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NEWS BRIEFS
Sausa calls on PM

Abdur Razzak Abubakar El
Sausa, Secretary of Gencral

People's Cn:glt- of a,
called on me Himﬂ
Begum Khaleda Zia at

|

ha here last night.
Sausa felicitated the prime
minister and to her

- e e e— —————

Joining hands with fallen autocratic forces will benefit none : PM

Role of Govt and Opposition
equally vital in democracy

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia Monday called for
unity and cooperation of politi-
cal parties to help national de-
velopment and consolidate
democracy.

The people, alter a bloody
struggle against autocracy saw
their representalives forge
unity and establish parliamen-
tary democracy, and now they
aspire for national develop-
ment through the same unity
and spirit, she observed.

Any faflure of democracy
and in bringing about pcople's

- wellare would be failure of all,

not of the party in power, she
told a discussion meeting at
the National Press Club where
leaders of major opposition
parties also spoke. The Prime
Minister said the role of both
party in power and the opposi-
tion in a democratic system
was equally important.

"Mcre criticism for the sake
of criticism will not help pro-

....

tecct democracy and solve
problems. Our struggle [or
democracy would be frustrated
if we do not cooperate with
each other”, the Prime
Minister said.

Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ) and
Dhaka Union ol Journalists or-
ganised the discussion on
"journalists’ role in the demo-
cralic movement®.

Chaired by the BFUJ
President Reazuddin Ahmed,

the mceting was also ad-
dressed by the BNP Sccretary
General and LGRD Minister
Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parllament and
acting chiel of the Awami
League Abdus Samad Azad,
Jamaat-e-Islami Secretary
Genceral and its parllamentary
party leader Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami, Five-Party
leader Rashed Khan Menon,
~ See Page 12 Col. 1
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a discussion meeting on “Role of Journalists in the Democratic
Movement” jointly organised by BFUJ and DUJ at the National Press Club on Monday.

Ukraine's 'yves' to independence

KIEV, Dec 2 : Voters in the
Ukraine have backed indepen-
dence from the Soviet Union
by a margin ol around three to
one, clection oflicials said to-
day, reports Reulter,

Results [rom several elec-
loral districts showed a proba-
ble total of 76 per cent voted
for independence.

in the Ukrainian capital
Kiev, nearly 93 per cent voted
yes while the industrial region
of donetsk showed a 70 per
cent majority. In Odessa and
the Crimca, where Russians
outnumber Ukrainians, the fig
ures were 75 per cent and 54
per cent in favour.

Offictals said voting trends

indicated parliamentary
chairman Leonid Kravchuk
would win election on the first
ballot with more than 50 per
cent of the vote.

Iin Donespsk 60 per cent
voted for Kravchuk out of six
candidates for president.

Foreign observers said the
poll was conducted fairly with

virtu no incidents. ‘It was
conduc to the highest stan-

dards we have in Britain's said
conservative member of
Parlament Jultan Shersey.

A big ‘yes' vote for iInde-
pendence will be a slap in the
[ace for Gorbachev, who has
said the Ukraine, the second-
largest republic, will face dis-

aster {f it leaves the Soviet
Union.

AFP says, Washington will
not. recognise Ukrainian inde-
pendence ‘precipitously’ but
will head toward such a move
if Ukrainians ratify a declara-
tion ol independence, the US
ambassador 1o Moscow said
Sunday.

Ambassador Robert Strauss
said recognition within a few
Aays just won't happen.’

Spcaking from Moscew In
an intervicw with CBS televi-
sion, Strauss called for addi-
tional US aid to the Sovict
Union, stressing that more
Assistance could 'give demoe-

See Page 12 col B

The nationwide indclinite
sirike by the transport work-
ers was obscrved for the secc-
ond day Monday. According to
both the owners association
and the transport workers
union officials, about 40 per
cent of the passenger buses
remained offl the roads around
the country.

Bus services in all 10 routes
of the southern districts and in
some northern districts, in-
cluding Rajshahi, remaincd

By StafT Correspondent

suspended for the second day.

