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SAF Games schedule

The organising
committee of the
Afth South Asian
Federation (SAF)
CGamcs, sche-
' duled to be held
in the Sri Lankan capital
Colombo from Dec 22 to Dec
3], has [inalised the schedule
for the regional Games to be
participated by all seven mem-
bers of the South Asian
Federation.

The ten-day event will [ca-
ture competitions in ten disci-
plines, namely, soccer, athlct-
ics, swimming, shooting, box-
ing, basketball, volleyball,
weight-lilting, tennis tablc
lennis.

According to Lhe schedule,
the opening cercmony of the
Games will be held on Dec 22
and the closing ccremony on
Dec 31.

There will be no
compeltition on two days — Dcc
25 for Christmas and Dcc 30,
the penultimate day of the
mect.

The athletics,

shooting and swimming
compelitions will be held
between Dee 23 and 28 while
the tennis and table tennis
programmes arce scheduled
between Dee 23 and 27.

The soccer programme,
from Dee 23 1o 29 provides for
a resl day on Dec 28 before the
final billed for Dec 29.

lasketball and weight-
lifuing events are to be held
between Dee 26 and Dec 29.
The boxing bouts arc
scheduled between Dée 23 and
29 with Dec 27 being a rest

day.

volleyball,

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh, which hosted
the sccond SAF Gamces in
Dhaka in Deeember 1985, will
be competing in all ten
disciplines. But our shooters,
weightlificrs, boxers and
swimmers will not be taking
part in cach and every event of
those sports for want of
talented prospects in some in-
dividual cvents.,

Mcanwhile. [ive. national
federations have finalised their

the Games mascot

the
Guanwes, while live others were
yel lo do so as of yeslerday.

respeclive squads  for

Thosc [cderations which have
announced their squads
include swimming, shooling,
weight-lilting, table tennis and
tennis, Another, the basketball
[cderation, has  picked a
provisional squad which Ilcfi
Sunday night for a scries of
warm-up matches against sides
in West BBengal. .

Those fed::retiuns ycl to

Filipino swimmer's rule pool

MANILA, Nov 26:
Spear-hecaded by
a record-breaking
performance in
the pool, the Phi-
lippine hosts on

grakbed an carly lead

Monday
from rivals Indonesia and

Thailand on the opening day of
the 16th Southeast Asian
Games in Manila, reports
Reuter. '

Seventeen-year-old US-
trained swimmer Akiko
Thomson shaved more than a
second ofl her own Games
record to clinch gold in the
women's 100 metre back-
stroke in one minute five sec-
onds.

"l was nervous, but | went
oul there tonight and did my
best,” said the Filipino swim-
mer who improved on her
previous record by 1.47 sec-
onds.

The Philippines amasscd
nine golds, against six for
Indonesia and four for

Mnd.r't"ﬂ.h the Indoncsians
Men'’s top money

carncrs
MONACO, Nov 26: Leading

prize money winners issued by
the Association of Tennis
Professionals on Monday:

1. Siclan

(Sweden) 2. 383575 dollars
2 Pete

(US) 1,908,413
3. Jim Courfer

(US) 1,748,171
4. Ivan Lendl

[Czechoslovakia) | 438 983
5. Michacl Stich

(Germany) 1,217,636
6. Boris Becker

(Germany) 1,216,568
7. Guy Forget

(France) 1,072,252
8 Andre Agassi

(US) 980,611
9. Anders Jarryd

(Sweden) 752.514
10. Emilio

Sanchez (Spain) 672,071
1l. Karel Novacek

(Czechoslovakia) 647,540
12. John Fitzgerald

(Australia) 616,493
13. Petr Korda

(Czechosbkvakia) 573,970
14. Jakob |llaseck

(Swilzerland) 573,642
158 Goran lvaniscvic

(Yugoslavia) 562,795
16. Magnus Gustafsson

(Sweden) 538,792
17. Sergl Bruguera

527.320

pick their squads are [ootball,
athlcties, boxing and volicyball.
These squads arc likely to be
announced within the next

couple of days, it is rcliably
learnt .

SHOOTING SQUAD

The National Shooling
Federation, hopeful of our
medal prospects in the SAF
Games, recently sent a number
ol shoolers on an expcrience-
gathering tour of the United
States. A Chincsce coach has
been imparting intensive Lrain-
ing to our boys and girls at the
national range in Gulshan over
the past few weeks. There was
also a Swedish coach here last
month.

Mcanwhile, the [ederation
yesterday picked a 19-member
contingent for the Games
which comprises 15 shooters
— including four girls — and
four officials.

