The Baily Star
Dhaka, Friday, Noveniber 29, 1991
Technology — Where
Appropriate
ﬁ a seminar in the city last Wednesday,
the ' to tech les suited to our
environment, technical abilities and

the Swiss C tion
mt’ emphasis on what is known as
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"appropriate tec " is itself an appropriate
one, since the state of our deve nt
is not uniform, with certain sectors being quite

while others are at an intermediate slage.
the lack of uniformity, it naturally follows
the level of techno hat ought to be ap-
must not be untform either. The catchword
must be ° eness”. In other words, while
the export-oriented industrial sector will cer-
tainly require imported, advanced technology in
order to make its products internatio com-
petitive, the same will not to other sectors.

The vast ority of this country's population
are still — and are likely to remain so for some
yet — within the "rural poor” bracket, most
of whom lack basic education and technical skill.
As such, while the mment may rightly create
conditions for greater investments in the export
sector to reduce our dependence on foreign aid,
it is also vital that the overall strategy ol devel-
opment targets the rural poor — that is, small
farmers, landless peasants and women — as the

ine for genuine, -term growth.

¢ popularisation of manual irrigation, by
which an individual farmer can have his own wa-
ter pump and access to water at the time and by
the amount needed, was one such piece of ap-
I:mt:prlate technology the SDC seminar high-
ighted. Given the widespread fragmentation of
farm lands, acute shortage of water at crucial
times and avallability of manpower in abundance
in Bangladesh, the need for low-cost, manually-
operaled pumps is self-evident. Experts involved
in marketing the locally-conceived and produced
‘dheki’ pump estimate that, with 500,000 sold so
far, the pump has already made a [ar greater im-
pact on the economy, in terms of employment and
income tion, than the garments rt sector.

However, we must not also forget that, in the
process of "catching up” with the rest of the re-
glnn_ we will still need to see increasingly greater
ransfer of tcchnulc:?r from eloped economies.
It is quite crucial that we push ahead with the
creation of a firm industrial base, while develop-
ing the countryside at the pace it will tolerate.
For instance, in the fields of communication and
industry, the technology appropriate would natu-
rally be advanced imported ones, because we do
not have the resources needed to develop our
own from scratch.

A balance, therefore, has to be struck. It would
all depend on the timetable we set ourselves for
development and, indeed, how we deline devel-
opment in the first place. The use of indigenous
technology would involve socio-cultural compati-
bility and environment-friendliness while ad-
vanced technology would accelerate growth, but
this is not to suggest that one is an alternative to
the other. Advanced and intermediate technolo-
gies should be treated as cnmplcmmtm?wtu each
other, to be applied where appropriate. it falls on
the decision-makers at government and non-gov-
ernment levels to identily the correct areas and
devise a broad strategy accordingly.

Nuclear Threat of a
New Kind

The world now faces a new kind of nuclear
threat. We have long been used to the doomsday
prospect of a nuclear conflagration between the
two superpowers or to a lesser extent — but
equally nightmarish — of a nuclear conflict be-
tween regional powers. However, now a new kind
of threat looms large on the horizon. to prevent
which the international community must take up
urgent preventive measures. The new nuclear
threat stems, not from any maverick country
building a bomb in extreme sec . but from the
possibility of extremists and fanatical groups lay-
ing their hands on unprotected and inadequately
guarded nuclear arsenal. This has come about as a
result of the disintegration of the Soviet Union.
According (o reliable estimate there are 31,264
nuclear bombs in the Soviet Union. The reassur-
ing fact is that most of these weapons are on
Russian soil, where the security forces are under
a clear and disciplined command structure and
we can feel somewhat secure in the knowledge
that those who are guarding these weapons know
their g:rb. Not so reassuring is the fact that more
than 5,000 of such weapons are spread through-
out the disgruntled Republics, who might be
tempted to use the control of these mass de-
struction weapons as symbols of their sovereignty.
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Their lack of expertise in guarding these
weapons raise the prospect of determined terror-
lstsgmg their hands on these weapons.

