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Of Mysticism and Medieval Poetry

by Fayza Haq

There was “Ishkedara” to be heard on the
nd. The scent of roses, marigold and
tuberoses fillled the air. Dignitaries from Mid-
dle Eastern countries and Europe, and local in-
tellectuals sat around with expectations.
Meanwhile, the life and works of the Turkish
poet, Yunus Emre, was being read and dis-
cussed at the National Museum.

Yunus Emre had lived and written nea
700 years ago. This was pointed out by -
uz Zaman, a former . Scholars and
researchers are precise about analysing his life,
Mr. Zaman said. He pointed out these scholars
had established that he lived in the second half
of the 13th century, and the early section of
the 14th century. He was a contemporary of
the well-known poet Jelaluddin Rumi, it was
added. .

Mr Zaman stressed on how Emre, in some
of his works, had expressed deep grief at the
death of Rumi. He talked about how Yunus
Emre lived in Anatolia, in the heart of Turkey,
among simple village folks, and could be con-
sidered a type of wandering minstrel.

The ex-ambassador spoke of how the poet's
work clearly indicated that he had a high level

of knowledge of Is-
lamic mysticism,
literature and the
Holy Quran. It was
reminded that he
had mastered Ara-
bic, and Persian to
such perfection
that he could recite
the Holy Quran in
Turkish and trans-
late poems of Rumi
and Sadi of Shiraz.
During his life
time, Emre had be-
come a legenda

figure and a fol

saint, it was
stressed.

"Pure rkish
language litera-
ture owes a great
debt of gratitude to
Emre. He is the

first known poet to
use Turkish lan-

only. His Is
the of the
ordinary folk. It

does not have any
frills", Mr. Zaman
pointed out. He
aflded that his poe-
try doés not have
the elaborate struc-
ture of Persian, the

language used by the contemporary t
m-tﬂhﬂudhymtﬂmhmpocuom
time.

He added that it may be noted in passing
that — even the poet Igbal of Pakistan wrote
some of his best poems in Persiah, although
his mother tongue was Urdu. It was stressed at
the seminar that Yunus Emre was a trail blazer,
and his poems circulated t Anatolia
for seven centuries. It was pointed out that this
was the time of the Seldjuk dynasty, and was
followed for the next six centuries by the Otto-
mans. Even the intellectuals who had gathered
at the auditorium were interested in this in-
formation. It was stressed with vehemence
that the Turkish ¢ and lterature re-
mained influenced by Persian until the
advent of Turkish Republic in 1023,
Emre's work, naturally, has tremendous im-
portance on the present Turkish national lan-
guage, even though he fived in the medieval
times.

It was said by Mr. Zaman that along the road
of progress of Turkish nation, that Turkish
language has had many vicissitudes. Thus to-
day's Turkish language bears very little resem-
blance to the language used by literary figures

UZ system root cause of |

who dominated the Ottoman period.” What is
remarkable, he added, is that the language
used in Anatolia even today has striking resem-
bhmm Enﬂththellngulgchﬂ of Emre. "It was said

mre's popularity grew with si
time, and that therelare at Ieut-dmenp::utﬂ!
Han towns who claim'to have his tomb.

Emre's permanence and power comes from
his subject of timeless significance and the
theme is love. He uses direct , it was
pointed out at the talk, "The language that
comes frobm his heart. In a that is both
simple and beautiful. Yunus Emre's poetry is
replete with yearning for a union with his
creator. Here he is in the best Sufi tradition of
Islamic poetry and particularly of the Mevlana.
irdﬂ}r the language is earthy Anatolian,” is was

The fact that Emre was deeply attached to
God and his, Prophet Mohammed was re-
marked upon. There are allusions to and
Mohammed, it was stated. Thése were de-
clared as "masterpieces of directness and sim-
plicity. His faith was in the best humanist tradi-
tion.” It was added that Emre's poems are full
of supremacy of love for the true faith:

"For Heaven's
sake,

What is faith or
creed without
love?

The heart is
where God's truth
rests.”

Human life ac-.
co to Emre, it
was said on the oc-
casion, encompass-
es only "a segment
albeit, an impor-
tant part, of the
long journey from
the time, without
beginning, to time
without end. The
purpose of coming
into the world is
for man to know
himself and God.”
It was ted out
that Emre refuses
to stay within the
narrow confines of
formalised religion.
The poet speaks
mt-

"Yunus Emre
says (o you
Pharisee makes
the holy pilgrimage
Il need be a
= hundred times
But if you ask me

The visit to heart is best of all.”

