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LYON, France,
Dec 2 : Under-
dogs France won
the Davis Cup for
the first time in
59 years on
Sunday when Guy Forget took
up the baton passed an by the
hero of the tie, Henri Leconte,
reporis Reuter,

\
HENRI LECONTE

Forgel beat US Davis Eup

dcbutant I'cte Sampras 7-6,

A harsh baptism for

LYON, France, Dec 2: As an-
other ace flew past him and

the crowd broke into another’

chant, Pete Sampras could
only shake his head in frustra-
tion and wonder what he'd
gotten himsell into, reports
AP.

Welcome to the Davis Cup,
Pete. A very unfriendly wel-
come, indeed.

. Sampras is no slouch. He
won the US Open last year
He's been the hottest player
on the tour lately, winning the
ATP Championships in
Frankfurt two weeks ago. He's
ranked No. 6 in the world.

But nothing prepared the
nu-yur-uld A.merk:n for tht

mmnmc@

pras, who.had never
in Davis Cup, sud-
denly found himsecll as the
United State’'s No. 1 singles
player for the championship
round against France.
- There were no rookie
heroics. lost both of
his matches as France won its
first Davis Cup trophy since
Je3d2.

6, 6-3, 6-4 o give France an

unbeatable 3-1 lead over the

defending ¢ fons.

The triumph for which
France had been wailing since
1932 produced an explosion of

al Lyon's Palais Des Sports

e 8,000 exuberant home
fans had cgged on their team
and dishcartened their oppo-
nenits with a constanl ca-
cophony of ecarsplitting cheers

and jecrs.

French non-playing captain
Yannick Noah led his tcam in a
conga dance on court to cele-
brate a viclory which few but
he had believed in before the
start.

"l don’'t think this was an
upsel alter what | saw this
weekend,” Noah said. "1 always
knew if Guy and Henri played
their best tennis we would be
in there and it would be de-
cided by which team h.m:l the
biggest heart.”

Though Forget df..lhrcn.-d

"It's very disappointing,”
Sampras said. "] feel like | let
down my team. It certainly
ends my year on a very sour
note.”

On Friday, after Andre
Agassi had beaten Guy Forget,
Sampras lost in s t sets to
the resurrected Henri Leconte.
With Forget and Leconte beat-
ing Ken Flach and Robert
Seguso in the
Satyrday. Sampras and i
needed to w'ltI: the r:f::c

singles Sunday.
But went down in

four sets to Forget, giving
France a 3-1 victory. With the
outcome already decided, the
last match was scrapped.

“I'll have to use this as a

.hnduflldrnmll experience,”

Sampras said. " I just hope it
never h Hopefu
it will :IEEE“. .ﬁh:fr in Da
Cup the next time | play.”
Forgel said both he and
Leconte felt Sampras was the
US team's weak link because of
his Davis Cup inexperience.
"Pete gets affected by the
crowd and he misses a few
balls. We took advantage of
tach weakness Pete had,” he

doubles '

the Cup-winning jint, most of
the credit must go to the
amazing performance of
Leconte, written ofl by many
aflter a third back operation
this year.

"Leconte was the man of the
tie as far as I'm concerned,”
American captain Tom
Gormunl u.ld "Wc weren't ex-

GUY FORGET

pecting him to play at all and
we couldn't understand [rom

Sampras

Not that Sampras choked or
collapsed. lle played Forget
virtually even, winning only
three fewer points (122-119)
for the whol¢ match. Sampras
even had more winners, 35, to
29.

The dilfecrences was that
Forgel served  slightly better,
hitting 17 acces, including scv-
eral in crucial situations.

"Up until the last point |
still fclt Pete was in the
match,” said team captain Tom
Gorman.

Gorman, who passed over
world No. 2 Jim Courier for
the team, defended his deci-
sfon to sclect Sampras for the
final.

"l thought a lot about it be-
forchand and 1 talked to a ot
of players,” Gorman said. "Petc
was playing so well. I felt il he
played at just 75 per cent of
that level we would win.”

The rcasons for the US de-
fcat lay not with Sampras,
Gorman said, but with an un-
expected French hero.

“We didn't ~<know about
Leconie. lle was the man. We
never thought he would play so
well,” Gorman said.

Tough draW for Soviet spikers

TOKYO, Dec 2
champions the United States
and Soviet Union will have
a tough job delending their u-
tles following the draw here
today for the volleyball prelim-

tournament of the 1992
Barcclona Games, reports AFP.