Acco to a commentary in the Nov 22 issue

of Asiaweek, "More than
heads, only a third of them deployed, tempt the
determined hijackes in the Soviet Union. Each
.has a footbdll-sized core of plutonium or enriched
‘uranium capable of vaporising a town, sinking a
fleet, irradiating a battalion or poisoning a landscape.”
"~ Given our knowledge that the Soviet soldiers
. are not among the most devoted and disciplined
in the world — not to.speak of being affluent or
well satisflied — flvlng in Lo irresistible tempta-
tion of ea millions just by being slack on the
job angnt all that improbable.

All this could be mere figment of ation.
But, if there is the slightest possibility of it be-
conﬂrﬁla reality, then we should do something
about it. now. In the negotiation that are going on
between what is left bf the Soviet Union and the

Republics, the control of the nuclear

arsenal should be given top priorily. Some
blics have supported the of central con-

trol over these weapons. President Bush and
President Gorbachev must put their heads to-
gthcra_lﬂuu all the expe “at their disposal
devise some mechanism to this threat of
mass destruction under some of discipline.
European countries should also co-operate in this
effort. A role for the United Nations could also be

{ the issue would be the worst of the
too much of it in public would
be another. What is necessary is secret negotia-

with Republics to put all the nuclear
under some ccm.raP authority. |

e really cannot be tpo careful, w it comes
d'tllcmlclearpompnm.

000 nuclear war-
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Middle East Peace Talks Come Down to Land

by Benjamin Coben

A AND for Peace” may

become the

of the

East but only
hours aflter first round of
talks ended in Madrid, lsrael

natories were 56 members ol
the Knessel (lsracli pariia
ment) and 15 were from the
Labour Party, even though it
has expressed a readiness to
exchange land for a peace
agreement.

In the occupied West Bank
and Gaza Strip, where the
Palestinians hope to set up
their independent state, Isracl
continues to build setuements
at a frenzied pace. As far as
Jewish settler leaders are con-

ate that many people.”
The first-ever direct talks

between Israeclis and Pale-
stinian representatives are
haunted by one question: have
Isracli settlements made the

ANTA FE DE BOGOTA.

Colombia: For some timc

now, Lhe intcrnational
media has had its cycs on
Cuba, predicting the immincent
downlall of Fidel Castro, the
withdrawal of Sovict troops
from the island and radical
changes in the Communist
Party Congress held in Havana
recently.

There has been a feeling
that- anything could happen.
There is one fact, however,
that many appear to have
overiooked — the existence of
two very different Cubas — onc
on the island itsell and one in
Miami, 170km away.

The latter is home to 80
per cent ol Cuba's exiles,
whose clout in Washington as a
pressure group is as strong as
that of the Jewiah lobby today
or the nationalist Chinese’
lobby of ycars past.

The Miami Cuban lobby is
composed of businessmen with
ties to the and con-
struction sectors w labour
helped place Florida among
the first states of the American
union.

The future of Cuba hangs
between these two poles, so
close geographically but scpa-
rated by barriers as implacablc
as the wall that divided Berlin.

Cubans on the island run
the risk of a bloodbath if
changes in government are
undertaken as abruptly as
those that toock place in
Eastern Europe, where the
c occurred for the most
part peacefully.

Castro is not Gen. Antonio
Noriega of Panama, and Latin
America will not see one of its

address.
Daughters of
darkness
Sir, For the last few weeks
much has appcared in scctions
of the press in regard to the
above subject. Unfortunately, in
all the articles 1 have secn,
| did ‘not notice anywhere that
any sort of plan or programme,
had been outlined to improve
the plight of the unfortunate
inmates of Tanbazar and other
such :

It is so easy for us "Children
of the Light” to sit back in our
comfortable environments and
have very noble thoughts as to
what should be done to
“rehabilitate” these unfortu-
nates and their offspring in a
“society” which, we know very
well, will never accept them as
fellow human beings.

