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Irresponsible Action
This journal would like to express its deep

concern at the for democratic norms

and disregard for property shown by a

group of workers 10 make good their threal of a
nh;mhmﬂ.mmldmmdd-
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No Alternative to Healthy Democratic Practices

HE memory of

the autocralic

and in

fresh In ﬂr':ﬂ?nh
alllances

by political

m-‘h-hﬂ with all sections
of the people, will ever remain
inspiring for future
gencrations. Above all, the

unity displayed by the students
in achieving the common

was remarkable.

y -
partments and signalling equipment which will
require scarce foreign exchange (o replace. The |
most condemnable action of them all was the [acl
of u a section of the railway tracks near
dislodging it in many other places. We
cat ally state our disapproval of |
point out that no amount of
permit such irresponsible action by

po
any body. especially by organised labour. {
The ni has called the action by the

would to
such actions

workers of the public sector as politically moti-
vated and aimed at destroying the economy. It |-
has
are

also promised stern action against those who |
guilty of causing indiscipline, anarchy and |
. Time has come, we think, for the gov-
ernment to take tough action against those who

the law in their own hands and damag- |

taking

public property. If once the mass agitators get
¢ impression that they can get away with barri-

cades—which is an illegal action and is not per-
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mitted by labour laws — then in all future in-
stances trade union bodies will be tempted to go
for such actions.

As to the fundamental issues behind the work-
ers' actions, there are two. One deals with pay
hike and the other, with denationalisatlion. As for
the wages, the government has decided to insti-
tute a wage commission with interim allowances
being thrown in. It must be mentioned here that
during the last decade workers' wages here in-
creased by 33 per cent and their output has ac-
tually gone down by 18 per cent. Regarding de-
nationalisation, the question lies at the very heart.
of the economic reform p es of the BNP
government. Here the government needs to make
public some of the fundamental facts behind the
rationale for denationalisation. We had earlier
suggested the need for a "White Paper” on the
whole situation of the nationalised sector and the
heavy burden that it has put on the taxpayers. The
government needs to take the public into conli-
dence, and by giving out the relevant facts, build
the necessary public opinion behind its policy
decision.

’ *
UN in Cambodia

In the fast-moving and generally positive devel-
opments in Cambodia, the move just announced
by Prince Norodom Sihanouk to set up a new
coalition government with his ‘son Ranariddh,
representing the Royalist group, joining the pro-
Vietnamese partly of Prime Minister Hun Sen in
an interim administration should come as a sur-
prise to mosl observers. On the face of it, the
move aims at providing the war-torn country with
a stable government, even on a temporary basis.
However, it opens up thé danger of isolating
other guerilla allies of Prince Sithanouk — the
Khmer Rouge and the Khmer People's National
Liberation Front — who are all supposed to work
together in the interim administration and help
guide the nation towards the UN-supervised na-
tional election scheduled in early 1993. The
Khmer Rouge faction may well take the move as a
signal by the two faclions in the proposed coali-
tion to consolidate their position during the
transitional phase. At this stage, it would not
serve the interest of Cambodia to revive the divi-

sive politics which, in the past, has done so much
harm to the ill-fated country.

In making this and other controversial moves,
Prince Sihanouk may well be acting very much on
his own. And, of course, he is known to change
his mind from time to time. In the present situa-
tion, what is particularly important is the pres-
ence of the Uniled Nations team inside Cambodia.
Al this moment, the primary responsibility of the
leam lies in providing the country with as much
humanitarian assistance as possible to help
Cambodia to stand on its own [eet again. Then
comes its task of preparing the country for the
election. .

However, in between these two monumental

tasks, the UN mission must ensure that the po-
. litical process dies not get derailed or bogged
down in a series of futile counter-productive
moves. Prince Sihanouk's coalition talk could
well belong to such a category.

Yet another responsibility that lies with the UN
mission is to provide a watlch-dog role on the
economic front. It is obvious that there is an ur-
gent need to monitor the receipt and distribution®
of what may well be a massive aid from abroad. It
is also noted that entrepreneurs from Cambo-
dia's neighbouring countries, such as Thailand
and Singapore, have started moving in, ready to
grab as many business deals, in the
construction sector, as possible. The Hun Sen
administration has already expressed its difficul-
ties In § the credentials of these new
arrivals.' However confusing the development may
be to the Phnom Penh authorities, it positive
aspect underscores the interest ol the ASEAN re-

in the reconstruction-of the war-torn coun-
,» @n exercise in which South Asian countries,
desh, should cert be in-

| lurking fear and s

| of his being scourged

spirit
together for a
united national cause pre-
vailled. All these red

of wo

well and eve y loo
foreword to long-cher-
ished political stability and
. which are pre-condi-
tions for steady economic de-

velopment in the country.