Conducted Intcrnational

Volleyball Federation wice-
ident Yurt Chesnokov at a
| iIn Tokyo, 12 men's and

eight women's teams were di-

vided inlo two groups each in
the preliminary round robin
tion.

Uniled States, two-
time conscculive gold medal-
ists, will lcad Group-A, which
includes current world cham-
pions ltaly, North American
represcnlatives Canada, Asian

cl.nm.hpnn hosts Spain
a qualificr.
Tht Sovict Uniin, ‘h

md the Europcan liue
Ialy two months ago
and added the World Cup o0
thetr credit last weckend, will
‘“Group-B and will

take Cuba, Brazil, Algeria,
:lh Korta and another quali-
The qualifier for GrouprA
will be fought among France,

Shooters hope US
trip will help
~fhem in SAF Games

: Olympic

“olaradn, USA,
v, M.am rlout’
laurcls for e niry at the
upcoming South
Federation [SAF) Games 1o be
held in Sri Lanka from the last

Yugoslavia, Argentina,
Camcroon, Finlﬂnd and
Australia in France, May 10-15,
while the other will be chosen
among Lhc Nctherlands, Peru,
Poland, Egypt, China and

Bulgaria in the Netherlands, .

May 10-17.

Four tcams from each group
will advance o the quarter-fi-
nals, while the other [our
countrics will pl;y in the 9th-
12th place playofls

In the women's Group-A
will be world champions the
Sovict Untion, the United
Stalcs, Japan and Spain, while

McEnroe skips
EC meet

ANTWERP, Belgium, Dec 2 :
John McEnroe on Sunday be-
came the second playver to
wiliraw [rom the Europcan
Community tennis champi-
onship, the organisers said,
reports Reuter.

McEnroe, who has won the
tournament three limes, is
suffering from tendinits in the
right knee. Holder Goran
Invanisevic of Yugoslavia pulled
out on Fiiday with an achilles
tendon injury.

The tournament, lamous lor
a diamond-studded goldcen
winnier's trophy shaped like a
tennis racket, starts today.

World number onec and top
sced Stefan Edberg is recover-
ing from a knee injury and will
play if he can. He is due to ar-
rive in Antwerp today (o pre-
pare for hia second-round
match on Wednesday or
Thursday.

The tournamenl's eight
sceded , who also iIn-
clude Boris Becker, lvan Lend|,
Pete ras and French

Davia Cup Guy Forget, all
received byes into the sccond

Group-B will include World
Cup holders Cuba, European
champions Lhe Netherlands,
China and Drail.

Sccond and third finishers
from the two groups will move
into the quartcr-finals and the
two winners from that round
will then Lake on the winner of

each of the Hﬂ:llminlry groups
in the scmi-linals.

Milla on target
for Kuwait!

CAIRO, Dec 2: Cameroun’s
veteran World Cup star Roger
Milla scored Kuwalit's [irst
goal in international soccer
since the of the Gulf War
ina 1-1 w against Egypt
on Sunday, reports Reuter.

Making a guesl
appearance, the retire<l 39
year-old striker slammed the
ball into the ‘net from [ive
metres in the fourth minute
to put Kuwait ahead. Ismail
Yousse/[ equalised in the 39th
milnute.

Fans from both countries,
allies during the Gulf War,
waved banners.

Iranian Pas Club
DCM champions

NEW DELI, Dec 2 : Irandan
lcague leaders Pas Club are the
new DCM lootball champions,
reports PTI.

The defeated Rovers Cup

champions Mohun Bagan by a
sur 25th minute goal by
midficlder Akbar Yousefl, in
the [inal played at the
Ambedkar Stadtum here today.

Pas Club captain and de-
lender - marker Aghajanlan
reccived the trophy from the
Minister of State for

his record that he would play
so well.”

Leconte, ranked only 161st
in the world, rescued the tic
for France alter Forget had lost
Friday's opening singles Lo
Andre Agassiy by bealing
Sampras in straight scts in the
sccond.

lie then proved to be the
anchor man when he teamed
with Forget to beat experi-
enced American pair Ken

Flach and Robert Seguso in Lhe
doubles.

Leconte, whose final, mean-'
ingless match with Agassi was
called off to leave thc [inal
scored at 3-1, was specchless
and in tears after Forgel's win,

Forget, normally Lhe most
placid of players, was punching
the air after winners as his
malch with Sampras ‘rcached
its climax.

After playing a winning
forchand to seal the triumph,
he lcaped into the air and then
fell to the ground, overcome

with emotion, after France's

derdogs stun the favourites

‘Historic triu mf‘:h.

