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BRISBANE, Nov
@ 30 : Australia
took firm control
of the [irst, Test
with India as they
carefully built the
foundations for an imposing
first innings total on the

second days play today, reports
Reuter

Australia were just four be-
hind India's first innings total
of 239 for thc loss only two
wickels when bad light halted

18 minutes early.

Taylor was the chiefl
architect with an innings ol 94
and he was ably assisted by
Geofl Marsh, who contributed
47 to their 956-run opening
partnership.

After their dismissals David
Boon and Allan Border went on

Mo the offensive and both were
unbeaten at the close, Boon
with 58 and his captain 24.

After letting India escapc
from the depths of 83 for six
on Australia were clearly
determined. to keep a tight
grip on the second days pro-
ceedings.

The upper order ap-
proached their task with a dé-

nf caution some of their
ppﬂﬂﬁ"ll Brisbane’'s Gabba

PERT1I, Australia,
= Nov 30 : Fast
bowlcr lan Bishop
is under a cloud
with a back prob-
lem and fouroth-
cr players have Tlu as the West
Indics prepare for the opening
game of their Australian
programme, reports AFP.

This was confirmed herc
Friday by team manager,
Dt:ryc{ Murray, only two days
before Sunday's bush pipc-
opener in the country town ol
Northam, north of here.

He said Bishop had stillncss
in the back and it was too carly
lo now exactly what thc prob-

Border to lead
Prime Minister’s XI

BRISBANE, Nov 30 : Allan
Border, now Ilcading the
Australian team in the [irst
Test against India, will captain
the Prime Minister's X1 in the
.;-?nu-l match against visiting

es at Manuka Oval,

rra, on December 17,

reports Rcuter.

Prime Minister Bob Hawkc

is invwolved in sclecting the
tcam, which traditionally con-
tains a numbcer ol aspiring in-
nals and last year de-
England by 31 runs.
The tecams, named on
::Im. is : Allan [Jorder
. Michacl Bevan, Greg
Blewett, Damien Fleming, Dave
Gilbert, Malthew Illaydcen,
Damien Martyn, Greg Rowull,
Jamic Siddons, Shane Warnc,
Tim Zochrer, lan Garrity (12th

i

Fitness

@)}

if
|
ik

3|
.

1
E'4is
!i H
| Hy

Z

1

. Jefl Cundy, a member of

Ground thought cxcessive. Dy
mid-allernoon thcy were joer-
ing “boring, boring".

Y
K- .I_. "
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But those who stycd were
rcwarded in the closing scs-
sion as Border embellished
Australia’'s mounting score

lem was.

- "He had a stress fracturc. in
the baok a year ago and had
not played any serious erieket
until recently.

"It's obvieusly very different
when he is putling everything
into it. as he was in the two
re . onc-day internationals
in he played in Pakistan.

: his problem is
! > reaction (o hard
work. The only the prob-
¢ ' uﬂeﬂ is as a
pain which s uncomfortable.”

Murray said the four playcrs
suffering with Mlu were fast

Reeve set to tour NZ

LLONDON, Nov 30:
& Warwickshire all-
: rounder Dermot
Receve is expec-
ted to be called

operation, bul a Test
Couniy Cricket Doard
spokesman admitied: “The

His comments came al a
BMA Nncws conlerence
su the bill, introduced

Housc of Lords by Lord
Taylor of G . which sccks 1o
ban boxing lor profit. w

“I1 doesn't go as [ar as we
would like, as we have cam-
paigned for a ban on boxing,

Jamalpur soccer

JAMALPUR, Nov 30: The fi-
nal maich of Group Ga’ of Lhe
Shaheed Smriti Gold Cup
football tournament ended in a

with huge sixes into the crowd
at the expense ol Kapil Dev
and ‘spinner Venkatapathy

mmmmmmm
Jawagal "~ Srinath, who has
clearly benefited from coach-

inghyhuuﬂlﬂn\hhl.mu:

is quite nippy, India's bowlihg

attack is just what Australian

coach Bo Simpson would
have ordered.
Taylor, ‘whose last Test

knock was 144 in An
against the West Indies,
been struggled in domestic
cricket this season but played
his way )

Having survived an early
leg-before appeal and took 144
balls to post his 50.

But, afller ncarly being
caught by Sachin Tendulkar at
decp squarc leg he added 44
in 76 dcliveries and clearly
fancied an cighth Test century
when he tep-edged on to his
forcarm and was caught by
Dilip Vengsarkar running
around [rom slip. '

"It all secmed to come back
afller tca,” said Taylor, who
added that hec thought
Australia had a strong chance
of forcing a result.

