Come 10 CHITTAGONG Come 1o

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you 1o fry our Beautifully

prepared and Beautifully presented authentic
Mcum ond SEAFOOD in the cosy

atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIAN HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
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CIA chief predicts
Gorbachev will be for-
ced from power by the

year— end.
Police raid illegal fac-
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bombs found
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" Plea to remove discri-
minatory rates of inter-
est exemption
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Dhaka Day by Day

Going to pre-wedding
and post-wedding funpc-.
tions, not to mention
the wedding itself, in
Dhaka now means end-
uring the menace
called the video
camera
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Middle East peace talks ||
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JERUSALEM, Dec 1: Israel
snubbed the United States to-
day and refused to back down
on its demand for a delay in

Arab-Isracli bilateral talks
heduled to open Wednesday
in Washington, reports AFP,
* Clarifications that we ob-
tained [rom the United Stales
do not justify a change in our
position, Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir told a mecting
of his cabinet, reiterating
Israel's demand for a five-day

Yossi Ben-Aharon, director-
general of the premier's office,
was brutally forthright in at-
tacking the United States over
the issue of when and where
the bilateral talks should take
place.

"The way the Americans
are handling it irritates and

SRS e

Israel refuses to
back down on its
demand for delay

revolls us because we see that
the Arab parties with which we
have to negotiate have the
feeling the United States has
been won over to their cause,
both on substance and form.”

*This disturbs us a lot’, he
said over Israeli radio.

Shamir, who was annoyed
that Washington had convened
the talks without consulting
him beforehand, told the cabi-
net that Israel's absence
Wednesday could draw media
criticism but that this was of
'secondary importance.'

While the issue of a date for
biiateral talks was only a mat-
ter of ure, the Prime
Minister said it could em-
bolden Washington to also in-
tervene on ‘vital question’ in

the peace negotiations them-
selves.,

Israel is determined not to
allow the Unites States a [ree
hand in setting the ground
rules, analysts said, becausc it
sces the Arab sirategy as basced
on winning over Washington to
pressure the Jewish state.

The Premier's spokesman
said carlier that Isracl had
asked Washington to provide
‘assurances on the bilatcral
character of the ncgotialions
with our Arab neighbors and
clarifications on the dale of
the discussions.'

'For the moment the US re-

sponscs have not: been sufli- o

cicnt Lo modify the position of
the Israeli government,'
spokesman Ehud Gol said.
Isracli Radio reported US
officials as Saying Washington |
belicved ‘all the questions

See Page 12 col 7
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Mukhtar’s death ‘
Shyamoli
taken on

remand

. By 8Btaff Correspondent

Police arrested Mary Janet
in connec-
tion with the unnatural death
of Hafez Mokhtar Hossain and
took her on five days remand
for interrogation.

Shyamoli was with Hossain,
a former Chairman of
Narayanganj Sadar upazila,
when he died Friday evening
from a revolver shot in his car
at Tejgaon. She was charged
under Section 54 of criminal

penal code.

T .thana police pro-
duced Shyamoli before the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
Sunday morning and was
granted remand.

Earlter, Shaymoli told po-
lice that Hossain committed
suicide with a revolver shot
while the relatives of Hossain
suspect that it was a case of
murder. -

Police said, they still did
not receive the autopsy report
of Hossain and the examination
reports of his belongings in-
See Page 12 col B

Use of gas meters for domestic
consumption made optional

The Titas Gas Transmission
has
decided to withdraw the
mandatory use of gas mcters
for domestic consumption.

The decision, taken last
month and effective from the
current month, lcaves the -
sumers to choose betwee
taining meleg sysie p. e
hing sya,
The decision fol

allegations of
bil since meter system was
introduced in Dhaka city in
1987. .

Titas Gas sources told The
Daily Star thal customers
favouring fal biling system
would pay their arrears at rates
as under that system and
would not be required to pay
the ‘extra bill’, il recorded in

_system for the same

By Inam Ahmed

meters.

Under the flat billing sys-
tem, a domestic customer has
now to pay Taka 115 for single
burner and Taka 195 for dou-
ble burner monthly whereas it
is alleged Lthat the amount is
doubled or tripled in meter

rate of
ONMIMPION. £ . gy
Widle installfvon of meters,
domestic customers had been
asked lo continue paying bills
at flat billing rate saying that
paymenis would be adjusted
aflter reading the meter.

1,20,000 domestic melcrs
were imporied from Poland at
the cost of Taka len crore un-
der bartcr system and installed
in the city. Most of the melers
would now be redundant be-

. ters were of

|

cause cuslomers are generally
found preferring flat billing

system. Domestie customers in
the city total about 3.40 lakh.

It may be mentioned here
that meters were installed only

in Dhaka city.
The sources said most me-
poor quality. The
st 'I‘.h!g

ality of ithe’' metcrs during

very. As a result the faulty
melers showed exorbitant
reading for which the con-
sumers sulflvred.

