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Bangladeoh, the man-
A St

rest ' -
ban’ Khulna region, the
forests of Chittagong and
Chittagong Hill Tracts and the
‘Shalban’ Dhaka,
Mymensingh, Tangail,
Jamalpur and Sherpur are the
major ones.

Amongst these forests,
Sundarban occupics a very
special place. Its physical fca-
tures, river network, innumer-
able variety of trees, huge
reservoir of fish, and above all
the spotted Chitral Deer and
the world famous Royal Bengal
Tiger have endowed the forest
with vast riches. No other for-
est has so much forest related
resources as Sundarban. The
Honey and Wax of Sundarban is
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famed throughout the country.

Sundarban is a mangrove
forest. Compared to other
forests it s much more pro-
ductive. A lot of people
(Mowals) are engaged in

extracting Honey Wax. The

job is a scasonal one: Work

starts from Ist April and lasts
up to 30th June. Although
dozens of people die because
of tiger bites each year, as
Honey-collection is a very
prolitable vocation lots of
‘Mowals' continue to live on it.

The pcople who collect
'Jhinuk', are known as 'Jongra
Khuta." Jhinuk is found both
within the forest and also by
the seaside. Aller collection
these are sold at Hats and
Bazars. By burning 'Jhinuk',
lime can be produced.

'‘Golpata’ plays a very promi-
nent role in rural economy. For
building huts it is incompara-
ble. Thousands of people are
engaged in extracting Gol
leaves, their transportation
and marketing. The huts built
from ‘Golpata’ is much more
durable than those covered
with grass,

'Hental’ tree is used as pil-
lars for huts, and in the man-
chas. Amongst fuelwoods 'Bola’

,is very popular among the

poorer sections because of its
economic viability. ‘Garan, is a
high quality fuel wood. It is
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specializing in European and Asian dishes.
Our new A la Carte menu offers a wide
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Sunderbans: Where the Bengal Tiger Roams Freely

By Helal Uddin Ahmed

The King: No lions in the Sunderbans.

also used as pillars, in betel
leafl cultivation, and in fences.
In addition, its balm is used for
colouring nets.

The use of 'Amur’ wood is
widespread in handicrafts.
'Singra’, 'Jhana’', Kirpa, clc
trees are uscd as fucl wood and
as pillars. Extraction of 'Nal,
'Hogla', 'Patipata’, 'Chhan’,
'Heli' grass a.nsi'll.ﬂu' grass cic.
provides profitable employ-
ment,

" Almost 73% of wood pro-
duction of Sundarban consists
of 'Sundari' wood. It is used in
house-building, pools, culverts,
boats, launch, bus, truck, elec-
trical poles and in various mills
and faclorics. A lar nt-
age of demand for !%ctmmd in
the country is met from this
wood. It is also used as raw

nmillr:rinl for Khulna Hardboard
Mill.

Around 16% of the wood
produced in Sundarban com-
prises of 'Geoa'. It is used as
raw materials at Khulna
Newsprint Mills. Besides, the
largest match factories of the
country use it as raw material.

Kakra, Keora, Bain,
Dhundal, etc account for
around 11% of wood produced

in Sundarban. They are used in
construction work, furnitures,

agri-equipment, toys etc. They
are also widely used as

fuelwood.

Sundarban is located by the
side of the sea and during day

time it is inundated by tidal |

waters. The water is naturally
salty. According to differences

in salt compos

The most Hvely and fast grow-
ing trces grow in the rcgion.
with lcast saltiness. As thce
proportion of salt incrcascs;.
thc shrubs are found in larger
quantitics.

Amongst the [auna that are

' seen in Sundarban the out-

standing ones are Royal Bengal
Tiger, '‘Chitra Deer,” Monkey,
Jackal, Pigs,
Kathbiral, Crocodile, Dolphin,
Shark and various types of
snakes.

, 'Udbiral,

The birds include native
birds such as Kingstork, Snipe,

Hawk, Baj, Machhranga,
Gangcheel, Madantak,
Gangkabutar, Parrots, Owl,

Harial, Ghooghu, Doyel, Shalik
etc. During winter a massive
flock of birds come to
this forest. These include
Swan, Grey Swan, Jhati Hansh,
Kal Hansh, Ranga Hansh,

ition, the forest |
is divided into three regions. I

Chakha, a Hansh, Pantha
Mukhi, Lalshir, Pyong Hansh,
Small Sarali, Patali Hansh,
Neel Shir, Pati Hansh, Ziria
Hansh, Large Sarali, Bali Hansh
ete.

In the Iinterior of

" Sundarban, fish catching goes
on throughout the year in |

various rivers and canals (by
mecans of boats, nets and
barshi). In winter, a large
number of fishermen come
from different areas of the

country to catch fish from the

char areas which surface in the

seca coast. These fishes are
dried in the chars and then
supplied to far-flung areas of
the country. Fresh fish is mar-
keted locally and frozen fish,
which include shrimps, are
exported.