Although 1 do not support
women earning their living by
prostitution, I do support their
right to earn a living by the
best way possible to them. Not
all the inmates choose this

way of Many of them
were forced into it by sheer

rav:rt]r. ignorance and the
ack of better employment

elsewhere. On the other hand,
' of course are there b
cl'm.lttlnntuptnuihoi
into the circumstances which
led to their bﬂ? there, rather
it is the moral duty of all con-
cerned citizens and even the
government to accept them for
what they are — fellow humans
— and try to improve their lot
in the very surroundings they

The historic peace
time in 40

talks in Madrid which brought Arab and dew round the table for the first
years are hanging fire until a venue can be agreed for a second round. At the

heart of the Middle East problem is land. It has been so ever since Israel was proclaimed in
1948 in Palestine so Jews could have a land of their own. Today, Isrgeli settlement of Jews
in the occupied territories goes on unabated, indeed it has been intensified. And Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir says Israel has no intention of giving up the territories.

ocew ol the West Bank,
Gaza and Golan Heights
irrcver ' 4
Many obscrvers have
inted out that Israecl has
ccn laying the foundations for

permanent control sine 1967,
when it seized the occupied
territories following its victory
in the June war against Lho
Arab states.

The emigration of huge

Israel settlements

West Bank 900.000-1m
Gaza Sirp: 670,000- 750,000

symbols carted off to Miami in
the handcufls and untform of a
common criminal.

This is the reasoning be-
hind the concept of a peacciul
transition, a policy outlined on
the island by Gustavo Arcos,
Fidel's former comradc-in-
arms and current rcprescnta-
tive of Cuba's human rights
commission. This idca, re-
jected at first by the Cuban ex-
flc community, is now advo-
caled by such prominent pub-
lic ligures as Maria Cristina
llerrera and Ardel Hidalgo.

Across Lhe sca, the prevail-
ing vicw draws upon sccnarios
from the crisis in Rumania. At
first, says the prevailing wis-
dom in Miami, the dictator
will resist tcnaciously, backed
by his secrct police. But soon,
the regular army will turn
against him and the world will
walich as he pays for his
crimes, as did Cecausescu in
trials on the Nuremberg war
criminal model patcnted by
the allics following World War
I1.

Of course, neither position
is sharcd unanimously by ei-
ther band, but their respective
majorities lean toward one of
these two tendencies.

Given this panorama, | ven-
ture to advance the hypothesis
that future events will not un-
fold as rapidly or as predictably
as maintained by those who
hope to sce the Rumanian sce-
nario. Cuba is in a desperale
situation. But for that very reca-
son — ils anguish — voices oult -
side Lhe island arc calling for a
humanitarian responsc to
Caslro's hypolhclical collapse.

numbers ol Sowviet Jews to
isracl — nearly 400,000 have
arrived so far — has provided
the impetus lor the latest wave
of seitlement activity. In June
1990, Shamir bluntly declared
that "Iig immigration requires
Isracl to be big as well."
lloweyer, the immigration is a
boost, rather than an excuse,
for setUement.

When Shamir's right-wing
Likud came to power in 1977
under Mcnachem Begin —
after 30 yecars in the political
wilderncss — only 5,000 Jews
were living in the occupied
territories. Fired by the ideo-
logical goal of "Greater Isracl,”
the Likud grabbed the oppor-
tunity to intcnsify settlement
activity. By 1985, 52,000 sct-
tlers lived in the occupied ter-
ritorics.

There are now over 200
scttlements in the oeccupied
territorics, which are home o
120,000 |sraclis. A further
130,000 live in » East
Jerusalem, the Arab half of the
city captured and anncxed by
Isracl in 1967, and declared
"the capital of the Stale of
Isracl” by the Knesset in 1980.

Palestinianas want Eas!
Jerusalem as the capital of
their slate.

The government is lurt
Israclis — both veterans a
new immigrants — into the
West Bank with promises of
cheap land and low or inter-

est-frec mortgages.

