MAGURA
Aman procurement
drive begins

Deec 2 : Aman paddy pro-
curemenl drive has gol un-

here in four of
the district from mber
15, reporits UND. '

" Distriet Food Controller
said, the procurement Llargetl
of this ycar has been fixed at
2,300 metric tons.

The upaxila-wise larget is as
follows; metric tons will
be procured in Sadar centre,
400 tons in Alokdia centre,
‘8500 tons in Binodpur centre,
200 tons in Srecpur centre,
300 tons in Arpara centre and
400 tons in Mohamadpur cen-
tre.

KHAGRACHHARI |
Skeleton of

kidnapped tribal

recovered

Dec 2 : Police recovered
the skeleton of the kidnapped
tribal Prodip Chakma (32)
from the decp Jorest at
Dighinal upazila of the district
Friday, reports UNB.

Pradip Chakma, husband of
Champa Rani (25) was kid-
na on Augusi 14 last.
um:: on suspicion, police
arresied Champa and her two
accom Anil Chakma (28)
and Paoddut Chakma (30), of
the same upazila.

The accused at last admit-
ted Friday that they killed
Prodip immediate after the
abduction and three the body
into the deep forest and police
on the basis of their confes-
sional statcment managed to
recover the skcleton. It is al-

that
with the two accom-

Betel leaf
growers to
Bl{BJoan

Dec 2 :

Betel leafl abu
in Bauphal, Dashmina,
Galachipa
Patuakhali Sadar,
Babugnanj, r, Gournadi,
Agoiljhara, Hizla,

and Bakergan] of

and

Madaripur district, Nalchiu,
Kathalia, and Sadar ol
Jhalakhathi district and Sadar,

ria, Bedarganj and

in Sharlatpur dis-

KISHOREGANS _

- Kader Siddiqui
demands repeal

of Indemnity Ord

indemnity Ordinance of 1975
and urged all (0 be unitcd

against the infamous

ih the of the csscnttals.
Stability can only . conw
through the ol

Upazila roundup
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SIRAJGANJ

20 held for
illegal power

consumption

Dec 2 : A mobile court of
the local Elcetric Supply ar-
rested 20 people and realisced
a finc of Taka 40,000 for fllcgal
power consumplion, rceports
UND. .

The eourt also snapped a
sizcable number of illegal
clectric lines in the Pourasava
and Belkuchi arcas in last few

With this, oflicials said,
electricity worth aboul hand-
some amount of Taka has been
saveed.

RaJsaAHI
Slum development

work begins

Dec 2 : Development work
has been geared up on two
slum arcas — Baze Kazla and
lHatem Khan llarizanpara — of
the city, rcports UNB.

The "slum area dcvelop-
ment t" was undertaken
at an estimated cost of Tk 7
lakh by Rajshahi City Corpora-
tion with assistance from
UNICEF and Local Government

' Engincering Bureau, according

to oflictal source.

The on-going project covers
construction of 1200 metres of
pucca roads, 800 metres of
drains, 4 dustbins, sinking of
24 tubcewels and supply of
electricity and sanitary la-
trines.

Six more slums will be
taken up lor development on
completion of the exisling
project, Lhe source added.

JHENIDAH
Mukul Smriti

Sangha win

soccer trophy

Dec 2: Mukul Smriti Sangha
became champion in Shaheed

Serr:lnl Enayct Karim Foot-
ball Lcague —91 dcfeating
Abahani Krira Chakra by a

solitary goal held Friday at
Jhen stadium, recports
UNIL.

Zakir scored the goal al

People urged to

take part in
canal digging

Dec2:  State minister for
Irrigation, Flood Control and
Water Devclopment Musarral
llossain Shahjahan urged the
NP workers (o actively partic-
ipalc in the programnres ol
canal digging and mass litcracy
initiated by Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman, reports BSS.

dressing the bienntal
conlerence of Bheramara thana
BNP here last afiernoon, he
asked them o molivale the
people for participaling in all
as laid down by
President Zia to forge a greater
national progress could not be
achicved without eradicating
the tlis of terrorism, corrup-
tion and smuggling from the
T e ales cenght
of all guarters in the
national problems on priority
bxasis.