However, now there s a
that
the enemies of democracy are
active behind the scene. While
all patriotic elements want a
fair trial of the hard-carned
democratic system, there are
s of evil forces t to
ﬁm this process. w:f-w
to be constantly alert and vigl-
lant. Let not any freedom-lov-
Eﬂ person or section of peoplc
a prey lo such evil s
In a democratic society,
tolerance is an essential virtue.

by Tafazzal Hussain
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enjoying .
scrupulous political clcments
— can be kept at . Perhaps,

to thecmsclives, student
organisalions could achicve

sc
the sake of saving democracy,

soul-searching s

inescapablc, and then the
solution will be :

Apart from ecampus vio-
lence, law and order situation

Fault-finding Approach

Sitmply, a fauli-finding ap-
proach, pointing the finger h:t:
the in : ing L
lhcymlnvcr hm :::{In:r the
goods, is not pinrwln help
perhaps. When | Prime
Minislcr goes abroad o attend
a Commonwralth mect or a re-

| summit, il would rather

like cheap criticism i she
is accuscd of squandering (7)
public monecy in taking 54 or
similar number of pcople iIn
her entourage, inclusive of of-
ficials, MPs, security men and
media people. Then again, it
would be worsc than hollow
accusation if she is allcged to
be maintaining five offices. | do

not remember to have come

tion, privatisation of indus-
tries, creation of domestic

tion from a true democratie
behaviour will only help the
forces  hostile to

and #s consolidailon in
Ban sofl. There is no
alternative to healthy demo-
cratic practices if we want to

save democracy from the evil
Dr Badruddoza Chowdhury,

fecling most cmphatically,

warning her counirymen
againsi the danger of such evil
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Switzerland—700 Years after

Neutrality : A Precious Gift or an Outdated Principle?

neutrality is linked Lo
war. Yel in Weslern
Europe, conllict is becoming
an fincreasingly un-likely
rospect. The old rivalrics
ve given way to solidarity
and a deeply-felt desire for
integration. In such a Europe,
classic neutrality seems unim-
portant, even a handicap.”

This point of view comes
from the European Union, a
Swiss movement which advo-
cates the Confederation's entry
into the European Community.
It is well aware that many
Swiss regard such views as
provocative. More than any
other principle of foreign pol-
icy, neutrality is deeply-rootcd
in the political thinking of the
nation. If Swiss membership ol
the EC is ever oflicially
debated — which has so far not
been the case — neutrality will
most certainly be one of the
most controversial aspects of
discussion. Emanuel Diez, a
neutrality specialist who whs
once head of the Swiss foreign
ministry’'s lcgal department,
strongly believes thal "with the
opening of the single/ Euro-

market in 1 . Swiss
neutrality will be put to an
important test.”

The conservalive group
"Action for an Indcpendent
and Neutral Switzerland”
(ASIN) has given a similar
warming : "Our policy of neu-
trality loses its credibility if we
belong to an economic organi-
sation dominated by the EC.
Doubt would be cast on our
traditional neutrality, at least
in the medium term.” ASIN
regards such a prospect as
unacceptable, belicving that
neutrality is "a duly which
cannot be avoided, a duty

" IH the final analysis,

which has historical roots. It is
a humanilarian obligation in
the case of peace.”

A Freely-chosen :
But whal is so special ut
Firstly, it

Swiss ncutrality?

results from centuries of
expericnee. Sccondly, it s a
principle that Switzerland
chose for iisclf, without
external pressure. Thirdly, it fe

lpﬂmlphwﬂﬂby‘ﬂ;

 finally, Swiss nculrality is

“perpetual,” which mcans that
Switzerland is bound o remain
neutral in any armed conflict,
not jusi on a casc-lo-casc
basis. It is a combination of
these faclors which gives
Swiss nculrality its spocial
character.

