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Dhaka, Tuesday, December 10, 1991

Highly Dangerous

No sooner have we begun to recover from the
shock of the unwarranted and lhnmuﬁhly un-

phg:ﬂm&nts of December 6 in Dhaka, we
are with the news of the killings of three
Hathazari u in Chit by armed
lieved to belong to the Islami Chattra

aided by National Democratic Party (NDP)
udging by reports in the press, the attack
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manner and murderous nature
l“‘e“mn.'llﬂ:m:k.t:*n:m.:q:»led with the level of weaponry
the fatlure of the police to act, pointed
growth of a highly dangerous genre of po-
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events at Hathazari however

, it is a spill-over
events of Chittagong University situated

s kill flelds. In
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problem is what we have come
to term "campus terror”.
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handful of fanatical terrorists ever since Dec 22
which time Shibir activists have been

a relentless, violent, torturous campaign
to remove the incumbent Vice-Chancellor.

The crude fact of student violence may seem
symptomatic of the general level of ill-health of

E

law and order across the country, but what makes
the situation in Chittagong even more erous
than the rest is its organised, ideo-

logically-driven character. The need for govern-
ment action ng an end to the spiral is
therefore all the more pressing.

Unfortunately, we have séen or even heard

s little from those res ble for law and

order, namely the minister for home affairs and

officials, about what they intend to do.

indifference to such a-high level of

organised violence has never been within the

bounds of acceptability, and has now reached the
height of irresponsibility.

The leaders of the Jamaat-e-Islami, who never
miss a chance tg lecture other parties on the
niceties of democratic behaviour, should be made
to answer a few questions about the activities of
their student front too. But the government must
live up to its responsibility in Chittagong by tre-

mm young men as nothing more than
., Whichever party they may belong to.

At the same time, the Chancellor may also
consider ordering a thoro investigation into
how thfl university came nt::u m;_ch a g:rrtnss l::f
one well-organised para-military force the

10 years or more. The nation needs to kni

successive Vice-Chancellors and administra-
tions allowed such a situation to develop, so that
would act as a warning to other universities not
tread the same path.

Rokeya Day

Yesterday was Begumn Rokeya Day. Days com-
memorating celebrities are quite oiten observed
more as a matter of ritual by coteries of people
expecting -to reap benefit from the act. In the
process’ the person truH' worthy of a truer re-
membrance, is canonised and a yearly offering of
all the fetid cliches in the world is made. Mean-
ing nothing, meant to be nothing. Even Tagore
and Nazrul seem not to have been spared by this
m&a of unmistakable degeneration. While we

those two great masters would very easily
survive the onslaught of putrefaction, we must
with all our might guard against Begum Rokeya's
works atﬂd ideals, l;l;ﬁlluﬂts ﬂ~:-:u'u;l acl;}wements
coming to any harm ose effusions of unmean-
ing hymns. ’Hn truly incom ble Rokeya is too
precious an heirloom, too living a legacy, to be
&ven up, even by a centimetre, in exchange of

e trash that 1s disgorged ceremonially on
memorial observances.

Why do we limit Rokeya by calling her the
of the emancipation of the Bengalee Mus-

Iim womanhood? Instead of eulogising her with
so much of well-meant and yet very wrong lauda-
tory , all of us must dive deep into the
literature she has left for us and all

posterity. Perusal of even a few gages of that
supreme example of immaculate Bengali prose
would convince anyone that what she was ad-
dressing was a general social awakening, with
emphases first on the Muslim community and
then on the woman of this community came, al-
beit very forcefully, only incidentally. Her setting
"up a school for Muslim girls only added to the
confusion of her trué role as an indomitable
mamst social backward and religious bl%-

. it will rest cumiletely on personal taste
whether to value her work more as a camp er
or as an avant garde intellectual and a rare liter-
artist. One is so undistinguishably part of the

in the person and the creations of Begum

. With the gradual decline of the intellec-
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tual life of the Bengalee people as a whole, it is
Rokeya the cam r is remembered and that
too as a matter of lifeless routine.

