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[BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you fo ftry our Beaufifully

preptred and Beautifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ond SEAFOOD In the cosy
otmosphere of o LOVELY HOUSE.
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Nation celebrates fall

of autocracy today

Nation celebrates today the
first- anniversary of the fall of
Ershad’'s autocratic regime.

On this day last year presi-

*dent Ershad stepped down in
the wake of a mass upsurge.

Chiefl Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, nominated by three al-
liances and mainstream politi-
cal parties took over as the
acting President of the
carctaker government
following Ershad's resignation.

The jubilant public paraded
the streets this day last year
with banners, colourful
festoons, placards and photos
of national leaders rejoicing
the  fall of the autocratic
regime.

Different political parties
and socio-cultural organisa-
tions in city and around the
country today have chalked out

By Staff Cmsﬁondent .

separate programmes to mark
the day.

The ru BNP will observe
the day .as ’Lm day'. On

this occasion the party has
convened a public meeting to-
day at Gulistan at 3

Prime Minister and BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia and
members of her cabinet will
address the meeting.

The party also asked all its
ward, thana and district units
to organise victory processions
and hold meetings on the oc-
casfon.

Awami League will hold a
public meeting at the
Bangabandhu Avenue at 2.30
pm to observe the day.

Acting president of the
party and Deputy Leader of the
Oppositien Abdus Samad Azad
will chair the meeting. Among

others, Abdul Mannan, Zillur
Rahman, Mohammad
Quamruzzaman, Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury. Amir
Amu, Tofael Ahmed,
Mohammad Nasim and
Mozaffar Hossain Paltu will ad-
dress the meeting.

The Five-Party combine has
called a public meeting in
front of the GPO imr the after-
noon. Central leaders of the
combine will speak on the oc-
casion.

The Patriotic Democratic
Front (PDF), comprising four
left political parties, will hold
its public meeting at the
Purana Paltan Crossing at 3
pm. '

CPB president Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik will preside
over the meeting which will
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CELEBRATION : Sangskritik Jote arranged a cultural show at the Paltan crossing in the
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city on the eve of the first anniversary of the fall of autocracy.

The best Sichuan
Served with taste

food this side of the Great Wall.
in elegant nﬂrnundingl, .

12:30—3 :30 p.m. and DINNER 6 : 30— 10 : 30 p.m.

2, Abbas Garden, Mohalhal, Dhaka
Tel 608458, 608469 '

— Star photo

BNP may abandon
Gram Sarkar

* Star Report

The ruling BNP which
ledged the formation of the
ram Sarkar in its election

manifesto is likely to abandon
the idea, according to a highly
placed source. .
The local government insti-
tutions review committee
headed by Information
Minister Barrister Nazmul
Huda will meet on December
8 to assess the effectiveness of
various local government insti-
tutions. The committee will
also discuss the matters with
the experts of different wuni-
versities., : P
When asked Information
Minister Nazmul Huda told
The Daily Star that there was
no necessity of Gram Sarkar.
He said thae it wouiu be betier
to let the Union Parishad act
as the base of local cell gov-
ermment. He said that with
the existence of the Union
Parishad there was no need to
introduce another parallel in-
stitution like Gram Sarkar.

The future structure of the
Upazila would be decided after
the election of the Union
Parishads, he revealed.

According to the insiders.
the ministers are divided on
the issue of Gram Sarkar.
Some of the ministers who
preferred to introduce the
Gram Sarkar as the lowest tier
of the local government insti-
tution citing reasqn that it was
conceived by late President
Ziaur Rahman said that the
Union Parishad would be more
or less non-partisan body and
there was no o acocom-
modate the representatives ol
different social forces as per
Constitutional Clause 9, which
dealt with the promotion of

{k local government mstitu-

tions.
On the other hand, the
‘ministers opposing the con-

cept of Gram Sarkar told this
correspondent that the forma-
tion of Gram Sarkar would ul-
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Take fresh vow
to safeguard
democracy : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia Thursday urged
the people to devote them-
sclves to building a happy and
prosperous country imbued
with the spirit of anti-autoc-
racy movement and fulfil the
8rcams of the martyrs, reports
BSS.

In a message on the eve of
the 'democracy emancipation
of day’, m Zia called for

%‘h vow on this day
to democracy as the

ever-vigilant sentries of
democracy.
The Prime Minister said |

the of democracy is
peace, discipline, f[raternity,
tolerance, dutifulness,

said.

The Prime Minister said
democracy was not an abstract
thing. She said democracy did
not mean only restoration of
political rights, the economic
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Don't pay heed

to propaganda,
says Khaleda

KAIMGANJ, Dec 5: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today called upon the working
forces of the country to launch
an integrated movement to in
crease production &0 attain
self-reliance, reports BSS.

