Come o CHITTAGONG Come fo

[ BANGKOK THAI RESTAURANT |

The House of Peace & Rest, The Place of High Class.
We Cordially invite you to fry owr Beautifully

prepared and Beoufifully presented authentic
THAI CUISINE ona SEAFOOD in the cosy
atmosphere of a LOVELY HOUSE.

1443 ASIA; | HIGHWAY ROAD, NASIRABAD,
CHITTAGONG. RSVP CALL TEL: 226803
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' Ban on molasses

_AGRAHAYAN 14, 1398
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product:lon in
mills areas goes

The government has lilted
ban on production of molasscs
in sugar mills areas. The deci-
sion, taken at the weekly
meeting of the Cabinet chaired
by Prime Winister Begum
Khaleda Zia al Bangabhaban on
Wednesday night, came into
immediate eflect.

Official sources said producs
tion of molasses will be al-
lowed only through the coun-
try-crushers.

The decision is one of the
and
su ¢ policy for the year
1991-92, approved by the
Cabinet. |

Despite increase in the op-
erational cost and enhance-
ment in the salary-structure,

By Staff Correspondent

the government has also de-
cided not to enhance the pre-
sent ex-mill rate of sugar
which has becn Taka 25 per
kg.

The Cabinet has directed
the Ministry of Industries to
ensure timely movement of
sugarcane to the mills and ex-
ercise strict supervision lo
gear up production and in-
crease the recovery rate.

Ministers and State
Ministers-in-Charge
ent ministries attended the
meeting which continued till
mid-night.

Principal Finance Secretary,
Cabinet Secretary, Sccretary to
the Prime Minister's Office
and concerned Secretarics

were present.

of differ-

@he Baily Star
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Fishing in calm water is perhaps more difficult than thnt in truubled water. And fishermen, whether fishing in a sea or

in a river, have to take all the trouble for their day's catches that bring them home their bread.

—Star photo

UZ 'chairmen' plan
agitation from Dec 1

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Upazila Parishad contact campaign will be con-
Chairmen Samity Thursday an- ducted between De¢ember 5
nounced an agitalion pro- and 7 and countrywide torch

gramme ing next month
and a half-day nationwide

hartal December © unless the
government withdraws what it
termed the ‘black ordinance’
abolishing the upazila system,
by November 30.

Leaders of different opposi-
tion also called
for immediate withdrawal
of the Ordinance while ad-
dressing a special conlference
of the Samity at the Dhaka
District Sports Association
auditorfum.

.. Aancuncing Lhe 9-day pro-

Safiily, Feroz Khan of Savar,

said thal starting Deccmber 1,
black [lags vﬂl hoisted at
all u rs.
Protest rallies will be held

December 2 and 3 and rallies
will be held at district head-
qlmmnumheri A mass

of tha-

processions will be held
December 8.

He said that if the govern
ment fails to withdraw the
Ordinance even after the halfl
day hartal on December 9 the
Samity will announce the date
for staging a grand rally in the
capital and gherao the secrc-
lariat.

The Samity also extended
support to the 72-hour strike
and barricade called by the
jute and tLextile workers
Deccmber 22.

Presided over by Firoz

by the Deputy Leader ol
the Opposition in thncnl
Abdus Samad Azad as the chiel

guest.