Rights and Oblightions of
a Neutral Country

The terms of Swiss neutral-
ity arc bascd on Lhe classic
definition of this principle in
intcrnational law, which emer-
ged from the llague Conven-
tion of 1907 on the rights and
obligations of a ncutral coun-
try and its citizens in Ume of
war. Ncutralily is defined as
the non- of a state
in a war between other states.
The wording is simple and
precise. A countiry wanting Lo
adopt a neulral stance must
respect certain laws (on the

invielability of its and
obligations (the prohibition of
military support a y loa

conflict). These rights and
obligations together constitutc
what is known as the law ol
neutrality. But any sliale
wishing to remain ncutral for
any length of time must also
implement a policy of neu-
trality. Even during times ol
peace, it has to take preventive
measurcs (o avoid invol-
vement in confliel. For cxam-
ple, like Switzerland, a ncutral
counly cannol belong (o a
military alliance, and musl
maintain an army (hcnce
armed ncutrality).

Practical Limitations : Onc
conscquence of neutralily is a
foreign policy characterised by
reserve and caution. Is this
compalible with [rcedom of

ils im

? To takc an example,
is the Swiss media able to
make uncensored comment on
international news? The
answer is obvious. In fact the
Swiss media devotes much
time and » to evenls
abroad, events which are also
extensively debated by ordi-
nary citizens. In short, there is
no “neutrality of opinion™ A
neutral country cannot be
obliged by a foreign power to
Itmit the freedom of its press.
Neutrality is exclusively a mat-
ter for state aflairs.

too, Switzer-
land is not neutral. It can take

. sides, for ceample by linking

ftscll with the other weslern
industrialised countrics belic-
ving in capitalism and a mar-
ket cconomy. This docs nol
conflict with a neutral policy
unless therc is excessive
dependcnce on one trading

its
under any control [rom
another staic, because il war
breaks out, it would no longer
be neutral.” Nevertheless, Swi-
tzcrland dcpends oh the
Eumt‘c:nn Community and
mcmber-countries of the
North Atlantic Trealy Organi-
sation for about 80 pcr cent of
ris and over 65 por
ccnl of ils exporis.

Historical Roots Go Deep :
The ﬂl’?ﬂl ol Swiss ncutralily
go back to the time of thce
Renaissance. In 1515, deleat
on the battlefield of Marig-

‘nano, near Milan, brought a

brutal end to the old Con-
federation’'s adventurous cx-
pansionism. Ever since, Swi-
tzerland has abstained [rom
interfering in the alfairs of
others. However, the cvolution
towards present-day perpctlual
neculrality was a process which
took hundrcds of ycars.
Scrious violations of Swiss ncu-

address.
Delight in disorder
Sir, With peference to the
letter of Mr. K. S. Nazmul
iHasan ‘Delight in Disorder’,
published in your esteemed
daily on 14th November, |
would like to add the follow-
ing.

Mr.- Nazmul's dilemma of
living in this society expresses
by the
many-sided malice that is em-
bedded in our socfety. [He has
spoken sarcastically of the
scheming pecople, of coercion,
of lovers being spurned by
their beloved and of the blatant
lies and ganging-up of the
scoundrel sycophants and so
on. The writer a to be
confronted with all these un-
pleasant situations and has ex-
pressed ‘epi matically and
aphoris many aspects of
our society in his brief letter.
He has, so to say, under
duress, now become a little
aloof from this decadent soci-
ety and has even spoken
mockingly of deriving delight
in disorder. Unfortunately, for
many of us thecse are the
experiences of cve sin
day. What | mean luryldsulln HE

Nazmul's content is that we or
our enlightened seetion should

not be at the back-stage of

national allairs, nor should

absolve themselves of the

task of arresting this all-
pervading dccadence.

. It may not be far fetched to

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letiers
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica- |
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

say that just as the late 16th
century witnessed the deca-
dence of Europe and whcen
people of Europe saw no hope,
the small segment of culturally

and intellectually enlightened

mﬂ: were able to show the
n. Similarly, | would like

to cherish my pious wish that

our respected intellectuals,
our businessmen, our bureau-
crats and above all our politi-
cians would rise once for all to
guide this nation to a fafrly in-
habitable society. |

Mahmood Hasan
Monipuripara, Dhaka

Encroachment on

roads in Uttara

Sir, Recently, RAJUK has
announced a new ‘shock
treatment’ to bulldoze
unauthorised constructions in
Dhaka city. |
highlight the problem in
Uttara Model Town.

In sector seven of Uttara
Model Town much awaited

drains (katcha) are being cut

now to allow d of waste
water and rain water.
~Unfortunately, many house

the

(DCC) are now making the
drain without removing the
steel fencing or brick walls
hindering its straighl passagc.
The contraclors arc making
the drains by going round the
occupied land reducing the
road span further at the al-
rcady narrowed down por-
tiens. The drains arc obviously
to be zigzag but no one
thers to know or cxplain
how will the water [flow

- smoothly in this zigzag way.