The sources said the au-
thority did not even Lake mea-
sure to provide suflicient
number of meter readers.
Only 84 nicier readers were
employed but they loo were
not given sullicient logistic

support.
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Prime Minister

Bqun; Khaleda Zia inaugurating l

Freedom Fighters’ Welfare Trust Hospital in the city

@

on agaj'n : PM

Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia Sunday expressed
the hope that [reedom fighters
will guide the nation towards

|
progress and prosperity by ‘
F

showing disciplinc and pa-
triotism, réeports UNDB.

The civillans once took up
arms (o free their motherland
and now have the responsibil-
ity to run a number of indus-
trics, she sald while Inaugurat-
ing a modern hospital of Lhe
Freedom Fighters' Wellare
Trust at Mirpur in the morn- |
ing. : |

French ernment has |
provided all equipment and |
four sophisticated ambulances
for the 100-bed and a
30-bed mobile wnit for the |
treatment  of freedom fighters |
and pcople in general.

The natipns expects disct- |

pline f the freedom fight- |
ers in all spheres, Begum Zia
said, |hoping for effective

running of the 22 industrial
and business units of the Trust
run by the freedom fighters.

Terming the [reedom
fighters as “great sons” of the
sotl, Begum 2Zia said they had
shown the way to the nation |
when it was under the oppres- |
sion of colenial rule.

The st for freeing
the motherland . and the sub- |
Hme sacrifices of the freedom
fighters will inspire the pre-

See Page 12 Col. 3
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AL members in JS
body on campus
violence unhappy

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League representa-

tives in the Parliamentary
Special Committee on Campus

Viclence Sunday expressed
total dissatisfaction over what
they termed the insincerity of
ru party members in mak-
ing committee effective.
Three of the five AL mem-
bers on the Committee, at a

y |

Mohammad Nasim, Toflael
Ahmed and DBegum Matia
Chowdhury addressed the con-
ference at the Jatiya Press
Club Sunday evening.

A unanimous decision to
form the Parliamentary Special
Committee was taken al Lhe
close of the second session of
the Jatiya Sangsad [(par-
See Page 12 Col. 1

Rajuk begins
demolition
programme

By StafT Correspondent

The Rajdhant Unnayan
Kartripakkha (RAJUK] started
its five-day token demolition
programme Sunday, bulldoz-
ing at lcast 25 "unauthorised”
shops in the Dhanmondi{ resi-
dential arca.

The programme was an-
nounced carlier.

The RAJUK authoritics
bulldozed the shops along the
roads No 9 and 15 and some
along the Saimashfid Road.

UNB adds: Police allegedly
beat a TV camera crew while
f[ilming demolition of
"unauthorised structures” at
Satmashjid Road by a squad of
Rajdhani Unnayan Kartri-

(RAJUK).

Witncsses said, police phys-
ically assaullcd the camera

crew and snatched his camera
before sending back the TV

fablc sources told UNB
that the TV cameramen have
dectdetl to refrain from cover-
ing * RAJUK programme i dis-

. aclion is nol taken
against Lhe police officer re-
sponsibie for alleged misbe-
haviour.

T e

DU Syhdicate, teachers

to help nab terrorists

By DU Correspondent

A joint meeting of the

Syndicate, Teachers’
Association, Proctors and
Provosts of the Dhaka

University Sunday decided to
extend necessary tion
to the law enforcing agehcies
in rounding up the terrorists
on campus,

Presided over by Vice
Chancellor Prol Moniruzzaman

w ur
m enforcing I‘tnlea’::
launch a fresh drive against
armed terrorists.

It s impossible for the uni-
versity authorities alone to
tackle the situation, it ob-
served. :

Meanwhile, the Federation
of Bangladesh University
Teachers' Association (FBUTA)
yesterday decided to go on a
one-hour token strike [rom
tomorrow to realise their de-

> . The

mands for eflective
against violence.

The Federation also de-
cided to wear black badges
during the token strike which
would continue for three

weeks.
Presided by Prof Enamul

steps

Haque Khan, President of
FBUTA, the meeting was held

Club.

. urged .th
Dhaka Untversity Teachers’
Association (DUTA) to
programme withdrawing its
on-going strike.

DUTA is likely to hold a
meeting on the matter today at
the Dhaka University Chub.

Mcawhﬂe. according to a
reliab

at the Dhaka

source the teachers of

Dhaka University are divided
into two groups over the ques-
tion of resumption of classes.

See Page 12 Col. 1
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Transport strike

partial, peaceful

By Staﬂ"Comupondeht

The first day of the coun-
trywide indcflinite strike by
transport workers was ob-
served Sunday. Barring some
stray incidents the partial
strike was peaceful.