Five inter-district buses
were damaged near the Shanir
Akhra point on the Dhaka-
Chitiagong High and ser-
vices in (the Chiltagong,
Narsingdhi and other routes
were disrupted for several
hours. Dus services in the
Dhaka-Narayanganj route was

also disrupted during the
morning hours.
However, city buses, though

in a slightly reduced number,

60 pc buses operate: Owners

were inr operation in different
routes and inter-district bus
services in most of the routes
were unalflected.

"About 60 per cent of the
buses were on the road today,”
said Abdur Raul, president of

the Bangladesh Road
Transport Workers Union,
adding, “only those buses

whose owners have already is-
sued appoiniment letters Lo
the workers, were plying’.

See Page 12 col 7
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Contraceptive
plant

By Stﬁﬁ‘ Correspondent

"Dudhlata”, a common lcafy
plant abundant in the rural ar;
cas of the country, has all the
potentials of being a contra-
ceptive.

A group of Bangladcshi sci-
entists found that the juice of
the plant was active against
fertility and ecould be used
when scientifically developed,
to combat the country's lop
priority population problem.

Prof AK Azad Chowdhury,
Faisal A Hashim and Barun C
Sen of the Pharmacy
Department of Dhaka
Untversity have isolated a new
sicrojdal alkaloid from the ex-
tracts of "dudhlata,” scicntifi-
cally known as marsdenia tinc-
toria.

Talking to The Daily Stiar
Sunday, Prof Chowdhury said
that the newly-found alkaloid,
tinctoramine, showed itive
in antifertility and abortion
lests on the rate.

"The drug when developed
from the plant, could con-
tribute Ecumtully to the
pnpulltlnn control pro-

The researcher said that
the plant has already becn re-
ferred to as a contraceptlive in
the traditional pharmacopia
and prescribed as against anti-
fertility and for abortion.
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F Vardtyteanhersmeetﬂonwr Minister |

Govt, Opposition
discuss campus
situation today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia meets opposition
political leaders today to dis-
cuss ways and means to curb
campus violence that have
plagued the educational insti-
tutions across the country, re-
ports UNB.,

Leaders of all major political
parties have been invited to
the meeting at 7 pm today
(Tuedday) at the Internatjonal
Conference Centre, official
sources said.

This will be the second
meeting of the Prime Minister
with political leaders in less
than six months aiming at end-
ing terrorism in the campus.
The first meeting was held on
August 3, 1991.

A special parliamentary
committee on campus violence
was formed during the last
scssion. Awami League mem-
bers on the committee how-
ever accused the ment
of lack of sincerity in resolving
the problem.

Our DU correspondent re-
ports : Meanwhile leaders of
the Federation of Bangladesh
University Teachers
Association (FBUTA) at a
meeting with Home Minister
Monday sought quick action by
police during any violent inci-
dents on the ca ses.,

The FBUTA leaders [ell that
the delay in taking action
against terrorists allowed vio-
lence to flare up in the other
educational institutions.

They, however, hailed the
recent police lcllun on the
Dhaka University s dur-
ing the -:x:hanq: of gunlire
between two rival student
groups saying that it had
helped check further deterio-
ration of the situation. The
‘leaders hoped that a similar

| role would be adopted by the

f 5
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The Home Minister Abdul
Matin Chowdhury, according
to a FBUTA source, assured the
teachers of allout efforts by the
government to curb campus
violence, adding that it was
taking time as il was a political
problem.

The Home Minister told the
FBUTA dclegation that the
government was taking stern

action to cradicate terrorism
and violence on the campuses.

Ile said the government had
already directed the law cn-
forcing agencies to rush to the
spot of any occurrences and
unarm the armed hooligans by
any means.

He said that the govern-
ment was thinking of sitting
with the political parties to
discuss the maltter that some
socio-economic factors also
contributed in aggravating the
crisis sending shock waves
through the educational sys-
tem and find out ways to scttle
it immediately. *

The FBUTA would sit with
the Prime Minister, Education
Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition in parliament to
discuss Lhe issue.

