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Suhrawardy Cup from today

The eighth na-
tional youth soc-
cer champi-
onship for the
Suhrawardy Cup,
organised by the

h Football Federation
(BFF). kicks off today at eight
different venues across
country.

A record 56 teams — 55
district sports associations and
an Education Board — are tak-

in this year's compe-
M&m into eight zones.
The tournament will be played
on a knock-out system.

Ten teams — e?hl: zonal
champions and fending
champions Feni DSA and
Naogaon, the hosts for the final
round, will take in the fi-
nal round uled for the
third week of January.

Thirty-four teams took part
in the seventh national
championship for players un-

Sports Reporter

der 19 years of age held in
1987.

The tournament, which was
earlier a biennial affair, will be
held from now on.

On the opening day today,
Narayanganj will play
Madaripur at Narsingdi,
Hyme:mllnqh will meet Gazipur
at Netrokona, Moulvibazar will
face Lakkhipur at Habiganj,
Sylhet will tn.he on Bandarban
at Brahmanbaria, Satkhira will
clash with Patuakhali at
Jhenidah, Jessore Education
Board will face Magura at
Hulhul Lalmonirhat  will

Thakurgaon at Kurigram

Mm will play Natore at

The participating teams are
NARSINGDI ZONE —
Narsingdi, Faridpur, Tangail,
Narayanganj, Munshiganj,
and Go .
NETROKONA ZONE —
Hut.rukunl* Dhaka, Mymen-

h, Jamalpur, Manikganj,
Kis ur, r
o j, Gazipur, Sherpu

HABIGANJ ZONE —
Habiganj, Chittagong, Noakhali,
Chandpur, Laksmipur and
Moulvibazar.

BRAHMANBARIA ZONE -
Brahmanbaria, Sylhet, Comilla.
Sunamgan| and Bandarban.

JHENAIDAH ZONE —
Jhenaidah, Jessore, Barisal,
Satkhira, Patuakhali, Jhala-
kathi, t and

KUSHTIA ZONE — Kushtia,
Khulna, Jessore Education

Board, Magura, Chuadanga,
Narail and Meherpur.

KURIGRAM ZONE —
Kurigram, Rangpur, Dinajpur,
Thakurgaon, Panchagar, Nil-
phamari and Lalmonirhat.

GAIBANDHA ZONE —
Gaibandha, Rajshahi, Pabna,
Bngrl. Serajganj, Natore and

Shuktara in N' ganJ final

NARAYANGANJ,
Dec 6 : Shuktara
Juba Sangha
reached the final
of this year's
Muldhara First
Division soccer league when
they beat Mohsin Club 4-2 in
the tie-break after the normal
period of today's semifinal at
the Osmani Stadium ended in

a thrilling 3-3 draw.

It was sweet revenge for the
Group A runners-up Shuktara
had failed to reach the
final in 1988 — the last time
the local league was held —
lost out in the penalty
ﬂmtﬂ:thllohﬂnﬂluh who

ln th: mamnﬂ held

Thursday, BSEC Dockyard
trounced Nitaigan] Krira
Chakra 3-0.

In a match marred by poor
supervision by Dhaka referce
Nazir Hossain who failed to
prevent boisterous play by the
players of either side, Mohsin
Club despite ng their

team with hired Senior
Division
Dhaka,

stars from

trailed 1-3 at the

Htlndl}'l World
Cup qualifying
dm as top
the European zone.

will be based
last three fi-
winners in
1982, quarter- in |
"in Mexico and nni-llnn.l:”t;
last year, head the way.
England's showings In

Spain 1982, where they
reached the second phase,
Mexico 1986 -finals)
and Italia '90 (semis) leaves

Our Correspondent

Alfaz put Shuktara ahcad in
the tenth minute and then
doubled the lead ten minutlcs
later. Another ten minules
clapsed before Mukhtar
slammed home the third goal
for Shuktara.

No one would have ex-
pected Mohsin Club to recoyer
from this s ering deficit
yel, to their credit and the
immense pleasure of the large
crowd, they rose like the
proverbial phoenix to not only
reduce the margin but to level
the scores 3-3 at the end of
the regulation period.