The State Minister further
sald steps would be taken lo
protect the villages of er
Kushtia district from ¢ro-
sion of the river Padma.

NETRAKONA

Work on 548
uplift projects
In progress

Dec 2 : Works on B48 de-

t area going

oy T ey

and two municipal areas under

Netrakona district, reports
1SS,

According to an official
source, 834 metric lons of
wheat worth about Taka 40
lakh were sanctioned by Lhe
government for implementa-
tion of the projects.

The upazila-wisc projects
are : 109, Barhalia 40,

pat vodo g Ringymven, s
' 20, Kendua 35,
Madan 30, Mahanganj 73,
Necirakona Sadar 86,
Purbadhala 55, Netrakona
Paurashava nine and
paurashava one.
The projects include repair
of roads, construction of em-
bankmcnts and cxcavation of
ponds and canals.

T

Rk, A

e L R
. e

S 1 e g N
ik B L =

: S ' g

L ! 3 '... J L - s i
4 A it 3 Epdnr: -

tourism in the region is lying uncared for.

National

g

L] L ’
+ Fiw .

KHULNA : A view of the site selected to construct a motel 23 years ago at a place three miles off the town to develop

— Star photo

Shoals in rivers threaten |

river communication

PABNA, Dec 2 : Fasl
emerging shoals on the rivers
Padma and Jamuna have been
serfously threatening river
communication with the
northern districts, reports
UNB.

About 5,000 shoals have
been located on the 120 km
route between Daikhwa at
Kurigram and Goalanda of
Rajbari, hydrological experts
said. -

Over 3000 of these shoals
have surfaced making the
mighty river look like a narrow
siream at some points, they
said.

The Rail ferry transport of
Sirajganj-Jagannathganj and
Bahadurabad-Fulbari take dou-
ble time than before due to
cmergence of chars, said a
railway source. '

Sharp fall in water level in
the Jamuna at Nagarbari has
causced the ferry ghat to be
transferred to Raghunathpur,
two kilometers south ward.

The Irrigation and Rural
Development Project of Pabna
has been threatened by the ex-
cessive fall of water level of the
Jamuna. The water flow of
Jamuna which was 1900 cuscc
in November last year has
come down to 1700 this ycar.

Low level of the Jamuna
near the Bera Pump Station
has disrupted water supply for
irrigation — alffecting 8 h
acres of land in Pabna, Natore
and Sirajgan] districts, where
winter crop valued at about Tk
10 crore may be lost.

The water level of the
Padma which was 12.06 metre
at the Hardinge DBridge point
in November last year has
dropped to 8.96 meters this
year and the flow has dwindled
to 11500 cusecs [rom 14000
cusecs last year.

Nearly 1500 chars have
emerged in the 85 km route
between Kansart al Chapai-
nawabganj and Kazirhat
reducing navigability to an
alarming level.

Excessive fall in the water
level by the Padma has also
threatened the north-Bengal
papcr mills as wcll as the
"Ganges-Kobadkha Irrigation
Project.”

llydrologists of the walcr
Decvelopment Board attribute
the abnormal fall to withdrawal
at Farakka and large scale cro-
sion in the rivers Padma and
Jamuna this year,

At lcast 5 lakh people of the
northern rcgion were ren-

dcred homeless by Lhe crosion
this year.

Experts said that the rivers
need dredging in a massive

scale and on an emergency .

basis to oflsct, atl leasl to some
extent, the adverse efllect of

Farakka Barrage.

6 lives
Another report adds: At
lcast six people died of kalazar

and 20 othcrs were attacked
by the deadly disease in three

villages of Faridpur upazila of
the district during last four

days. .
According to villagers the

diseasc Lhalt broke oul in an

alarming proportion Iwo
weeks back has engulfing
ncw arcas. said acute

scarcity of medicine has been
prevail in the affccied arcas.