The leaders who met the
Home Minister are Prof
Enamul Huq Khan, President
of FBUTA. Prof Mahfuzur
Rahman, Secretary General,
Prof Afsaruddin and Prof
Alauddin Ahmed of JU, Prof
Shah Mohammad Faruq of BAU
and four others from Rajshahi
University and Islamic
University.

DU teachers
take classes

from Dec 7

By DU Correspondent

The teachers of Dhaka
University have decided to
postpone its on-going work ab-
stention and attend classes
from December 7 (Saturday).
The decision was taken
Monday at an emergency
meeting of Dhaka University
Teachers Association [(DUTA)
considering dislocalion in the

academic pursuil of studemns
and session jam
government f[ailed to take

measures yet to restore aca-
demic atmosphere there, said
a DUTA press release.

The meeting, held at the
DU Club with Prof. Anwarullah
Chowdhury, DUTA President
in the chair expressed hope
that the government and uni-
versity authoritics would take

See Page 12 col 8

Constables demonstrate for pay hike

Police asked to take stern
action against terrorists

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury Monday directed
police to "eradicate terrorists
and extortionist criminals” fr-
respective their political affili-
ations, reports UNB.

He was addressing a meet-
ing of high officials and stall of
the police force at Rajarbagh
Telecom Auditorfum.

The Home Minister's direc-
tives came following
widespread concern against
g:::ng acts of crime and vio-

across the country.

He reiterated government's
firm determination to take
stern action nst any anti-
social activity deteriorating law
and order situation in the
country.

"Vested quarters are en-

in hatching conspiracy
against the democratic -
ernment and creating
crisis.”

The minister asked police

to be ever t to

resist such ‘evil forces and
Sec Page 12 col 7

DU in grip of acute
fund shortage

By DU Correspondent

Dhaka University authoritics
have been an acute cri-
sis in implementing their de-

velopment p since long
th-mdm
According to a source, the
government does not always
Mll'!umvtrﬂtymﬂm'l-
tics with the allocated funds in
th-u.duper-lhmm
The delay in providing

funds to implerhent the pro-
jects under Third-Five-Year
Plan (TFYP) caused increased
tures that amounted to
48 lakhs. It was caused
mainly due to the price hike of
commodities, extra labour
cost, and increased mates im-
by the Public Works
t (PWD). Morebver,

See Page 12 Col. 4
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UP chairman
candidates
barred from
uplift projects

ﬁem ment  Monday

persons, con-
l::ting for th: ollices of -
chafrman in the coming union
parishad elections, shall not
remain as chairmen or mém-
bers of union level p
commiliees for local

ment lke food for work pro-
gramme (FWP) in order 1o
make the elections free and
[air, reports BSS,

The decision to this effect
was Laken in the cabinet meet-
ing, held al the Bangabhaban
with Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia in the chair to en-
sure that no candidaie can in-
fluence the voters, :

No Victory Day
parade

this year

The government has de-
cided that the Vic
rade will not be he tl?: -
on December 16, reports BSS,

The decision was taken at a
cabinet meeling at
Bangabhaban Monday with
Prime Minister Begum Hl’llhlh
Zia in the chair.

The ceremonial parade will
be held later on March 26 on
the occasion of the National
and Independence Day.

However, other pro-
grammes of the Victory Day
will remain unchanged. On the
morning of the day, the
President and the Prime
Minister will lay wreaths at the
National Mausoleum at Sdvar.
Besides, the President will
host a reception in the
cvening.

The cabinet meeting was at-
tended by the ministers, state
minister-in-charge of different
minisiries and division.

Prin¢ipal Finance Secretary,
Cabinel Secretary, Secretary to
the Prime Minister's office and
concerned socrelaries were
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Mukhter killed

himself, says
autopsy report
By Staff Correspondent

Hafez Mukhter Hossain
committed suicide, the au-
topsy rcport Mornday said.

Mukhter lossain, chairman
of now dclunct Narayanganj
Sadar upazila died of bullet
wound Friday cvening. Police
recovered the body from a
while Honda Civic car
near the ltoly Cross Colrlt at
Tejkunipara in the city.

