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Earning a Living

Through Queer Means

As an individual is endowed with a varicty
of traits, none of which exactly match thosc of
others, so also there is a kaleidoscopic range of
section of
poised on the borderline of survival and extinc-
tion earn their precarious living to keep their
ther. This may bc treated as »

tion on the infinite varicty
of nature's creation whith we somctimes pause

pursuits by which a large

body and soul
a philosophic re

by A. S. M. Nurunnabi

prople

to ponder casually.
But on occa-
sions, the cruel re-
ality of some situa-
tions leaves a
terrible impact on
our conscience and
feelings of frrevoca-
ble dispensation.

In this context,
let me cite the
queer tion of
selling ashes fol-
Jowed by some
wretched women
particularly in some
arecas of Dhaka
where domestic gas
is mostly in use,

few people thought
that ashes could
command a price
for their use in
cleaning utensils
and crockeries
mostly for people
below a certain
stratum of society.
Those were days
- when domestic gas
did not come into |

common use. ;
Housewives |in
those mostly
used to depend on
ashes derived [rom
burnt wood fuel in
their kitchen for
the cleaning r-
poses. The whole

ey
P, =

wretched appearance. |

Many people in urban areas look for casy la-
bour-saving devices because of the modern
constraint on time and
pecople go to market to make purchase of a live
fowl, they often want to avoid the grisly
killing and properly dressing it at home. For
such an unpleasant
butchers, most of them small boys and

energy. When such

act of

job, a class of mini-
girls,

] S i

picture changed
with the rapid ex-

pansion of gas net-

work for domestic use. Those who are finan-

cially better-ofl had their

ing powders, but those who cannot afford them

had no alternative but to

ble women who hawk their wares of ashes. The
bags of ashes they carry on their heads tend 1o
lend a grotesque image to their alrcady

TV to be used for teaching

Women hawking straw brooms. — Star photo

nts and wash-

on the pitia- ever things

arc readily available
around. You give
them a piltancc in
money and you car-
home your load
of chickens ncatly
cleaned and
dressed.
Have
observed somc mis-
erable-looking
women and {ender-
aged boys and girls
carrying their ubi-
quilous gunny bags
slung behind their
backs and moving
about on city roads,
lanes and by-lancs?
Did you ever feel

these bags conlain
and what they are
after? A paticnt ob-
servation will show
that mostly they
scavenge the dust-
bins along Lheir
itinerary. A com-
mon hearsay is that
in many allluent
countries, things
which may be con-
sidered rclatively
uscful in our less af-
fluent cyes arc just
thrown away inlo
road-side dusi-bins.
Of course, such a
scenario cannot bc
expected here. Our

dust-bins are the
repository of the
dregs of our daily

use. Hence a mystery shrouds the kinds of
trash that thcse hapless beings collect and the
most intriguing part ol the story is that what-
arc collected from these dust-bins,
there is certainly some use for them which
enables these hapless creatures to eke out a
living, however precarious it may be.

purposes soon

" CHARAT! (Chittagong), Nov
27: Planning Minister AM

bt
|

trouble and terrorism in the
educational institutions would
be extremely harmful for the
nation and as such the teach-
ers, . Saner section of
'th:"reoph should come for-

to rpot out terrorism
from the educational institu-

tions.

The fugction held under
the of Maulana
Mominul Hugq Chowdhury, a

local politiclan and social
worker, was also addressed by
M Shahajahan MP, BNP leaders
Mustafizur Rahman and
Anwarul Huq Quaderi,
Principal Re¢zaul Kabir

Helal Humayun, Mcmber-

Secrctary of Al-liclal Adarsha
College organising commilice

to the chief guest. The college
is being sct up at a remolc arca
of Satkania upazila to extend

opportunitics for higher edu-
cgtion to local boys and girls.

Helal Humayun has donated
three acres of land for the col-
lege. The Planning Minister
said the government under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia would also give
greatler atlention to the nc-

glected rural arcas and that’

new roads and bridges would
be constructed gradually in
order Lo improve the commu-
nications sysicm.

Zahiruddin Khan announced
a donation of Taka one lakh
for the collcge from his per-
sonal fund.

you cver

curious about what

Metropolitan s .
70 pc unirrigated land largest | HERE and THERE
T B R B AN

scope for nation's development | Tuiabagish Parishad

By Staff Correspondent

. Adoption of a national frri-
gation action plan for in-
creased crop diversiflication
was urged at a seminar on
"Promotion of manual irriga-
tion in Bangladesh” held at the
Sonargaon Hotel on
Wednesday.

