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a way to observe the first anniversary of
the fall of autocracy? The Awami League has ac-
the police; and therefore, by implication,

nt; the BNP called it a ac-
AL and the Five Party leaders blamed both
BNP and the AL for the Friday's disruptjon of
the political rallies. They were all. as we may well
— as we hope to remember — partners
in the fight for democracy just one year ago. Not
only that, during the nine years of to

the illegal and corrupt regime Gen

E

these same and their allles, with a
few ups and downs, had worked together, -
suffered together and had earmed the confidence

_of the people together. For these parties to now
accuse one another, of all sorts of crimes, within

year of that remarkable phase, is not only sad
but downright demoralising.

There will be many explanations of what hap-
pened last Friday. Many more will be its interpre-
tations. What, however, needs no indepth analysis
nor too much introspection is that all parties in-
volved — and victimised — in.the sad incident
should show utmost restraint in their follow-up
~ activities. We are not too sure of the wisdom of

the Awami ue's call for an 8-hour general
strike. We are far less sure of the wisdom of the
Home Ministry's press note putting the total
blame on the shoulder of one particular party.
However, we are seriously concerned at the drift
of things. The parties that brought democracy to
the country seem to have gone into accusations
and actions without a thorough investigation ol
what actually happened two days ago. Was it a
"well planned conspiracy” as claimed by the
secretary general of the ruling party? His
counterpart from the AL thought it fit to blame
the Prime Minister for directing the police
atlack. All these can at best be called over-
reaction and at worst, immature political out-
burst. Such statements lead to deep scars and

What had happened on the first anniversary of
the fall of autocracy is shameful. It is not too diffi-
cult to the pleasure that the remnants of
the forces of autocracy may be deriving from all
" this. The danger of it is that the two leading par-
ties, AL and BNP, are running the risk of moving
[urther away from the spirit of unity that held
them together; and with them the whole country
may be dragged into a quagmire. Given the high
passion that seem to be dominating the decision
making process of both the parties, it is difficult
to imagine that much constructive thinking will
emerge from either. The other members of the
old unity must, therefore, work hard to prevail
upon the two principal actors to restrain them-
selves. They must realise that last year they were
driving a usurper from power. Today they — both
the ruling party and the opposition — are part of
the process of governance. In running the affairs
of the State many things may go wrong and many
things will. But they must be handled with
moderation and maturity. The speed with which
both the BNP and the AL seem to go after each
other within minutes of the sad episode, does not
auger well for democracy.

A Welcome Development

We never really understood why it began about
seven years ago. but we sure are glad it is about to
end — the sordid and tragic hostage drama in the
war torn Lebanon. The release of Terry Anderson,
the chief Middle East correspondent of the
Associated Press, marks the end of an important
chapter in the macabre history of victimising the
innocent that became a hall mark of the events in
that region. We sincerely welcome the release of
all the hostages and hope that the two Germans.
still being held, would also be freed soon.

The release of the hostages amounts to a major
success of the United Nations whose negotiator,
Giandominico Picco, was able to open dialogue
with and between all the concerned actors in the
hostage affair, who have not been in communica-
tion with one another before. It is to the credit of
the outgoing Secretary-General of the United
Nations Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, that he was
able to see the end of the hostage crisis before

ending his term.

The release of the western hostages is indica-
tive of major changes in the politics® of the region.
It can be taken as a final signal that the anti-
western Iran is finally set on a pragmatic course
in its foreign relations. Following the death of
Imam Khomeini in 1989 and the coming into
power of President Rafsanjani, Iran has gradually
— but slowly — moved away from its strident anti-
Americanism. These waves have been recipro-
cated by the Bush administration who paid
US$260 million in compensation for weapons
impounded during the Iran-Iraq war.

Syria also played a very constructive role in
leading towards the resolution of the hostage
crisis. Seeing the dramatic changes in global pol-
itics, and not being able to count on its long term

— Soviet Union — any more, Syria was
ed to face the fact that it needed to change
the direction of its international relations and try
to neutralise old adversaries, if not gain new
friends. The most dramatic signal of this shift was
President Asad's agreement to sit face-to-face
with Israel during

in the Middle East, that the hostage re-
Indicates. Iran and Syria now seem
amenable to the prospect of closer ties with the
West. Syria now clearly follows a policy which is
more conducive towards establishing peace in
_ But while the Arab hardliners seem to
soften, Israel appears to become more belliger-
ent. Isracl must respond — or be made to re-
by the US — to the prospect of peace that
now opening up in the Middle East.
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no ha
tred. is a question
of propriety., of decorum.
Foundation stones are laid only
once, {f the site and the insti-
lution are the same. it would
be setting a dangerous prece-
dent if these historic monu-
ments are removed and

|| government.