It was made clear at the seminar that we
have every reason to discover and laud Yunus
Emre in Bangladesh. It was said that the
"directness of his language and his ceascless
yearning to unftc with his friend, the Lord
finds an echo in our and literature. It
is remarkable that what comes of Anatolia finds
its counterpart in the lilting poems of Lalon.” .

In literature in general. and particu-
larly in Bangladesh, folk poetry and music oc-
cupy a very large space, it was said. In Yunus
Emre’'s poems. one finds "more than a hint of
Baul, which inspired the Bengali poet Tagore.”
it was stressed that in “Lalon, in Hason Raja.
and in our times in Nazrul, the yearning to
meet the creator of this universe” is & constant
theme.

Speaking at the function on the were
also the State Minister, Professor Jahanara
Begum. and Jamiruddin Sircar, chatirman of
UNESCO National Commission for Bangladesh.

Such a seminar that traces our local poetry

and shows its important literary linkage with
other friendly countries — with a common her-
itage — is of mantrlEh consequence.
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teachers submit :

memo to PM |
Dec 20

By Staff Correspondent l
, Shikkhak Otkya | -
Parishad (BSOP) announced

elaborate programme Monday

for realising its 15 T:lnt char-
ter of démands includ en-

hancement of salary of the 1
non- nt teachers and
m 100 per cent.
The programmes an-
nounced at a press conference
included submission of memo-
randum to the Prime Minister

or the Education Minister
December 20, token strike in

secondary schools January 19,
meeting of the teachers,
guardians and com-
mittees in all the schools
January 21, rallies and proces-
sions at the upazila levél
Jan 26, rallies and proces-

sions at the district level Ja-
nuary 30 and a grand national

BSOP leaders in the press
conference held at the
National Press Club also
threatened.to go for an indefi-
nite strike if their demands
were not realised by that time.
The decision may come at the
national conference scheduled

for February 9.

RDRS completes
phase-II project
in Ctg

Rangpur Dinajpur Rural
Service(RDRS) has completed
its phase-Il post-cyclone re-
habilitation project in three
upazilas of Chittagong and
Cox's Bazar districts at a cost
of US Dollar 625 thousand, re-
ports UNB.

The upazilas are Anwara.
Moheshkhali and Chokoria.

A comprehensive agricul-
ture rehabilitation programme
with the financial cooperation
of Italy has been planned by
the government which is
scheduled to be implemented
simultaneously in Mirserai,
Sitakunda and Sandwip upazi-
las under Chittagong district
soon, reports BSS.

This was disclosed at a
meeting of the visiting Italian
delegation with the Agriculture

and Irrigation, Water
Development and Flood
Control Minister A Majid-ul-
Huq in Bangladesh Secretariat
on Tuesday.

The members of the delega-
tion include the director, Asia
region, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Italy. Sergio
coordinator,

Scarantino,
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Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Foru
\ A discussion meeting on "The significance of December 6
in our national life" under the auspices of the Jattyatabadi
Ainjibi Forum, Bangladesh will be held from 4:30 pm to 9:00

pm at Rose Bank Club, House No.6, Road No.4, Dhanmandi
Residential Area today.

Protest rally on Tinbigha transfer

Jattya Ganatantrik Party will hold a protest rally on
Tinbigha transfer in front of Golap-Shah Majar at 3 pm today

(Wednesday).
The rally has been organised to demand transfer of the

Tinbigha corridor to Bangladesh by the Dec 16, as agreed
earlier by India.

A press release said the Party President Shafiul Alam
Pradhan will lead a protest procession after the rally.

Press conference of Finance Minister
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman has convened a press
conference today (Wednesday) at 12:30 pm at the Hotel
Sheraton to exchange views with the journalists on the exist-
ing economic situation of the country.

Lions Club of Dhaka Oriental

The regular weekly meeting of the Lions Club of Dhaka
Oriental will be held today (Wednesday) at 6:30 pm at the
Sung Garden Chinese Restaurant at Bijoynagar.

Rotary Club of Dhaka Mid-town
The mluunkbrmﬂ%nﬂhr Rotary Club of Dhaka
Mid-town will be held today (Wednesday) at 5:30 pm at the
Sheraton Hotel.