Indeed, Shuktara owed
their victory to the su
Eerformnnu by their goal-

eeper Rabiul who thwarted
repeated Mohsin Club on-

Mohsin Club's hired help
from Dhaka Mohammedans
Ayaz Khan pulled one back in
the 31st minute while
Mamoon made it 2-3 in the
20th minute of the second
session. Salahuddin, another
Dhaka Mohammedan player,
put Mohsin Club on 3 3 in
tl'n 30th minute of

England top

vakia. and Austria.

The newcomers in the
European section include the
three recently independent
Baltic states, Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania, along with
Israel, who from the
Asian Confederation because
many of its members refused
to play against them.

automati-

cally as champions.
in the African zone, 36 na-
tions will be chasing three
places in the finals, an alloca-
tion increased from two at
Europe's expense after a series
of good results, notably
Cameroon’s quarter-final place
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on Thursday the bans.

longest t.lny have ever im-
posed, were for “conduct con-

In the tie-breakers,
Mosharraf, Nazim, Igbal and
Mukhtar converted their
penalties while fortune played
a cruel joke on two- hero
Alfaz of Shuktara.

For Mohsin Club.
Salahuddin and Ayaz Khan net-
ted their spot ]r.h:lm while the
veteran nnuunil star Yousuf of
Abahani Krira Chakra surprised
and shocked all Mohsin Club
supporters by missing his
penalty. Amir, too, wasted his

kick for the losers
Jd:ﬁlm of Mohsin Club and

Rabiul of Shuktara JS were the
only two cautioned by the ref-
eree with yellow cards 4n a
game that was once held up for
15 minutes ‘following Mohsin
Club's second goal. The ref-

~ eree, who came close to being

manhandled by the players,
first called Mamoon's goal in-
valid and whistled for a foul
against Mohsin Club. But amaz-
ingly enough, Nazir Hossain
quickly changed his mind in
less than a second and ruled
the goal valid.

The date for the final of this
year's league, in which twelve
teams took part [rom two
groups, is yel to be finalised.

S

pitch in & 1989 qualifier
against Brazil.

'me United States lify
directly as hosts, -ucll-.
other 22 North and Cenlnll
American teams competing for

one place. A second team from

the region will go into a play-
off with the winner of the
Oceania section.

Eu zone seedings

Ba 1 : Italy, Enghnd.
Spain. Belgium, Soviet Union,
France.

Band 2 : Yugoslavia,
Czechaslovakia, Netherlands,
Scotland, Austria. Ireland.

Band 3 : Romania,
Denmark, Poland, Hungary,
Portugal, Sweden.

Band 4 : Ireland, Bulgaria,
Switzerland, Norway, Greece,
Wales.

Band 5 : Turkey. Iceland,
Finland, Albania, Malta, Cyprus.

Band 6 : Luxembourg,
Liechtenstein, San Marino.
Faroe Islands., Estonia.

Lithvania. Latvia. Israel.

Pak players banned for stealing

evidence [rom the players, said
in a statement: "As organisers
of the event had cause w0
scarch the players’ room prior
to their departure from the
tournament hotel and found
items of clothing and squash
rackets for which they had no
proof of purchase., we feel that
the players have brought the
name ol the assoclation into
disrepute.”

The two men have until

December 14 10 appeal against
the bans.

opening
"Its a very long time. We

would like a shorter perfor-
mance.” Palactos said.

There is also the possibility
that athletes

told the 10C's
Executive Board, however, that
only 10,000 people could fit
into the central arena of
Barcelona's Olympic Stadium.
“We will have 10 find a solu-

ton W o every-
one. ¢ the athletes.”
Verdier said.

One idea already mooted is
to imit the number of officials

Soviet sports
goes bankrupt

MOSCOW, Dec 6 : The
Soviet * State Sports
Committee, known as
Gossport, has disbanded,
cutting off funding and
salaries to 25,000 athletes
and 1,200 coaches, the

The Souiet nrm agency '
did not say why the
committee was folding or
who made the decision.

However, the
committee’s main source of
Junds government
and a national lottery —
have all but dried up due to
the country’'s economic and
pﬂithﬂ.l crists.

Gonmd was the sports
body which prepared Soviet
athletes for the Olympics,
and (ts First Deputy
Chairman Leonid
Dracheuvsky told Tass its
dissolution "means a break-
up of long standing ties and
destruction of the whole
system of preparing
athletes for the Winter and
Summer Olympics.