| would like to believe that
the report was not true but |
must say that there exists, un-
fortunately. a curtous tendency
to deny or to distort history. In
some of the later records and
reports about the untversity at
Khuina which | have seen, the
foundation work done by a
committee set up by the
University Grants Commission
was mentioned, though
the fact is that the of
this committee went through
all the stages of examination, —

“ing work in suggesti

wthe UGC. the Ministry of

nuity of an idea, there is mry-
chance that you are going to
make a mess of things. The
UGOC committee did painstak-
the
phased introduction ol aca-
demic disciplines in the new

develop into a research Institu
ton too. What appeared o us
as a sensible idea was Wially

r area could con-
tribute to a peaceful

campus.

remember, referred the mat
ter 1o UGC. And now | find that
the UGC could do nothing by

oy ol e

cept the dictates of common-
sense. One is led 1o ask | what
should be the criterion ol aca-
demic planning. — the fancy of
man or the needs of a commu-
nity, the demands of academic
common sSensc?

Al the time the objection
was raised at the ECNEC. it
transpired to our dismay that
even before the project was

passed. some appoiniments
were already made. These
wcre teaching post, and the
subjecis were yet to be
: This shows the poor
surveillance we have in certain
areas of our development
where in the absence of that.
much can be done. As
far as | have been able 10 judge.
| cannot fail 1o have profound
misgivings the way matters are
moving over there.
| notice that the Prime
Minister on her first visit to
the university. laid the founda-
tion stone of a hall of resi-
dence for students. What pre-

PFPASSING

area could contribute 1w a
peaéciul campus. It s not clear
il the authorities at Khulna
have given any thought 1o
these ideas as developed by
the UGC committee or ff they
arc happy to tread the beaten
path which was designed in
the past for a different society
but which, after all the social
changes that have laken place.
is no longer the right path.
One would naturally wish
Godspeed w0 this new univer-
stty at Khulfd which has got
started after unusual travail
They have been rather stingy
in the allotment of'land for
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portion of student should have
residence on the campus?
This was one of the issues
carefully considered by the
UGC committee. The clear
recommendation was that,
hopeful with a suburban site
and close to a major urban
arca. campus residence should
be limited to, say. less than
one third of the total enroll-
ment. Our experience with
halls of residence in the exist
ing universities — in some
cases, choice ol untversity sites
made them necessary — should
make us take a close look at
the issuc. Hall administration
has. virtually collapsed in the
majority of cascs. Where there
are alternatives avallable, these
should be tried. The larger the
halls. the greater the chanoc ol
disorder. Lesser concenitration
of students on the campus and
their distribution in a lafger

this universily. The require-
ment, as reflected in the mas-
terplan, .1s modest. One would
t:ﬂecl that the government
will review the question of the
size of the campus and will
have the imagmation lo see
that 1t is the irreducible mini-
mum that has been asked for.
An carly decision is necessary,
otherwise what can be casily
done now may prove rathér
difficult after a few years.
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was visiting a family a few
evenings back. They have
only two children and the
clder child. a girl. goes to one
of better known private
schools of the city. The couple
wiis discussing the fees whigh
;,wiis alrcady high and of which
a filty per cent rise for the

The University at Khulna

nexl year has been anmos g
On op of lees. there wass. i
was cuphemistically o uiisdl
donation. Now this was & juw
nomer, for a donation s
posed to be voluntary aumd |
was not. They asked for p gl
you were expected 10 puay
gentleman was saylmg |t
could understand a doman
one were to pay it only e e
the time of admisston. o
this was an annual gy W
anmial donation, the ammoaum il
which was fixed by the sewdl
arl which could equall W
cxceed the total fees foer e
year!

What was my feelimyg » |
was listening to the Fumsien
dialogue of the couple! 1 ewibd|

feel their anxiety, as e

One could understami w
donation if one were to ym

it only once, at the tizmf
admission, but no, WM
was an annual e
amount of which conid
equal the total fees four ww
year!

younger child would be pouyg
to school in a year's timme (ondl
that meant that the sclhowimg
expenses would be doued
when that happens. | mil
relieved as my children woe
all of them past {ein
schooling, and ast erdn
university phase of edurcamn,
all save one who is & lmesw
through. All of them harwe Imeti
fairly good schooling. by man
standards, and whall
important for me, atl & bl
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How a Detective Opened the Kenyan Can of Worms

- by Alan Rake

President Daniel arap Moi of Kenya is facing the biggest challenge to his authoritarian
government. The opposition group Forum for Restoration of Democracy (FORD) is fightiny
for multiparty democracy. An investigation into the murder of foreign minister Robem
Ouko has further undermined the position of the resident and exposed him to charges '

ENYA is experiencing
another bout of anguish
as its government sccks
to adjust to the pressures of
change in Africa and the world.
Despite years of banning, dete-
ntion and harassment, Kenyan
dissidents are as determined
as ever to force democratic
change on an unyielding Pre-
sident.