“ollowing is the tcanr

Manager: Azizul loque,
Coaches: Zhu Lee Ming
(China), Kazi Sclim: Technical
officer — Eng Mir Daulat
| lossain.

Shooters: Kazi Shahana
Parveen, Khaleda Mansoor,
Kazi Ferdousi Parveen,
Shabena Khaloon;  Atiqur
Rahman, Haider Ali, Asifl
llossain, Fariduddin Ahmed, G
M Haider, M Shafiquzzman,
Emran Chowdhury, M Nasir
Uddin, Kamrul Islam, Sailul
Alam Rinku and Fazle Rabbi
Elahi.

Bangladeshi shooters will

take part in six out the eight
cvents in the Games.

Grapplers for
Pak meet

A 13-member Bangladesh
wrestling team will leave herc.
for Pakistan Saturday to partic-
’.Pil.lf in the Qumd-{_‘-ﬁzﬂnt in-
lernational [reestyle wrestling
championship, reports UNB.

The competition will be
held on December 3-5 in
Lahore, :

Members of the team are
Team Manager— Lt Col (Retd)
llarun-ur-Rashid; Assit
Manager— M Shamsuzzaman;
Coach — Masudur Rahman;
Referee— M A Jalil; Wrestlers:
M Anisur Rahman, Benazir
Ahmed, Harun-ur-Rashid,
Wazir Ali, M Azim, Jamal
Uddin, Masud Ahmed, Ashral
All and Masud Reza.

Nat'l clay pigeon
shooting in Pabna
from today

PABNA, Nov 26: The 4th na-
tional clay pigeon shooling
compeltition begins at the
Monsurabad shooling rangc
here tomorrow (Wednesday),
reports UNB. .

State Ministlers for
Communications Fazlur Rah-
man Patal will inaugurate the
three-day meet.

Eighty shooters, two each
from of the country's 40
shooting clubs, will take part
in the competition to be held
for the [irst time in the dis-
trict.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas {s ecxpected to dis-
tribute prizes among the win-
ners on November 29, the
closing day of the champi-
onship.

dominating the judo and thc
Thais hitting gold in the gym-
nastics and shooting.

"l think we did very well. As
the hosts put our best events

‘on for the first day. But | think

it's going to get tougher,” said
Horacio Paredes, spokesman
for the Games organising
committee.

Singapore was deprived of
its first gold, when its team
was disqualified from the four
by 200 metres men's reclay be-
cause of a [alse start by one
swimmer.

Disappointed Singapore of-
ficials were resigned lo the
loss of what would have been
their first gold in the ninc-na-
tion Games, which also include
Burma, Malaysia, Brunei, Laos
and Vietnam,

“It's bad luck for us but
that's what the eclectronic
walch says so we can't do any-
thing about it.," said Won Sui
Kut, secretary general of the

Singapore Swimming
Association

Philippine officials were
pleased that the Games,
plagued by tecthing troubles in
the run-up to Sunday's opening
by President Corazon Aquino,
had gone relatively smoothly,
with only a dispute over the
shooting to dampen the upbeat
wood.

“It went ofl without a hitch

despite the protest in the
shooling cvent,” Parcdes said.

"There were some people
who were contending there
should have been a shoot-ofll. |
supposc thal would have been
more dramatic. Bul the rules
were to usce a count-back.
Eventually it was ironed out,”
he told reporters referring to
the dispute over how the
shooling should be scored.

Backstage problems in
swimming and billiards also
caused diflicultics for some
countries.

A nasly row among sports
officials and swimmers deci-
mated the defending cham-
pion Malaysian swimming
team, lcaving the squad with
just thrce swimmers in the
Games, officials said.

Indoncsia, Malaysia and
Thailand also planned to pull
out of two cvents in billards,
forcing organisers to consider
scratching the event for lack of
participants, oflicials said.

Malaysian swim star Nurul
lHuda Abdullah, winner of cight
gold medals in 1989, pulled
oul from the Ganws boecause of
a leg injury she sustained in a
car accident last February.

But Malaysian team sources
said disputes with her mother
over personal matiers and dis-
agreements with sports offi-
cials regarding her training

forced her to withdraw and
concentrate ol her studics in
the University of Brisbane in
Australia.

Other missing Malaysian
swimmers arc Magdaline Goh,
May Tan Scok Khoon and Lec

- Chee Keen, who helped people

their leam as the top medal
winner in swimming in 1989,

“The Malaysians don't even
have c¢cnough swimmers to
form a rclay team,” an official
said.