Since of them have cars,
they bothcr lcast whether
there will be knce dccp
standing water on the roads
during the rain, Lo thc uller
public inconvenicnec.

I would, therglore, urge
upon RAJUK and Dhaka City
Corporation to remove all
these unauthoriscd [encings
and make the drains straight.
This practice of occupying
public road reduces the width
of the road and will also hin-

~ der water flow. Allcrnatively,

RAJUK/DCC may officially ad-
visc every home owner Lo oc-
cupy five fect of public land ad-
jacent to their plots.

Dr. Nooruddin Ahmed

An appreciation
, Congratulations for the
s ol e H e

. & great innovatives effort. It is a

national document of great

. It has made me
more knowledgeable. The na-
greatly benefit from

trality and the occupation ol
the Confederaton’'s lerritory
by Napoleonic forces led the
signatorics of the Congress of
Vienna to give their formal

tion of Swiss neutrality
in 1815. Through consistent
obscrvance of ncutrality since
then, Switzerland has managoed
lo stay oulside all the
Europcan conllicts of the 19th
and 20th centuries,

"No" to the UN :
Sacrosanct Neutrality

Since the Second World
War, delicate questions rclal-
ing to neutrality have becen
raised whenever Swiss mcm-
bership of an international
organisation was proposcd.
The whole subject can be a
political mine-field, as

rnment and parliament
E‘r“ learned to their cost:
their 1986 proposal for UN
membership was over-

whelmingly rejected by Lhe
electorate. The campaign lcad-

" ing up to the vote was domi-

nated by the neutrality issuc.
Opponents of membership
were swilt to recall the prob-
lems which arose from mem-
bership of the League ol
Nations between the two world
wars. Although a member,
Swilzerland managed o avoid
involvement in military sanc-
tions, bul had Lo participale in
political and cconomic sanc-
tions approved by the Leaguc.

This "discriminatory neutral-
ity placed the Swiss In a
dilemma in 19356 when sanc-
tions were imposed on ltaly
because of its attack on
Abyssinia. Switzerland only
partially complied, arguing
that ncutrality made it impos-
sible to full sanctions
against a neighbour. The fed-
eral government concluded
that Switzerland had o revert
to the policy ol compleic neu-
trality. But not until 1938 did
the Leaguce ol Nauons reicase
Switzcerland from its obligation
o conform with decisions on
sanclions. When they rejected
UN membership, the Swiss
peoplc were genuinely alfrald of
Lheir backs on strict

turnin
nr:u!.ru:ty.

Neutrality Does not Rule
Out Commitment : While Swiss
ncutrality might sometimes be
accuscd of lacking in courage
and of being market by cau-
tion, Lthis dots not mean that
neulralily provides the Swiss
with a convenient excuse for
avoiding intcrnational respon-
sibilitics. Since the Second
World War, Swiss foreign pol-
icy has been guided by three
principles other than neutral-
ity: solidarity (giving encour-
agement to international coop-
cration), availability (offering

offices to other nations)
and universality (maintaining
relations with all the world's

OPINION

sovereign slales). Switzeriand
is a member of nearly all of the
specialised international or-
ganisations, and of IIII'III
Europcan instilutions whic

But it is not intangible.
Ncutrality is also an instru-
ment, a means of foreign
fcy and not an end in itseil
This instrument has enabled
stalc as small as Switzerland
survive in a Europe scarred
centurics of po
tary lurmoil. As
instrument ol Swiks
policy, nculrality must
tantly adapt, lo suit not
Swiss inlcresis, but also the
international situation.

i
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pe no longer
nced Lhe factor of stability rep-
reseiiled by a ncutral Swi-
zerland? What luture lies
ahcud for a ncutrality which no
longer scems juslified? These
arc questions which present
challcnges Lo Swiss
policy, especially concerning
the dclicate matter of
Europcan inlcgration.

— SDA /Swiss News

'Mis-translation'

Sorry, earlier | could not
thank Mr Anwar Firoz from
Khulna and the Traveller for
their appreciation of my con-
tribution 'J versus Z' (Sept. 3).