Sundarban is located in the
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southwest of Ban be-
lween 21°31° and 22°30° north
latilude and 89° to 90° casl
longitude. The average hcight
of this forest area is 5 feet -
above sea level. Innumerable
rivers dot the and as
a result the n is made up
of numerous ts.

The forest has an area of
571502 hectare. Of this
401600 hectare is covered by
trees, the rest 169902 hectare
is strewn with rivers and
canals.

Sample Authentic Swiss
Cuisine During our

Swiss Promotion

Nov. 25-30

See Bangladesh the Parjatan way

Pagjatan stands for Tourism. Discover nature as it is. Do you know what Parjatan has got

to offer for making your visit cosy and comfortable.
Parjatan facilities at a glance

DHANKA COX'S BAZAR
@ Hotel Abakash First class 15 AC Double Rooms ; ® Hotel Shaibal Deluxe 2 AC Sultes ; 20 AC Double Rooms |
Mahakhah 2 AC Suites | Malancha Restaurant Sagarka Restaurant (Deluxe)—100 seating
(Deluxe) 100 seating ; Banquet Hall— Swimming Pool | Sun-bathing Deck ; Golf course
125 seating, 200 buffet ; Small Conference Tennis ; Squash ; Conference Hal—100 seating
Room—35 seating ; Pastry Shop. Video games ; iIndoor games |
Phone : 607085-8 Gift Shop. Phone : 3274, 4202 & 3275
18 Non-AC Double Rooms | Biman Ofice
® Joy Restaurant st Class Restaurant—100 seating. Gift Shop. Phone : 4258 & 4202
National Memonal) @ Motel Probal Moderate 36 Non-AC Double Rooms |
. Panahar Restaurant—50 seating .
® Pionic spots Standard spots for picnic. Phone : 3275 & 321
l . | ™ @ Honeymoon Cottage 1st Class AC Double Room. Small lounge,
® Rent-a-car A fleet of comfortable and bowry AC cars 5 Nos. a Kitchenette each. Phone 3274
and coasters. Phone : 319561 :
® Dhaka Ciy Every Friday from Dhaka Sheraton Hotel. @ Cottage 5 Nos Moderate 2 Non-AC Double Rooms.
Sight-Seeing Tour Phone : 500470 Small lounge & a kitchen each I
® Sight-Seeing Tor Special Dhaka City Sight-Seeing tours ® Youthin A reasonable accommodation for youths
for Transit Tourists  for tourists transiting through Zia with 90 beds. Sea-view Restaurant—50 seating
Pacxage inbound ® Other facities Changing Closets on the beach, Beach
- L m““‘"bmm Umbrellas, Transfer Service between
Airport and Tounst Complex | Tourist
® Duty-free Shops Armival Lounge, 2A, Phone : 600482 informatioin Centre. Phone ' 3274 I
Departure Lounge. ZJA, Phone : 609433
City Ssies Centre, Mahaihal RALGHMA
- Phone | 800545 e Paratan Mote Stanchrd 2 AC Single and 4 AC Double
Dipiomats & Privieged Persons Tax-free Rooms, 2 AC Sultes. 3 Non-AC Sultes,
Shop, Guishan. Phone : 604208, 608818 27 Non-AC Single and 11 Non-AC Double
® Tourstinformetion At 2A, Ok Arport Road e T Y
Centres & Sheraton Hotel g
Shopping Arcade | Tourist
CHITTAGONO information. Phone © 2302
® Motel Shalkat Stancard 2 AC Sultes : 18 AC Double BOGRAA
Station Road Rooms ; 13 Non-AC Double Rooms | e Paratan Motel Stanciard 7 AC Double Roorms, 10 Non-AC
oustst Information 9 Double Rooms | Karoto Restaurant -
- 200614 200845 220181-5. Prone - 6753
(7] RAMGAMATI .
7 ® Pujaten Motel 15t class 3 AC Doutle Roome. 15 Non-AC @ Drivers' in :':“WU“’M
o Doutile Rooms , Lablyat Restaurant—
32 seating Phone - 3126 & 3198
Cottages Standard 3 coftages. 4 beds each RANGPUR
. h.m:'.uﬂm:m ® Paratan Mote! Stancerd . 2 AC Sultes . '4 AC Twan Rooms
18 Non-AC Twin Rooms, AC Restaurant—100
e Other facies Speed Boats for lmke cruse. AC Auditorium seating . AC conference Hall-150

seating . Sultes & AC Rooms with

colowr TV, hotwater Supply
Phone | 3681, 2111, 3800 & 20M

for cuturel unctions & conferences—
200 seating . Pionic M, Boat Chub and
Tourst iInformation. Phone . 3196

For further detalls, contact Towst iInformation Centes at | Za Intemational Airport. Phone | 894410
Dhaka Sheraton Hotel Phone : 500479
BPC Head Office. Phone | 327842

DANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION
Netionsl Towsm Organzation