Drachevsky noted the
decision to disband
Gossport comes soon after
the remaining 12 Soviet
republics agreed to field a
single Soviet team at the
1992 games. The three
former Soviet Baltic.
republics of Latvia, Lithuania
and Estonia, which became
independent after the
Jailed August coup attempt,
will field thetr own teams.

Tass quoted Dracheuvsky
as saying the end of
gossport means that 25,000
athletes competing for
places on the Sovlet
Olympic team and 1,200
coaches will lose their
salartes.

Financing and organizing
sports competitions has
stopped, and training
camps in the country will
be closed , he indicated.

Drachevsky sald
gossport dfficials sent a
letter to Soviet President
Mikhail S. Gorbachev on
Friday asking him to keep
the committee afloat or to
create a new Inter-
republican body to
Albertville, France, and the
Summer Games in

Barcelona, Spe
Injury hampers

Johnson's return

TORONTO, Dec 6 : A nag-
un! knee injury ts hampering
-Juh o hjnt' sprinter Bcn

nson but his manager
on Thursday he did not hdflcw:
it was career-threatening, re-
ports Reuter.

Johnson has pulled out of
an indoor meet in Hamilton,
Ontarfo, on January 10, the
anniversary of his return to the
track after a two-year suspen-
sion for using banned body-
buflding drugs.

"l don't think it's a carcer-
ending or even a season-end-
ing thing.” Johnson's manager
Kerheel Azan said.

It is a nagging pain. It is
not something which needs to
be operated on.”

Azan said Johnson, who
tums 30 this month, still plans
to compete in Los Angeles in

nﬂd‘l{cmler. stripped of

his Olympic gold medal and
world n-:r:urd aflter failing a
drug test in Seoul, s still able

o train. Ihtlpl:tdll'ﬂ'ltft
but he can't do knee

squia
I::;tu heavy weights ~ Ann
It's a'take it or
leave it deal
for EBU

LAUSANNE, Switzerland,
Dec 6 : European television has
been offered a take it or leave
it deal for coverage of the
1996 in Atlanta at a
cost of nearly three times what

they are paying to show the
Barcelona Games next July,

antee the International
mplc Committee and the
ta Committee

250 million dollars for rights
to the Games.

“That's the only we
can deltver to you ;" said
Bill Payne, who heads the

committee. “This is the result

uflm-:wtummt.'

The paid less than 30
billion dollars for the Seoul
Olympics and settled at 90

million for Barcelona.

But Payne says he has plenty
of ime to let the Europeans
cook if they baulk at the sum.

“There is no ney in
sclling rights in the US now,"
he said. "The market has re-
duced and is not favourable. We
are in a situation that we can
wall "

Oliva defeats
Saldivia
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New global realities face FIFA

NEW YORK. Dec
6: When the
World Cup band-
wagon starts to
roll with Sunday's
draw for the
1994 wurmament a cluster of
newcomers will be clambering
aboard bidding to make the
finals in the United States,
reports AFP.

The re-birth of the Baltic
states after months of turmoil
in the Soviet Union sees
newly-independent Estonia.
Latvia and Lithuania line up in
the European zone.

The battle to be one of the
12 qualifiers from Europe is
further complicated by the
first appearance in the zone of
Israel. the Faroe Islands,
Liechtenstein and San Marino.

South Africa's emergence
from the misrule of apartheid
comes too late for the
International £ Football
Federation (FIFA ) and they
will miss out., but the African

continent has earned a third
slot in the finals of the 15th
World Cup at Europe's ex-
pense.

In South America, where
three will qualify, Brazil will be
struggling to re-establish their
reputation which has been
flagging since their third
World Cup victory in Mexico
21 years ago.

New coach Carlos Alberto
Parreira is optimistic. "The
standard of Brazilian players is
still one of the best in the
world.” he says.

But they crashed out of the
1990 finals in Italy in the sec-
ond round, lost the South
American championship title
and even went down 1-0 Wales
in September.

"Brazil has always been ad-
mired for technique and skill
and we want to start playing
this type of lootball again,” said
Parreira, who guided 1the
United Arab Emirates to the
finals in Italy.

Just two teams will qualify
from Asia, where the tradition-
ally strong Koreans will again -
be challenged by Iran, [raq and
the bil-rich Gulf states as well®
as China.