Presenting a Faper on the
"dissemination of manual irri-
gation,” the Assistant Director
of the Rangpur-Dinajpur Rural
Service (RDRS), Marccline
Rozarfo, pointed out that the
70 per cent of unirrigated
agricultural land is one of the
greatest development oppor-
tunities before the natfon in
increasing tlotal production,
reducing dcpendence on the
monsoon crop and cnhancing
minor crop production.

"Let us recognise irrigation
as one of the keys to develop-

"ment and adopt a national irri-

gation action plan on the scale
ol the flood action plan,”
Rozario urged while address-
ing the seminar organised by
the Swiss Development

- Cooperation (SDC) on the oc-

casion of the 700 years of
Switzerland. This part of the

seminar was chaired by
Shahidul Islam, Director
General, Directorate of

Agricultural Extension (DAE}.

Despite the growth ol shal-
low-tube-well and low-lift
pumps, he noted, there is still
a very important role for man-
ual {rrigation for poorer farm-
ers and for minor crops. He
said the treadle pump has
"unmatched potential® in this
regard for the near-landless,

and small farmers.

Introduced by RDRS agri-
culturists Narendra Nath Dcb
and Gunnar Barnes the treadle
pump gained popularity among
the farmers as it is portable,
easy to install and operate,
produces a good output, is very
cheap and easy to maintain.
Diflerent versions using pullcy
and dhcki systems were devel-
oped and improved varieties
with twin cylinders are also in
use.

To increase the dissemina-
tion of manual irrigation,
Rozario suggcsied the increase
in manual pump production
and distribution; improving ex-
tension scrvices — particularly
through the department of
agriculture extension; increase
in subsidy and credil facilities;
and giving the poor the right
to sharc-crop unirrigated land
during the dry scason.

Noting that the nation's
land and water resources are
perhaps the greatest sector of
opportunity, hc said, 1o tap
that potential development of
irrigation is a musL

Delving on the problem of
marketing the manual {rriga-
lion pump (MIP), the Director*
of the International
Dcevelopment  Enterprises
(IDE), Bill Derrenger, called
on the government and the

life in Bangladesh.

NGOs to come forward and
help dissemination of manual
irrigation pumps.

He said alP:;ull five lakh
farmers are already using MIPs
in the country and another six
million can use it now. Noting
that there are 6,000 dealers
who stock and sell these prod-
ucts around the '‘country, he
said, the track work for mar-
keting these pumps is well
laid.

Cooperation from a great
number of people will be
nceded to make the treadle
pump a national cause, he
added

Rounding up the discus-
sions, Shahidul Islam said that
the DAE has started us-
ing MIl’s on a limited basis in
crop diversification pro-
grammes and the resulls were
"very cncouraging.” |

Noting thal treadle pumps
increased the production of
vegetables lke kakrol and
banana substantially, he advo-
cated for providing 100 subsi-
dies for the poor and landless
farmers to procure these
pumps.

In his vote of thanks Dr Urs
Heierli, head of SDC, while
thanking the participants for
taking part in the seminar
called for the recognition of
trcadle pumps on a national
basis because of the great so-
clo-economic impact of these
pumps in poverly alleviation.

e said large scale dissemi-
nation of MIPs is a tremendous
challenge and called for a
more clearer role regarding
this by the NGOs and rclated
government agencies. "We al
SDC would like to work with
other organisations to help
dessiminate information aboul
MilP’s,” he added.

Later, Minister for
Information Barrister Nazmul
lluda attended the premicere of
the [cature film titled Janani,
projecting the usefulness of
manual irrigation in a peasant's

The minister also dis-
tributed awards to the inven-
lors of the treadle pump and
rower pump.

Seven hundred MIPs were
also distributed among those
NGOs which have credit pro-
gramme facilitics opcrating in
the country.

Earlier, the day-long pro-
gramme was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia. Chaired by Dr Urs Heierli,
the welcome address was
made by the Charge d'Affaires
of Switzerland Albert Mehr.

Minister of Agricullure
Major General (Retd) M Majid-
ul-Haq and head of agriculture
of the World Bank resident
mission Frank Thornely ad-
dressed the seminar.