Among others acting Jatiya
Party Chairman  Mizanur
Rahman Choudhury, MP,

See Page 12 Col. 3

‘confercnoe was at- -

Probe into all political |
killings demanded

By Staff Correspondent
The Awami General with the opportunity we have
M‘.‘.-'L m Sajeda Chou- achieved through a long strug-
:.':3.1 P, mm de- gle st autocracy’, Sajeda
into ur::dln' that, otherwise,
all the m ngs since the enemies of democracy
1976 and the trial of the would again find their way into
killers to protect the hard-  politics.
carned democracy from the Accusing the ruling party of
::-::‘uu. - maintaining the attitude of
politics of killing and past autocrats In werk and
coup began in the with words, the AL General Sccre-
the murder of in tary called upon the party to
Tinnlthcenzt::dhh - give up its 'autocratic acts’ for
killers from trial caused the sake of consolidating
other killings later T
said on Thursday while Choudhury allc
a discussion meet- that the killers of Dr Mi
ing in memory of Dr Milon, a were not tried, and not
martyr in last year's anti-autoc- even arrested due 1o the un-
racy movement, at Nawabpur ﬂwwm
in the city. She de that the
1 demand punishment to all mthﬁ-ﬂu-ﬂthc
the killers including those of of the martyrs during
w. Ziaur Rahman, Ershad's autocratic regime.
Col Taher and even Orﬂr Joy Bangla
(Retd) Manjur after ':lg Sangs a Jote, Lthe
their killings properly o end discussion meeting was also
the politics of conspiracy once  addressed by the AL Joint
for all,’ the AL leader said. Amir Hossain Amu,
She observed that disunity Gaziul Fayez Ahmed,
among the pro-liberation Shaheed Milon’'s mother
forces the Freedom  Begum Selina Akhter and his
Fighters (FFs) the en- widow Mahmuda Alam Kabita,
cmies of liberation to risc. shahced Noor Hossain's father

i
:

Mujibur Rahman and others.
Amu alleged that the gov-
ernment was harassing the AL
leaders against whom falsc’
cascs were filed by the fallen
See Page 12 Col. §

Gunshots rock
DU campus
again
By DU Correspondent

Several rounds of gunshots
fired by the two rival student
groups rocked, the Dhaka
University campus again on
Thursday creating panic
among Lhe general students.

Police fired scveral tcargas

| shells to disperse the warring

students and raided the
Zahurul Huq Hall of the univer-
sity, but nothing was rccovered
nor anybody arrested.

Campus sources said the in-
cident originated [rom an at-
tempt of some Chhatra League
(S-A) activists to shoot a

atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)

er at the TSC premiscs

Thumd.ly al about 530 pm.
5 Phe QD

leader along we
mnuuuv.rdﬂﬂamw»
aged to flee away and the al-

tackers rushed towards the
‘Bashunia Toron' firing gun-
shols to the Suryasen Hall and
Mohsin llall arcas. Scveral
rounds ‘of gunshots were also

See Page 12 col 7

Repression in 71
was a madness, |
says Asghar

ression on the pcople of
rrﬂw fle East Pakistan in
1971 was a 'madness’. Air

Marshal (Retd) Asghar Khan, 7

chief of Tahrik-e-Isteglal said
on Thursday, reports BSS,

"1 was here during the tur-
bulent days of March 1971 and
| had told the then govern-
ment that united Pakistan
would be (inished il a single
bullet was fired to tackle the
siluation,” the sendor Pukistani
politictan, now in Dhaka on a
private visit, said.

See Page 12 col 7

S injured as train

derails at Tongi
From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Nov 28: Five per- |
sons were injured as two com- |

partments of the Dhaka-
Chillagong Karnaphuli
Express derailed near Natun
Bazar at Tongl Thursday noon.

Of the injured, one is a
Raflway securily guard and four

were pedestrians, Tongl sta-
tion sources said.

Following the accident
around noon, rail communica-
tion was disrupted for an
hour.

Immediately alter the acel-
dent a relief train rushed 1o
the spot and restored rail
communication.

from the garments expo

BADC in a fix over equipment

Bangladesh Agricultural
Development Corporation
(BADC) is now grappling with
its frrigation equipment to be
sold by next March as per a be-
lated government decision
taken in the first Weck of
November.

The employees union of the
BADC has strongly protested
the government deccision to
sell its deep tubewells, shallow
tubewells and low lift pumps
and instructed all its membcers
not to cooperate with the au-
thorities in selling the irriga-
tion equipment, at the behest
of the donor agencies in
Bangladesh.

Though the government

ook a dt(i:!iun lo privatise the

hg

-of the
alng of all of its

power tillers at
any rate it has st yet formu-
lated any irrigation policy, said

BADC employees while talking .

lo this correspondent. »
Al present there are about
12,000 deep tubewells in the

~gction

By Moinuddin Naser

hands of the BADC while Lhe
total number of shallow tubc-
wells is about 7889. It also has
14,000 low lift pumps. Besides
there are many decp and shal-
low tubewcll engines.

