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US players dare the Frenchmen

PR] LYON, Nov 27:
America’'s [Davis

Cup 'rs admit
they are ready lor
anything when
they face France
in this weeckend's [inal—
including the return of
Yannick Noah, AFP,
Robert Seguso and Ken

Flach, finalists at the world
doubles championships in
Johannesburg at the weckned,
said 1t would not be sur-
prised il the French captain

picked himself for the doubles
and named Henri Leconte as
the second singles playcr with
Guy ;
‘I think they will play
Lecunte in the ninglcs and Lhat

.GUY FORGET

Yannick will play with Forget
in the doubles,” said the 28-
ycar-old Seguso who with
Flach has been beatlcn only
once in ten matches since
making his Davis Cup dcbut in
1985.

"Leconte is always danger-
ous, and if they are looking for
a result from their scecond sin-

dﬂ p
may get il for them.”

"I was surprised when
Yannick didn't namc himsecll
on the French team— bul he
can still put himsell down up
to one hour before the draw.

"But it doesn’t rcally 't.in.l!u.'n'r}r
us who we play. We have playcd
them all so many times belfore.
We have faced both Forgel and
Leconte and Forget and Noah
in major malches so we will
know what lo cxpecl.”

Noah is rclusing to say cx-
actly who will play bul hc gave
a little away when he admilled:
"1 wouldn't be training four or
five hours a day il | wasn't go-
ing to play.”

Wuﬂhmd:--

US to host
'02 Davis Cup

NEW YORK, Nov 27 : The
United States will host their
ng- round tie of the
1992 Davis Cup competition
*lnlrl Argentina in Hawaii,
TH-H .l.-nchu:m said on

The lnﬂl:h on
a hard court uutdnun at the
Mauna Lani Racquet Club in
Kohala Cu-l starti on
January 31, the h

The United States,
ing their title mm-t lhf.
French in the final of the 1981

competition this weekend in

Lyon, France, have bealen
scven of 10 times In

lic said the LTA was cx-
fts nalional training
scheme and huﬁlk‘ new en-
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layer then he's the player |

lighted with their form.

‘Il was good o get our
matches under our belt iIn
Johannesburg and reach the
final”, he alter a vigorous
hitting scssion with ATP
cham Pete Sampras.

- mk we have been play-
ing rcally well and we are de-
lighted o be back in the Davis
Cup team”.

The French decision to use
the Japanese-made Kenncx
balls which are not sold in the
United States, had little eflect
on the players.

"I rcftlly like the balls,” mkl

And he was not worried by

the Suprenwe Court surface.
"We are uscd o having lo

change surfaces. It only takes
us a couple of days to adapl”,
he said. :

Andre Agassis and Sampras
madc it clear they didn't care
who they played.

"We have just come from
the World Championships,”
said Agassi afler a sharp work-
out with Luke Jensen. "Pete
wan it and | reached the semi-
finals.”

With his streaked fair hair
in a pony-tail pined under a
white baseball cap, Mauve
shorts and coloured tennis
shocs, Lhe 2]-ycar-old Agassi
looked very much at home
among the lags and colours of
the Gerland Tadium.

"I've been hiltling really well
right from the first ball here,”
he grinned.

“IU's been great. The court
plnyn very true and the bounce
is consistenl. I've gotten really
comfortable very carly so I'm

very cxcited about what's lo .

come.”

Sampras, who won the Lyon
Grand Prix last month and who
will be making his Davis Cup
« dcbut, said: “The court is play-
ing slightly laster than it was
then, but | don't think that will
make any dilference.”

The ED-ycar-nld. who spent

‘most of last week practising

with Agassi at the Nick
Bollettieri Academy in Florida,
said he had a score to settle
with Forget.

The French number one
beat him in five sets in the
Paris Open [inal three weeks

I've just watched a film of

that match and | really feel |
should have won”, Sampras

said. "I'll be all out to put
the record straight next
weekned.” :

Amcrican captain Tom
Gorman, a Wimbledon semili-
nalist 20 ycars ago,. shruggced
ofl their rclaxed approach

the showdown.