Central and North America
have one spot to-aim for while
hosts United States and
champions Germany go di-
rectly into the finals and void
the pitfalls facing the other
142 would-be qualifiers.

The last place will be de-
cided on an intercontinental
play-off between teams f[rom
Oceania, North and Central
American and South
American.

Plans for sweeping changes
to make the game more at-
tractive, which might have
helped teams such as Brazil,
have been virtually scrapped.

FIFA gencral secretary Sepp
Blatter now sees little chance
of major tampering with the
rules or the format of the 24.
team finals.

Suggestions rdnglng from.
bigger goals and an alternative
to the controversial penalty
shoot-outs have all hcen
dropped . he said

The only changes likely are.
a ban on back passes to the
goalkeeper, the outlawing of;
tackles from behind and a-
move towards younger , fitter -

lii1111114-1!11:11-::-1:1-
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referees.

"We need a betler applica-
tion of the laws of the game
that's all.” Blatter said

“The laws are practically
perfect. What we have w do is
help referces to be better .+
trained and in befler physical
H}‘l.i:l.P{‘. It is 'hr'},- who can '-.anj
aestructive play and protect
crealtive players .

Recommendations on back
passes and lackles [rom be
hind could be introduced next «
SCason tilatter said 'he
maximum age limit lor reles
ces would be cut from 47 wo 45
for the US finals and then to
42 al a later date

Crucial Italian league tie to

feature German superstars

MILAN, Dec 6 :
The 13th-round
ltalian League
match between
Juventus and

. Inter Milan on
Sunday w[!l feature five of
Germany's world champions,
reports AP,

But with Juergen Kohler,
Stefan Reuter, Juergen
Klinsmann, Lothar Matthaus
and Andreas Brehme split on
rival sides it may be ltalian
players who will decide the
clash between the league's top
contenders.

Forwards Salvatore Schillaci
and Roberto are likely
to be key if Juventus is to
break through Inter's defense
while Milan's frontline of
Kliinsmann and Matthaus will
depend on Italtan midficlders
Nicola Berti and Stefano
Desidert.

Baggio and Schillaci, Italy's
World Cup heroes. both have
been criticized this season for
their inconsisten perfor-
mances.

The renowned “Toto"—the

World Cup scorer—has
only two ':-.h Baggio one,
that on a kick. That is

far below expectations of the
two best said [taltan

However, Schillact gnlned
confidence and determination
scoring against Roma last

NEW YORK, Dec
6: UEFA said
Thursday it will
continue its
policy of not

staging finals for

any of the European Cups or

the final tournament of the

European Chlmn::'l:l :i

P.

It satd 1t will request
Belglan government and soc-
cer authorities guarantee se-
curity at all international

mat . but did not state
what it would do if those as-
surances were not given.

i by
considering a total on
fts sanctioned games in re-
sponse to a Belglan court dect-
sion regarding the Heysel
Stadium riots and

m::mﬂruh‘ the last

was handed down on
mlmuru sentenced the

Sunday while promised
great things in the new role
that coach Giovanni Trapattoni
has given him — setting up
other forwards rather than
scoring himself.

The match in the sold-out
Delle Alpi stadium of Turin will
be emotional for Trapattoni,
who coached Inter for five
years until last season.

"Inter is something that |
have helped to build. I know
its qualities and | am aware it

will be difficult to beat them.”
Trapattoni said.

Juventus enters the game in
sccond place, one point be-
hind AC Milan. and four better
than Inter.

Juventus is 8-3-1 while in-
ter at 4-7-1.

Klinsmann, who ended a
12-week slump by scoring the
game -tying goal against Millan
last week and added a decisive
goal in a Cup of ltaly game
against Como Wednesday
night. said he was preparcd for
Sunday.

"I am going to face two ol
the best world defenders,
Kohler and Reuter. and the
traditionally best sector of
Trapattoni's teams.”
Kiinsmann said.

Trapattoni is a long-time
supporter of tight defense and
had some differences with the

for the deaths ol 39 people al
the 1986 European Champions
Cup final in Brussels. Belgium.
Fans of the English club
Liverpool were convicted and
Belgian government officials
also were held responsible
when riots broke out in the
stands causing a wall to col-
lapse and crush spectators.
UEFA has steadfastly main-
tained it eannot be held re-
sponaible for security at all of
its sanctioned matches, saying
those matter are lefl to local

sers.

