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their tributaries.
or hills of the Hill

what their height would imply
and extend in long narrow

ridges. The highest peaks on

the northern side are

Enchanting Place, Chittagong

Taung. Keekradang (3000 ft.
highest in Bangladesh).
Mowdok Mual, Rang and
Mowdok Tlang.

Famous Kaptali Lake, the
largest "man‘made” lake,
spreading over 680 km of
clylul water flanked hills

and evergreen forests lie in
the Hill Tracts. The
lake was formed when the

i river dam (153 feet
high 1800 feet long crest) was
built for the purpose of hydro-
electric wer project at
Kaptai. ¢ old Rangamati
town was submerged under
lake water and a new town had
to be built later. The lake is full
of fish and provides facilities
for cruising. swimming and
skiing. There are also facilities
for angling and short trip by
sampan, local name for country

boats.
Tribal life

The inhabitants of the Hill

Tracts are mostly tribal. Life of
the tribal people Is extremely
fascinating. Majority of them
are Buddhists and rest are
Hindus., Christians and

Animists. Despite the bondage *

of religion, clements of primi-
tiveness is st displayed
in their rites, rituals and ev-
eryday life. The tribal families
are matriarchal The women-
folk are more hard-working
than the males and they are
the main productive force

The tribal people are ex-
tremely self-reliant, they grow
their own foed, their girls
weave their own clothes and
generally speaking, they live a
simple life. Each tribe has its
own dialect. distinctive dress
and rites and rituals. The
common feature is their way of
life which still speak of thetr
primitive past. "Jhoom cultiva-
tion” on the hill tops is their
main occupation. Some of
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UNITED TRAVELS

Always at your service

63, Purana Paltan, |
Phone : 230855 & 230763(PABX) 237301, 280828, 250172

Zindabazar, Phone : 7138, 4928, 5928
Cﬂfﬂhﬂﬂﬁﬂ: 39, Agrabad C/A, Phone : 502843, 502962
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One and only Travel Agent in Bangladesh

The only IATA approved travel agent exclusively
serving honourable passengers travelling abroad from
three main cities: Dhaka, Sylhet and Chittagon;: in
Bangladesh, with expertise and personncl 20 years
experienced, extending courteous care and ensuri o safe
within-time reach of destination at economy and ¢..<c.
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AT YOUR SERVICE,
WORLDWIDE.

OPEN YOUR DOOR

Elite H
54, uoujheel C/A
Dhaka-1000
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Bangladesh.
Tel : 241337-8 251900
253705

PABX : 243050 243059
Tix :642881 AIRGO-BJ
Fax :880-2-411135

TO

Chittagong Office: Hotel

_ANY DESTINATION

Airport Office: Cargo Export Zone
Zia International Airport
Dhaka. Tel: 609584

Agrabad
Shopping Arcade
Tel : 501995-6

Y bengal airlift Itd

Airlinu Passenger, Cargo Sales, Shipping and C and F'Aqunti

Rangamati. the focal point
of Chit Hill Tracts.is

connected with Chittagong by
a 77 km metalled read. The
town - is located on the

beautiful landscape,
beauty, its flora and fauna,
homespun textiles, bamboo
handbags. flower vases and sifl-
ver and the tribal
men and women who fashion
them, are other attractions.
The tribal handicraft centre
run by BSCIC many
varieties of souvenirs made of
bamboo, cane, straw, textile
and leather. For the tourists
the attractions of Rl.l“ﬂ
are numerous, tribal life, fish-

ing. speed-boat cruising. wa-
ter-skiing, hiking or merely

enjoying nature as it is.
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to Bangladesh definitely
do not want to go
around the city in a Limousine

or Toyota Cressida. They
would love to ride a scooter or
rickhshaw, or if it could be
arranged — a bullock cart. And
this would definitely be a
novelty to them," said Andrew
J. McBurnie, general manager
of the Pan Pacific chain of
hotels in city — Sonargaon.

In an interview with The
Daily Star Mr. McBurnie ex-
pressed his concern at the
drawbacks of tourism in this
country. Having served in this
sector in 23 other countries
he said one of his most excit-
ing experiences were in Saudi
Arabia, where he was in the
carly 70s. It was a time when
the tourist season was almost
at its peak and there were
many hotels all around. So in
order to exist in this competi-
tive surrounding he had to be
creative to attract good num-
ber of customers.