Forget said an ace on set
point for Sampras in the first
sct tiebreak and another ace —
ofl a second serve - al break
point when he was serving for

the third set, had probably
changed the course of the
match.

"But for those {wo accs,
Andre might have becn playing
Leconte in Lthe decider now,”
he said.

"The crowd was [anlastic.
There's no doubt that the sup-
port of the crowd helped
Henri and Guy. But thal's part
of Davis Cup.” |

Forget described his second
serve ace as "Aupacious - and
hacky,”

"There came.a time in Lhe
match when | felt | had 1o take
a big risk and it camc ofl,” he
adddd.

"Bul this wasn't just my win.
It was Lhe viclory of [ive, 10
fricnds and of a whol¢e coun-

try.”

Sampras, who looked lonely
and forlorn on courl, said the
crowd had disturbed him,
especially in . his match with
Leconte, as had the new expe-
ricnce of playing in the Davis
Cup.

"This ends my year on a
sour note,” he said. "It's difler-
ent playing for your country
when you don't want to let

ne down.

“llopelully, it will be diller-
ent next time | play Davis Cup.”

It was France's sevenlh
Davis Cup victory aller the six
in a row won by the four
Musketcers - Jean Borotra,
llenri Cochet, Rene Lacoste
and Jacques Brugnon - be-
tween 1927 and 1932.

France rejoices

-PARIS, Dec 2 : From Pre-
sident Francois Mitlerrand on
down, Frerehmen rejoiced
Sunday over their [irst victory
in the Davis Cup tennis tour-
nament in 59 years, reports
Al.

"1 followed with passionate
interest the matches you
played with your worthy adver-
sarics,” Mitlcrand said in a
ichegram to the French team
after they beat the United
States 3-1 in the soulheastern
city of Lyon.

1 extend you my warmest
congratulations and thank you
sincerely for bringing the Davis
Cup back to France,” the
French President said.

Alter wining six straight
Davis Cup titles from 1927-32,
France's only other appearance
in a Davis Cup [inal was In
1982 when the French were

.whippud 4-1 by the Americans.

French  Premier  Edith
Cresson joined in the jublia-
tion, saying in a scparate icle-
gram, "You have made reality of
a dream that many shared with
you. Pass on in my name... the
thanks and congratulations of
all who share your enthusiasm
and your joy.”

Guy Forget's four-set viclory
over Pele Sampras on Sunday
clinched the title for the
French, three victories Lo one.

The win set of euphoria
acruss Lhe nation, with church
bolls tolling and cars honking
on Lhe Champs-Elysces.

ng clubs of the country at a
completed a three-week traini
pic Committee and the Nati

— USIS photo

e

Yanmck Nuah cnptmn of the French tennis team, brandishes in Lyan on December 1, the
Daﬂs Gup silver bowl that France had not won back since 1932. France defeated the US by 3

— AFP photo

ROME, Dec
Juvenlus, ht]ptd
by an all-loo-rarc
goal from Salva-
tore Schillaci and
a very late Roma
own goal, moved to within a
point of Italian league lcaders
AC Milan on Sunday, rcports
AFP.

For while Juventus were
winning 2-0 in Turin, AC
dropped a point in the tensc
atmosphere on the Milan

Schillaci, he of the wide
staring eyes and speclacular
scoring tricks throughout the
World Cup, came oul ol com-
parative ano Krnity to open the
scoring in the 37th minuic
with only his second of the
season, but his ltallan team-
mate, Roma skipper Giucscppe
Giannini, levelled alter 71.

And just when it scemed
that was how it would finish,
the unfortunate Mareo De
Marchi, signed from Juventus
in the summer, knocked the
ball past his own goalkceeper
Angelo Cervone Lo gift his old
i:luﬁ both points.

In Milan., honours remained
even with the Inevitable
goalscoring skills of Dutehman
Marco Van Dasten, for AC In
the I%th minute. And

Germany's Jurgen Kilinsmann,
for inler in the 55th, can-
celling cach other out.

Napoli remain in  third
place, three points behind
Juventus, aller a 3-3 draw away
al Lazio.

Laxio,
i1sls,

Italy's draw spocial-
llu,d up to thefr reputa-

. on target

SCHILLAC ...

tion as they mquumlcrt:d ad-l

lead with 22 minutes left.
German goal machine Karl-
heinze Riedle struck Wwice,
alter 24 and 58 minulces,
Uruguayan Ruben Sosa scored

| J uventus close in on AC

from the penally spot alter 68
and all Napoli had to show was
a 43rd minutc cffort from Ciro
Ferrera.