While commenting on my
topic of transliteration Mr
Firoz on Sept. 25 raised anx-
fously some points about inap-
propriate translations also.

| Translation is a big subject

with its many gross to intricate
aspects to be dwelt on. It has
no set rules or standard. And,
want should we call it, the
methodology of translation, if
any at all? — the art or the
science? Besides, the world of
translation is as wide as that of
knowledge and literature. The
word translation has in English
a synonym e.g 'rendering’,
whether with or without any

Ik technical difference of mean-

ing I do not know. But adapta-
tion is another form of transla-

tion, very different from gen-

| eral translation, which may
| possibly be called a translation

with much adjustments. Some
would in this context say that
the human life itself is crafty
adjustment without which
nothing is convenient, enjoy-
able. And, in matter of transla-
tion, here arises that intrigu-

question of the fidel and
the infidel. Outlandish critics

lwuuldukh:dutlmtndd]uh.

to choose between a wife faith-
ful and a mistress charming. (I
don't agilan know by what mis-
chance a woman reader of a
translation work was deprived
of her a bit of an adoring room
in this simile so marvellous
and amorous). Some are for
the rigid translations faithful to
the , some for the so-
called ones. In translating
creative th like try,
fiction indm?puciallymhyl
(cssays of r.ru.rm
and originality can also be
termed as creative) one faces
real problems because what

-mng other objects to be
to a text of another

are generally the typ-

patterns of lives, their
temperaments, styles, atti-
tudes, conversations. dreams
and dramas of the 'vast man' so
much known, still unfamiliar
with all his socio-cultural, an-

Bashir Al Helal

thropological, metaphysical
and other associations that
may even if occasionally or
otherwise be universal hu-
manly, cannot be so linguisti-
cally. Translators of creative
things while recreating in the
translated tests the association
and the atmosphere of the
originals, tend to make them

. congenially natural and familjar

as far as possible to the associ-
ation and atmosphere of the
readers of the translation,
which may not of course be so
easy a skill for a translator to
attain. The problem may be
more acute in cases of the
original and the translated lan-
guages being too alien to be-
long to the different language
families. For example, a Urdu-

translation may not be

_that difficult an exercise as

that of an English-Bangla and
vice versa in matter of trans-
ferring both the technique and
the idea of the text. The cele-
brated poet Bisnu De in trans-
lating T S Elliot's poem into
Bangla verse once took as
much freedom as to replace
Chris , a Christian festival,
by Janmastami, a Hindu festi-
val. Not all critics did approve
that much freedom relished by
the poet-translator because in
translations the readers' ex-
pectation would not merely be
the right corresponding asso-
ciation but also the I:hmcte;
istic and peculiarities
a:mc?;%cun embodied in the
original. As Mr Firoz
pointed out, oak is oak in
also. We should not
for an oriental equivalent
that famous occidental tree.
But in one of may recent works
of translation (‘Deshe Asa'.

Bangla translation of the Amer-
ican book 'Coming into the
Country' by John McPhee on
Alaska) [ used 'debdaru’ as the
Bangla equivalent of the
spruce, a coniferous tree of the
Alaskan forest wilderness,
though | had no idea if both
were exactly the same of had a
sub-generic difference, Mr
Firoz has reservation as to the
olive of the Middle-East and

South Europe being translated
as ‘jalpai’ into

should not objec
this has been the set practice,
and the difference is not
formidable. Similarly, a Chi-
nese friend in course of our in-
formal talk at a banquet had
been objecting to the swallow
being translated into Bangla as
'‘chatak’. But I do not consider
this to be mis-translation as
the bird swallow of the west
and the far east and the
'chatak' of the South Asia have
much more in common that
minor differences in respect of
their size and may be some
behaviour. Besides, in
Bangladesh we do not have
both to be confused in any way.

But mere choosing or coin-
ing of right equivalents fi.e.
counter-worked may not be
the major point for translation
of specially a serious and sub-
stantial matter as of the cre-
ative ones | have mentipned
above as mere words are not
the , rather the syn-
tactical formation and pattern

make a language. | for myself
would demand and a simul-
taneous faithful creative

translation. Bad translators
often abuse that tumid free-

dom. On hearing some praise
to the tune that my aforesaid

Shakespeare, a Pushkin,
Baudelaire or for that matter
James Joyee in their overs-

martly or oversi trans-
lations into even very aline
oriental la the ven-

as futile. Ordinary
favour free translations.

are not generally conce

about something vital
of the , not to say about
their unawareness of that . In
case of a fiction, they are

interested in

the narrative of the » in
translation. But not that | am
for a faithful translation with a

limping gait or going