The [irst working scssion
on “the agricultural impact of
manual irrigation” was chaired
by the Additional Sccretary of

Glowing tributes paid
to Munir Chowdhury

By Staff Correspondent
Shaheed: Munir Chow- had inspired the generation
dhury's contributions in through his mighty pen which

modern theatre movemenl as
well as enriching the Mterature
of the country was recalled at a
memorial mecting held to

mark the 86th birth anniver- -

sary of late Choudhury at the
Cuide House auditorium in the
city Wednesday.

Theatre, a leading drama
group, organised the memeorial
meeting where Shahced Munir
Choudhury Padak (Award )
1990 was delivered to late
Amalendu Biswas posthu-
mously. Widow of late Biswas
Jotsna Biswas * received the
award [rom Lily Choudhury,
wife of late ;

Chaired by Kabir
Choudhury, the function was
also addressed by Dr
Anisuzzaman, K G Mustafa,
Rashid Haider, Mostala
Monwar, Ferdousi Majumder,
Ramendu Majumder and
Abdullah Al Mamun.

Dr Anisuzzaman said the
glurinul contributions of

Munir Chowdhury in
the field of theatre movement
would be ever remembered.
The future generation would
be immensely benefited from
his literary works, he added.

K G Mustala observed that
£y b‘mhru:rl:lruuf in the
country’s ture and the-
atre movement Shaheed
Chowdhury never kept himsell
away from the stream of na-
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was indeed a rare case.

Rashid Haider said, Munir
Chowdhury left behind many
examples of overcoming frus-
tration and anarchy in the so-
ciety.

Abdullah Al Mamun hoped
that Munir's name would glit-
ter in our history and culture
in the future.

Shaheed Choudhury was not
only a pioneer in ‘Bangladesh
television drama but also
carned fame as a successful
teacher of Dhaka University,

he sald.
Shaheed Choudhury's sister
Ferdoust and widow

Lily Choudhury in emotion-
chalked voice recalled him
saying Munir would remain in
the memory of people for
ever.
While receiving the
Shaheed Munir Padak for the
year 199] Jotsna Biswas rc-
minded that late Amalondu
struggled life-term o establish
‘Jatra', the oldest art of the
country. But the art was now
on the verge of ruination, she
said and made a clarion call o
all concerncd to sincerely
work lo revive the glory of
Jatra.

The discussion meetd
was rounded up with a ¢
tural function.

Kabir Choudhury in his
presidential s 'h  called
upon the government to with-
draw restrictions on staging

e the SRR

evening.
The sun will set tomorrow (Thursday) at 5.11 pm and rise

on Friday at 6.23 am.

Agriculture University

the Ministry of Agriculture
rrshadul Huq. Associate
Prolessor of Bangladesh
Dr A
Sattar Mandal
key-note paper while Dr S M
Hasanuzzaman, former mem-
ber of the Planning

Commissfon, read out a paper |

on "crop diversification and
manual irrigation.” Joint
Sccretary (PPC) of the Ministry
of Agriculture Akmal Hossain
spoke on the “government
policies towards manual irriga-
tion."”

In the second working ses-
sion on "the socio-economic
impact of manual irrigation”
chaired by Dr Urs Heierli, the
scnior [ellow of Lhe Bangladesh
Institute of Deveclopment
Studices (BIDS) Dr Mahmudul
Alam presented the key-note
paper based on a BIDS study. *

Dr Mahbub Hossain,
Directlor General of BIDS, pre-
scnled a paper on "manual fr-
rigalion and poverty allevia-
tion™ at the scssion.

" Asghar Khan

arrives today

Air Marshal (Retd)
Khan, Chairman of Tehrik-e-
Isteglal of Pakistan is expected
to arrive in Dhaka today on a
wcek-long private visit, in-
formed sources said
Wednesday, reports UNB.

He will be accompanied by
his wile and son.

Tehrik-e-Isteqglal is once of
the: components of Pcople's
Dcemeocratic Alliance (PDA) led
by Pakistan Peoples Party

(PPP).

5 hijackers

arrested
By Staff Correspondent
Detective police on.

Wednesday arrested five al-
leged hijackers and toll col-
lectors from the Dhaka
University campus.