Ilis opening pariner,

problems beset Wmd1es

bowlcr Halmrlm Haruhall; nll-
rounder Carl lleoper. both bad
cnough to be confined to bed,
and new opening balsman
I*hilo Wallace and paceman
Andcrson Cummins.

All four were on.medica-
tion, he said.

The tourists . meet a
Western Australian invitation
Xl in Sunday's onc-day carnival
fixture.

The secrious business starts
Wednesday when the tourists
clash with Westerm Australia, a
formidable onc-day team, in a
day-night imited overs match

the aid of crutches.

"The England commillce
will be mecling at the end of
next week o review the silua-
tion in the light of rcports we
shall be rccciving from the
surgeon.”

Unless he is told to rest
Frascr is likcly to
seck club crickel in Australia
in hope of proving his fitncss
for the World Cup which starts
on 22.

's sclectors will also
neced to consider Mike Ather-
ton’'s siluation.

The Lancashire batsman is
recovering from a back opcra-
tion and Gooch and the sclec-
tors may reconsider a decision
not to mlml: a standby re:

ﬂhrtnnmidﬂuuchmﬂw

only recognisced opencrs in the
party lo play three Tesls
against Ncew Zcaland and Lhe

Mﬂupm

both amatcur and prolcssional,

since 1084, bul certainly we
it, "Cundy said.

The bill 1s due to have its

sccond reading

could lead to “Punch drunk
syndrome,” with improved
muscle training making the

Test wickel playing a lazy drive
but Boon, who passed 4,000
Test runs, and Border were
never lroubled as the Indians

SCOREBOARD

Scorcboard on the auctmd
day of the first Test m
ﬁualmliu and Indh lodlty

INWIA:

First innlngn
Prabhakar 54 not out, C
McDermotl five for 54): '

AUSTRALIA:

First innings

G Marsh b Srinath....47

M Taylor ¢ Vengsarkar b

D Boon nol oul.....59

A Border not out....24

Extras (Ib-7 w:1 nb-3)....11

Total (For two - wick-

_ets)....235

Did not bat: D Jones, M
Waugh, I Healy, P Taylor, C

McDermott, 'M Hughes, M
Whilncy. , |

Fall of wickets: 1-95, 2-178

BOWLING:

(0] M R W

Kapil Dev 19 6 43 O (Inb)
Prabhakar 20.29 42 0O (1nb)
Srinath 18 3 52 1{Inb)
Raju 27 4 33 l

Tendulkar 1 0

at lhc Waca Ground here.

Murray said : "It is a major
worry when people are not fit.
We have 15 players and we
nced to keep everybody going,
otherwise we could start
struggling, and it is a downhill
slide once things start going
wrong.”

Mcanwhile, West Indies
captain Richic, Richardson has.
blamed the heavy international
programme [acced by cerick-
clers for some of the injurics
to pace bowlers.

"There is far too much
cricket, espccially one-day
cricket, being playcd‘tndny
declared Richardson.

“The guys do not get a
chance to recupcrate from in-
jury.

"1 also think it (the amount
ol cricket) might have an ef-
fect on the standard of the
game, even though the stan-
dard secems to be rising. |
think that if guys had a bit

‘more time to think about the

gamc, to practice a bit more to
work on certain things, then |
can sce them producing more
and improving faster.”

Richardson pointed out that
when his squad completed the
world trianguylar series with
Australia and India in Janua
it would fly home for three
wecks to play in domestic
crickct before returning in
niid-February, to prepare for
Lhe World Cup.

"So iU's just non-stop
crickel,” he said. "l hope our
playcrs are not warn out by the
time they get o the World

Cup. We will certainly give it all
we have got”

Botham to take
int'l side to SA

JOIHANNESHBURG, Nov 30 :
England all-round lan linlhlm
wants to lake an international
side 1o South Africa at the end
of the 1992/93 . United
Cricket Board of South Africa
managing director Ali Bacher
said here, reports AFP.

Bntlun,-rhnlluﬁlmv

week promotional tour of the
country, asked Bacher on

a

Golf Club yesterday evening.

2390 (M |

Sport

Taylor misses ton as Aussies |
get the whip hand

‘Marsh, became Srinath's first

!

India’s Manoj Prabhakar (C) ducks as a high ball from Australia’s Crmg Mr.Ddﬂ'mtt passes over the wickets on the first
day of the first Test in the five Test series in Brisbane on Nov 29.

—AFP photo

LYON, France,
Nov 30 : Henri
Leconte, the

forgotten man of
tennis, pulled off
a sensational str-
aight sets victory over Pete

| Sampras to level the Davis Cup

final between France and the
United States on Friday,
rcports Reuler.
Leconte, ranked only 161st
in the world and with barely
any scrious match practice in
the past six months, beat the
world pumber six 6-4, 7-5, 6-

4, .