Mary Janct Shyamoli, a girl
friend of Mukhter was arrested
Sunday undcr Section 54 of
criminal penal code and taken
on lve-days remand in con-
nection with the unnatural
death of the former upazila
chairman. Shyamoli told police
that she was with Hossain
when he shot a bullet in his
icfl tempie with a reveolver.

The post mortem report:
submitted by the Dhaka
Mcdical College authorities

See Page 12 Col. 3

BNP faction
wants Jahanara

out of ministry

From QOur Correspondent

RAJBARI, Dec 2 : The BNP
district unit loday submitted a
mwl.'l'lrll:rrll'ldt.ll!:r lddn-tdm;
the party chicl Begum
Zia demanding removed of
Jahanara m from her
cabinet, secn as an oul-
burst of internal strife in the

PLO officials win entry

AMMAN, Dec 2 : Palestinian
delegates decided to travel to
Washington for Arab-lIsraeli
peace talks afier six hours of
oﬂﬁ:ﬂ- with US Embassy

on granting visas (o
PLO members., a deicgale said
Monday, reports AP.

“The problm was solved
and we will be travelling to
Washingion tonight, said
Samir ullah, a member of
the |4-man Palestinian team.

Abdullah refused 10 say
whether the US Embassy had

visas for seven mem-
bers of the Palestine Libcration

Organization who will act as
advisers to the Palestinians

during peace negotiations wilh

Israel scheduled for
Wednesday in Washington.

The US rmment bans
entry of PLO officials. The
Palestinians had been sched-
uled to leave for Washington at
i1l am (0O900CMT) Monday,
but delayed their departure to

negotiate the visa problem.
Reuter adds : Palestintan

peace negotiators said carlier
today the United States had
dented entry visas to some of
their advisers and the delega-
tion would not leave for talks
in Washington until Lhe issuc
was resolved.

it's a dirty business, said
negotiator Ghassan Al-Khattb,

They (US officials) promised Lo

give us the same lr:llmcnl :

that we got in Madrid.
informed us at midnight |llll
night there would not be visas
except for a few of them
I-dwhen]

‘We are not going.' the West
Bank untversity said .
 Delegate those
denied visas were Nabil
Shaath, a key aide to PLO

chairman Yasser Aralat, and
Ahmed Abdul Rahman, the "LO
spokesman in Tunis.

Both were in Madrid for the
opening of the historic Arab-
Isracli peace talks a meonth

gy,
Meanwhile Lebanon's dele:

‘II'I'.I#II left for Washinglon 1o-

into US,

Israelis stay out

lcaving as scheduled on
Monday. a member of the team
maicl

Istrael had been the only

party holding out mlnll uUs
calls (0o resume le East

18-month- dia
the Palestine Liberation

by PLO members on a case-by
casc basis and would grant
them only for humanitarian
reasons.

The PLO, banned by lsracl's
refusal to deal with it from a
direct role in the talks, is
viewed by the l‘-lﬂtlﬂhnl as
thﬂr timate

...m.,"::::; the

fon. It main-

l-l.n- “ n-ll-ll-n in Madrid but

has no formal representation
in Washington.

A Jerusalem report says,
isolated laracl held out against
US calls 1o resume talks on
Wednesday and insisted lnr
last - minute compromisc had

toe come from Washington.

P-R::IIHMHM
Jahanara Begum, State

See Page 12 Col. 4
Cicippio
freed

NORRISTOWN (Pennsyl-
vania), Dec 2 American
Hostage J Cicipple was

relcased In Lebanon today after
more than five years iIn
captivity, his brother Thomas
Cicippio annougpced here, re-
AFP. 1
Fgﬁﬂh said he had been
informed by the State
Department of his brother's
uh'?'h Department said
State
that they were just notified by
the UN that Joe is on his way
to Damascus.,” Cileippio’s

brother said.
tukthl-II-ﬂ
and cam-
IIﬂI?