The were identi-
fied as Tahcer Kha (45), Akhtar
Uddin (29) and Shadul Hasan
(35) of village Kalia, Shamsul
llaque (45) ol Banowainagar
village, 1lamid (22) and Ahshan
(30) of Sonahora village of the
u

Local pcople have urged the
authoritics 1o take immediate
steps o combat the discasc.

Intensi:ve rabi
crop farming plan
in Brahmanbaria

BRAIIMANBARIA, Dec 2: An
intensive scheme has been
taken up to bring 3.33 lakh
acrvs of land under rabi crops
cultivation in scven upazilas of
the district in the current sea-
son, rcporis UNDB.

According to Agriculture
Exilcnsion Department, high-
yiclding variety of boro will be
cultivated on 2.20 lakh acres of
land. Among them, 60,000
acrcs of land will be brought
under cultivation in Sadar,
38,000 acres in Sarail, 26,700
acres in Kasba, 34,000 acres in
Nabinagar, 28,500 acrecs in
Nasirnagar, 20,000 acres in
Banchharampur and 13,300

‘| acres in Akhaura upazilas.

Wheal will be cultivated on
40,000 acres of land. Among
them, 8,000 acres will be cul-
tivaled in Sadar, 2000 acres in
Sarail, 5,000 acres in Kasba,
16,500 acreos in Nabinagar,
16,000 acres in Banchha-
rampur, J3000 acres in
Nasirnagar and 1000 acres in
Akhaura upazilas.

The mustard seeds will be
cultivated on ‘45,000 acres of
land. Besides, potato will be
cullivated on 9000 acres ol
land, pulscs on 4000 acres of
land and vegcetables on 7000
acres of land.

Test relief
work in
progress

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDIIA, Dec 2 : Test
rcliel works under 927 pro-
jects to repair and reconstruct
the damaged roads and bridges
arc going on in full swing in
the distirict. ;

A total of 2050 mctric lons
of wheat have been allocated
for the implementation of the
projeels. .

Out of the total, 193 pro-
jects will be implemented in
Gobindaganj, 181 in
Sundcrgany, 132 in
Sadullahpur, 111 in Palashbari,
95 in Sangatha, 107 in
Fulcharia, 79 in Gatbandha
sadar upaztla and 127 in
Gadbandha pournshawva.

Hesides, 700 metric lons of
wheatl has been allotied as an
additional amount for smooth
completion of the projects.

Potato cultivation

A tolal of 67 thousand and
50 hcectares will be brought
under massive polato cultiva-
tion in 16 northemn districts of
the country during the current
dry scason.

Under Lhe intensive Rabi
Crop Cultivation Programmw,
High Yiclding varicty ol paddy
will be cultivated in 3,700
heclares and 29, 150 hectares

will be brought under local va-
ricly.

Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation will
supply adequale quantity of
sceds and fertilizers to make
the programmc a success. The
local banks will provide credit
facilitics o Lthe polato growers.

Meagre accommodation in hostel

COMILLA Dec 2: Nursing
Training Institute hostel at
Kuchaitali is [acing acule ac-
commodalion problem. The
two-storied hostel building has
23 rooms wherce B0 Lrainces
can be accommodated. Bul 140
students are accommodalted in
the hostcl now.

lI¢sides, inadequale and ir-
rcgular walcr supply, poor
maintcnance stall s » and
absence of gas conneclion have
aggravaled Lhe siluation.

Actually the instilution has no
water supply of its own as such
it gets walcer supply from the

Border

SYLIIET, Dec 2: Smuggling
of both incoming and oulgoing
goods has been going on un-
abated in all the arcas
of the greater Sylhet region
comprising Moulvibazar, Habi-
ganj, Sunamganj and Sylhet
districts.

Almost all the hats and
bazar of this region cspecially
those situated close o the
border arcas arc found flooded

with the smuggled goods.