Earlier, Andre Agassi had
given the defending champi-
ons a 1-0 lead with a 6-7, 6-2,
6-1, 6-2 win over French
number one Guy Forget.

Few cxpected Leconte Lo
square the tie at the end of the
first day against thc on-form

Sampras, recent winner of the

ATP tour World Championship
title.

But the Frenchman, urged
on by B,000 wildly cheering
fans in the Palais Dcs Sports,
played like a man inspired
against the American, who was
making his Davis Cup debul.

When a Sampras return
landed in the net on the sec-
ond match point, Leconte
leaped into the air, then
rushed over to non-playing
captain Yannick Noah and

jumped into his arms.
"This is the grcalest day in
my life," an exciled Leconte
. "It's the best wln af my

] O n:ndl:r‘l Let us
' recapitulate the
salient features of
the tennis event
of the year., na-
mely the four-le-

men's professional tennis
circuit currently ncaring con-
clusion en the hard courts ol
the Karachi Gymkhana in
Pakistan.

Conceived ol rlmrily by
some ardent tennis lovers and
patrons in Pakistan, and sub-
sequently sanctioned courtesy
of the Development Trust
Funds of the ITF, the Satellite
comprised three legs and a
masicrs. The [irst two legs
werce st in the flirst and
second wecks of last month in
Dhaka and Rajshahi respee-
tvely. The third lcg was staged
in Lahore and the Masters is
currently in progress in
Karachi.

As you all know, players arc
awarded circuil points based
on how fare in each of the
first three . At the end ol
the third leg. the top twenly
four point holders are cligible
o play in the Mastecrs event.
Once this comes aboul =
r r's Hiclong ambition is

in that he is guaran-
teed some ATP points which
enable him to get a world
ranking. In order to have any

scrious aspirations in achicving

amateur golf championships seen with chief guest Lt:General M.Nuruddin Khan (6th from right) at the

fving
7 e photo

Ccarecr.

"I've proved thalt I'm still

_around. We haven't won the

Davis Cup yet we are still in
with a chance.

"The crowd was f[abulous.
They gave me [antastic support

and | gave | had.”
Leconte, who lhulhlrd
back ol his carcer in

July after gclu::g injured at
Wimbledon, had playcd only
one match on the ATP tour
since. ’

But he showed no sings of
rustiness or lack ol maitch ft-
ness as he took on Sampras,
producing some of the best

tennis of his carcer as he at-

tacked the nct from Lhe start
and pulled ofl some siunning
touch shots. )

The normally unflappable
Sampras looked bewildered by
it all nnd scemed unable to
find a way Lo combat the bril-
liant Fn:-nchnun

Sampras, who started the
match uncomfortably when the
crowd cheered as he double-
faulted on the first point,
never looked at ease.

He was broken by Leconte
as carly as the third gamec of
the first sct and, though he
broke straight back, the
Frcnchman took the=ncxt
American scrviece to love to
move in fronl again.

Sampras had six break
points in the match after that
but Lecontc was able to con-

. jure up a little bit of magic on

each onc to hu:p the Amcerican

oul
Leconte broke at 5-5 in the
sccond sct and 4-4 in Lhd
third, going on lo serve out
each sct without problem.
"Henri did- what |

pected,” Noah said. "We still
believe we can do -it. We badly
want to win this Davis Cup.”

It was astonishing that a
player ranked outside the

HENRI LECONTE
world's top 150 should pro-
ducce the performance of the
day when all the other singics
players on court came from
the top 10.

Leconte even produced
more aces — |1 — than either
Forget or Sampras, both more
noted then he as big servers.

Leconte's performance even
booked him a
doubles alongside Forget.

Noah originally nominaic
the inexperienced Arnaud
Boctsch to partner Forget but
decided to change his linc-up

v | ITTF SATELLITE CIRCUIT : AN EP]LOGUE

By Baseliner

this elusive objective, partici-
pation in all the legs is a must.
In spite of numerous gallcs,
the BTF managed to muster
the wits to o se the [irst
two legs. The attendance of lo-
cal and foreign dignitaries in-
cluding those ho public
offices and high diplematic
ios lent colour to this
otherwise listless aflair. The
honourable Pri Minister
even went to the extreme

l:'gl.hnﬁnlumtlngﬂu scc-
leg in Rajshahi, such was

the extent of her Il and
mmn:llmentmwnﬁ:':;rhln
Fnu'lllndtenmlnp-rﬁcu

Hl’y the more seasoned
BTF officials lacked either the

verve or intelligence to sce

this event through to its suc
cessful conclusfon. Initially
they were so lackadaisical in
their attitude that they com-
pletcly ignored the top three
players in the country. Having
successfully accomplished this
shameful task they then set
about trying to organisc the
participation of the sceond and
third strings. One e lour
toock off from Dhaka to

hi, the nucieus of Lhe

in all further proceedi m
t were the oflicials
that they even lalled to keep

track of the performance of
the Bangladcshi players who
had played in the two legs.