Club of Dhaka North West

weekly meeting of the Rotary Club of Dhaka
West will be held today (Wednesday) at 5:30 pm at the

Hotel Sonargaon.
Rotary Club of Dhaka Buriganga

w-ﬂWMﬂhﬁdﬂm
be held today y) at 5:30 pm at the

Hotel Sotmrgaon.

speaker for this week is Prof T E C Barns,
Consultant World Bank/ WHO in Bangladesh. He will speak on
development of health deltvery service.

Death anni of Ostad Mir Quashem
seventh death anniversary of Ostad Mir Quashem Khan

g

!

today (Wednesday) through Quran Khwant,
for the distressed and discussion meeting at
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Seminar on computer courses

The Computer Education and Training Centre [CETC) of
International University of Business ulture and
Tec (IUBAT) anneunces a half Curriculum
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs Dr
Aldo Secignano and a senior
offictal of the Italian
government Dr Fullrio Novero.

After the devastating tor-
nado of April this year an
Itallan Study team visited the
affected areas of Chittagong
and examined the technical
feasibility of agriculture reha-
bilitation in those arecas with
the collaboration of the gov-
ernment of Italy.

The Agriculture Minister
while attending the FAO con-
ference in Rome recently fi-
nalised the modalities for the
implementation of the pro-

gramme with his Itallan coun-
terpart.

The programme has been
designed for implementation
in three s s within 18
months. The programme will
benefit the poor and midlevel
farmers mainly during their

crisis period.-
The Agriculture Minister
thanked the government of

italy for extending help and
cooperation in agriculture de-
velopment of Bangladesh.

[ killed, 4 hurt
in road mishap

A man was killed and four
others were injured, fwo seri-
ously, when a truck turned tur-
tle at Narikelbagh near Jingira

Bazar in Keraniganj upazila
Tuesday morning police said,
reports UNB.

The victim was identified
as Karim Sikdar (45) of village
Subarnashur  in Keraniganj
upazilas. He died at Salimullah
Medical College Hospital
(SMCH).

His brothers Akram Alf
Sikdar (30) and Abdur Rahim
Sikdar (35) , who sustained
serious injury; were admitted
to the SMCH. Two others in-

jured were Nuru (35) and

Yousuf (20) of Ruhitpur village.
They were going to Jingira

Bazar by the truck loaded with

1

vegetables. The truck was be-
ing driven by a helper.

Namaj-e-janaza of former Prime Minister Ataur Rahman Khan was hul
Mukarram Mosque in the city on Tuesday.

Italy assures help for
agri rehabilitation

—

New political
party floated
By Staff Correspondent

A new political
a

and objectives of unching

white revolution in the coun-

‘?mnhl Shah Alam (51)
who was a candidate of
February 27 election at a
conference at the Natiornal
Press Chub announced launch-
ing of his party as its con-
venor.

Joint convenors of the party
are: Kazi Iqbal Faruk and,
Kamruzzaman Kabir.

- Noter Dame College
Requests applications for
Lecturers of , prefera-
bly with some teaching ex-
periences at this college or
elsewhere.

party
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The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
Congratulatory and .Condolence Messages, Get-
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-

ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

- For booking details, please contact :
Advertisement Mansager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035

Antwerp have been relayed to M. V. "INFINITY" V-547

Import Rotation No. 863/91 is due 10 arrive Chittagong on ¢

about 13/12/1991 from Singapore.
signees are requested o take delivery of their cargo from

FCL containers within 5 days free time from the date

landing and if cargo not cleared within 45 days will be guided
Customs Act.

BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LTD.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG.
AS AGENTS: D. §. R. LINES LTD. ROSTOCK.
PHONES: 500440, 503317, 500686/88.

MEENR BIZR ! MEEAN BZR !

The Gulshan Ladies Community
Club will organise a MEENA BAZAR in
aid of Free Medical Dispensary, Immuni-
sation Center, Family Planning Clinic, Pri-
mary School for boys and girls, and Adult
Literacy Center on Friday, December 13th,
1991 at the Gulshan North Park, Road No.
83, Gulshan.

Entry Cards will be available at the gate.

import to the UK w0 have won
awards at two SUC Cessive
International Motor Shows. Yes, a
recognition  of  Proton’s  high
standards of quality and reliability !
Share the Proton pride. Buy its gold
winning qualities.

48, Purana Paltan, Dhaka. Tel - 8398715
419-420, Tejgaon LA, Dhaka Tel : 882101
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