“In order to allow such
matches to be in
also in the , the

(UEFA) Executive Commitiee
requests the Belgtan
ration to give the neces-
sary assurances slating the
Belgian government or the
competert authorities  will
guarantee Lhe safety and secu-
rity at international matches.”
UEFA said in one-page state-
ment without elaboration
"The Executive
Commitiee. .. . .. for the ime be-
ing maintains Lhe deciston
rechud the Royal Belgian
ootball Federatton from or-
ganizing either a Minal tourna-
ment of the European

who

aggressive

coached in

German stars of inter
suggested more
tactics when he
Milan.

Milan, the only unbcaten
tcam in the league this seca
son, takes on Torino which
fields one of the league's best
defenses and has seven dragvs
this season, many of them rc
cently of the goalless variety

AC Milan may struggle
against the Torino defense if
Dutch stars Ruud Gullit and
Frank Rijkaard do not recover
from reffent injuries.

Milan centerforward Marco
Van Basten, the league leading
score with eight goals, always
had problems in scoring when
missing the support of his fel-
low Dutchmen.

Third-place Naplol. which
had an impressive perfor-
mance against Roma in the
Itallan Cup on Wednesday
ntght. will be favored in a
home match against Cagliari

ltalian champion Sampdona
of Genoa, which is struggling
in 14th place in the |8-team
league, could lose its seventh
game when it visits Foggia. a
major league newcomer which
has moved into seventh place
with a 5-4-3 record.

"l can't think of another de-
feat. It would plunge us decper
into the relegation area and
this could cause us big psycho-

UEFA compromise on Belglum

or a final tie of
thc UEFA Cluh competitions.’
Earlier this year. UEFA
withdrew its initial plans to
stage the 1992 Champions Cup
and or Cup Winners Cup final
because of court rulings.
UEFA press officer ‘Rudi
Rothenbuhler would not fur-
ther explain the release and
other UEFA officials were not
immediately availlable for
comment.

Whether UEFA would still
ban games il the Belgian gov-
ermmment or federation did not
issue the necessary assurances
was unclear. -

*Everything is possible.”
Rothenbuhler said. “But the
text is quite clear.” :

The statement also made
no mention of other measures
that reportedly were being
considered l:? UVEFA, such as
an appeal ol the decision to
the Eu Court of Justice
or the European Court eof
Human Rights.

UEFA was meeting for the
second day in New York in

carcer with

logical problems.” said striker
Gian Luca Vialli.

Vialli and Brazillan veteran
Tontho Cerezo scored lor
Sampdoria in Wednesday
night's 2-2 extra-time draw
against Bari, which barely qual
ified the Genoan team for the
[tallan Cup quarterfinals.

Bari, which said it will stay
with Polish coach Zibi Boniek
despite elimination from the
Cup and six consecutive league
defeats, will be looking for its
first victory of the scason at

Ascoli.

Ascoli. 1 2.9 and onc point
ahead of last-place Bari, has
allowed a league-high 22 goals
in 12 games.

Lazio of Rome, which is tied
with Inter in fourth place. is
cxpected to have an casy task
against Cremoncse

lazio's Geyman centerfor-
ward Karlheinz Riedle. whe
soored two goals against Napoli
last Sunday, is in top form and
is expected o add te his seven
goals an the season.

In other games Sunday
Frorentina plays Verona, Genoa
is at Parma and Roma takes on
Atakinta.

Atalanta will be without its

Brazilian centerforward Carlos
Bianchezi. who was suspended

for two league games for rough
play.

Cruyff asked to
coach Dutch
national squad

AMSTERDAM, Dec 6
Barcelona coach Johan Cruyfl

“has been asked to take over

the Dutch national team next
year amnd mastermind their
1994 World Cup campaign. a
Duteh Soccer Association offi-
cial said on Thursday, reports

. Reuter.

The official. Paul Boels, told
Dutch Television that Cruyfl

responded e an .
mr thcwﬂ:n%'
who plans to step down as
coach after the 1992
championship finals in
Sweden )

"But we will have to bear In
mind that Cruyfl's contract
with Barcelona runs until mid
1993." Boels said.

During a dassling playing
Amsterddm
and Barcelona. Cruyfl was
voted Euro footballer of