Al the end of the second
leg. Hiralal and Sami
ranked number four and num-
ber six respectively in the
country, were apparently given
the go-ahead by the BTF (o
participate in the thirdMleg in
Lahore. These two conse-
quently proceeded to make
travel arrangements. On the
night of the 18th of November,
Mr Sandru Salam, an un-
wanted, unloved and generally
unpopular cye-sore on the lo-

tally s -cum-manager-
cum cum-administra

pul to-

i for the umplee-
nth time | What cnsued can

unz be deseribed as lolal
, and a tragic waste of

point more than him and
should go instead. On the
morning of the 19th, the day
of the [Mlight, Shahed ap-
proached Sami with a letter
from Sandru on the official

h Tennis Federation
letter head stating that it was
suggested to Sandru in his
telephonic conversation with
Khondaker Asaduzzaman, the
President of the BTF that if
Shahed had more -circuit
points than Sami then the
former should go. Both Shahed
and Sami were stymiced and
overwhelmed by this develop-
ment. Time being extremely
short, both of them decided to
proceced to the airport [rom
where they- decided they

would ring Mr Asaduzzaman in
the hope of clearing up the
matter of who had originally
been nominated and whe
should actually go. This was «
necessity since bath had the
cou nol to dely even a
vague BTF ordert

But alas ! Shahed tumed up
hall an-hour later than hls
committed time. They could
not reach Mr Asaduzzaman in
riers, awarded their seats to
other awalting passengers.
Thus, both Sami and Shahed as
well as the totally bewildercd
and shattered but definitely cl-
igible Hiralal all missed the
planc.

The question posing us
now, dear rcader. (il you have
still managed to hang on 1o
your sanity) is how could such
a comedy, nay , tragedy of er-
rors have come to pass! To an-
swer this, one has to go be-
ncath the epithelial tissues and
the subcutancous layers of the
BTF bady. What cmerges is the
existence of an organisation

rising juggermauts on the
loral sccene, but with neither
collective nor individual com-
mitment o the pro tion of
perpetuation of tennis. Firstly,
the even being pure
feasional ore,
other tennis

ke all
federations,

L
cX-

place in today's

Leconte puts France level

aficr watchifig Leconte, his old
D:vllCup hle-p-nmrh

Thc Amcricans field the
richly cxperienced ner-
ship of Kcn Flach and Robert
Scguso in whal could now be

- the crucial rubber.

World number 10 Agassi
was in'superb form, firing
winning returns and blistering
groundstrokes from the base-
lines as he dominated the next
three sets.

“The first set was physically
and emotionally draining and |
think it tired him more than #t
did me,” said.

"But this final isn't over
yet,” he added tically.
"Forget has lost Sampras
could still lose and so could |.
The Davis Cup is like that.”

Forget, who could not find
his usually consistent big first
scrve, said He had been simply
oufclasscd.

“It's like whén you're figit-
ing nst. Mike Tyson,™
said. "There's not much you
can do.”

not deficiencics!

Going through the text of
Sandru’s letter to Sami, this
poor correspondent had no
option but to conclude that
cither the BTF was &
Hamlect, hesitating to make the
most rudimentary ol decisions,
or Mr Sandru had overstepped
his limit of authority onc more
time and thus nullified all the
blood, sweal, tears and takas
that had gone into staging this
circuit in Bangladesh.

If this sends shudders down
one's spine, onc can be justifi-
ably pardoned. The BTF. has
supposcdly undergone reor-
ganisation. Yours lruly hates to
say Lhis, but this may have re-
sulted in a classical case ol
coming oul of the [rying
only to [all into the fire,

a particular tennis player was
ltngulnrhr patronised by the
BTF (on the strength of his
parent's pesition) during the
last regime, the situation in
the federation seems to have
magnified manifold. A free-for-
all is now in pregress in the
magnificent conference room
of the BTF with a bit of the

spoils for anyone whe bothers

to get dirty in this shugfest.
But is thys fair or rational?

Does an have the unchal-

lenged right to declare the
BTF his own ficefdom and
through engaging in harmful
politics despatch the tennis
movement to limbo? Can per
sonal prejudice be allowed to
systcmatically destabilise and
disintegrate the very fabric of
tennis in the umtry? | say

thoe
Tl:‘q;n"nl‘r sohution is
for the Ministry of Youth and
Sports 1o sicp in and prevent
the” BTF from imploding.
During the last auteocratie
regime, it was the Sports
Ministry in general and an in-
corruptible and brave Seer-




