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Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia on Friday warned
that any attempt to undo the

advance of democracy would
be resisted and called upon
the people to protect democ-
racy they had achieved through
their nine years' struggle
against autocracy.

Addressing a public meet-
ing at the Gulistan square,
rharking the first annive
of the fall of the autocratic
Ershad regime, Begum Zia said
that collaborators of the
fallen autocratic force were
afraid of the forward march of
democracy. The evil design of
the conspirators would be
foiled unitedly by the people.
she added.

The public meeting which
was disrupted due to a clash

pandemonium. Begum Zia ad-
dressed the meeting only for
seven minutes after the situa-
tion was brought under con-
trol.

As the clash broke out, po-
lice fired tear-gas shells at the
venue of the meeting at the
Gulistan Square.

Teargas soon spread all over
the area. At one stage at
around 4.21 pm, Begum Zia
and her cabinet colleagues,
| except Social Welfare and

Woman Affairs Minister and
“Joint Secretary General of the
BNP Tariqul Islam, had to

for about one hour ended in

leave the dias.

Tariqul Islam however ad- _

dressed the meeting

issuing a
warning to the

&mnpiraturu.

Begum Zia came back to
the meeting venue at around
5.10 pm and addressed the
public meeting.

She said that autocracy
rooted out from the soil of
Bangladesh due to the united
struggle of the people. She
said that when the country was
marching ahead under the
leadership of a democratic
government and development
activities were gaining mo-
mentum, the enemies of
democracy were conspiring to
undo democracy and hence
tried to foil the meeting being
held in observance of the first
anniversary of the fall of autoc-

racy.

The BNP is running the
government and will also re-
main with the people in the
street, she added.

She said that the popularity
of her party was increasing
day by day and it was reflected
in the victory of the
Jatyatabadi Chhatra Dal in the
college students union elec-
tions one after another.

She said that the people
did not want terrorism.
Terrorists must be abandoned
and lawful aclions must be
taken ngmu them, she said.

See Page 12 Col. 8
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BNP meeting disrupted as violence breaks ou

. Aﬁ_atlpt to foil democracy

will be resisted : Khaleda

By Staff Correspon dent
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Prime Mt:xistér éegur;i. Khaleda Zia addressing a pubﬁc
meeting organised by the ruling BNP in observance of the and a heinous act and is in
first anniversary of the fall of the autogratic tegime at the

Gulistan square yesterday.
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People fleeing the meeting places in the Gulistan area as police fired tear-gas shells and resorted to lathicharge to dis-
perse clashing activists of the BNP and the Awami League yesterday.

— Star photo
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Clashes foil public meeting

AL calls 8-hour
hartal tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent
Awami League has called an the joint t‘htll.l‘lunn during
eight-hour hartal beginning at  the anti-autocracy movement’,

6 am tomorrow {Eundl?r] in

the city protesting Friday's po-
lice action on the party meet-

The public meeting, con-
vened at the Bangabandhu
Avenue to mark the fall of
Ershad's autocratic me
ended in flasco due to the po-

" Hee action.

i .
R

te leursd,

Abdus Samad Azad, the
Acting President of the party

at a_ hurriedly-called press
conference at the party's

central office in the evening

gave the hartal call. He also
announced country-wide
demonstrations and a public
meeting at the same venue
tomorrow at three in the
aflternoon. .

Awami League will hold an-
other public meeting at
Bangabandhu Avenue at- 4 pm
today. Processions to condemn
Friday's police action will fol-
low the meeting.

The party will also organise
a torch procession
evening in favour of tomeor-
row's eight-hour hartal. Azad
said. The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parllament Azad
accused the head of

ernment of spoiling
aum?n:ly by attacking

of democracy is undesirable

contrary to the three al-
llances’ commitment made in

he remarked.

The AL leader viewed that
the BNP wanted to rule the
country with force not
and the use of police forces
against the opponents without
any provocation shows their
intention.

Terming it an unholy sign,
Azad commented that the in-
cident is a of a cons
to destroy the hard-earned
democracy. This anti-demo-
cratic action is a continuity of
the anarchism that began in
the country since the killing
of Bangabandhu in 1975, he
observed.