The Two Cubas

Not everyone is aware that 170kms separate
two very different Cubas: the island Cuba
and the Cuba of Miami. But Alfonso Lopez

Michelsen,

the former president of Colo-

mbia, says the division is as implacable as

the Berlin/Wall.

This position was staled at
the United Nations General
Assembly by Venezuela presi-
dent Carlos Andres Perez,
whose country stepped in to
provide Cuba with the

trelcum it once received
E'ﬂ'l Soviet Undon.

truth is that, although
the Cuban government is grow-
ing lcas popular by the day, the
same is not truc of Castro
among his masscs of support-
ers on Lhe island. People born
under Castro's regime believe
the opportunities they have
received in education and
health arc triumphs of the rev-
olution that they now risk los-
ing under a government like
the onc that came to power in
Panama afllcr the United Statcs
invasion.

Another factor, and one that
is often under-cstimated by
the [riends of the United
Stalcs is anti-US sentiment in
Cuba and throughoul Latin
Amcrica. Fidel Castro is the
personification of these [ecl-
ings. lle is the pcbble in Uncle
Sam's shoes, and many pcople
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Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Edilor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

live in.

[las no one ever thought to
sct up health care centre in
Tanbazar, a school, a clinic, a
handicraft centre, a commu-
nity centre or other such pro-

grammes which would ¢n-
courage the women to think of
better ways to earn their liv-
ing? Or are we all concerned
with rosy drcams of marrying
them off to "good men" so that
they can make “"honest
women" ol themselves? llow
can we guarantee that they will
be happy?

Has anyone ever bothcred
to go there and talk Lo the
ladies and ask therm what their
hopes and aspirations are?
What they really needed, be-
sides, clients? To them clients
only mean money, moncy with
which they can buy the essen-
tials they need, educate and

cloth their children and them-

selves and secure a roof over
their heads.

In spite of our noble
thoughts, prostitution will
never be eradicated from the

face of the earth. Besidcs, all
"prostitutes” do not live in

miscrable conditions such as
Tanbazar; it is common knowl-
edge that there are many such
ladies carrying out the same
profession albeit at a higher
cost who are sheltered
"society” because the only dif-
ference is that they do what
they have to do in the name of
"love" or are considered by
some as "socialites”.

It 1s something we

"Children of the Light” have to
learn to live with. The best we
can do for the prostitutes and
for our own safety as well is to
try to improve their living
conditions, try to enlighten
them an assist them in what-
cver way possible to lead as
normal a lifc as possible.

I.. Lestourgeon
Lalmafia I LE, Dhaka.

Open space in city

Sir, It was dccided by the
past undcmocratic government
that the land vacated alter re-
moval of Dhaka Ccentral Jail
would be ulilised for shopping
and housing complexes. This
was a mosl unwisc planning
and thc solc purposc was lo
make moncy by sclling land lor
consiruction. Old part of the
city is without any open space
worth the name. The only
hope for healthy survival of the
city and cilizens of Dhaka is Lo
keep the vast land occupicd
now by Lhe Central Jail as open
for garden, park, sports
grounds, open air theatlre,
aviary [or birds cte. Local resi-
dents, sometime back formed
a resistance commitiee to fight
against the design Lo convert
the spacce inlo shopping and
housing complex. The cominit-
tee should activate ils¢lfl and
urge the present peaple’'s gov-
ernment lo & n the sinis-
ter plan of the autocratic past
government and municipal
corporation to look forward to
the next century and beyond
and not to miss Lhis opportu-
nity to present the future eild-
zens a gilt of open space in the
shape of greenery by judicious
use of the land to be availuble
after shifting of Dhaka Ccniral
Jail.

Abu Ahmed
Shere-Bangla Nagor, Dhaka.
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who do net count themselves
anfong Castro's [riends suill
hope that this symbol of
protest will not too soon dis-
appear.

Public spectacles like the
Noriega trial, with the testi-
mony of informers
r crimes, do not help

make the { of the United
States a more [riendly one.