Addressing a huge gather-
ing at Kaligan] Sramik College
ground, the Prime Minister
asked the workers of the mills
and factories not to pay heed
to the vile propaganda of the
vestcd interests groups.

The workers have to put in
extra efforts for increasing
production and help the pre-
sent rnment solve the ac-
cumulated problems, she said.

Begum Zia said the -

ment was t its best to
saife mhi!’ of "t
workérs bf the country. It had
already granted 10 per cent al-
lowance for the workers. she -
said adding but all the prob-
lems could not be solved at a

time with our limitéd re-

Tinbigha accord
doesn't mean
transfer : Delhi

NEW DELHI, Dec 5:
Government today ruled out
any review of the 1974 and
1982 agreements with
Bangladesh on the Tinbigha
Corridor asserting that even
the Supreme Court has held
that the whole controversy on
the matter was a 'fight on a
non-issue’, re PTI.

The Minister of State for
External Affairs, Eduardo
Faleiro. told LK Advani during
question hour that the ques-
tion of the review of the
agreements never arose
even when the -Congress
governmnts wery in power.

He said that it was a mis-
conception to assume that any
transier of Indian territory
was involved in granting the
Corridor. under the agree-
ments, only a right of access
to its enclaves was being cre-

ated for Bangladesh and the

|
Corridor would continue to |
remain part of India, he said |
Faleiro said that it has been

cansistently held by the courts |
— from a single judge of the I
Calcutta High Court to a divi- |
sion bench of the Supreme |
Court — that no secession of
territory was involved in the
matter. He assured the House
that he would place on the
table of the House a copy of the
judgement of the Supreme

Court itself today.
jle Advani said that a

least | rpetuity of  the
Ct}l‘i’ﬁu:‘?mtz} lapse of |

Indigdn sovercignty over the |
territory and it would mean it
was a virtual transfer, Somnath
Chatterjee (CPI-M] thanked
the Minister for removing
misgivings on the issue.
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Guarantee Is

WASHINGTON, Dec 5 :
Syria's chiefl negotiator called
on the Bush administration

s fhad s yer s

talks which Arabs

Washington talks “shows
clearly that lsrael acts ac-
cording to its own wishes *

l

Terry Anderson
in Germany

WIESBADEN (Germany).
Dec 5 A jubilant Terry
Anderson was reunited
Thursday at this way station for
freed hostages with sister
Peggy Say. who lobbled presi-
dents and prime minister in a
dogged campaign to get him
freed. reports AP.

"What can | say? It's just
great. It's been so long.” said
the 44- year-old journalist, the
last American hostage iIn
Lebanon, from the steps of the
US military hospital

in an intermittent pre-
dawn rain, more than 200
shouting and
grected the chief Middle Bast
correspondent for The

who was

Associated Press,
freed Wednesday after 2.458
days in captivity.

He held the hand of his 6-
year-old daughter Sulome,
whom he met for the first
time after he was driven to
Syria on Wednesday.

Mrs Say dashed forward,
gave him a huge hug and
stroked  his face after he
stepped down from the heli-
copter that shuttied him from
a nearby US air base.

They held ecach other
tightly and rocked back and
forth. On the hospital steps
she stood at his side, wiping
tears of joy from her eyes.

"Welecome Home"™ and
“Merry Christmas” yelled peo-
ple in the crowd, many of
them on the balconies
of two floors of the hospital

A recession appears to have
gripped the country.

A recent study conducted
by the Metropolitan Chamber
of . Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) shows that the econ-
omy was in a nose-down situa-
tion during the first four
months (July-October) of the
current fiscal year. Economie
experts say that the situation
did not show any iImprovement
in November also.

The industrial production
in almost all sectors declined
between six and 30 per cent.
Steel. jute and urea production
bore the brunt of the slump.
Production of jute goods de-
climed by 15 per cent, steel by

Recession shows no

Star Economic Report

30 per cent and urea by 12 per
cent.

The production in export
oriented industries also de-
clined except for the gar-
menl sector. The poor per-
formance of the industrial sec-
tor can be related to the over-
all slump in economy, inade-
quate credit facilities and
labour unrest, according to the
MCCI study.

The slower production
trend was also met by a de-
cline in sales for a wide range
of items. The worst sale was
recorded in steel sector. It
fell by about 47 per cent.

Although the export earni
during the July-October peric

e — re—

recovery

increased by about B per cent
in Dollar terms compared
with the corresponding pe-
riod of the last fiscal year, the
increase was mainly due to
high. performance of the gar-
ment sector. Export earning
from all other major sectors

12 PAGES : PRICE

! and

fell during the period.

The economic stagnation
also caused a fall in import
despite a comfortable foreign
exchange reserves position.
Imports during the first quar-
ter of fiscal 1991-92 was lower
by about Taka 700 crore than
the same period last fiscal
year.