According to BADC sources
after the decision to sell all the
equipment [rom November 4,
the BADC could only negotiate
the sale of 99 deep tubewells,
565 power tillers and 263
shallow tubewells.

According to the BADC
Employees’ Union President
Mofizul Islam, the BADC em-
ployecs were not assisting the
authorities in implementing
the Wrnmﬁm dmhlun b-:.-
cause the emp

nf the fri

that the !I-L
mnlf:l orce the BADC wnr]-(
Qhopl close down.

He further said that after
the government decision to
scll the irrigation equipment
there was virtually no work in
the workshops and the BADC
employces had to go from door

to door to get jobs of repairing

machincry [rom the private
parties.

Mofizul Islam further said
that the irrigation equipment
to be sold is not used for agri-
cultural purposes. He said
many of thc buyers are using
the power pumps to thrash
rice and operale boats.

lle said that the withdrawal
of subsidy on agricultural in-
puts and irrigation equipment
may ultimately hamper crop

production.

It is learnt that the BADC
Employees’ Union will hold ‘a
council by the end of
December and it has already

invited the Prime ﬂlﬂlilﬁr |
!

L‘m 10

meeting to know

gricvances.

‘The BADC Employees'
Union sources said that if
Khaleda Zia did not listen to
them they would have no other
option but to go for a greater
movement.

"
—

News analysis

'Unrest jolts garments mdustry

Last yecar
Bangladesh carmed Tk 3.000
crorc from the exports of
readymade garments which
accounted for 43 per cent of
the total export earnings.

This was Tk 1,000 crore up
ris
earnings of 1989-90 (iscal
year. The profected earnings
lor the current fliscal plus six
more months (up to Dec 1992)
arc more than Tk 5,000 crore.

This phenomenal ;rnwlh
has tn.lv:n place in a country
which did not have any men-
tionable garments exports un-
ul 1979.

T , Bangladesh exports
more than 54 categories of
readymade garments to 24
countrics, mainly to the US
and the EEC couniries.
Bangladesh is the 5th largest
garments exporter to the US,
only after the big four ex-

porters — Hong Kong, South
Korea, Tatwan and China.

One [actor that contributed
most to this success slory is
the cheap labour Bangladcsh
has. Nearly 90 per cent of to-
day's estimated five lakh work-

' ers Iin about 850 garments
. lactories are women, many of
them teenage girls coming

from poor lamilies.
Until recently the labour
front in the garments sector

(1990-91)-

By Special Correspondent
was quict. But last month a
simmering unrest flared inlo
streetl protests when nts
girls clashed with police and
musclemen allegedly hired by
a factory management. The un-
rest erupting at the beginning
of the export months of
November, December and
January s clouding this year's
export prospects.

The current unrest was
triggered by the Oct 21 lock-
out of Comtrade
a garments factory owned by
the BEXIMCO group. The rea-
son of the lock-out: a violence
on Oct 20 because of the ter-
mination of 17 workers and
employees of the factory on

charges of unauthorised lcave.
The management and the
workcers have contradictory
versions on Lhe issue.

An incident in one factory
should not normally have
spread violence en streets and
led to a strike that was ob-
served on Nov 21. Analysts be-
leve that an unrest has already
been simmcring among the
workers, which flared up tak-
ing the Comtrade incident as
an excuse. The garments
workers have many com-
plaints: poor working condi-
tions, low wages, arbitrary fir-
ing disregarding labour laws of
the land. According to an unol-
ficial estimate 90 per cent of

the werkers do not have any
appointment letters, even
though they have completed
three months ol probation.

Though the garments in-
dustry did mot have any formal
trade unions during its initial
years, Lhe workers are now be-
ing organised by a number of
federations backed by the
couniry’s major political par-
tics. Bangladesh Garments
Manulacturers and Exporters
Association (BGMEA) rescnts
the trade union activity in the
industry.

