But, he said the security
perception comes from the
Chinese as far as we are con-
cerned Li is safe anywhere in
India.

The Chinese official saild Li
had cancelled a news confer-
ence scheduled after his talks
with Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao because of the

threat to his life.
The Dalai Lama fled to India

after a Chinese crackdown on a

scparatist Tibetan movement
in 1959,

- 3

perceive national security

mains of the late president.”
Mrs. Marcos said.

Marcos asked the Supreme
Court to stop the government
of President Corazon Aquino
from setting conditions on
when, where and how her
husband should be buried.

rcos died in September
1 in Hawai, where his fam-
ily fled shortly after the
February 1986 uprising ousted
him from 20 year in power and
catapulted Mrs. Aquino to the
presidency. , -

Floods render
2,500 homeless
in Mauritania

NOUAKCHOTT, Dec 11 : At
least one person died and
some 2,500 families were left
homeless when a dyke col-
lapsed after torrential rain in

northern Mauritania early this
week, national television said

.| Tuesday, reports AFP.

The disaster occurred in

the town of jt on Monday.
after a day of rains, the
report said

When the dyke yielded,
water hurtled into a dried-up
river bed, sweeping houses,
people and cattle away In its

The television said rescue
efforts were u

Mauritania, a arid
state in northwest Africa, is

one of the poorest countries in
the world.

Rafsanjani hails
UN report on

Iran-Iraq war
DAKAR, Senegal, Dec 11 :

|Iranian President Hashemi

Rafsanjani hailed a letter by
UN Secretary General Javier
Perez de Cuellar blaming
Baghdad for starting the Iran-
Iraq War as a “historic and im-
portant achievement for the
Islamic world™, reports AP,
Speaking on the sidelines of

la summit of the 45-nation

Organization of Islamic
Conference., Rafsanjani said
recognition of lraq as the ag-
gressor in the 1980-1988 war
was a victory for Iran and a re-
ward for the resistance of his
nation.

"After years of unfair judg-
ment, the world has now -
ized our righteousness,”
Rafsanjani told members of the
Iranian delegation on Tuesday.

Earlier Tuesday. Perez de
Cuellar formally declared in a
letter to the UN Security
Council that Iran had been in-
vaded by Saddam Hussein's

a gment long awaited by
Tehran which is seeking
closer ties to the West.

Gorbacheyv still

;

.ol.l'ier: being considered on
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- Alcohol is okay but
after lunch

Oft th{oct wd |

GENEVA : The United Nations told emp at its
in Geneva on that would
not allowed to drink alcohol before lunchtime the

trators said in a circular to all staff that a
party st alcoholism” had recommended restricting the
sale of drink in the bars and restaurants of the UN's sprawling
Palais Des Nations.

From January 1. 1992, no alcoholic drinks will be served

before 11.30 am and between the hours of three and five pm.
minutes late

NEW DELHI : The Minister of State for Power, Mr

Kalpanath Rai., was forced to apologise in the Rajya Sabha
question hour today as he reached the House five min-
utes late, reports PTI.

The hour started at 1100 hours but the first
four questions pertaining to Ministries of Finance and
Commerce were not taken up as the members who had put
the questions were absent.

As soon as the fith question was put by Mr Santosh Kumar
Sahu and the Minister was ‘found absent, there was a chorus

tion and the written
got the permission from
Dr reply. Even as Chavan stood
up to answer, Kal Rai walked into the House.
Immediately several members demanded that Rai apolo-
gise and the chairman concurred with them Rai stood up and
said "1 apologise to the House™ and calm descended.

face away to avoid a handshake Jordan's King Hussein.

Avoiding a reconciliation with both leaders is one of the
the sixth summit of the Organisation of the I[slamic
Conference (OIC) which opened in Dakar on Monday, Saudi
and Arab say.

