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Environment and

Poverty

In we have seldom drawn the link
between environment degradation and poverty.
We talk about over-population, low per capita
output. backward tech , limited land re-
source and low per acre yield, etc. But we have
never before taken a much more broader view of

to the guestion of
. This point was brought
of women development work-
by the Association of Development
(ADAB) at BARD, Comilla.
one hundred and twentyone women workers
from 51 districts, belonging to 66 NGOs, were
al in their assertion that environmental

degradation was the root cause ol poverty in our

The dramatic s in our weather pattern,
the unseasonal floods and cyclones and the heavy
rains —when we least expect it — are among the
environmental that we still don't seem to
relate to the fact that we have interfered too
much with nature. To change it back to normal
we alone may not be able to do much. However,
there are numerous other types of changes in our
environment that we can and must do something
about to bring back to normal. Take for example
the recent cause of so much human misery —
river erosion. One of the main causes of it is the
cutting down of trees from the river banks which
provide the strength to the soil to withstand the
pressure of onrushing currents. The releasing of
industrial wastes into our rivers is destroying our
marine life and is causing deadly diseases to
spread among a variety of fish which are
consumed by us. Our ponds and landlocked water
reservoirs are being overused, and because of lack
of scientific maintenance, are losing their
capacity to produce the variety and quantity ol
fish that we are used to get.

Production of many of our traditional fruits are
on the decline. Absence of natural breeding
grounds for fish, absence of birds and insects in
large parts of our country have all been caused by
human interference in the nature’'s way of doing
things.

But all this must change. The ecology of
Bangladesh — being a deltaic plain — is very deli-
cately balanced. On this fragile playground of na-
ture, 110 million of us are eking out our rudi-
mentary existence. Our per acre density is per-
haps the highest in the world. We have already
denuded our land of the lush green forests that
used to cover much of it. Some may say that we
have already inflicted too much damage upon this
fertile land of ours. Well, we are not that pes-
simistic. However, we must underscore the fact
that the situation is extremely serious. Extreme
poverty and widespread illiteracy make the sit-
uation even worse. i

To prevent further environmental degradation,
we must, at the very outset, launch a countrywide
environmental education drive. We must spread
the basic knowledge that human life is linked in a
million ways to — and is dependent in a million
ways upon — everything in nature. School cur-
ricula, at all levels, must include environmental
topics. The mass media, especially the radio and
the TV must broadcast, regularly, programmes
that raise environmental consciousness. :

Nature can be bountiful — as it so often is — if
treated with knowledge and care. On the contrary
it can take devastating revenge on the ignorant

and the arrogant.
Ali Baba and 4,000 Thieves

Ali Baba stumbled on the jewels and those that
tucked away that fantastic hoard — the forty
merry thieves — in quite the way as it should be
in tales that ride over the tides of time. Now
there is news of four thousand abdicating thieves
- from Beijing which one hopelully longs to provide
as sweet a thing as is associated with Ali Baba.
After all China is one of the three great sources of
tales matching in even measure Alif Laila Wa Laila
and the Panchatantra-Hitopodesh cycle.

But that will take some time to cook. In the
meantime we can very [ruitfully speculate on the
calamity of the great -Shanghai city having
thousands of thieves — surely unsurrendering
ones should be at least ten times as numerous as

the surrendering turn-coat angels — and the

:

whole world believing that there was not even.

one thief in the whole of the billion-people China.
China hasn't gone either for glasnost or for pere-
stroika. But who can deny that the decade of 80s
belonged to only one man — Gorbachev. And if
China had been able to keep itself immune from
the wave of glasnost, we would not have heard
from China either of the arrest of lakhs of prosti-
tutes or of four thousand Shanghai thieves sur-
rendering. Glasnost, aggravated by a faultering
perestroika has not been particularly good to the
health of the entity that many of us once champi-
oned, namely, the Soviet Union. But the re-
strained and perhaps judicious use of openness in
China promises to do a lot of good to China — as

things appear at the moment.

But freedom knows no half-way house. And only
a year's or even a decade's record does not speak

dependably of how a nation's fate will shape as a

result of going for radical changes or keeping

away from that.