Dissident leaders of the
Forum for the Restoration of
Democracy (FORD) announced
their intention to hold a meet-
ing in mid-Novemper. Presi-
dent Daniel arap Mo was faced
with a dilemma. He could ban
the meeting and face inter-
national criticism or allow it to
go ahead and run the risk of
another wave of popular dis-
content and rioting.

Moi chose the less painful,
short-term option, banned the
meeting and set his security
police to arrest the organisers,
including 80-year-old one-time
vice-president Oginga Odinga.

Dissident parliamentarians
Masinde Muliro and and Kartin
Shikuku were arrested shou-
ting slogans just as the mee-
ting was about to take place.
Paul Muite, Law Soctety chair-
man, was seized as he tried to
get to the meeting place on
the Kamukuji grounds, two
miles from Nairobi.

Despite Moi's best efforts
the meeting went ahead with
the support of the United
States embassy, which helped
some FORD leaders on their
way in a convoy of diplomatic
cars. Thousands of people
turned up, to greet the dissi-
dents, giving the two-finger
salute signifying support for
multi-party democracy. Riot
police dispersed the crowds
using tear gas and batons.

The meeting was chaotic.
Arrests were made — 20 jour-

Sir. It pains me deeply w
record an incident of senseless

violence which affected me
and a friend of mine on the
evening of December 1st.

My [riend, who had arrived
that day from Calcutta, wanted
to buy a saree for an Indian
friend of hers and we had gone
to a shop on the Mirpur Road
in Mohammadpur. We had
scarcely been inside the shop
three minutes when the shop
assistants began to hurriedly
close the shutters and told me
to move my car to an inside
road of Mohammadpur as they

- had heard warning shouts of

possible violence. 1 rushed
down the stairs only to find
three or four well- dressed
young men throwing brick
pleces at the windscreen of
the car. The bricks miracu-
lously bounced off but then one
of the men came with a
wooden chair and systemati-
cally smashed all the glasses of
the car as well as causing some
to the body.

No doubt the hooligans
would have set fire to the car
also had not shield-carrying,
helmeted riot police arrived in
force within two minutes of
the start of the violence and
their arrival caused the violent
men to run away. | was dumb-
founded, and, by asking
people as well as, later, the
police, could not find out any
reason for the senseless vio-
lence against my car which
was one of a number of vehi-
cles attacked, some with pas-
sengers inside.

My organization, a Canadian
NGO, purchased our small car
many years ago and it is still in

corruption.

PRESIDENT MOI

His biggest challenge
nalists were among those ar-
resicd — butl there was litle

real violence and damage. The
FORD leaders had won wide
international publicity for their
cause.

The Kenyan government
complained of foreign cm-
bassies interfering in the in-
ternal affairs of the nation. MPs
called for the deportation of
US ambassador Smith Hem-
pstone. Germany withdrew
its ambassador for consultation
and Scandanavian countries
threatened to halt all their aid
projects in Kenyan.

Kenya is in desperate need
of continued Western aid to
meel budgetary and trade
deficits. Many donor countries
arc demanding improvements
on the couniry’s human rights
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rccord and concessions to-
wards democracy.

Apart [rom the ongoing
trouble with the principal aid-
givers. a major row has also
blown up with the British firm
Lonrho. The firm is one of
Kenya's principal investors
and was planning a new sugar
project and another oil
pipeline in the country.