Frenchman Laurent Blance
began Lhe recovery with 11
minules leflt and
Gianfranco Zola, the little
Sardinian ably [illing Dicgo
Maradona's boots, snalched a
point with a last-minule goal,
lcaving Lazio a point behind.

Marma continuc o impress
and arc a point further back
alter a Sandro Meclli goal 10
minules into the gamc gave
them victory at Atalanta, bul
Foggia surprisingly went down
by the same score at struggling
verona.

There was no change al the
bottom, wherg Bari lost again,
2-1 at home to Genoa, despile
a late consolation goal from
Englishman David Plati, and
Ascoli came off worse in Lhe
rclegation battle at Cagliari,
whose Uruguayan star Danicl
Fonseca scored twice in 11
minutes carly in the sccond
hall to ensure viclory.

Sampdoria, impressive
winners over Europcan cham-
pions Red Star Belgrade in
Genoa in midweek, struggied
al home again and cscaped
with a point in the goalless
draw with Torine.

then*

MANILA, Dec 2: Dcfending
champions Indoncsia struck
back Iin the women's karale
Monday to overtake the
"hilippines and ensurc a close
race for the overall ttle at the
|6th South East Asian Gamcs
here, reporis AFP

The two countrics have 70
golds each with three days of
competitions leflt belore the
flame for the biennial Games |s
extinguished on Dgcember 5,
but Indonesia have 53 silvers
1o the hosts' 5O.

The hosts claimed victory
this early in this best-cver per
formance since joining the
Games federation in 1977

“Regardiess of the final out-
come, the Philippincs has al-

made sporis history,”
Phtrippintl Olympic
Committee chairmdn Cerilio
Hechanova sadd in a statlcment.

Indonesia, who momonlar-
fly relinquished the overall
lead to the hosis on Sunday,
swept all three kumile cvents
in the women's karale con-
tested Monday, led by their
veteran international c-mlh

r Rila Mujiarse in
m’f’:ﬂ kilograms class.
Two divisions wenl the way

- of all Indonesian linals.

The Philippines ook the
men's sl s gold In ennis
with Fchix Darrfentos beating
Indonesia’'s Benny Wijaya who

'

Seles' success

SAO PAULD, Brazil, Dee 2:
Top ranked Monica Scles beut
No. 4 Martina Navratilova 6-4
76 (8-8) Sunday o sweep o
pair of weekend cxhibMion
matches, reports AP

complained ol biasced lines-
men.

Thailand stamped their
mark on the women's shoolting
with four golds in the air pistol
and small bore standard rifle
three positions cvents o boosl

their gold catch to 54.
Malaysia have 22 golds with

g Karunanfithi winning the 10

kilomecter walk for men, bul
the result was pul under
protest by Indonesian
Jamaluddin Lawa, the eventual
fifth placer. The athletics jury
were meeling Monday o rule
on the protest

Singapore
ﬂﬂld'l

now have 13

through Kegler Grace Young,

pocketing the ladics
masters in bowling on Monday

Indonesians strike back

Burma have cight golds,
Victnam scven, DBrunci have
four bronze modals, and Laos
arc yct to win a medal.

MEDALS TABLE

Mcdals standings on da
eight of the nine-nation Soul
East Asian Games in Manila on
Thursday (Tabulate under gold,
silver, and bronse):

G S B
Indoncsia 76 62 50
Philippincs 74 85 72
Thatland 6l 62 58
Malaysia 24 31 50
Singapore 17 33 37
[furma i1 13 17
Vicinam 7 12 R
Brunct ﬂ 0 L,
Lo 0 0

It's a family aﬁa:r /

MANILA, Dec 2 : The javelin
throw event for became a
family aflair here nday as
indonesta took two golds.
Three silvers and a bronse in

the centerpiece athletios dis-
cipline at 16th South East
Asian Games, AFP,

Frans Mahuse, 28, beat off
the challenge of younger
brother Fredy Mahuse, 27, to
dominate the event for the
third CGames running with a
best throw of 76. 18 meters 0o
his brother's 71.14 meters.

But Frans Mahuse fatled to
improve on his meet record of
75.38 meters cstablished In
Jukaria in 1987,

Indoncsia also c Lthe
javelin event for women, Tati
Ratnaningsth throwing a best
of BO.76 melers. S also

fatled to improve on the meel
record of 51.10 meters which
she held.