Six buses were at
noon between Kanchpur and
Tarabo square on the Dhaka-
Narsingdi Road during the

strike.

h Road _
Workers Federation F)
which called the strike, al-

leged that some hired men of
the Purbanchaltya Malik Otkkya
Parisad [combined southern
owners council) attacked and

| damaged the buses.

The ‘mastans’ also snatched
appointment letters from the
drivers and tore them on the

comprising
owners from. Narsingdi,
Narayangan] and Meghna
routes, aecording to the
Workers Federation source,
were adamant on not issuing
any tment letters. None
of the office bearers of the
Partsad was available for
comment.

During the strike bus
communication with the

northern Rangpur district was
suspended because of non-is-
suance of the appointment let-
ters’ while it was hampered in
some other northern districts
and Narayanganj, Narsingdi
and Jessore district.

Transport services iIn
Tangatl, Mymensingh,
Jamalpur, ishoreganj,

Netrakona and Gazipur, linked
to the capital by the Mahakhali
terminal, were normal as most

of the owners in these routes

had issued appointment let-
ters to the .

Services were almost nor-
mal in the southern districts
except Jessore, Federation
sources said.

in the capital the inter-city
bus, minibus and coaster ser-
vices were as usual.

intment letters to
some 000 workers for job
security. [Buses, minibuses,
coasters, trucks and tank  lor-

' Jatiya Party
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Housing problem hits Bangladeshis in London

From Mostafa Kamal Majumder

LONDON, Dec | : Aziza, 25,
Mves in a one bedroom Qat
provided by the Tower
Hamlets Counctl in

homes. Five thousand out of an
estimated 40000 families now
in UK are homeless, it is gath-
ered.

Iinformed sources have it
that ouwt of an estimaled
200,000 ethnic Bangladeshis
in the UK only about 10,000
live in houses of their own.

e Bate peovslil by
live In Ls
Borough Councils and over one
hundred thousand are on the
lists of local councils.
in UK, a wellare state, it is

the responsibility of loeal
councils W extend housing fa-

cilitics. now on

waiting

area of London and is learning
Bangla 10 be able to communi-

council houses o tenants, al-
lowing as much as one-third
discount. This enabled many

people including Bangladeshis
depending on public sector
housing to own houscs. DBut
drustically reduced the num-
ber of council houses o be al-
lotted to new a ts. Stcps
were not taken su ty w©
increase the number of council
houses.

Eihnic Dangladeshis in UK
are specially disadvantaged,
because among the Astans they
wure late in w ve in
Britain with thelr families.

] L]
They started coming in signifl-
cant numbers only since the
early sixtics. At that time only
males used Lo come In scarch
of a Iivclihood. Vacations were

1 them |
g # iopeesibln or thom

E
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Television relay stations will
be set up in four border dis-

tricts to [acflitate the viewers
with distinct vision of BTV

mme, reports UNB.
megacm sources said the re-
lay centres would be con-
structed in Patuakhali,
Thakurgaon, Kushtia and
Brahmanbaria, where people
mosily cn Indian television
(Doordarshan) for

hagy reception of the national
™V

s.

The Executive Committee
of the National Economic
Council (ECNEC) Sunday ap-
proved the Taka 12 crore
project o be implemented by
1993.

The money includes a local
component of 5 crore Taka
while the rest 7 crore Taka

will be provided from foreign
grants.

Al present, there are 10
television relay centres in the
country.

Non-govt teachers
to get pay-scale

The government h;l
agreed. in principle to impie-
ment the new pay-scale for
the non-government teachers,

[3SS.

It was stated by Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar at
a meeting with the leaders of
Bangladesh Shikkhak Samity
Dih;ﬂ Front in Dhaka Sunday.

¢ Education Ministler
will im-
plement the new scale for the
non-government teachers
gradually keeping in mind the
resource constraints in con-
sultation with the leaders of
the front.

He informed them that the

| teachers of the non-govern-

ment educational institutions
at all levels will be given their
due benefit.

Japan to apologize
for bombing
Pearl Harbor

TOKYO, Dec | : The lower
house of Parllament reportedly
plans to t a resolution

apologizing for Japan's attack
on Pearl Harbor 50 years ago,
reports AP,

Kyodo News Service, quot-
Ing unidentified sources close

to the ruling Liberal
Democratic Party, said law-

makers plan to adopt tK§ reso-
hution late next weck k
the 50th anniversary of 'S
attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec
8, 1941. :

Pourasabha
chairman
dismissed

By Our Co ndent
JHENIDAH, c 1

Shamsul Huda Khan ex-MP ol

and Chairman,

Moheshpur Pourasabha has

been dismissed on corruption,
of funds and

misappropriation
other charges. The post has
been declared vacant accord-

Nine commissioners eof
Moheshpur pourasabha had

He was found gullty of the
charges on investigation by
Deputy Commissioner,

Jhenidah, deputed by the gov-

ernment. Shamsul Huda was
dismissed under Section 10(A)
of Poura Ordinance 1977.

Babla arrested