Mao had his days of being a revolutionary guru
to the whole world — and those are past hlsgtuory
even in China. Gorbachev appears to be well set to
be in the news af least for the remaining years of
this millenniuni. Even when he passes out as a
newsmaker, there will be an oozing wounded
Soviet Union — well it will not be gone altogether
- and a planet supremely healed of manic super-

power rivalry threatening it with annihilation to
remind of his overwhelming impact on the

"course of mankind.

Yeltsin Take

Yeltsin marked his

100th day in office in
November as the first dem-
ocratically-clected President of
the Russian Federation with
two characteristic surprise
moves.

First, he launched a radical
economic blueprint to rush
Russia to the market by the
autumn of 1992. Second, he
outlawed the Communist Marty
of the Soviet Undon ICPSU) in
his Russian Federation.

The lirst move immediately
generated much heat. The plan

envisaged, among other things

* Defreezing prices, wages
and salarics.

* Privatisation of all smaller
and selected large-scale stale
en ;
* Abolition of restrictions on
all forms of external trade
transactions, including barter

and hard transfers.
+ Abolition of dultics
on all forms of and ser-

vices, as well as customs duties
in the new ycar.

. tion of the official,

tourist and other fixed ex-

change rates of the rouble and

S rae 8. bt @ hamatand
at rates to be by
the Central Bank of Russia.
Thus Yeltsin is preparing
shock therapy. as wcll as as-
suming the role of a master
surgeon ready to carry out a
major surgical operation on
the serfously ill Russian econ-

omy. -

He says he will take the
burden of responsibility for the
success or failure ol his pro-
gramme and has asked parlia-
ment to him extra powers
to enable him take “vertical”
control of the programmc’s
implementation.

Leading Soviet economists,
including the popular Nikolai

Boris Yéltsin, the President of the Russian Federation, is planning the transition of the
economy f[rom state-control to the market. Under a radical economic programme the
Russian Federation is to move towards a market economy by the end of 1992. Many
Russians fear that rather than solving the economic problems the reforms may lead to
massive unemployment and more economic hardships.
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arc :
Poland where,
Lech Welesa, transition

to & markel cconomy took

listic and corruption-
ridden” sysicm are (oo many o
be overconw in onc year.
The old wlaliturian strue-
tures arc siill intact and the
r of command-and-
administer, or what s now
termed “parasitic soctalism,”
seems Lo have dulled the sense
of Initiative of many Russians.
Although the majority arc for
markel reforms — recent polls
E::uu«ﬂpruu?ﬂpwu:m-
arc rcady to go into private
business themselves or to be
hired by privaic business.

EFconomic breakdown

Senior Russians are scared
of the "wrath” of the market

which Communist propaganda
them means mass
roof-top

taught

unemployment,

prices, spiralling and cyclical
infllation, crime waves, and

squalor and poverty for the

mass of the people.

Former Soviet
Nikolai Ryzkov and Valentine
Paviov

haphazard and hall-hearted
market mgasures
shrinking production and

Pacific Islanders Not after Full

OST Micronesians (lic
M:,hcy in Palau or Guam
r the Marshall Islands) *

are not sccking [ull
independence.

In Guam, for cxample, the

ple want more autonomy
within a rclatonship with the
United States.

Amcerican officfals feel that
Pacific islanders should not
call the US inscnsitive 1f, aller
talking with islands govern-

ments, the US makes dcci-

sions Lthat run counter to what -

islandcrs want
No, the islandcrs. will not
call the US insensitive. But
are going to start calling
it what it is : colonialism.
And {f the Bush administra-
tion keeps up (is M of
might nnl;cl r!I’gl'lt.'!ItP;.ﬁJ:; be

{ surprised by the surfacing of

morc militant opponcnts in
the islands.

The Bush administration's

licy on sell-determination
or Pacific island-nations
shows it is frustrating genuine
sclf-determination in its ewn
territories. But it will not hesi-
tate to scll-rightcously bang,
the drum for sell-determina-
tion in the former Soviet re-
publics now wanting indepcn-
dence, = P

The United States has re-
peatedly and successlully
choked ofl, by whatever mcans
necessary, aspirations for in-
dependence in the Western
Pacific,

Micronesia's eclected lead-
ers established, in 1969, a
special commission to negoti-
ate a ncw political status with
the United States. From the
outset, island elected lecaders
on the future status commis-
sion were considering a
of alternatives to their UN
Trustceship status, including
independcnce.

Since Washington had been
making all dccisions of impor-

lance under its Trust Territory

. Sir, The Daily Siar Mcdia
Round Table was a magnificent

achievement, the significance

of which should not be under-
rated.