Twenty golds were at stake
on the [irst day [from more
than 300 up for grabs in the
12-day competition.

MEDALS TABLE

Mcdals standings on Lhce
first day ol competitions in Lhe
ninc-nation Soulhcast Asian
Games in Manila on Monday
(tabulate under Gold, Silver,
Bronzg):
Philippincs 6
Indonesia
Thailand
Singaporce
Burma
Malaysin
Victnam
DBrund 0
s 0 0

Note: Medal table docs not
tally because extra bronzes
woere awarded in two fencing
cvenis, and nonc in the
snooker nine-ball team finals.
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Vietnam join gold club

MANILA, Nov 26 : Vietnam
joined the gold medal club and
Indonesia chased the
Philippines for first-place in
the overall standings as threc
Games records were broken
midway Lhrough the second
day of the 16th South Easl
Asian Games here loday,
reports AFP.

The Vieltnamesc shooling
tcam scored 1,714 points in
the rapid fire pisiol event o
break their own two-year-old

Games record of 1,702 points,
which they setl in Kuala
Lumpur in 1989,

Vietnam's Trinh Quoc Vict
went on o upset lavourile
Nathaniel Padilla of the
Philippines to win the individ-
ual event

Another two Games records
also lell in weighuifting as
Indonesia s strongmen
asscriced their superiority,

world has to offer.

Indonesia has Ardi
Wiranata, 21, and Susi Sasanti,
20, both of whom are both all-

champions in 199].

has World Cup dou-
bles ¢ ns in brothers
Razifl and Jalani Sidek.

Indoncsia also won a team®”

sflver medal in archery in the
| 988 Games in Seoul,

the United States lo
the bronze medal.

The only other world -rated
athletes the region can boast
are boxers from Thafland and
the Philippines, both of which
won a pair of bronze medals in
the 1988 GCames In South
Korea.

Athletes [rom South East
Asia are among the world's
best in the non sporis
dhﬁﬂm

Officials say athlctes in the
region sufler from having a
smalber budld than the
greal an middic distance

rummcrs, for example. They are

capluring two golds and one
silver. This brought 1o nine the
lotal number ol golds won so
far by the delfending
champions, pushing them to
within iwo pgolds of drawing
level with the host nation.

The young Indoncsian pow
criifters Sodikin and Enoch
Depthios made light work ol
winning in thelir respective
56-and 52-kilogram (123-and
| 14-pound) classes.

Sodikin lifted 255
kilograms (561 pounds) 1o
cclipse the four-year old

252.5-kilogram (555.5-pound)
Games mark of Filipino Samuc)
Alegada, who scttled for the
silver this time.

Indoncsian Wahyudi heflied

the same 222 5-kilogram
(489.5 pound) lotal o5
Depthios but Jost the gold

because he was heavier. e was
consolcd by posting a new

also held back by the sporadic
nature of government assis-
tance and inadcequate sports
lacilities.

ist Ding Marcelo.

Our athletes are still in the
third world and the standards
between this region and the
rest of Asia, let alone the
world, are still far apart.

in events like track and
field, the gap between Lhose
taking part in the SEAG and
existing world records In

huge.

The winning cflort set by T.
Sangvorn of Thafland in the
long jump In 1989 at 7.44
metres is more than 1.5 me-
tres behind the world mark of
8.956 sct by American Mike
Powell in the world track and
fickd chimpionship in Tokyo In
Aughust

The SEAG record in the
100 metres for men is held by

record of 130 kilograms (286
pounds) in the clean and jork,
2.5 kilograms (5.5 pounds)
better than the 1987 record
sct in Jakarta by his
compatriot Entong Lilt.

Another Indonesian cyclisl
Nurhayati, won the womon -~
onc-kilometer [hall-mile) indy
vidual item trial.

The Philippines boosted
their gold mwdal haul to 1]
with cyclist Josclito Santos
winning the onc-kilometor
(hall-milke) Individual tme trial
and [Bartolome Teyab gelling
p individual honours in the
free rifle English mailch.

Thatland stayed in third
place with five golds. They won
the tcam event in the free rifle
English match.

Malaysia, Burma, Singapore,
Laos and Brunei make up the
ninc-nation line-up for the
Games,

‘Malnutrition retards athletic talent

Thailand’s Sumet Promna, .
clocked 10.36 secconds In
1987 in Jakarta. Bul the mark
is a long way bchind the 9.86
seconds of Carl Lewis in the
world championship in Japan.