"The outsiders are creating
problem in the garments in-
duu'y There is a deep-rooted
conspiracy to destroy the
b-u-umh} industry,” said a

BGMEA, spcaking on
condition of anonymity. He did
not specily who the conspira-
tors are.

But leadcrs of Bangladesh
Garments Workers and
Employeces Unity coungtil
maintain that the con
theory has been invented to
hide the “injustices done to
the poor ?

Il is difficult tn say !lhll is

the Inr.lu-try a:‘e that the
government's Inspector

of Faclorics should immedi-
ately move to enforee disci-
pline in this sector

Palestinian leadership chaired
by Yasscr Arafat.

The United States has ruled
any conditions
says il wants

il*hn-tlnlﬂlﬂhn"
Washington has turned

down a PLO that its of-
ted visas so that

be
advise Palestinians
l-rﬂlg a joint delegation with

lyrh-ﬂnrﬂlduhi-lhn
brumm
on December 4

I

that if the Israclis fall to ap-

that would be

pear,

negotintions to the reglon aims
at putting addivonal

!

in the of the poace pro-
cess and it of the se-
riousness and momentum noe-
essary for s suceess.” the

-Syrla Palestlmans to attend Washington peace talks

Shamir, said : “The ninth. This
is the decision of the gove

move speedil frem
Washington to the East
or ncarby.

But In an intervicw one
hour later with lsracl Army ra-
dio, Den-Aharon said he hoped
that “We will mrive al some

* Asked
a
invoived a starting date
re between . 4
9. he said : T don't

i
|

Dec.

{

. diciary of the country

its |
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English to
continue in
courts

By Supreme Court
Correspondent
English shall continue to be
the of the subordinate

| j:'l‘:hmgnngh untﬂhlLs

. ernment directs uth:rwiﬂ:

The government declare
what the language of the sub-
ordinate courts shall be.

This was the verdict of a

' Division Bench of the High
Court Division in 18
{ | Revision Cases heard together

Civil

in which a question was raised
whether English would heid
its ficld in the subordinate ju-
after the
introduction of Act 2 of 1987
(introduction of Bengali lan-
guage) on March 8, 1987. The

| judgement was delivered on

Thursday in open Court.

The judgement on behalfl of
the Court was delivered by
Justice A R M Amirul Islam

See Page 12 col 8

Writ on women
seats in JS
dismissed

By Supreme Court
Correspondent

The Writ petition challeng-
ing the 10th Amendment to
the Constitution was dis-
missed Thursday by a Division
Bench comprising Justice Md
Abdul Jalill and Justice
Nayecemuaddin Ahmed

Dr Ahmed Hnﬂiln, a senior

Advocate of the Su Court
challenged the 10th
Amendment to the

Constitution which provides
30 women scats in Parlament
through indirect election by
the members of Mhlm;l

A certificate M
peal to the Appeliate ﬂMﬂTﬂ |
was reiused.

Short SAARC™
summit by Dec,
Lok Sabha told

NEW DELHI, Nov 28 : India
hopes that it would be possibile
to hold a short, {unctional
SAARC summit in Colombo be-
fore the year-end, the Minister
of State for External Alfairs,
Eduardo Faleiro, informed the
Lok Sabha today, PIY.

In a written reply to CP
Mudalagiriyappa and Sanat
Kumar Mandal, Faleiro said the
Maldives President, Maumoon
Abdul in his
as SAARC Chairman m
ready initiated consultations frr
this regard with member
states.

The posiponement of the
summit carly this month be-

cause of nen-participation of

| the Bhutanese King “is not

See Page 12 Col. 6

Union Parishad
polls candidate

shot dead
From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Nov 28 : Vice-
President of Ganna Union
Awami League Abdul Hakim
Khan was shot dead by a group
of miscreants Wednesday
night.

Abdul Hakim, 40, was also a
chairman candidate for the
coming Union Parishad elec-
tion.

A group of armed miscre-
ants attacked him and his sup-
porters and shot him dead at
around 8-30 pm when they
were on a clection campaigh at

PDB clarification
on load-shedding
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladcsh

Board (BPDB)

Thursday t there
wuﬂh:-mh
hour E throughout
the country , the PDB