The export during the first
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Liagat taken
on police
remand

By Staff Correspondent

Liagat Hossain allas Liagat,
one of the su killers of
Dr Shamsul Alam Khan Milon,
was taken on a onc-day police
remand Thursday .

A special squad of detective
police arrested Liagat from

- s o o s

“posturing and (a way) of gain-
ing time.” President Hosni

Mubarak said -

While Israel stayed away
from the schedu bilateral
talks at the US State

Department on Wednesday.
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the
Palestinians attended but left
within an hour.

The Was sessions
were 10 be a continuation of
the conference that began in
Madrid, Spain, on November 4.

Hanan Ashrawl,
spokeswoman for Palestinians,
said her

was not in-
terested in a rerun of

Wednesday's false-start to the

talks, when Arab and
Palestinian delegations spent
less than an hour in rooms at
the State Department waiting
for the Israell delegations that
did not intend to arrive.

"We cannot negotiate uni-

Fresh autopsy of
Mukhter ordered

By Staff Correspondent !

The Chiel Metropolitan
Magistrate Tl'tur-ia::rdemd a
fresh autopsy of body of
Hafez Mukhter Hossain on a
plea by his brother.

The body will be exhumed
and sent to PG tal for an
autopsy as Mukhter's brother
appealed to the magistrate not
to allow the autopsy again at
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH). The magis-
trate asked the authority to
send the body to PG Hospital

and to complete the autopsy
report by December 8.

The magistrate rejected the
said prayer of Mary Janet
Shyamoli and ordered her ap-
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rael1 presence, Syrians ask Bush

Meanwhile., in Beljing
Isrme Prime Minister Yitzak
Shamir said in an interview

published that his gov-
ernment was o discuss
the territories at the

second round of Middle East
peace talks.

Shamir teld the Xinhua
news agency's Jerusalem-
based nt that de-
spite differences with Arab
delegates, his government
hoped the parties would con-
tinue peace talks.

The interview. conducted

tarvied by the Peopics Daiy |
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'PM urging
terrorists
to halt
terrorism’

Awami League Thu

| condemned what it called a

government move to repress
leaders and workers I:F the
party and {ts front organisa-
tions in the name of curbing
terrorism, reports UNB,

A mee of the party's
central working committee
criticised Prime Minister
Bcéum Khaleda Zia for her
Wednesday's speech at Shapla
Chattar where she called on
the Chhatra Dal "terrorists” to
contain' terrorism.

- "This is nothing but a cruel

with the whole nation
by the Prime Minister wheo
called terrorists to halt terror-
ism.” a resolution of the meet-
ing said.

Being surrounded by
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Tribute paid
to Suhrawardy

By Staff Correspondent
The nation paid its

tribute to Hussain
Shaheed Suhrawardy. on the
28th anniversary of his death

Various political and socio-
cultural organisations chalked
out elaborate programmes to
observe the day,

Placing of wreaths at the
mazar of the late leader. milad
mahfil, Quran khwani and dis-
cussion meetings at the mazar
premises and elsewhere were

Ilias,

| the highlights of the day.

Spcakers at a discussion
meefing held at the mazar
premises Thursday morning
culogised the pioneering role
of Suhrawardy for the estab-
lishment and growth of

cussion jointly organised by
Shaheed Suhrawardy Jatiya
Smriti Parishad. Bangladesh
Human Rights Organisation
and Jatiya Baktitto Gabeshana
Kendro.
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Law enforcers
need no permission
to enter into
DU halls

By DU Correspondent

Law enforcers will need no
permission to enter into Dhaka
University residential halls to
push out terrorists,

The decision came at a
meeting of the wuniversity's
Provost Committee Thursday
at the office of the Vice
Chancellor.

The meeting. presided over
by Abul Mansur Muhammed
Abu Musa, convenor of the
committee, also decided to
cancel the aliotment of the
residents if it was found © give
shelter to any armed hoodlums
or outsiders in their hall
rooms.

The mecting said no guest
would be allowed to stay at the
halls without prior permisston
of the provosts.

The meeting also suggested
the university students keep
valid identity cards with them-
selves.

China assures
help in mass
literacy, population
control projects

China has -E:ﬁm
bic assistance to Bangladesh in
implementing its population

control projects and mass lit-
eracy programmes, reports

The assurance was given by
the visiting Chinese Minister

- of The State Family Planning

Commission Pet Yun at a
meeting with Minister for
Health and Family Welfare

Kamal fbne Yusuf at

Chowdhury .
his residence here Thursday

- evening.

Yun arrtved here Thu
afternoon on a 6-day
visit. Minister for Health and

F Welfare Chowdhury
Ibne Yusul recetved her
at the

A senfor offictal of the
Health Mintstry