Sports offlicials in the re-
gion have hired foreign
coached in an attempli o boost
the performances of Lheir ath-
letes and have begun training
camps 0 supervise Lheir de-,
velopment.

But progress has been slow
in coming.

“"Most of the time, politics
is the problem,” said
Philippine Senator Jose Lina,
who heads the Senate
Committee on youth and
Sports development.

in-fighting among sports of-
fictals and athictes has ofien
frustrated the benefits of hir-

forcign coaches even thosce
celcbrated ex wheoe have
found jubs In South East Asia
afler being recently thrown out
of work in Eastern Europe.

Sport

LYON, France,
Nov 26 With
Davis Cup fever
invading France it
was appropriate
thal captain Yan-
nick Noah should choose the
calmer, piclure-postecard
sciting ol Montreux in
Swilzerland Lo make one of the
mosl diflicull decisions of his
carver, reports AFD,

Noah, who ncxt week hopes
to lcad France to their first
Davis Cup victlory in sixty year,
cnded a week ol supervising
intensive training, special di-
cls and gruelling cross-country
runs for his squad by naming
France's sccond singles playcr
for the final against the United
Stales.

Guy Forget, the 26-year-old
world number-seven and re-
cent Paris Open winner, was
an automatic choice for both
singles and doubles as the
French preparc to avenge Lhe
defeat inflicted on them by the
Americans in the 1982 final in
Grennoble.

But the other singles berth
posed Noah a delicalc
dilemma.

Having relcgated the out-
of-form Fabrice Santoro to the
role of hitting partner during
the training, and hinted that
the talented Arnaud Boetsch
was nol yet ready to step into
full-blooded Davis Cup compe-
tition — Noah was left with
choice of gambling cither on
the fitness and strokeplay of
the flashy but erratic llenry
Leconte — or on the bascline
power and accuracy of outspo-
ken Oliverier Delaitre,

Although Noah told the
players on Sunday what the

US Davis Cup teammates Andre Agassi (R) md Pete
France on Nov 26. They will play against France in the Davis Cup finals starting Nov 29 in Lyon.

Noah plays coy about his choice

French line-up against the
Americans would be, it was
immediately made a state se-
crets. His decision, he in-
sisted, would not become
public knowledge untj next
Thursday’'s draw.

But whoever he has postced
into the vacant spot, France
will still start as Lthe undcer-
dogs, somec say "no hopers”
against the defending cham-
pions.

Despite home advantage,
notoriously enthusiastic [ans
and Supreme Court surface at
Lyon's Gerland Stadium built
especially to take the sting out
of the Americans aggressive
style of play — Andre Agassi, a
scmi-finalist at the Masters,
and the in form Pete Sampras,
who went on to win the event,
will be [ormidable opponents.

France's only crumb of
comlort is that the left-handed
Forget managed to beal
Sampras in an exciting five-sct
final at the Paris Open carlicr
this meonth. But it was a match
Sampras threw away alter leav-
ing decisively in the fourth set
— rather than one in which
Forget was the dominant force.

Noah, a teammate ol the
then-tcen Leconte at the
Grenoble final, admits the 28-
year-old has the stylc and cx-
perience which could upsct
Sampras.

But he also says the 24-
ycar-old Delaitre could shine
against Agassi il it comes to a
baseline slog.

Noah proved he is not a

"'man to hold grudges by pick-

ing Delaitre. He had given him
a dressing-down earlier in the
year for accusing the French
[ederation of neglecting fits

. i .
L e e
7 " e,
A
b

Sampras before their warm up at the Palaise des Slmrt:'- at Lyon in

younger hopes and fawning to
the established stars.

Leconte, who has had three
major back operations — the
last coming after he was
forced to retire from this

ycar's Wimbledon — admits: "1
feel it's about time |
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YANNICK NOAH

break. Just aboul cverything
bad that can happen o me has
happened to me in recent
yoars.”

On his day he can beat any
playcr in the world with his
cxciting, swash buckling style
of tennis. The problem is that
those days arc getting too far
and few between.

He has lost around 15 kilos
(nearly two stone) sinece
France's scmi-flinal victory over

e H

—AFP photo

deplected Yugoslavia in
Scplember — an casier-than-
expcected win afller Croatians
Goran lvanisevic and Goran
Prpic both withdrew because
of the civil strile back home.

Dclaitre, who has rcached
two finals this year, had a close
look at just how devastating an
in-form Sampras can be when
he was completely outplayed
by the American in the Lyon
Grand I'rix final.

But the Frenchman remains
conflident he can it his game
for the big occasion.