“We are doing things here
the“ymw-:luthtm,
he said. _

"We know this is going to be
very diflicult. When we beat

f

the Australians in last year's fi- -

nal we were playing at home.
Playing away gives us more
headaches. But our players
have been performing really
well. -

“France arc a team and

anyone who rcaches the final -

arc a good team, so we shall be
taking nothing for granted,” he
stressed.

In marked ecomparison, the
French arrived in Lyon after 10
days inlensive training at a
health farmein Swilzerland.

PETE SAMPRAS

“1 don't think we nced to
spcnd any extra lime together.
Gorman said. “"The players are
training all the time and thcy

get plenty of practice. I'm
sure they would soon get tired
if thcy saw me around them all,
the time.”

Rcuter from Panis adds
French captain Yannick Noah
is kceceping all but his team
guessing by refusing to reveal
who we has chosen lo [ace the
United States in the Davis Cup
final starting on Friday in Lyon.

Noah teld his four-man
squad ol Guy Forget, Henri
Leconte, Olivier Dclaitre and
Arnaud DBoetsch at the
weckned of his sclection for
the two singles place and the
doublcs paring against the
Anwricans,

But he has barred the play-
crs [rom talking to the media
and has added Lhe mystery by
hinting he could even play in
the final himsell as a late re-
placement for one of the
others.

"l would not be training four
or five hours a day il | had no
intention of playing”. he told

peporiers. “Leconic is playing
well but thenso am 1.”

. There is no doubt that
Forget, the world number
seven, will be the first singlcs
layer and the anchor man of
the doubles team but alter that
all options are open.
Title holders the United
whose captain Tom

Leconte, his o :—in-
arms [rom France's lut Davis
Cup final when the
France were defcated 4-1 by
the Americans in Grenoble
nine years .

The swashbuckling but un-
predictable Leconte has talent
rience on his side. H-:

by “”':?Eﬁ,"‘i’“’:

po tly he has
layed 38 sin rubbers for
Eana: in the %ﬂnﬂs Cup, has
beaten Agassi twice in four
meetings and now seems fully
[it again after a third back op-
cration during the summer.
The young Delaitre is the
other main contender for the
slot. He reached the final of

Jlast month’'s Lyon tournament

at the Palais Des where
the Davis Cup showdown takes
place before losing badly to
Sampras.

But he has no Davis Cup ex-
pericnce and Noah weould be
taking a huge gamble if he
threw him in at deep end.

France's best cham of an
upset resf on Forget winning
both his singles matches —
beat Sampras earlier this
month in the Paris Open final—
and winning a third

the doubles the

where*

. Americans field those old

campaigners Ken Flach and
Robert Seguso.

Leconte, an accomplished
doubles players, is once again
the best bet but Noah may fcel
three five-scilers in three
days could be beyond him and
field Boetsch instead.

Or Maybe he will turn to
Noah the player and name
himself. Under Davis Cup rules
he does not have to sc his
squad until Thursday and can
still change his doubles team
up to one hour before
Saturday's rubber.

The only certainty is that
Noah will keep his opponents
m the dlrll'. until just before

Then, sturaight from the
restart, Rotherham went back

in front through Shaun
Goodwin.

Scunthorpe forced cxira
time when Tony Daws

equalised 12 minutes from the
end of normal time. Substilule

Jason White Ionhcd o have
booked their into

On Friday the

Indians face

the last-minute three one-day
malches t the South
Alricans, had very little time to

round two when he scored in
the 19th minute o extra time.

But four minutes later Page
grabbed his second goal 10 en-
sure the two sides shared in a

piece of cup history.

Queen’'s Park Rangcrs’
home hood struck again in the
Zenith Data Cup but at
lcast this time they went down
fighting.

Manager Gerry Francis, who
has seen his side losc Lhree
times at Loftus road in the
space of a week, must have
been proud with the rousing
final flourish Rangers pro-
duced to rattle their London
rivals in this thriller.

With 56 minutes gone
Palace were 3-0 ahead and
looking certain to reach the
area semifinals.

But
minute later

" revival bogan a
when David

Bardsley bundled the ball in
from close range.

Tendulkar provided the silver
lining with his innings of 82
(in the first innings total of
200) and 59 (in the second
innings total of 147) in the
maitch against the New South

Manjrekar
India has two class

Azhar s men face

First round tie marks
new FA Cup record

And then substitute Andy
Impey slipped the ball past
Palace kecper Nigel Martyn
and Ray Wilkins tapped in
from a yard after 68 minulcs.