The incoming goods like
sugar, salt, sarces, clothes,
cumin seccd, onion, blades,
crockerics, cosmetics, blades,
bullocks, puiscs, orange and
olthcrs have fllooded the mar-
kets, while the oulgoing goods
like, brass, belcinui, siiver,
fish, VCR, VCP, coconul and
soyabcan oll and old garments
are :d oul cvery-

day causing loss Lo
the hard-carned forcign cur-

It is observed that, the
smugglers transport the smug-
ged goods by Lrucks and pas-
senger mintbuscs on road
roulcs and country and cngine

KUSHTIA : Members of Bangladesh Sikkhak Sa
| brought out a procession recentl

From Our Correspondent

Mcdical Assistanl Training

School (MATS) while MATS
since 1986 has rc¢mained
closed and its pump is oper-
ated irrcgularly. As a result,
the inhabitants of the nursing
hostcl are facing much incon-
veniences.

They urged the authoritics
concerned to take remedial
steps lo minimisc Lheir sulfoer-
ings.

Comilla Journalists

Union executives
Principal Dilwar Tohid,

.‘_‘.

boals in the river routes, They
also use Lhe local Lrains as a
sitle means ol ransport in car-
rying the smuggled goods.
They use the child labourers
and poor widows as carricrs

Smuggled sarces ane sold in
the houses of rural and urban
arcas of these districts openly.

Thousands of bags of Indtan
sugar are smuggled into
Ba h through different
reutcs along border. Everyday,
a large number of trucks and
minibuses are secen carrying
the smuggled goods towards

the towns and commereial

cenilers.
In connivanee with the
raflway stall the smuggiers

stop the trains st unschoduled
places for few minutes and
load thetr commodity In lug-

unloaded

From A Correspondent

Bangladeshi gunny bags baforc
these are sent to the destina-
tion. )

in Sylhet District, the im-
portant markcts and commer-
cial places where the smug
god goods arc casily avaflab
and scen being sold openly
arc, Jakigan), Kaliganj DBazar,
Beanibazar, Charkhai, Chand -
lapgan), Dhakadakshin, DBala-
. Tajpur, Jalllong,
Kanaythat, and Jointapur.

In Moulvibazar district the
markets where these goods

mity Pederntion, Kushtia Sadar upazila unit
y in support of their demands.

district correspondent ol
Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) has becen clecled

President of Comilla Union of
Journalists recently.

N

Mr Tohid is also thec Editor
of weckly Kantha and
president of Bangladesh
Foundation of HHuman Rights.
e is connecled with journal-
ism for more than 15 ycars.

Mr Nazrul Islam Babul dis-
trict correspondent of Daily
Dinkal has been clecled
Scoerclary General.

— Star photo

main ccnires for running the

U peurila,

Accordi o the reporia,
the of had a r
rel among themselves
were e in distributing
the looted s at a place’
near village r and al
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Tourism development
plan shelved

From Khulna Office

) ﬂw, Dec 2: A tourism
cve t project taken u
by the erstwhile Pakistan wp-
crnment in 1968 at Mujgunn
only three miles off the town is
yet to be implemented. .

Aflter the Liberation War,
Parjaton Corporation was en-
trusted with the

The Taka 2 core project
also included construction of a
molel to promote tourism in
gion. About ten acres of
land were acquired for the
purpose. The Lﬁcm ect was
shelved during tion
War. An office was also set up
at Khulna in 1973 to materi-
alise Lhe project. Requisite
number of stafl were posted in
that office. But in 1976 the
then government took a glant
scheme centering on the Sun-

also going on at random from
the project arca. The
corporation has chan

Madaripur town needs
development

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR, Dec 2': Civic
lifc in the district ;
town has becomc miserable
due lo lorable condition of
roads, absence of ‘proper
sanita-
tion, poor arrangement of
recreation and mosquito men-
ace. -

Most of the roads in the
pourashava areas arc narrow.
The nuncrous cracks and pol-
holes of the roads have been
impeding the movements of
the traflic and

Besides, the roadside
ditches remain [illed " with
garbages causing bulk breeding
of mosquitoes. Even -afler a
slight rainfall waler -remains
stagnant on many Toads for
days logcther duc 10 absence
of proper drainage systcm.