The AL acting chief also
identified Friday's police
‘excesses’ with the recent
outburst of dissatis-
faction in the po forces.
This dissatisfaction is a result
of ruling party's steps to make
t::ildm'thn partisan, he

Addressing the press con-
ference AL General Secretary
Begum Sajeda Choudhury
blamed the Prime Minister of
directing the police to attack
her party meeting. She termed
the ‘barbarious’ attack by po-
lice as very unfortunate and
warned that the government
must shoulder the
responsibility.

Sajeda observed it was re-
grettable that the Prime
Minister had asked to form

Sec Page 12 Col. 5

50 injured in police action

Clashes mar Dec 6
celebration in; City

By Staff Correspondent

The public meetings. organ-
ised by different political par-
ties in the city in observance of
the first anniversary of the fall
of the autocratic regime yes-
terday. ended in chaos amidst
police-public clash for more
than an hour.

At least 50 persons were
25 of them seriously,
lice fired rubber bul-
lets and shelled teargas to dis-

perse the clashing groups.

The Awami League meeting
at Bangabandhu Avenue was

abandoned, while the BNP
meeting at Gulistan square
was disrupted for about an

hour. The of the Five
Party Alllance at Zero Point
also ended in chaos.

Later, Awami leader

Abdus Samad Azad and leaders
of the Five-party Alliance held
the government responsible
for the incidents.

The Awami League claimed
that all the Injured persons
were its activists.

The clash broke out when a

n of the BNP coming
through the old bus terminal
was about to cross a fon
of the Awami League advancing
from Nawabpur near Gulistan

See Page 12 Col. 7
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WASHINGTON., Dec 6 : The

prepara
peace talks with the
Arabs next week, and Arab
delegates met to coordinate
strategy. reports AP.

A committee of Palestinian,
Jordanian Syrian and Lebanese
offictals was to setl a new
date for talks by Israel's
refusal to attend in the week
set by the United States for re-
suming historic discussions
begun October 30 in Madrid.
of statements

lsracl had proposed Monday.
is out

because it's the an
their resistance to Israeli oe-

cupation of the West Bank and

' Palestinian delegation

cfiort has been set lor Moscow
in January.

Meanwhile, US officials ap-
pear to have failed In an at-
tempt to arrange informal
talks between Arabs and
Israelis to keep the
Momentum going until the
formal sessions start.

A proposed get-together fell

after lsrael insisted on
holding it outside the State
Department negotiating sfte,
and Palestinians said they
would meet only with official

Israeli delegation members.
according to diplomatic
sources.

The dispute was typical of
the kind of angry volleyball
between the parties, who were
invited by the United States to

Monday .

Israel's negotiating teams
for talks with Syria, Lebanon
and a joint Jordanian-
were

due here Sunday. An advance

" Arab move for new talks date

team arrived Friday and began
setting up communicatiens
lines and making other logisti-
cal arrangements.

To dellect criticism f[rom
the United States and the
Arabs,. Isracl said it would be
willing to meet informally be-
fore Monday. Assistant
Secretary of State Edward
Djerejian discussed such a
possibility in separate meet
ings Thursday with the Arabs
and Palestindans.

Syria refused. Its chiel ne

gotiator. Muwalflak Allaf, said: .

“Why do 'we need such lalks?
We came here to resume bilat-
eral talks. Israel has tried o
delay the discussion of sub-
stantive matters.”

The Arabs had asked US of-
ficials to announce another
date for the talks.

“l1 think it's up to them to
sce when all the sides are
ready to sit and talk.,” said
Allaf.

The United States, how-
ever. was hoping the sides
could work out between them
a suitable meeting date, said
James Baker

Obhi 1n
Bangkok !

By Sohel Manzur

Golam Faruq Obhi, one of
the accused in Dr Shamsul
Alam Khan Milon murder case.
reportedly left the country re-
cently.