Jordan and the Palestine Liberation tion (PLO) are
keen to patch up their differences with Saudi Arabia, which
until last year's Gulf crisis was their main source of financial

support.
Old-fashion big hugs
await for Terry
WIESBADEN, : It was something Terry Anderson

could only dream about after his kidnapping on March 16,
1985: spending Christmas at home with relatives and friends,
reports AP.
. After spending Christmas the six previous years chained
inside a cell in Lebanon, Anderson flies to the United
States on Tuesday for a -awaited holiday.
Tmmu:ﬂnghm'ﬂﬂhdhmhmhhrﬂdm!mm
carly wakeup telephone call Monday to his cousin in Long
Island, N Y.

"It was beautiful to hear his voice — no matter what time it
was,” said the cousin, Tom Anderson, a New York City police
t. "It felt so good to say 'see ya tomorrow, Terry.™
“I'm just going to give him a big. old-fashion Anderson
family hug and not let go,” said Tom Anderson, speaking from

his home in Valley Stream, N Y.

Two Koreas propose end
to cold war hostilities

SEOUL, Dec 11 : Longtime  new era of peace and justice.
rivals North and South Korea

made surprise proposals for a

nuclear-free Korea on nor the ability to develop nu-
Wﬂlnetdlr.fulllng I':fr the clear weapons,” Chung said.
elimination of weapons of mass ~ "But high-te¢h intelligence
destruction and an end to Cold  vices

War hostilities, reports AP.

In statements opening the
fifth round of high-level talks,
the prime ministers of both on your nu

de-
have gathered solid evi-
. are

nations presented separate and are increasi loudly
and different proposals  voicing their concerns.” Chung
for ng their arms race. said.

Both have made past

for denuclearization, but they rep plant and ura
have on the means nfum enrichment facilities
of going t it This was the both believed to exist in the

first time such were  North, must be
introduced in an face - North Korea's de-
to-face conference. manded a ban on nuclear
The proposals dwarfed ymbrella for South
or

“Your side maintains that
you have neither the intention

on North Korea to
mmnuchrmdruhp- by the South in
ment. )
Both proposals called for the

eliminating weapons of mass US troops and a halt to joint
destruction and banning the ;
manufacture. n or

ol nuclear arms.
Both alse would allow inspec-
tions, including checks at US
bases in South Korea, begin-

as carly as January. all
.mmm‘ would be withdrawn world
wide, including from South

}

said South Korea would an

Chung told Yon that North dL:HuM‘lﬂchrnr:
Korea's nuclear weapons pro- week of January and then put
was well documented  ,.,¢ pressure on North Korea

al Aker. three.” " L
AlHr NGTON powerful another milllon : from
‘ T @nning re-exami- that dirs 400 "He's not going to rise
- I uninginltlrnrl situation is danger- appearing. nation of US defense spending to help dismantle Moscow's the ashes this thime.” said one
'- SoR Son mhnl wd“- “Th'i: -lu ‘s senlor dq;tdhntm“'h—hr
: committee s
Benes_ Anited Derviees the “The whole Soviet Union i»  Republican. Rep. Willam signed into law Jegisiation
disappearing.” Aspin said after Dickinson of ma. salid normalizing trade relations
a two-hour closed-door brief Mmmnﬂmn with the Soviets. Congress ap-
by Qates that followed a that Soviet President S proved the "most favoured na--
zHM'“'nInih Oorbachev “is losing out” as tion" trade status for the
the drawing board.” central control unmavels. Soviets just before adjourning
h:- alse eriticized last month.

Bush for his relue- Two other sources who at- -z‘w

tance o endorse a dirs 1 bil- Hlﬂlhkﬂ’. the accord Is
on package of US aid to the only on condition of (o increase trade between the
Soviet just before Congress ty. said Oates por- two countries, which now to-
adjourned for the year Bush's Qorbachev as in charge tals dirs 4 billion & , most
stlence forced Aspin and other of the country's foreign of it US grain and tm
lawmakers to through on relations and said even that  ports of oll and precieus met-

their own a version power is eroding dls from the Soviets