Street lights are also inade-

te and as such vast areas of
town plunge inlo darkness
just after sunsct.

lHousing
become acutc with the in-
creasc po n in the fown.
Even rented houscs arc inade-

I:;tnofmptﬂlhlltrm

-In the abscnce af
rccrcalional facilities the
youths of the town face it diffi-
cult o pass their leisure
hours. The only children park
in'the town has become unfit
for use lack of proper mainte-
nance.,

Mosquito menace has made
the life miserable. The stu-
dents of the town are the

problem has also’

heid 1 _
The other elected office
becarcrs are! Advocate A Latif—
Vice-President, Advocate Lut-
fur Rahmain— Vice-President,
Advocate Keramat Moula —
treasurer and Advocate
Mazharul "Anwar, Advocate
Nikhil Chandra Munshi, Advo-
calc Molalltb Goura, Advocate
Arabincla Chakrabarti ad Advo-
cate Mujibur Rahman Nannu as

members.

Lawyer dead

Advocate A Khalique Ja-
madar a reputed lawyer of
Madaripur dicd of heart attack
in Suhrawardy llospital re-
cenlly. liewas 71.

Ilis namaz-¢-janaza was heid
in Madaripur MPourashava
whhh.ﬂyﬂlhﬂhm

"Il Jeh behind hin wite, s

sons, four daughtcrs and many
others to mourn his death.

nt at stake

MMW

SIRAJGANJ, Dec2: The Most of the alfecied puoph: of
absence of proper mainte- the region are poor and have
nance likely o causc hcavy no other ol their own
damage to th¢ Brahmapuira where thcy can rchabilitate

‘I'lood Control Embankmont.

The 240-kilometer long
lirmhmaputra Flood Control
Embankment, completed in
the middic of 1960, protceels
the crops of Lhe vast tract of
land ol the region.

A DBangladesh Waler
Development Board (BWDI1)
source informed this corre-
spondent that they had a plan
for massive aflforestation on the
embankment. The allorestation
plan is yct 10 be implemenied
lor unknown rcasons, it is al-
leged.

The cmbankment carlier
was damaged at 70 points duc
o the recurrent loods and
crosion of the river Jamuha,
The twolal damuged arca stood
al 150 kilometers, a. BWDB

ple of the region .
strucied houses on the em-
bankmcnt o take shelier.

belts now paradise for smugglers |

Mr Salch Uddin Mahmud,
District and Scssions Judge,
Sunamganj while giving
judgement in @ murder casc
found one Ekdil Miah guilly of
killing his wilt and sentenced
him 1o suffer lile werm impris-
onment. Hie also u'mn:llurll.:r
accused person o pay a fine ol
Taka 2,000 in default of which
toe suffer rigorous imprison-
ment for one year more.

The proscculion casc In
bricl is that. on January 2,
1986 the accuscd Ekdil Miah
had an exchange of hot words
with his wile wara Kha-
won in his own house. Al one
stage, the accused entered
into the kitchen and hit her
with a sharp duo. The vietim
dicd on the spol. .

Alter regisirution of a case
in this connuetion, held

-.:::ty and submitied char-

The ullon casc was
by A I’ I Abdul Wa-
hab while Advocate Fazlul

lague moved for the defence.

themselves.

Some unscrupulous busi-
nessmen of the arca have also
constructed houscs for run-
ning their business there. A
number of the infllucnuals of
the locality have also taken
posscssions ol sonw arcas.
They are selling posscssions
and arc carning a lot, it is al-
hﬂ |

The wse of the embank-

When contacted, a BWDIH
source infarmed this corre-
spondent. that the autherity
has nol yel laken any stops in
this regard. .

The regular and indiscrimi-
nalc usc of the embankmoent
may lesive 1t at stake, experis

cxproessod

Bhasani's death

anniversary
observed

MYMENSINGH, Dec 2 :
The 15th death anniversary of
Maulana Abdul Hamid Khan
Bhasani was observed through-
the district

lnltmnl# reports BSS.

cluding discussion meetings
and milad mahfil to mark the

sh Nationalist Party

(BNP). Mymensingh Distriet
organised a discussion