Rokeya's entire life, which was rather short,
was devoted to a process of becoming sumcthuﬁ
which she was not born into. A 'kind of perpetu
rejection of unchosen bearings in order to realise
c goals. That was very very special to Begum
Rokeya — something that cannot be said of a lot of
our great people. Born a feudal, she endeavoured
all her life to become ordi . Born an outsider
to Bengali society as one born and med into
the of Urdu and Persian into a taboo
for Be . she became one of the finest writers
of the Bengali language.

There's a faint yet very unmistakable footstep

of a 'women’s lib' campaigner in Rokeya also, who

lncldcntalgutd t very importantly, happened
to be the anz'onlywrlterofth%enmpglﬂt
can be so called — feminist science fiction.

We salute her memory and we mean to under-

stand her and take her words and acts to our -

pre-planned and ruthlessly executed. -
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mourners, but count-
less millions mourn the death

of hope. For

was
soldiers of the Free World who
claimed -

1
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HE political disintegr-
ation of the Soviet
Union is causing conc-
ern in India, where growing
rcgionalism in the states is
already the source of some
anxety.

Secesslonist activitics are
now conflined to the border
states ol Punjab, Kashmir and
Assam and some tribal pockets
in the country's northeast. But
other states have also wit-
nessed an upl‘urr in regional-

er

ism, providing tile ground
for centrifugal forces to gain an
upper hand.

Ominous voices against Lhe
present federal system now
are heard in different parts ol
India. They are considered

signals.

The loudest such voice —
and most authentic because he
is a politician of pre-indepen-
dence vintage and chiel minis-
ter of a state — comes [rom
Biju Patnaik, in the eastern
region of Orissa.

Patnafk is demanding finan-
cial independence for the
states and a new constitution
which would give New Delhi
powers only over defence and
currency. Even on foreign pol-
icy he wants the states to have
the last word.

In the southern state of
Tamil Nadu, the former chiefl
minister, Mutuvel Karunanidhi
of the regionalist party Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam, has res-
urrected calls to assert the
Dravidian identity of southern
India.

Karunanidhi's party first
came to power in Tamil Nadu
in 1967 using the slogan of
"Dravidian consciousness,” or-
ganising demonstrations agai-
nst the central government's

{ imposition of Hindi as the

national language and denoun-
cing what it called rule by
"imperialist Delhi.”

Even in the western state of
Gujarat, a chiel minister whose
government depcends on back-
ing from New Delhi for its
political survival, now speaks
openly of increasing state
powers. Chiel Minister Chim-
anabhail Patel has called for
“just and cquitable distri-
bution” of funds for develop-
ment projccts and has assailed
New Delhi for "throttling the
legitimatc rights and aspira-
tions of the state.”

Noting that "despite strict
discipline and an iron grip
over the states, the Soviet
Union is disintegrating,” he
has also advised the central
government to meet demands
by the states so as to avoid a
confrontation.

Further disconcerting evi-
dence of subnationalist chau-
vinism came recently in the
south where the neighbouring
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Letters

address.
Disinvestment

Sir, The government plans
to disinvest sugar mills in
North Bengal and leave them
to private sector. Besides sur-
plus and idle labour, sugar
mills are reported to be run-
ning at loss. But so far produc-
tion of sugar is concerned, the
whole country is dependant on
North Be . Du British
reign lhcng;l‘t l’:wﬁ:fllh were
installed, owned and
by non Bengall Indians. In
Pakistan days, erstwhile EPIDC
set up few new mills.

In North Bengal the indus-
trial growth is extremely poor
primarily due to keeping the
region just as hinterland for

e ———

for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

world over who suffered from
helplessness and frustration,
who falled 0 feed their fami-
les for reasons within or
beyond their cootrol. commu-
nism was the coca leal to ward
off r. it was a hallucino-
gen. tion from exploita-
tion was the theology of
Oodless communism — the
new optum of the masses. In
reality., it was a toxin which
induced mass torpor and
robbed the people of industry
and enterprise. Communism

that the poor shall
inherit the earth. Always
promised. but never delivered.

r-ulmuithmm and are

not in all, the masses
e

ustily exercising thetr ju
Although this new-found

to do away with totalitarian
regimes has not always been
replaced by convenants of
ful coexistence, it is
that the current con-

flicts which exist in some of
the new democracies will
sort themselves out.