Rangcrs were now rampant
and tenr minutes laler less
Ferdinand looked to have lev-
clicd the tie bul his cflort was
ruled out for offside.

But despite their rousing
finish Rangcrs were unable to
force extra time as a relived
Palace held on to reach the
arca scmiflinals.

It had all been so different
earlicr on as Malace ook a vice
like grip on the match.

Geoll Thomas cracked in a
stunning opcning
minutes, and on Lthe stroke of
hall-time Marco GCabbladini
sped through to score number
two. Palace then arcd o
scal a comlortable victory
whoen Erie Young headed home
afller 56 minutes.

a daunting challenge in Australia

point from

| alter 26

|

J
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Pakistani skipper Imran Khan (L) watches as batsman Javed Miandad (R) ties a pnin*
relieving thermal belt around his waist during the first one-day international rnntch

the West Indies in Karachi on Nov 20.

Tyson tomorrow,”

against

Qhe Buily Star 11

Confident Lewis
ready to fight
any puncher

LONDON, Nov 27 : Liennox
Lewis is m:ly to take on any-
one —including Mike Tyson,
reports AFP.

The bold claim by the
fighter's manager Frank
Maloney f[ollows the British
and European champion's im-
pressive three round demoli-
tion of 1l Biggs in Atlanta
on :

"Judging by his frame of
mind and il the money was
right 1 feel he would fight
insisted

Maloney.

"I've never seen Lewis in

this mood. The American
press raved about him,” added

"His punch delivery and
accuracy were lremendous, |
gave his performance cight out
of 10 and that is thc best |
have given him yet. He is so
closc to being the complete
fighter.”

"At the moment, | am look-
ing at a world title eliminator
in June,” said Maloney.

The only worthwhile eight
left in DBritain would be against
Frank Bruno.

Lewis' next outing will be in
Las Vagas on Feb 1 against
anyone of five upﬂnu in the
world top 10 — a list including
Italy's Francesco Damiani on
the night of young heavy-
weights' promotion,

Lewis is then set to defend
his titles against Common-
wealth champion Derek
Willams by the end of March
when outright ownership of a
Lonsdale belt “will be an
additional incentive.

The double champion's
progress after that probably
hinges on Tyson and his court
appecarance on January 26.

Reports suggest that
lawyers are scecking a post-
poncment of Lhe wrial in order
for his multi-million dollar
crack al undisputed champion
Evander Holyficld to go ahecad.

MANILA, Non 27 : Delen-
ding champion Indonesia,
powcred by its weightlillers
and judokas, snatched 11 gold
medals on Tuesday and moved
up to challenge carly lcader
Philippines in the 16th South
East Asian Games, rcporls
Reuter,

Eight Games rccords Tell as
the sccond day ol competition
ended with the host clinging
to a [ragile lead of one gold
medal over the Indoncsians,
18-17.

Thailand. which kept third
place with eight golds. has

{ amassced the most number of

mudals among the nine nations
competing with a total medal
tally of 40, counting fts 14 sil-
vers and 18 bronzes.

lie Indonesians swoepl all
three weightlifting events with
Daryanto and Sodikim leading
the team's assault on the
rccord books by sclling new
Games marks for total it in
the 80-kg and 56-kg category.

The delending champions
also swept aside most of the
compelition in judo, grabbing
three of the four golds al stake
in the sport.

Indonesian swimmers com-
pleted the charge by winning
the men's 3,100 metre
frecstyle in a record lime of
three minutes, 32.74 scconds.

The Philippine hosts cap-
tured nine golds with viclorics
in swimming, cycling, shooting
and snooker, breaking three
Games records in the ptrwgl
evenis.

Ace Filipino swimmer Eric
Buhain bagged his sccond gold

in tlwo days by winning the
mens 400 metres individual
mediey in four minutes, 32.66
scconds.

llc broke his own previous

record of four minutes, 35.35
scoonds set in Kuala Lumpur in

1984,
| wanted lo give our people

MANILA, Nov 27 :
The
competition
dares the crowds
here Tuesday as
four more meet
records were smashed on the
sccond day of the 16th South
East Asian Games, rcports AFP.