The same is truc of the
economic adjustment policics
imposed by the International
Monetary Fund, but attributed
by most people to policics em-
anating [rom Washington.

One of the arguments raised

against Castro's future is his

near-complete isolation. This
argument overlooks the exam-
pics of China, Angola, Victnam

and other Asian countlrics in

More than $2.5 billion has
been spent in the last 20 years
building and maintaining set-
tcments. Settlers also cnjoy a
seven per oonl reduction in
income Lax, and lsracl indus
tries opcning in the occupied
terrilories reccive a govern-
ment grant which covers 40
per cent of their expenses for

purchasing equipment.

Isracl has normalised its re-
lationship with the ocecupiced
lerritorics and as a result is
presenting them to the public
as an attractive place o lve.
The territories are also idea In
the mind of Isracli leaders for
the absorption of immigrants.
A Fcbruary 1991 report by left-
wing Knesset Members Doedi
Zucker and lladm Oron con
chudes that "in 1990, the num-
ber of Jews Iving in the oy
pied terrilories increascd by
15 per cent. The source of 1his
growth is the new immigrants,
mainly from the USSR."

At a cercmony for the new
scttlement of Tzur Yigal,
Shamir declared that the
Green Line, which separates
Isrue) from the occupied terri-
tories, "no lo exisls as far
as I'm concernced.” So [ar,
Isracl has not undertaken any
commitment to [reeze scltle-
ments for the duration of the
ncgotiations L

Palestinians are rightly feac-
ful that this will destroy the

the samc situation.

Anothdr argument, evoked
above all other considerations,
is the ¢nd of socialism, the
dcath of idcology. the end of
the history. '

A i question here is
the tiny of US ca
lHow long will it take for the
curtain to close on the crisis
underway in the country that
pionecred the implementation
of economic neo-libcralism?
Recession is back with ncw in-
tensity, bankruptcies occur on
a monthly basis, the US dollar
is losing its importance as a
world standard and gross cco-
nomic growth for this ycar will
be under one per cent. |

Is this an inspiring model
for countrics that want o de-
velop their economics?

What Cuba really necds is
not a new regime that will
fight for its life withoul Laking
into account social considera-
tions. Cuba needs Lo be free
from any pre-determined sys-
lem (that is, from socialism or
absolule capitalism ) but open
to all the options of global eco-
nomi¢ integration and the re-
turn to a stalc of law where
frcedom is respected and eco-
nomic openness is introdyced
gradually in arcas where the
experiments of the last 35
years have failed.

OPINION

peace proccss, because every
new scifiement pushes their

chance of exercising

sovereignty further away .

withdrawal will
be open. Many lsracl lcfiists
were by a demon-

is unlikcly to agree to the
Palcstine Liberation Organis-
ation's demand for total

while, still hold out the hope
‘that the inevitable
now [

— IPS

Alfonso Lopez Michelsen,
Jormer president (1974-78)
and foreign minister of Colo-
mbia, is the head of the

Exodus, Influx, Misery

A photograph captlionced
‘Sound ol [oolsicps necaring'
appecaring on the 26th October
issue of "The Daily Star” show-
ing specifically a group of dis-
tressed people [rom some
northern districts disembark-
ing al Kamalapur Railway
Station, conveys with it scrious
implications and is quilc
thought-provoking. The vxodus
of the pcople from the north-
ern districls to the capital city
speaks ol a hopcless situation
prevailing there,

For ycars, we have been told
of the spectre of poverty :dnd
starvation haunting the
broader scclion of Lhe prople
living in Rangpur, Dinajpur and
other northern  districts.
People who go there to  dis-
charge olficial dutics and obli-
gations, narrale invariably of a
depressing situation. As Lhere
exisls always a dcarth of em-
ployment, pcople migrate to
the capital cily, nurturing a
hope of getling rid of starva-
tion and dcath,

The hope they bear when
they come to Dhaka, never
consummales with rcality. As
they have a low degree of liter-
acy and little moncy Lo start a
business, they can hardly make
usc of the scantly opportuni-

| ties availablc here for them to

keep their body and soul to-
gether, They rather become
victims of circumstances — in
strict terms they olten yicld Lo
the becaconing of the dark
forces.