However, the credit for the
collapse of the communist

political system is unabashedly
co-opted by the economic sys-

countries.” Neither the super-
sophisticated econometrists
nor the liberation theclogists
have convinced the masses
with concrete results of their
conviction. . the
"Middle Path" followers of the
Leflt discovered that their
paths lead to nowhere. The
fajlure of Julius Nyerere's
"ujaama” and Ne Win's
"Burmese Way to Socialism”
dashed the hopes of many.
Some of those on the Right
can at least claim to have bro-
ken the back of poverty
in their countries. that as it

Salvation is not to be found in the corridors of the Karl Marx Institute or Harvard University. It may lie in
negotiating the ‘shanko’ which the economic engineers must cross to get to where most Bangladeshis live.

Democracy, which seemed
to be on the ropes in Asia,
Africa and Latin America and

ractically dead in Eastern

urope less than fifteen years
ago. is making a dramatic
comeback. Not only in coun-
tries under communism but
also in dozens of others sad-
dled with the ifllegitimate
product of East-West conflict

— the of the Left
and the Right. The success of
the who defled and

brought down the
whble system of communism
in many countries
people elsewhere to
the power of individual dicta-

tors. In country after country,

tem called capitalism. To be
sure, capitalism has thrived in
countries where democracy is
also flourishing. But the two
should not be confused. There
is no automatic correlation.

apitalism since the
country’'s independence forty-

. capitalism has pros-
pered in many autocratic
countries. The [ailure of its.

challenger makes in diffi-
cult to disprove capitalism's
claim to validity as the only
way for mankind to achieve
prosperity and everlasting

Third World countries.
Despite their economic power,
many industrialised countries
have not succeeded in climi-

economic
(sometimes too) (ree enter-
prise.

The era of simple answers
— of Five Year Plans or "laissez-

fatre” — is over. For nearly half

a century, scores of poor coun-

trics have deluded themselves

into pursuing one philosophy

or the other and referring to
"developing

themselves as

D.K. Joshi writes from New Delhi

success of

from the curse of poverty and,
at the same time. preserving
individual freedom must begin
and end at home — In one's
own country. Political eco-
nomic and social thinkers of a
poor country like Bangladesh
must devote greater energy to
gaining a better understanding
of thetr own country than mas-
tering the philosophy of V. L
Lenin or Malcolm Forbes.
Salvation is not to be found in
the corridors of the Karl Marx
Institute or Harvard University.
It e in negotiating the
Shanko which the economic
engineers must cross to get to
where most is live.
The call has gone out for a

Soviet Break-up Have Domino Effect on India

In a row of by-elections Indian Prime Minister Narasimha Rao has strengthened his
Congress Party's ténuous hold on power. The 70-year-old Rao faces great challenges —
economic difficulties coupled with sectarianism .and regional chauvinism that threaten the
integrity of India. Many Indians fear the political disintegration of the Soviet Union could
spur the break-up of their vast countrv. But, a composite culture and the flexibility of the
democratic political svstem will ensure the unitv of India. |
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slates of Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka squabbled over how
to share the waters of the
Cauvery River.

Moreover, the Tamil Nadu
state legislature recently
passed a resolution demanding
re-transfer to India of a Liny
islet in Palk Bay, ceded to Sri
Lanka in 1974. Bul this was
the Tamil emotions gctting the
better of India’'s national pol-

India is a multi-linguistic,
multi-religious, multi-cultural
and multi-ethnic nation whosc
diversities cannot be painted
with the same brush of multi-
national character as in the
Soviet Union,

[3roadly, there are four areas
of possible confliet:

* Economically less devel-
oped areas have spurred sub-
national sentiments. For
example, many tribal pcoples
in the eastern states of Bihar,
West Bengal and Orissa have
supported the demand for a

scparate tribal state known as
Jharkhand.