On top of all this have come
the extraordinary revelations
of a British detective called, in
to investigate the February
1990 death of foreign minister
Robort Ouko. A five-month in-
vestigation ended in August
with British detective John
Troon ready to name those he
thought had been involved in
Ouko’'s murder. But he was
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very good working order after
18 years of service. Assets such
as our car, purchased with
funds donated by the Canadian
public and the Canadian
Government, are used carefully
in order to keep administra-
tive costs to a minimum. | am
now faced with a mepair bill of
over Tk 30,000. Our compre-
hensive insurance does not
cover damage caused by riot or
mob violence. Will the political
party which has admitted re-
lpﬂnt;l:lhlllty f?r the incident
reimburse us from their .
funds ? G
Wishful thinking, | believe |
Perhaps each political party
should set up a contingency or
‘community fund" to pay for
damage caused to innocent by
standers at times such as this.
Presently my organization is
assisting in a social forestry
project in the cyclone affected
areas of Cox's Bazar, district
and another of our pro-

grammes i{s the support of a
number of organizations

working with disabled persons
in Bangladesh. Are the de-
structive anti-social young men
aware that Tk 30,000 could
have purchased 6,000 tree
scedlings for planting on the
denuded hills of Cox's Bazar
district ? Tk 30,000 could pay
for life-saving operations for
five or six persons disabled as
a result of the cyclone. It could
lﬂw for wooden or metal
cru s for 100 persons dis-
abled as a result of polio. We do
not raise public funds to assist
wreckers and arsonists; we try
to assist and empower disad-
vantaged le to stand on
their own zp

A year ago people shed
blood to overthrow :lllﬂﬂﬂﬂn

violence. Is democratic vio-
lence that much better ? |
have had links with Bangladesh
since 1971 and have lived here
for the last six years and have
always had a deep respect for
the resilience and capabilities
of the people of Bangladesh. |
am now becoming disillu-
sioned as | see an increasing
number of people ready to
press the "self-destruct but-
ton.”
Julian Francis
CUSO Director South Asia
Role of police

Sir, Often questions and
doubts are raised by the peo-
ple about the role of the police.
Plainly, police is responsible
for maintaining law and order
and this is the prime role of
police.

it is felt that the Police
Department of our country
should be re-organized by
providing some autonomy and
extra- incentives for honest
and dedicated cops with a view
to make the role of the police
more effective and people-
oriented.

The Govt. have to take nec-
ess measures to keep the
police neutral law enforcing
agency. On the other hand
people in the opposition fronts
should not always try to colour
every police action as part of
the ruling party's political ac-
tivity.

Let police personnel func-
tion as neu public servants
under the constitutional provi-
sions of the State,

M. Zahidul Haque
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural

College, Dhaka.

told to hand his report o the
government and go back to
Britain

For more than a year the,
judicial commission dragged
on. calling minor witnesses,
while all the time the public
wanted to hear what the man
from Scotland Yard had to say.
Suddenly he was recalled,
cheered by eager spectators,
and the commissioners found
the courage o ask him to read
out his report in full.,

With cruel clarity he ex-
posed massive corruption at
top ministerial level and an
altempt al a gigantic cover-up
by some of the most powerful
figures in the state. Troon
named names and caused Moi

to demote sand then sack
powerful Energy Minisler
Nicholas Biwott and his

trusted security chief Hezekiah

Troon told the inquiry that
as soon as he arrive in Nairobi
he was surrounded by top offi-
cials determined to thrust on
him the theory that Ouko had
committed suicide.

_Most witnesses agreed that

Ouko had been takem wwuy
from him home in the i
of the night. Then his st
body was found with a e
tured leg and a bullet thrusgl
the head. One witness
gested he had hopped wuw e
spot where he had et
doused himself in inflammrasde
iquid. set fire to it, them o
himself before the flanmes (mef
reached his body. -

To Troon all this was e
evidence that he had lwen
murdered. But as he prurwosd
his inquiries other olbsure:-
tions were placed in his. vy,
He was never able to
an interview with Nbchues
Biwott. who avoided himn

After three months of srws-
tigation Troon found that b
motive for Ouko's murdier ses.
his desire to expose maswww
corruption by at least thurew o
ministers. This had blown up
into a major quarrel beetws
Ouko and Biwott when ey
were on tour with Moi in be
US in January 1990.

Troon told the inquiry e
he thought Ouko was mur-
dered on his return becuuse

ltaltan firm BAK, which com-
plained to Mot that it had been
asked for a huge kickback by
three prominent ministers,
including Biwott. The minis-
lers claimed they were col-
hcl':’lf their commissions on
be of the President him-
scif

Troon repeatedly named
ministers involved In corrup-
tion and senior officials in-
volved in the cover-up. He
found Ouygl evasive and unable
to account for the movements
of himself, his driver and his
bodyguards in the area at the
time Ouko died. :

Under cross-examination
Troon said Biwott and Oyugl
were the “prime suspects™ in
the case. He also recom-
mended that a full and impar-
tial investigation be carried out
into the allegations made by
the BAK directors of corrup-
tion among senior government
ministers and civil servants.