At lcast 6,000 people
crowded the stands, with a
further 1,500 shut outside, as
Eric Buhain and Akiko
Thomson become the Brst two
Filipino scimmers to turn in
double gold performances.

Semi-rclired Lee
Concepeion pulled the day's
biggest surprise by winning
the men's 200-meter breas-
troke in a time of 2 min 21.41
secs, besling the Games
record of 2:21.57 set by
Indonesian Wirmand{ Sugriat
in Jakarta (our years ago.
Sugriat look the silver this
time.

The 21 -year-old Bhuain
blitzed through the men's 400-
meter individual relay with a
time of 4:32.66, besting his

A. M. Chowdhury

players, who do not lack in

technique and quality and it is
only a question of time for
them. In their

lkipﬂcr
Mohammad Azharuddin

have another batsman lrhn
once he gets going, has the

ty of facing up to any

. bowling attack. Vengsarkar and

Shastri, the two scasoned
cam rs, have the ability
and record of doing well on
Australian wickets. Srikkanth,
chosen mainly on his past
performmance on the Australian
wickels during the 19856-86
scrics, which India did very
well to draw, is also likely to
flourish.

+ In spite of the dismal show
so far, | am inclined 10 belicve
that the Indian batting will
stand wup to the . The
sooner they can secttle to
the Test match atmosphere
and tc the better
for the Indians.

But the weakness of the
indian bowling is so obvious
that | have heard sy
ing that they will not be able 10
get the Australians oul twice In
any of the Tests. Though this
sounds pretty harsh, there may
be some element of credibility
in . The Australian battin
comprising Mark Taylor,
Marsh, David Boon, Dean
Jones, Mark Waugh and Allan
Border is a formidable propo-
sition, which may over-awe any
bowling attack. The Indian

bowlcrs shall have to rise very
high to break through this
long and solid line-up.

In Javagal Srinath India has
found a young man of
The veteran Kapil Dev, with
376 Test wickets in his bag,
should act as the inspiring
force for him and Prabhakar. If
the Indians decide in favour of
playing a fourth seamer,
Subrote is likely to
make his debut in Brisbane.
Shastri could be the lone spin-

ner in the team with
Srikkanth providing the occa-
stonal surprise.
it should also be remem-
bered that the Indian batsmen
are up against a very strong
Australian attack. Mike
. the main wrecker for
NSW for 82) earlier in the
week, shall have the company
of Cralg McDermott, Merv
and Paul Redffel. If the
t is fast, as s the prob-
ability, the specialised spinner
Peter T may be side-lined
and Paul Retffel shall be mak-
ing his debut as well. Allan
Border may be the lone spin
ner, just for adding varicly.
Incidentally, this will be Allan
Border's |126th, Test match:
thereby he will be overtaking
Sunil Gavaskar in the number
of Test appearances, but he »
quite far away from Gavaskar »
10122 Test runs. AL presend
Border iIs on 9257,

Judging the comparative

strengths of the eontending
sides, the Australians appoear (o
be almost invineible, and,
frankly speaking, the odds arc
against the Indians, who can
aflord no illusions. The
Australian Test stars have al-
ready been sounding h and
loud warning lt.nTll f: the
visitors; almost all of them are
in good form. The Indians,
because of their lack of the
time for adjustment, definitely
take the ficld in Brisbanc fac-
ing an uphill task and the chal-
lenge could not be tougher.
Supreme efforts come out only
when the challenge is great. A
few of the Indian batsmen do
possess the ca of risi
up to the chal and |

not be sOMe mem-
orable performances come
from some of them.

The series, as it appears, is
going to be lought between two
unequals, but it may also prove
o be otherwise and in that
case, the surprise will, of
course, be a pleasant one In
this of the ericketling
world. It should, however, be
remembered that the
Australians lost 1-2 to the West
indians early this yoar in the

The records of the Indeo-
Australian Test matches clearly
indieate an Australian

1o e sl A —rgded
Tests against the Aussies back

swimming

somclhing to smilc about. The
past few months have really
been hard for us, Buhain told
reporters, referring to ty-

phoons, floods and a volcanic
cruption that ravaged a wide
area of the Phll!pplnu this

year.

A day of records

own record of 4:356.36 also sct
in Jakarta.

