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No Dole Bludgers These

by Fayza Haq

Witty, warm and sensitive, with curly

of contemporary Australian artists and the
work of the Aborigines at the Alliance Fran-
caise.

"Australians are just waking up after a cen-
tury or more of British conservatism— legally,

economically and culturally,” the artist said,

commenting on the place of the Aborigines in
the society Down Under. "That the aborigines

have survived is miraculous. There aren't many
of them left. Australians have a heritage of in-

tolerance. The law and politics has been just a
little bit ahead. There is a change in culture in
Australia. There is a lot of unconscious preju-
dice that will take another generation to get
over."”

The painter added”,
children. don't really care about race or
colour.In Bathurst, where | stay ,the biggest

hair
and glasses, David Brian Wilson showed slides

It is different with

child care cen-
tre has been
initiated by a
Koori woman.
The law in New
South Wales
has introduced
an anti-
discrimination
bill where it is
now criminal
to discriminate

under the lands right legislation.The land is
taken [rom the white farmers and given back
to the Aborigines, " David replied.

Does he have the impression that many of
the Aborigines are 'drunken, useless and living

“on the dole'? "Many Australians dﬂmﬂ.:ut that .

They also think that Asians are away
their jobs. There is a definite feeling of resent-
ment . There is no reason to believe that peo-
ple anywhere in the world don't tend to be
prejudiced”, he replied.

What is his impression of the white Austra-
lian painters who bring in the gum trees,
sheep and shed as their main themes? "That
was a part of the ordinary culture of Austra-
lia.These painters felt that unless it was some-
thing you could recognise it really was not
there." '

Isn't the Australian art— until recently —
very much a copy of what has been going on in

wm Europe? David
replied. a trifle
ruffled up.,” It
is not a copy
but an inter-
pretation of
{ what is going
# on in Europe
.| because Austra-
o lia is very iso-
lated. Now that
the ability to

on the ground travel for
of those set out wealthy Austra-
in the charter lians is there,
of the United and there is
Nations. The also the grant
law has real- system for art-
ised that socie- ists this allows
ty is slow and them to go
therefore about and
makes it oblig- David B. Wilson: That the aborigines have survived is change their
atory to imple- miraculous.” Photo: Altaf Hossain/ DRIK. ' culture.

ment the laws.
This won't stop the prejudice but may help to
change it".

Discussing Aboriginal art David remarked,’ |
have great admiration and affection for this be-
cause it is some of the first art that | saw as a
child. So it stayed with me. | feel out of order
talking about it because | don't belong to that
culture. So 1 rely very much on explanations by
the Koori people. As to what the Australian
public thinks of it ,they say all paintings are
_squiggles. There is only 5% of the Australian
mpu]atiun interested in art or culture or bal-

although opera has an enormous, growing
support” |
. Talking about the exploitation of the aborig-
inal artists by the go- betweens, the painter
pointed out to me, “The exploitation of the
artist by the gallery owners is not confined to
the Aboriginals. The average per cent charged
by the gallery is between 33% to 45% commis-
sion — which is an obscenity. There are, how-
ever, two or three galleries in Sydney who

25%. As a painter | myself have been
exploited. The fact that the Aborigines have
been exploited is nothing new.”

He added, "Aboriginal art is today being
taken all over the world as in USA and Europe.
| personally wouldn't use galleries . If a lot of
painters did that it would make a difference in
the commission.”

If the Australians made an attempt to im-
prove the living conditions of the rigines
will they produce better work? "1 don't think
the Aboriginal people are aware of what is hap-
pening to them. They see a different way of us-
ing their culture to obtain money. buy property

Is he con-
tented with the way Australian art is progress-
ing?"l'm sceptical of the direction of Australian
art. Successful career belongs to a selected
few. It takes 20 years to decide sometimes
that they are not interested in a career and
woluld not like to be a part of a movement that
they do not agree with.” David replied.

Does he think that Aboriginal art can be
combined with new [acilities and make some-
thing contemporary? "There is a lot of graphic
work being done with Aboriginal art. In time
this will affect the culture just as the eating
habits have changed in the last 50 years due to
the influence of the Italians, Chinese and the
Malays. We no longer eat only boiled potatoes
and chops. As for myself I've had chillies for
thirty years as | once shared digs with a Goan
colleague.” he informed.