Long before Troon had fin-
ished his evidence Moi sum-
marily dismissed Biwott as a
minister; earlier he had fired
Oyugi. Troon's evidence had
already been accepted by the
President and the Kenyan pub-
lic at large. — GEMINI NEWS

ALAN RAKE is ed-
itor of New African and African
Business.

OPINION
Industrialization and Welfare

It was extremely encourag-
ing to know from the news
media in recent days that the
Prime Minister attached a very
high priority to the industrial-
ization of the country as a
means of alleviating the mass
poverty, unemployment etc.. in
the country. It would be truc to
say that the whole economy of
Bangladesh and its different
sectors are in a shambles now
and almost all of them require
utmost priority which is. how-
ever, not possible to be ac-
corded to all of them, due to

the paucity of resources in the -

country from both internal and
external sources and their
massive misuse and misman-
agement by the past autocratic
regime. -

We appreciate that the
tasks before the new demo-
cratically elected Government
are formidable. However, it is
high time that a beginning is
made on sound and well-con-
ceived lines, because the poor
people of Bangladesh cannot
suffer any more and see the
tiny exploiting section prosper
at the cost of the vast majority.

Looking at the manifold
problems of the country and
taking a cue from the stale-
ments of the Prime Minister |
envisage an integrated rural
development and rural indus-
trialization. The idea is, how-
ever, based or dependent on
the basic requirement that the
whole country is divided into
viable economie and social
units or geographical arcas —
neither too large nor too small
— suitable for development
purposes on the basis of dis-
persal and decentralization
which should be. among
others, the two major objec-
tives of economic and social
policies of the Government. |
find no alternative to some
such arr ment on sound
lincs in the t of various rel-
The

evant considerations.

Dr. M. T. Hug

Thana (Police Statiom) ura
concept smacks of dwuking
with criminals of all types audl
is not appealing for the m-
gional development coneesn.
The country was diwidies! 9w
the past regime into soxnme: @5
or so Upazilas. The prmaani
Government has, howewe: oy
an Ordinance, repcabec
1982 Local Govermm:wi
(Upazila Parishad and U gusmiks
Administration Reorga mdmiton
Ordinance) and has saied sl
all public functions a! he
Upazila level will now be oo1-

formed by the exccutive ieams
-of the

Government. o
Government has sel up a liglr-
powered body to review wll
aspects of the local gewm-
ment institutions. Howmner,
even the terms of referax
for the commission — in #4
nite terms — are perhaps @l
ing. If a rural industris Houom
programme has to be adumesd
and implemented in Baanghs-
desh to expedite deve bog mmms
and to deal with aurer
problems, then there is -
ternative to dividing thwe oo -
try into regions which st
be viable as far as possdil.
both economically and soauily .
These regions should bw -
garded as the geograpimaal
units for economic amcd wechal
development. The sooaw @
new or revised arrangermew
this respect is adopted. i,
alternative to the upazxila ww
tem. the better, becaww
country like Bangladesh commmt’
afford to delay economnsr wund
social development.

The rationale behind i
idea of the division of e
country into regions is el
while the national plan w -
fluence economic and skl
development in the cows iy us
a whole, the regions of e
country, each of which mury
have, say, 200 to 300 thweusaned

people. will receive concen-

tratled attention for and efforts
on development producing

salutary effects or impact on
the individual regions.

It is interesting to observe
that there are two ways of get-
ting the picture of the GDP of a
country. One is the sector-wise
calculation and the other, re-
glon-wise (which is a very dif-
ficult one) galculation. Both
calculation should ideally give
the same results. The purpose
of these regional divisions
should be mainly economic
and social development and
their administrative machinery
must be geared, accordingly.
These regions and their ad-
ministrative arrangements
must not be used only for
political purposes, as was done
by the past Ershad regime.
The device is a means of
achieving economic and social
development of the country on
the basis of dispersal and
decentralization. The political
action on the upazila system
should have been to hold fresh
elections in the Upazilas
rather than abolishing the
whole system by an Ordinance

in the existing political system
and climate in the country.

In conclusion, | wish to
emphasize again, that a num-
ber of over-riding considera-
tions justify the geographical
pattern of economic and social
development. These are: 1) To
deal with local unemployment
and under-employment; #) To
discourage the concentration
of industry in one place and to
stem the migration of the raml
people to the metropolitan ar-
eas (cities and towns): itf) To
reduce the pressure on the
essential services (such as
electricity, gas, water ete.) in
the metropolitan areas: and iv)
To educate people of almost all
ranks that will be better
off in the rural areas f I-
opment is taken there. '