According to a source close
to him, Oblki managed to leave
Bangladesh along with some of
his associates for Bangkok on
November 27 after laying
wreaths at the Dr Milon mon-
ument in the TSC areca of
Dhaka University.

it could not, however, be
confirmed how he made his
way through to the plane de-
the presence of immi-

his stay in the country

See Page 12 Col. |

tals believe they have taken a
long time to become part of
Britain; to now broaden their
scope seems superfluous.
"Why should | worry,” asks

swamped with s from
Europe.” Astans tell them-
scives nothing will change.
Wrong. think the
Committee for Racial Equality
(CRE), the Labour Party, and a

growing number of private in-

to Shreela
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News analysis
Rohingya repatriation - a
knotty issue this time

By A Special Correspondent

sh may find repa-
triation of Rohingyas an odd
job despite the o ex-
pressed by the Foreign
Minister recently on his return
after a three-day visit to

Myanmar (Burma).
Much of the optimism of

| the Foreign Minister ASM

Mostafizur Rahman was based
on his successful handling of
the Roh a

volvement of the Rohingyas in
ro-democracy movement
L\! shrouded the prospect of

an easy solution of the issue.

Reports reaching the world
media that Myanmar's
mﬂtnmhry rulers have
stepped up their on
the -tlmicp Muslims.
For their support to the pro-
democracy movement. On the
other hand, the militant
Rohingya Muslims have re-
grou themselves for a

war against Myanmar
to restore the once n-
dent Muslim home of
Arakan, a mountainous cres-
cent in the Bay of Bengla on
WIm:ﬂ-L

The current exodus of
Ro began last March
when the military junta
launched a fresh crackdown
and at least seven
See Page 12 Col. 1

ship. Commonwealth
c“ﬂ%‘ﬂﬂ all basic
privileges in . but will

lace sertous travel restrictions
once the frontiers open.”
Moman agrees, “this s a
politically sensitive iasue, be-
cause to put it starkly. no
country wants another coun-
try's immigrants.” Non-British
residents of E could
find not only their travel but

thetr and busi
ness o unities limited,
and in the

The of -uuﬂ
dmr'i:‘l“ on the

fear hard days in Europe in coming year

S Bari writes from London
dividuals.

agenda. The British intend o
ut some pressure on their
llow members to agree to full
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Press note

were hurled from the Awami
League sponsored meeting
held at Bangabandhu Avenue
Friday afternoon, according to
a press note issued by the
Home Ministry, reports BSS,
Condition of senfor Assis-
tant Police Commissioner,

people from the meeting in
groups launched repeated at
tacks on the police in and
around the area. They also
tried to set ablaze the police

utterance of such .I'tllllrhl.

See Page 12 Col. 6

A well-planned
conspiracy :
NP

BNP Secretary General
.

condemned the attack on g
BNP procession f[rom the
meeting of a particular politi-
cal party yesterday describing
it as a "well-planned conspir-
acy to destroy the just estab-
lished democracy”. reports
BSS.

In a statement, Talukder
who is also the Minister for
LGRD and Cooperatives. said
the planned attack from the

See Page 12 Col. §

- Five-party blames

AL, BNP for

marring Dec 6
spirit

dent

Thé Five:party rally vester
day afternoon in front of GPO
in observance of the first an-
niversary of the mass upsurge
that ousted the Ershad regime
had to be abandoned a few
minutes after it had begun as
police fired tear shells at the
venue. Panic gripped the area
and ple attending the rally
left place.

Jahangir of Oikya
Prokria was the only alllance
leader who would ish his
speech at the rally presided
over by Hasanul Huq Inu. the
convener of the alliance.

The tear shells were burst
about three yards from the dias
while Bangladesher

See Page 12 Col. 6

Don’t let autocracy
return: Jamaat

By Staff Correspondent
Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, secretary general of
the gov-
political
to work sincerely for
institutionalising the hard-
democracy.
Addressing a public meet-
Friday afternoon in front of
the north gate of Bailtul
Mukarram, Maulana Nizami
said, “We should remain vigi-
lant so that the autocracy,
which was ousted one year ago.
cannot make a retum.” Jamaat

organised the meeting in ob-
servance of the ‘carctaker

|

DU classes
resume today
By DU Correspondent

The classes of Dhaka
University begin today
(Saturday) after forty day's un-
scheduled closure due to
teachers strike demanding
effective measures to curb ter;