Police raided a room adja-
cent to thec canteen of

International hostel of DU in
the early hours of Wednesday
and arrested them. They are
Abdul Haq, Rajab All, Jagadis,
Shahyed AN Babul.
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Jana Ajana
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Maulana - Tarkabagish
Parishad Wed observed
the 91st birth anniversary of
late Maulana Abdur Rashid

Tar h in a befitting

manner. _

Leaders of the laid

| wreaths at the mazar of the

leader and a milad
mahfil in the

The parishad a.hué:
a discussion and distributed

foods the destitutes.

Janadal founding
anniversary .
Janadal organised a discus-

sion meeting on the oecasion

of its 8th founding anniversary
Wednesday.

Presided over
Chairman Hhﬂdp:l:g'
Mahtlabuddin, the discussion
was attended by former
President Ahsanuddin
Chowdhury as chiefl guest.
Former Parliamentar
Secretary Major (Rtd
Afsaruddin attended the func-
tion as special guest while
party General Secretary
Mohammad Shamshad, Vice
Chairman Major (Rtd) Abul
Hasan, Barrister Abdur Rab, Dr
Moslem Chowdhury, Nurul
Islam, Dr Amjad Hossain,

Syeda Afsana and Fo
Elmdhu':;n:hn .Eh:jdﬂ -

Garments Sram

Karmacharn Jote

A rally of Sammilitya
Garments Sramik Karmachari
Jote presided over by Saleh

Ahmed Kamal on Wednesday
demandcd the reopening of all
the closed garment manulac-

turing units.
The meeting held at Mirpur

Minister

also condemned the attack on
garmeni workers by hoodlums.

Jamaat

The Secretary General of
Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangladesh,
Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami in a statcment on
Wednesday condemned the
suspension of the activities of
appoiniment of Sub-Inspcctors
(SI) of police force.

He said the decision to sus-
pend the activitics after taking
wrilten and oral examinations
of the candidates is illogical
and unethical.

He urged the government
to resume the process.

1SD

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
WSD) will hold a rally in front
of Allawala Building today
(Thursday) in protest
the abolition of the U sys-
tem.

The President of JSD, Nur
Alam Ziku and General
Secretary Humayun Kabir Hira
will address the rally.

_ Comyliod by Musnd
ILO confce
begins

The 1lth Asian Regional

Conlerence of the
International Labour
Organisation (I1LO) began

Tuesday in Bangkok. The con-
ference will continue till
Dceember 2. -

Bangladesh has been unan-
imously clected the Chairman
of the resolution committee of
the conference.

Labour and Manpower
Abdul Manmnnan
Bhuiyan is leading the 7-mem-
ber Bangladesh delegation to
the conference.

[t s

-

The Baily Star is pleased to introduce a new
column where individuals and organisations can
publish Birthday and Anniversary Greetings,
Congratulatory and Condolence Messages, Get-
Well/Good-Luck Wishes, Birth/Death Announce-
ments, In Memoriam, etc. at nominal charges.

For booking details, please contact :
Advertisement Manager
Phone : 246023-4, 863035

e

ust for you

The USIS - American Center
Jiban Bima Bhaban
10 Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka

Announces a change in telephone
numbers effective from

November 28, 1991.
They are as follows:

0ld Numbers

New Numbers

862550
862551
862552
862553
862554

of

. requires :

abroad.

 NEsUE

The world's largest food company

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Nestlé Bangladesh Limited will shortly be incorporated In
Bangladesh as a joint venture between Nestlé S.A_ Switzerland and
Transcom Limited, Bangladesh, with the objective of manufactuning
a wide range of the internationally renowned Nestlé
products. Nestlé Bangladesh Limited will be
Nestlé worldwide group of companies with headquarters In
Vevey., Switzerland.

| [0 Food Technologists
0 Mechanical Engineers
0 Electrical Engineers
[0 Quality Assurance Personnel

S

range
part of the

For the establishment of the company in Bangladesh, Nestlé

A degree in the appropriate discipline from a recognised university
is essential and candidates should preferably have a proven track
record in an industnal organisation either in Bangladesh or |

| While age will not be a barrier, the preferred candidates would be |
between 28 to 40 years of age.

The selected candidates will be given the opportunity to undergo
extensive training within Bangladesh and possibly
Nestlé affiliated companies.
A good command of the English language is essential.

An attractive remuneration package will be offered to the selected
candidates and there will be considerable scope for career
advancement for those candidates who are performance and
achievement driven.
Please forward your cumculum vitae together with a recent

photograph to reach : Transcom Limited, 52, Motijheel C/A.
Dhaka-1000. by December 10th, 1991

abroad In