The political maturity dis-

played by your daily ghould be
an example to those profes-

sionally involved in political
life but not interesied in ‘ex-
ploiting the ignorant.

As your cditorial of 21st

November rightly points oul, 'a
proper ecnvironmenl' was
needed — and provided for a
demonstration of '‘a common-
ality of views'.
° The round Tablc Conle-
rence indicales that the
political partics should bc of-
fered more such opportunitics
by the more compclent sec-
tions of the ecleclorate to
emerge [rom behind their
rhetoric,

They might Jlearn that they
can do themsclves a great deal

Freedom from US

Giff Johnson writes from Majuro

administration, island lcadcrs
were cager for more autonomy
to take control of their nations
— which had been ruled by
oulside powers since the 16th
cenlury.

As carly as 1972, wrote
former US ambassador to the
United Nations Donald
Mcliency, "In a not too veiled
threat ... Lthe United States let
the Microncsians know that
the United Statcs strategic re-
quircments would net counte-
nance indcpendence.” - F

In 1973, then Sccrctary of
State Henry Kissinger directed
the CIA to study "the possibil-
ity of exerting covert influence

of [rce Association with only
two choices on the ballot: the
Compact or complcte inde-
pcndence,

The US want along assum-
ing that the volcrs would au-
tomatically endorse the Com-
pact. But US oflicials had mis-
calculated. Protests [lared up
from land-owncrs at Kwajalein,
the key US missile testing
range.

And then most of the radia-
tion- ted tslands followed
suit, that nuclear test
compensation by the
US was too limited. Suddenly
it appeared that the Compact
was headed for defeat and that

If the Bush administration keeps up its policy of
might makes right, it could be surprised by the
mrﬁtﬂdmmlMWmMPaaﬁc

on kcy clements of the Mi-
croncsian independence
movement where necessary to
support US strategic objcc-
tives.”

By 1975, the CIA began
paying Micronesians to spy on
their fellow leaders, and wire-
tapping conversations.ofl the
island ncgotiators at a crucial
point in the political status
talks. George Bush was head of

+ the CIA when the CIA spying
on Microncsians — 'who were

wards of Amcrica — was [irst
exposed in 1976.

Later, allcr the Marshalls
had broken off [rom the Feder-
ated states of Micronesia and
Palau, President Amatakabua
and his spokesman Tony de

. Brum cnginecred a brilliant

manocuvre by gaining US State
Dc nt approval, in 1982,
of a plcbiscitc on the Compact
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“Japan in World War IL.

meant, according to the US
plcbiscite agreement with the

Marshalls, independence for
the Marshall Islands.

The reaction of the Reagan-
Bush administrations was swilt.
High level Pentagon official
Noel Koch said bluntly:
"Declaring independence
simply isn't an available option
:w them” under international

The chicl attorney for the
Interior department con-
firmed the US's long standing
policy against self-determina-
tion when he said the possibil-
ity of independence for the
Marshalls was a "fundamental
and radical departure” from
"sclf-determination™ policics
the US has followed since it
captured the Marshalls from
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causes undue hardship to the
students. It also gives the
impression in public mind that
the university is mot a place fit
for serious study. Very often
we, the general students of the
university, are subjected to
taunts and have to encounter
embarrassing questions on the
prevailing atmosphere in the
llﬂhl:l‘lﬂ.}r. \

However, the sessipon
which are mainly caused by the
postponement of the examina-
tions, can well be avoided by
holding the exams during the
unscheduled closures. 1 am
confident that the stu-
dents would not object to this
proposal and would ‘be more
than eager to get the exams
over with. |

I would request the admin-
istration to serio consider
this suggestion and help allevi-
ate one of the major problems
of the university.

Sharmeen
Depttof I. R., DU.

Garment industry

Sir, | understand from alle-
gations of certain person
associated with a reputed g:r
ment industry that might be a
vested is cons to
destroy the garment iness
in Bangladesh and transfer this
‘prospect’ to some neighbour-
ing countries — on the ground

of workers' unrest. If this is
true, imagine the situation —

many garment workers will be

out of occupation and the ex-
isting unemployment problem
will further worsen.