Rao - Prime Minister with a huge challenge

1: Jawaharial Nehru 1947-64 (Congress)

2: Lal Bahadur Shastri 1964-66 (C)

3: Iindire Gandhi 1966-77, 1980-84 (C)
4: Morarji Desal 1977-79 (Jansta Party)

5: Charan Singh 1979-80 (JP)
6: Rajiv Gandhi 1984-89 (C)

7: V.P. Singh 1989-90 (Janata Dai)

And cconomically ncglected
hill districts of Uttar Pradcesh
in north India are campaigning
for a scparate Uttarakhand
state. Complaints of discrimi-
nation and cconomic exploita-
lion of castern Assam state
have assumed separatist over-
toncs.

* Arcas with distinct eth-
nic identity and minimal
influence of the mainstrcam
Indian culture such as remote
north eastern states.

* Somc political leaders in
Tamil Nadu seck 1o dssert
Dravidian identily and Tamil-
language.

* Kashmir and Punjab
where religious lundamental-
ism has provided momentum
Lo separatism.

Critics of the ruling
Congress Party and many opin-
jon-makers want India to take
a lesson from devclopments in
the Soviet Union and Yugos-
lavia. They want states to be

granted greater autonomy
before it s too late.
They point out that the
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Calcutta, in the past, and at
prescnt, for Dhaka. To arrest
the rot there so far accumu-
lated and causing poor indus-
trial, economical, commercial
growth, the sugar mills need
to be sold only to the genuine
entrepreneurs of the region.
Profits earned by the new
owners nced 1o be mandatori-
ally invested in the region with
tax. bencfits only at t for
first 15 to 20 years and should
never be transferred outside
the region. Such conditions for
disinvestment of industries’
there will help remarkably to
develop the neglected region
industrially, commeretally,’
qucultu.r‘ﬁy within a short
time.

In the context of this,
would the government particu-
larly Ministrics of Industrics
and Finance look into the sug-
gestion for the greater interest

of the neglected region.
Md Anwarul Afzal,
Raninagar, Naogaon

Sycophants

Sir, Of the many varying na-
ture of human instinct syco-

phancy is a peculiar phe-
nomenon. It is servility not
obedience, and should not be
fused with the art of pleasing.
It entails and involves a nature
of perpetual toeing the line of
the masters — frrespective of
right or wrong — where the
actions are devoid of moral

-scruples. For sycophancy is

nothing except in relation to
desire, it is not complete ex-
cept in relation to a purpose in
a specific situation and time.
Sycophants are one of the
many sub-species in every walk
of our life and loom large in

. our deecaying society where

[ramers of the Indian constitu-
tion had recognised that, given
India’'s diversity, it needced a
strong centrc to make the
country stay together.

The constitution was
drafted against the backdrop of
partition of India which led to
displacement of millions of
people and large-scale vio-
lence. The partition also sig-
nalled the beginning of the
border dispute with Pakistan
over Kashmir. The integration
of over 500 princely states into
the Indian union was another
major. challenge.

It was therefore natural that
it provided for a strong centre
capable of protecting the
independence and integrily of
the country against dangers
from within and [rom abroad.

The Congress Party spear-
headed the anti-colonial
movement and provided sta-
bility to a vast and varied coun-
try. The party’'s monopoly on
power was first broken in
1967 when' opposition parties
assumed office in many north-

Their masters can be in pro-
fessional or political realm
where they flourish most re-
quiring an endless effort to
sing to the master's tune. The
question of the good of the or-
ganisation, society or nation at
large becomes secondary. To
cite an example, a large finan-
cial institution that has col-
lapsed recently is widely seen
as’a nemesis of the wrong-do-
ings of a section of people
working there. This institution
had bred some sycophants.
They deemed proper to kee

their masters alive and we

with the perpetuation of their
own gains. Unfortunately, their
haven of sycophancy caved in
with the of the insti-
tution. The vision of our politi-
cal leaders are sometimes
blurred the simmering
problems of the country be-
cause of these sycophants.