For Noah's American
counterpart Tom Gorman, the
Anwrican tcam all but picked
itsell. \

Agassi rcmains  the anchor
singles player who has served
his country well — winning
both his singles against
"Beckerless” Germany.
Sampras — winner at Lyon, fi-
nalist at the Paris Open and
winner of the masters — has
been in the sort of lorm which
overshadows the l[act he has
never played in a Davis Cup lie
before.

As [ar as the doubles is con
cerned, Ken Flach and Robert
Seguso remain onc ol the
world’'s top pairings — as they
proved this weekend by reach-
ing the [fnal of the ATP
Championship in
Johannesburg.

The United States, winners
of the compctition 29 tmes
since it was launched in 1900,
reached this year's final w
bealing Mcxico, Spain and
Germany.

France, bidding lor a sev
enth triumph in the event,
defealed Isracl  Australia and
Yugoslavia

Prince Sufri — the

MANILA, Nov 26 : P'rince
Haji Sulrl Bolkiah of Brunct
may be the ric-hest player in
the South East Astan Games,
but like all trapshooters, he
has to endurc the heat and
drizzle for a picee ol gold he
could very easily afford to buy,
reporlts AFP.

’he younger brother of
Sultan Hassanal DBolkiah, re-
putcdly the world's richest
man, Prince Sulri is an amiablce

40 ycar old who might not be

recognized as royalty were {t
not lor the ramrod-straight
bodyguards hovering around
him wherever he goes.

"l wanl to gain more cxpc
rence in shooting, and 1 also
want o mecl more [riends,”
the Prince told AFT afier firing
at 50 target clays in the lirst
two scts ol the cight-round
trapshooling competition al an
army basc here.

He Missed 11 birds using
an ltalian made Bereita crafied

Wahidul Alam (L) and Capt. Munir won the doubles title
in the annual tennis competition of Gulshan Club held at

the club courts on Sunday.

— Star Photo

richest competitor

cspecially for him and was not ¥ priccy cameras, as well as gold

very happy about the results,
shaking his hcad occasionally
alter missing the lying targets.

"Today is not my day, |
think, may bc tomorrow,” the
Prince, who underwent an op-
cration in 1972 to remove a
tumor in his throat, said in a

raspy whisper.
Clad in expensive Gucci
rubber shoes and (rendy

sporting attire, the Prince said
he was also involved in goll and
badminton, but said shooting
has becen his passion since
childhood days.

A collector of [ancy cars and

New golf plant
in Malaysia

TOKYO, Nov 26: Japancse
tyre maker Bridgestone Corp
said today it had started work
on a 24 milllon Malaysian dol

lar (8.9 million US) plant near

Kuala Lumpur to make goll
balls, tennis balls and other
sporting goods; rcports AFT.
The ncew plant, located at
Shah Alam, is expcoted o stant
producing goll balls for the
international market by the

middic of next year following
the establishment of similar
plants in Taiwan and the
United States last year.

The ry is being built by
a joint™ venture belween
Bridgestone and its sporting
goods subsidiary capitalised al
four million dollars [1.5 mil-
lon US). Dridgestone  already
makes polyurcthane foam at

another Malaystan unit.
Moulvibazar soccer

MOULVIBAZAR, Nov 216
The final mateh of Moulvibazar
Zila Prashasak Gold Cup wur-
nament-91 was held today,

Rahman distributed prizes
among the champions and
MUNNErs-up.

All seven teams participated
in the competition.

and diamond-studdcd walches,
Prince Sufri has his own shoot-
ing range back home, where
he has won several gold and
silver medals tn national shoot -
ing cvenis,

HHe has [ew compelitors
there @ Oil-rich Brunci has only
300,000 peoplc. in contrast,
Games powerhouse Indoncsia
has 190 million people, even
the scecond smallest partici-
panl, Singapore, has 2.7 mil-
Ifon.

Guarded by courtcous se-
curity men, Prince Sulr
shakes hands with fellow
shooters, many ol whom he
has met at varfous competi-
tions abroad.

He scemed unmindiul ol
the scorching noontime heat,
and did not scek cover when a
light drizzie fell on the shoot
ing range later.

“le is a very down-to-earth
man. And & big spender wo,”
said a Filipino military oflicer
who has known the Prince for
yUars.

" The Prince invited him and
several fellow shooters last
year (o Brunci, where they
spent lwo weeks with all of
their cxpenses paid by the

I .
“aT‘rlmf fri sadd It was still
oo carly to iell whether he
vould win a medal in the
Games, participated in by nine

Brunel's National
Counetl and shoot his
gold medal In inle
competition.