Of course, the alrcady over-
populated Dhaka gives a morce
distressing appcarance at Lhis
addition to her population like
other occasions of silcnt mi-
gration from other districts.
Dhaka has now bcconmie a
highly dense habitat of count-
less homo sapicns. The c¢nvi-
ronmenlt has beconwe polluted
and unhcalthful. Once feels oll-
balance and confused when he
finds, to utler horror, every
nook and corner of the city
overcrowded, nel a breathing
space remaining.

Traflic jam is onc of a [cw
logical conscquences of this
large inflow of people into the
capital city. Begging is gradu-
ally becoming the only mcans
of survival for a'big strecam of
Dhaka citly residents. Joble-
ssness has mounted treimen-
dously among the youth. The
tendency among a broader
section of the rising youth Lo
resort to gangsler aclivilics
has contributed to the
worscning of the whole
seenarto. Crime rates have in-
creased keeping pace with the
increase in the population of
Dhaka city. This is the most
distressing fact about the mi-
gration of hclpless coun-
trysiders in abnormally high
proportions. There are valid
rcasons to believe that this
growing migration will, in the
cred, plunge the socicty into a
darkness, incevitably., A recent
slatistical survey reveals Lhat
almost forty pereent of the city
residents dwell in slums.

These slums are simply ghet- -

toes and are breeding grounds
of crimes and immoral activi-
tics and also sheliers for hard-
cned criminals. This gives a
very unpromising projection
for a metropolitan cily which
for ycars has boeen earmarked
to become a "Tolottoma” city
by our visionary rulers,

The government officials
and the cconomists attribute
to many rcasons for the
widespread poverly and starva-
tion. Unfortunatcely, the people
entrusted with the job, never
take up the responsibility of
thrashtng out the cursc of
poverly and starvation. It has
been, however, obscrved that
moricy and malcrials pumped
into the cconomy of Bang-
ldesh are yet to deliver lasting

and pormanent  development
and prosperity, Just  the
immuediate needs are net and

the leaders go on a begging
afresh cach new year, This is
an unforiunatc thing that while
Lthe aristocratic apd rich class,
be it in Europe, America or,

India, take part in
Philanthropy and genecrosity by
their monumental contribution
to the socicly, .we find a great
void in this rcgard in our
country. Thosc people in other
countrics on onc hand con-
tribule o the economy by set-
ling up big industrial projcets,
and on the other hand, they
show a large heart when they
turn lo establish charitable or-
ganisations. Tradesmanship fs
the main profession of the rich
and aristocratic class hdre,
While they are allegedly pum-
mclling a lot of black moncy
into fur::’?;n banks, thcy make
a [arse of philanthropy arrang-
ing much-publicised scminars
on povuerly msanagement in say,
a five-star hotel (where, belive-
ably. sumpluous dinner de-
vours up most of the agenda).
It is a sad thing then that Lhe
pcople of the Dhaka cily
should be the silent spectators
of the decadence of socicty in

- EVLTY Sense.

It is true that il cnough at-
tention is nol paid to the
uprising of the rural cconomy,
nobody will be able 0 resist
the aggravation of the situation
due to the influx, thosce un-
lucky pcople in the village
must get assured that they can
managce al leasl (wo square
mcals a day at their own homwe,
Expanding the amcnitics and
enhancing the cconomic im-
portance of the cxisting citics
in other districts will divert
the desperate villagers, This,
howeéver, needs gathering of a
thorough knowledge aboul Lhe
economic and socio-political
condition of the wholc country.
These are the simple flacts
about stopping this onc-way
migration. We, howcver, will
have to leave to the bunafide
economists the burden ol selv-
ing varfous complex mathe-
matics ol economic cmancipa-
tion. '

Hubert Francis Sarkar
Singhtula, Dhaka.