Therefore, the leaders of fi-

nancial and political institu-
tions should resolve to shear

‘ aflter the i

about
Post Office — waiting decision
of the authorities. Similarly
there lies a vessel worth about

crn stales and in West Bengal
and Tamil Nadu. Many of these

pariies came to power partly
tl:rh):'.ﬂplulﬂng regional inequali-

The mood Immediately

nce was of
consolidation. Even in Kashmir
the popular sentiments repre-
scnied by charismatic state
leader. Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah and his National
Conference party favoured
complete Integration with
India.

Secessionist elements in
India's northeast were sup-
pressed. The. le tribal
leader Phizo was exiled to
Britain. In neighbouring Miz-
oram state separatist leader
Laldenga surrendered arms
and sought compromise with
New Delhi. Goa was decol-

onised [rom the Portuguese in’

1961 and Sikkim, a protec-
torate, was annexed to the
Indian undon in 1975.

But centrifugal forces have
begun to surface in the last
decade. Besides political shilts,
major socio-economic hanges
in the 44 years since indepen-

dence have profoundly
changed India.

The modernisation of a
raditional seciety has created
tcnsions which have been ex-
acerbated by the economic
problems facing the country.
New Delhi's mishandling of
secessionist challenges in
Kashmir and Punjab has given
impetus Lo centrifugal forces.

Iin an attempt to pre-empt a
" more conce bid for greater
autono by the states, New

Delhi recently convened a
meeting of chiel ministers and
agreed to put "centre-statc re-
lations on an even keel” at the
carliest opportunity through
"mutual consultations and co-

opcration” with the states.

The Central government

agreed to consider more than

200 recommendations of the

Sarkaria Commission appoin-

ted by Indira Gandhi gov-

crnment in 1983 and forgot-
ten after it submitted its re-

port on centre-state relations.
It was also agreed to create a

mechanism to coordinate the
actions and
centre and the state govern-
ments.

policies of the

The question that many ob-

themselves off these syco-
phants to
tive of the practicalities that
necessitates decisive action to
solve the pitiless crisis of this
nation.

Mahmood Hasan
Monipuripara, Dhaka

get a clear perspec-

Goods under
Customs custody

Sir, It is apparent that

goods worth crores of taka are
lying uncared for under the
custody of Customs authority.
For instance, as re
there lie goods worth

five crore in different Custom
House
goods worth about Tk five

rted,
t Tk

godowns in Dhaka,

crore in Biman Corporation
complex, goods worth about
Tk one crore at [ICD,

r., and goods worth
one crore at Foreign

Tk three crore uncared for at
Fatulla Ghat. All this eareless-
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of life even
h the elusive
It is time original

thinking,

' ®
SCTVETrs arc now is: “will

disagreements tend to be
resolved by adjustments, a par-
liamentary system and consti-
tutional guarantees of funda-
mental rights act as safety
valves. The Indian constftution
has a clear-cut. division of
power between New Delhi and
the states. It is not ri and
can be amended to suft new
situations. Al it has been
amended 73 times in the four
decadcs of its existence.

. As a police states the Sovict
Union did not provide and out-
let for protest against authori-
tarfanism of its communist
rulers.

India has multi-party
democracy whereas the Sovict

Union was governed by a single

While the possibilitics Jof
some sort of domino 'effect’ of
the developments in the Soviet
Unien cannot be ruled out,
India's Achilles heel is eco-_
nomic and not so much ethnic
rivalry, regionalism and sectar-
fanism. ,

Centrifugal forces will get
the better of centripetal foreccs
only when India's ecconomy
falls apart. — GEMINI NEWS

D. K. JOSHI is a senior
Indian journalist who has
worked for several national

newspapers.