May, I, therefore, request
the government to urgently
look deep into the matter of
our garment industry and solve
the problems of the workers
on an emergency basis to save
this profiteering industry from
ruin. The garment industry
owners have already experi-
enced heavy loss due o the
political instability during the
past autocratic regime. If these
industries fail to export their
products within the stipulated
time, no international buycr
t any consignment,
rather they will move Lo those
countries which can supply
their order as per commit-

s

narrow differences and petty
interests, This is time for

So the US cancelled that

' 1982 plcbiscite and thus the

Marshalls was denfed its vote
of independence.,

— Depthnews Asia

The writer is Editor, Mar-
shall Islands Jounal.

premiers

gave them a forestate of
the “capilalist hell” when their

led to

falling living standards.
Economists cilc other im-

nis Lhat : make
Yeltsin's to market
painful -,::Tl These in-
clude :

that has replaced the now

funet State Planning

100,000 rubles or the cguiva-
lemt in hard cash before they ™
regisicr new busincss.

Yeltsin's dilemma s exaccr-

no in factories, the incon-
vertibility of the rouble and
lack of qualified and compe-
lent business ma rs, ac-
countants and marketing
lechniques.

Will Yeltsin have the pa-
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s a Huge Risk on the Market

Charles Quist Adade writes from St. Petersburg

and other social benclits for
the undcor-privilcged 1o cush-
fon the pain.

The 20 million Russkuns be-

.

Hardliners in (he dishandod
Communist Marly say Yeltsin
and his "turncost” adviscrs are
“Not really intcrested in solv-
ing the cconomu problems of
Russia tn the boest interest of
the masses”,

|

be on the road of neovolmkal
disaster akin o the ke of

counirics.”

The only choice lefi for
Yeltsin is what he has
for — radical and
'l‘; :hjh“-l'rnr'-t..
wil
Tinkering with the system,
as Ryzkov and Paviov tried to
do.
Lo

Trapped in the Oldest Profession

In our socicly there are
many pcople who perceeive
themselves as leaders of the

community and guardians of

morality. It is their belief that

social and moral behaviour

should be and cven
controlled by the narrow doc-
trines they espouse and any
deviation from their percep-
tion and ideas of social be-
haviour is a condemnable act
and should be severely pun-
ished. Unlfortunately, for the

society, these people who have
sion and charity

little compas
in their heart and understand-
ing of the prevailing social,
economic and even human
conditions, bring only misery
to people who already exist in
absolute and inescapable
poverty, and sub-human living
condition.

The recent incidents in an
industrial town near Dhaka
where large groups of people
tried to forcibly evict women
who play a trade known as "the
oldest prolession in the world”
is one ol many such incidents
that have been staged by Lhesc
selfl styled, sell appointed
guardians of morals of the so-
ciety. Their operation is nei-
ther an outcome of any deep
spirituality or real understand-
ing of religious tenets, nor a
moral, ethical or righteous act.
Therc is not a trace of kind-
ness, undcrstanding or even
human feelings in their acts.

- If one truly takes a human
intcrest and trigs to under-
stand the circumstances under
which these poor souls fell in
the trap of the "oldest proles-
sion” — it will become sadly ev-
ident that these r girls are
not criminals but their real
victims of the inequities and
injustices of the society. Also,
it is not for [un and games they
have entcred the profession,
but, only alter they have been
plundered of even the most
basic and fundamental
a normal and decent life and
livelihood. The truth and rcal-
ity. might be the pcople who
are being entertained and also
possibly making a profit [rom
the labours and toils of these
people are some, 'leaders' of
the community and their co-
horts who show a pious [ace to
the world — and conduct
themselves less than humanly
in all other activities in life.
~ The depth of the problem
can be undcrsiood il somecone
takes a dispassionate look at
the reality of life herc. One
does not have Lo have a train-

ing in cconomics, sociology,

nutrition or demography to
understand the extent of de-
privation that prevail in the
country. the people who spout
moralily and ideology from the

l:::jp“ and -political platform
the others who conduct
and attend national and inter-
national seminars should con-

sider the facts and stark reality
behind hard statistics pre-
scnted here. Even if given 10%
error factor in these ligures

the brutal reality of life here is

ts of

Naz Shafinaz

unmatehed anywhere cxecpt

possibly in sub-Sharan Alrica.
Bangladcsh, a small land

mass, is home to over |15 mil-

i lion people and even afley two

decades of vigorous fam
planning the population is sti
growing at the rate of 2.7%
per year. Over 60% of the peo-
ple are landless and without
any applicable skill or trade
except the ability to push a
cow with a few crude and
primitive agricultural imple-
ments. the literacy rate. is
25%. About 55% of ghe popu-
lation are children under 15
and this figure has remained
static for two decades. Of these
children, less than 10% are in
any sort of school — this means
every ycar millions of children
enter the work force or are
forced to do so without any
skill whatsoever.