Thomson, who gaincd
Phillp ne citizenship though a
ntial decrce nlgncd by
the last dictator Ferdinand
Marcos, outdid hersell in the
women's 200-meters back-
stroke with a record-breaking
time of 2:20.65.

Two other records were
shattered by Thailand and by
defending Games champions
Indonesia.

Thailand ended the day
with two more swimming
golds from Sornsawan
PhychiVit in the women's 200-
meters breastroke and
Ratiporn Wong in the women's
100-meters butterfly.

Phuchivit smashed her own
Games record in the event
with a time of 2:38.21. The
Indonesian team broke an-
other Games record in win-
ning the 4 X100 freestyle relay
in 3:32.34.

David Lim Fong turned in a
0:50.50 the men's 100-meters
backstroke to gain Singapore's
first gold in the Games.

in 1947-48, when the great

Sir Don Bradman was the
Australian captain. Since then
they have played 45 Tests, of
which Australia have won 20,
India Eight, 16 were drawn
and the Madras Test in 1986-
87 scries ended in a thrilling
tic. India, under the leadershi
of G. S. Ramchand, l‘!."lllﬂ'l's
their first Test victory in a
home Test against Richie
Benaud's team in [19569-60.
India’'s [first success on
Australian sofl came in 1977-
78 under the Iudum:.fbﬂ.
S. Dedi against the
Australians under Bobby
Simpson. So far, India has
man only three wins in
Australia, the famous ene being
the Melbourne Test in the
1980-81 serics.

Records as well as current
form in point that the
odds are against the Indians.
[Jut who knows what surprises
are in store for the ericket
lovers? The over-all result of
the serfes s less likely to be
pleasing to thl;‘;ndhn sup-

riers, but can opti-
:uuuﬂy look forward to
somc performances, which
mhtqulhnuloflhﬂ*
nary. Sympathy of sportsiovers
us is with the underdogs
and n that is re-
warded in the form of some
bright spots, which shine in
the back of the mind for quite
some time.

Weightlifters boost Indonesmn hOpee

Two other FiIM
mers also broke Elnn
records while Thailland's
Sornsawan Phuvichit set a new
s in the women's 200

metre Illhbym
the event In two !.r

38.21 seconds,
own previous Games record of
2.42 10 which she set in. 1980
in Kuala Lumpur. :
“I'm so very happy that |
won, she said.
David Lim, whose [alse start
‘s 4x200 relay cost
gold medal, made
the error by winning the
mcn‘l 100 metre backstroke
' on Tucsday in 58.50 seconds
lo give his country ils first gold
in the Manila Gamcs.
“It's aboul lime, Lim said
ﬂ.::r his victory. We .h'.i'uhI:
ve won onc yeslerday
will not lace the one we

in
Si

silver and bronze)
G S B
Philippines 18 9 12
Indonesia 17 | 10 8
Thailand 8 i4 18
Victnam 2 2 1
Singapore | 7 5
Burrma | 2 2
Malaysia 0 3 3
Bruned 0 0 0
Laos 0 0 0
Note: Medal table does not
because extra bronzes

[OC extends
Barcelona entry

deadline

LAUSANNE, Swilzerland,
Nov 27: The Inicrnational
Olympic Commillee on

extended until Dec 31
| the deadline for entering next
summer's Barcclona Games
after 156 nations — five less
than at the 1988 cvent — said
they would send itcams, re-
ports AP.

By an initial Monday mid-
night deadline, rcplics to 10C
invitations were ouls
oty sumseimn iy s

e
Grenada, Guineca, Haiti,
Jamaica, Nicaragua. Panama,
Papua-New Guinca, Salomon
Islands and Somalia.

An 1OC statement said the
four-month reply poriod was
lengthened te take inte ac-
count "certain difficultics with

deliveries.”

A record 161 nalions al-
ilcnded the 1988 Summcr

Olympics in Seoul.
Reuter adds:

it satd on
Tucvsd out eof 170
u-ﬂﬂhmc-“
its invitations
' Ilnnliy deadline but |
countries — Jamaica
— had yet o do so.

“Taking into account cer-
tain difficulties with postal de-
liveries, the 10C has decided
to extend the deadline until

December 31, 1991 it sadd In &
stalement.