What was his impression of the Asian bien-
nale — the Bangladeshi section of which he
managed to see? "It was one of enormous en-
ergy and it reflected a society all in a contem-
porary language. The artists | really enjoyed
are Khalid Mithu, Kanak Chanpa. and Hashi
Chakrabarti.”

Which arc the artist he is influenced by?

"Giotto. Rembrandt and Ausgustus John. |

Among the Australians | go in for William Do-
bell and Margaret Preston. I'm not interested
in Sidney Nolan even though he showed Aus-
tralians how to make symbols from the culture
of the white Australia.” he replied.

The difficulties he faced in his work in-
clude "being uninfluenced by fashion and being
tempted to follow a successful career.” His wife
remains his greatest inspiration and support.

Arrest of labour

leader condemned

Bangladesh Workers
Federation (BWF) and several
other trade union bodies. con-
demning the arrest of labour
leader Abdul Mannan,
Thursday said the present gov-
ernment is not better than the
ousted autocratic regime, re-
ports UNB. -

They demanded that
Mannan be released, warrants
against other trade unionists
withdrawn and workers dis-
putes settled through negotia-
tions to do away with the
"repressive policies'.

In a joint press statement,
leaders of the organisations
sald sudden arrest of the
leader of Jute and Textile
Workers Action Committee
indicates that the policies of
the present government was
also to harass the trade union
leaders. :

They also criticise the gov-
ernment for what they called
its inaction about workers’
wages commission alongside

- the implementation of the pay

commission's report, non-real-
isation of the 8 and 6-point
demands of jute and textile
workers.

Metropolitan
‘Parties won’t gain by

provoking terrorists’

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman Thursday called upon
all 1o rise above party interest
and work for consolidation of
the hard-earned democracy to
carry forward the development
activities, reports BSS.

A conspiraey s being
hatched to undo democracy
and the economic develop-
ment  programme undertaken
by the present government,
the minister said while unveil-
ing the foundation stone
plaque of the Monu Bridge In
Maulvi Bazar,

Communications Minister
Col (Retd) Oli Ahmed spoke on
the occasion. Begum Khaleda

Rabbani, MP, Azizur Rahman,
MP, and Abdus Shahid, MP,
were present.

The 136.44 meter long

‘bridge will be constructed on

the River Monu at an esti-
mated cost of Taka 3.46 crore.

The Finance Minister said
the BNP had virtually come to
power for the last three
months and any conspiracy to
oust the present government
would only affect democracy

and politics in the country.

He said the political parties
would not gain anything by
provoking the programme of
siege and the act of terrorism.

Saifur Rahman said the BNP
government had been working
round the clock to eradicate
the problems created by the
autocratic rule for the last
nine years.

He said the government had
already started development
work to materialise the hopes
and aspirations of the people.

Speaking on the occasion
Oli Ahmed said the BNP's poli-
tics was aimed at promoting
welfare of the people and
building the nation.

He said the autocratic gov-
ernment of Ershad had ruined
the country's economy and it
required ° cooperation from all
to carry forward the activities
to rebuild the national econ-
omy.

Earlier, both the finance
and the communications min-
isters addressed three rallies—
one at Chunarghat in Habiganj
and two at Srimangal and
Rajnagar in Moulavi Bazar.
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¥ Birthday Greetings
December 6, 1991 s PX
to our beloved cousin ANIKA 6 12 91
REYAN RAMEEZ 7129
Wishing you many happy Both odr heart of hear. |
— Pial, Tamal, Shimul, and many happy retums
Babu, Mitul & Munmun. of the day.
s 5 i DADA, DIDA, BABA & MAA
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[ts new
just for you

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
Congratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-
ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booking details, please contact
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035
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; Photo show on mass upsurge begins

A two-day photo exhibition The Dhaka Universitly Rahman of the Associated

portraying different move-  journalists Association (DUJA) Hossain of
ments in the country began in organised the exhibition at the Er:rnmmﬂil:::l‘:k Mizanur
Dhaka Thursday in celebration T8C Cafetaria of Dhaka Rahman of Ingilab and Bayezid
of the first .nnm ol anti- Unh,-frn'lty_ Akhter. a freelancer. are on
SUloCTACY mass upsurge. re- Photographs by Pavel display.

perts UNB.
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BIUSINESS COMMUNICATION ¢ AUTOMATION LTD

Head office Service Cenlre Branch office

Room® 02, 1718 Floor 39, Mew Elephant Road, 74, Bangabandhu Roasd, m_
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Tel: 965103, 65104
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