The average calorie re-
quirement for an adult male.is
2600 calories — available in
Bangladesh for an adult male is
1500 calories and even less for
women and children. the dict
is gencrally poor in protein
and many esscntial mincrals
and vitamins. Over 50% of the
children suffer from severe
malnutrition. Diarrhoea, para-
sites and night blindness is
common amongst rural chil-
dren. Over 80% of the people
have no access to even rudi-

mentary health care.

Over 60% of the people do
not have adequate housing,
sanitation or pure drinking wa-
ter. The most common sight in
rural arcas and city slums is of
hundreds of children running
around dressed in rags or no
clothes at all — with bloated
stomach, runny nosc and ema-
cialed bodics. Il after a heavy
downpour one of our cily
slickers and moral leaders will
take the trouble of visiting onc
of the city slums, he will find

an almost indescribable scene
ol squalor of a foot deecp of
mud, sewage, dirt and grime
amidst which men, women,
children, chickens and other
assorted animals are co-cxist-
ing and trying to make a go at
life.

To eséape rural poverty and
starvation, MNeods of men and
women are washed away Lo ur-
ban arcas cvery year afler being
dislodged from their health
and home, in scarch ol | —
and when even the men folk
do not have a marketable skill
except to drive a rickshaw or
becomeg a porter in a bazar, it
is too much to expect that
women and girls will find suit-
able employment. With a back-
drop like this, it should net
surprise or shock anyone if
some of these women become
a prey and fall victim to the
oldest trade in the world — net
for fun but for the sheer ne-
cessity of survival and to keep
body and soul together.

it is too easy to exhort and”
spout morality when one has a

' scrver can casily

m. Gandhi asked a
question in Lthe early
stage of his political mowve-
ment: How would God appear

. o & man who had no food or

ter, for threc ds |
- i B g K

question by laylnLl}ul- '
slarving

would appear to

man in a of rice or a port
of water. The situation has nol
changed, human beings have
not changed and instlinct for,
survival remains as strong as
ever. ;
One of the definitions of
prostitution in the dictionary
is " base or unworthy use, as of
talent or ability.” By this defi-
nition there are worse types ol
prostitution in our society and
all around us. Even a casual ob-
activities if he wants to find
the truth and have the sincer-

ity and honesty or even the |

cou to call a spade a :
By the samc deflinition,
there are countless people in
our seociely, well educated,
well fed, well dressed and re-
spccied members of the com-

munity, in all spheres of activi- -

ties, what they are doing is
much worse as holding privi-
leges they abusc their posi-
tions to enrich thcmsclves or
increasc their power or sphere
of influence withoul regard to
what harm it may causc lo
others in the communily,

To may, taking of bribes,
black marketing, adullcraling
food ilems or medicines, ha-
rassing people wih [alse cases
causc morc harm, are more

insidious and have more per- |

vasive and harmful effect in the
socicly than prostitution. Many
lcgal minds in the West term
prostitution as victimless
crime. The other types of anti-
social activitics mentioned are

worse than' prestitution and
notl certainly victimless crimes

-—and the injury is much more

scvere dnd affects whole com-
munilics and the nation.

H the moral leaders of our
socicly are so indignant at
some of the social ills — they
may be urged to widen their
horizon and the sphere and
ficld of activity and include ar-
cas where gross abuse and cor-
ruption take place. they are
urged to inveigh against orga-
nizations where there is 40%
sysicms loss or offices from
where [alse or fabricdted bills
arc sct for calls not made or
"gheroa” or made citizens ar-
rest of people wearing neat
white uniforms at ai rob
travellers, specially poor illit-
crate labourers of earned
moncy or belongings with
veiled threats of conliscation of
their belongings.

It would be only fair to ex-
pect if our "moral leaders”
have been able to identify one
type of erime or criminals —
they should be able 1o identify
the others; and if they can do
it and act on it — | say to them
:more power lo you and con-
gratulations for a deed well
done.