The Philippines won (wo
golds and Burma took the ffth

plltlw broke his own
10-year-old record in

compatriot
Fidel Repizeo also set a new
Games record of 52.10 meters
in bagging the discus throw

gold for men.
Lwan took the

kilometer walk for women, in

the pmu setting a new |Valicramos won at the 1983
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| Special security

for Indians at
SAF Games

NEW DELHI, Dec 2 :,India
is to participate in all the 10
disciplines of the fifth South

Asian Fedcration (SAF) Games,

to be held in Colombo of Sri

Lanka from December 22 to

31, reports Xinhua. ‘

The events are : Athletics,

basketball, boxing. football,

shooting, swimming, table
tennis, tennis, volleyball and
weightlifting, according’ to
Indian Olympic Association
(IOA) president Sivanti Adityan
yesterday.

Talking to reporters after.
the annual general méeeting of
the IOA in Hyderabad, capital
of the southern state of Andhra
Pradesh, Adityan said the 224-

member Indian cont ni at
the SAF Games would be pro-
vided security.

He was quoted by the Press
Trust of India as saying that
IOA had writlten both o the
Sri Lanka Olympic Assoctation
and Lthe Sri Lankan govern-
mienl seeking detudls of seeu-
rily arrangenmwnl lor partici-
pants.

The Sri Lanka Olympic
Associalion had assured 10A
aboul Lhe Indians' safety, he
added.,

Asian record

MANILA, Dec 2 : Vietnam's
Dang Thi Dong set a South
East Asian Games record as
she claimed gold in Sunday's
standard rifle prone event, and
became the first competitor
here to better an Astan Games
best mark, reports Reuter.

Dong scored 595 points Lo
surpass the Asian Games mark
of 592 set in Beijing last year
by China's Qiu Ping Ehlng,
shooling officials said.

Her record performance,
which broke the South East
Asian Games record of 583 set
by compatriot Ngo Ngan Ha in
1989 in Kuala Lumpur, gave
Vietnam their sixth gold medal
in the nine-nation Games.

Maria Concepcion Sama-
nicgo of the Philippines also
passcd the South East Asian
Gamcs, mark, scoring 587 to
take silver.

The Philippines,
Indonesia by five golds over-
night in the overall medal
standings, closed the gap with
victories /which included the
men's and women's sofltball
and men's discus and cycling,

Buhain has

L L

no illusions

MANILA, Dec 2 : Five goild
medals in the 16th South East
Asian Gamces is not enough to
make a happy man out of
Filipino swimmer Eric Buhain,
who has set his sights on an
Olympic medal, reports AFT.

lle is richer by 250,000 pe-
sos (about 10,000 dollars) in
the form a $0,000 peso cash
reward offered by the govern-
ment for every gold medal won
in the Manila Gamecs, a small
fortunc by Philippine stan-
dards.

But the most bemedalled
athlcte's main concern is shav-
ing some lime off his personal
best record in the 100 meters
butterfly to at lcast make it to
the finals of the event in the
1992 Olympics in Darcelona.

"My best time is way ofl Lthe
world or Olympic records but |
am working very hard to bring
my lime to Olympic stan-
dards,” the 21-year-old Buhain,
told reporters.

His personal best in the
100 meters butterfly is 56.24
scconds while the world
reccord has been sct by
American Pablo Morales at
52.84 scconds.

The Olympic record is held
by Surinam’'s Anthony Nesty af
53.00 scconds.

Three weeks alter the cur-
renl Ganws end Buhain and
another Filipina swimmer
Akiko Thomson will renew
their rigasous training for the
Barcclona Olympics in Lhe

trailing

| United States.

This training involves a 12

hour regimen composcd
of twe [ve-hour swimming

. practices, lifling weights, acr-

| obics and running.

Buhain, Thomson and a
Canadian swimmer also aspir-
ing for an Olympic gold medal,
arc training under Ed Barsh,
the head coach of the swim-
ming team of the Universily of
Southern California.

Barrientos claims

men's tennis gold

MANILA, Dec 2 : ino
Felix Barrientos beat Ind-
oncsian Benny Wijaya 6-3, 78
(7-2) to capture the hotly-

contested men's tennis singles
title at the 16th South East
Astan Games here today, re-

ports AFP.
The victory was marred by

aired that

with their calls.
“Even before the match, |
was not afraid of losing to Felix
but of lesing because of the Ii-

nesmen,” sakd
The 23- Barrientos,

ranked number 199 In the
world by the Association of
the
in

Tennis Professionals, gave
country fts first tennis
the Games since

uel

staging in Singapore.