Regarding Bangladesh, he
pin-pointed some major, but
other wise overlooked areas in
tourism. The fact which he

initi
llrti:ilg T::d _l_{wp:attdl
sector in this country h.aa. to
come forward, rather then put
the earnest on the government
to launch muiti-million dollar
projects. For example, it is
the tourism and travel -
cies, and Bangladeshi en-
trepreneurs who should take
the initiative. Only then the
government would jump on
the band wagon. The ministry
of civil aviation and tourism
will surely back them up.™,
The general manager of
Hotel Sonargaon was sure that
fourism is a profitable business
for the local entreprencurs, As
he stated that this was
because, at the moment there
are lot of travellers coming in
to Bangladesh, but very few
tourists. People come in
here on business and later di-
vert their route to places like
— Nepal or Bangkok. And the
only way to stop them is to

give them the right guidance °

and proper care and hospital- .

ity. _

During this jpast one year
since Mr. McBurnie has been
in Bangladesh, he found that
this country is rich with tal-
ents that has to be exposed.
For .example, people, espe-
cially foreigners know about
‘Nakshi Kantha' and ‘Jamdanii’,
But where does one go to see
for themselves how these in-
tricate works of art are done?
“The immense talent in your
country is not just beirg
tapped. There is no more
time to waste or wait. People
have to go back to ABCs and
start doing well. One has to
remember, as proven by a
study, that if someone has a
bad time, they will tell five
people. Whereas i{f someone
has a good experience, they
will tell 20. Hence, there is
plenty of opportunity for im-
provement and catch up with
the lost tourists for all these
years,” concluded McBurnie.

In the last one year here
Mr. McBurnie too has exciting
experiences of quite regularly
spear fishing at Harirampur
and also been out with snake
charmers and caught snakes.
It is a curious fact, of which
there is no satisfactory expla-
nation, that enthusiasm for
country life and love of natural
scenery are strongest and
most widely diffused. It is al-
ways exciting and interesting
to know how delightful, how
queer and fantastic people are,
at a distance!

F rom his vantage point

as the general manager

of the Dhaka -ﬂumhn.
John L. Easton made the
Jollowing  observations on

tourtsm in Bangladesh :
Causes behind Bangladesh's
failure to attract tourists:

ldnnntbeljevcﬂnruhduh
has failed to develop tourism
llelintha

thirk the
fact, fully realises what

tourism is all about and what

§

Sylhet’s

ESTLED in the pictur-
esque Surma valley

lhet is a rime attraction for
tourists visiting :
between the and
tia hills on the north.

and the

ra hills on the
south, Sylhet breaks the

of the flatness of

cannot offer the following key

fm:tnrl to intermational

* A good and reliable trans-

g

* A safe and hygenic envi-
ronment.

* Internationally accepted
standards of hotel and resorts.
* Unique tourists destina-
ns.

* International standard
duty free and local craft shop-
ping.

* A politically stable interna-
tional image.

What Bangiadesh should do:

Take the tourism Master
Plan, make it public, review it
with the key operatoss, refine
it to the market, get interna-
tional assistance and make it

such should be used as a start-

ing point.
Whether key private and

public sectors are doing

enough:

o ., | don't believe any of
the key sectors have done all
they can to develop tourism in
Bangladesh.

This view is based
on the fact that everyone is
taking after their own interest
and not working together for
the overall development of
Tourism in

The.current situation is ba-
sically a result of No National
Commitment, No Master Plan,
No International Experience
and being too diffi-

resolved, nothing will improve.

In summary, Bangladesh
can have a tourist industry. It
may never be No. I foreign
exchange earners but it can
contribute significantly to the
countries - economy, but to
achieve it one has to start from
scratch.

everything
cult and until these factors are -

Delight:

good number of haors which
are big natural depressions.
During winter these haors are
vasi streiches of land

but in the rainy season they
turn inte a turbulent sea.

These haors a sanctu-
ary to the of migratory
birds who fly from across the
Himalayas to avoid the severe
cold of Siberia.

Sylhet has also a very inter-
esting and rich history. Before

rail, Srimangal, which is
known as the tea capital of

like a green carpet over the
lain land or on the sloping
ﬂilh A visit to the tea planta-

the several places of
hi interest in Sylhet
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Hilly belles: Manipuri dancers

town is the shrine of Saint
Hazrat Shah Jalal. Even today,
more than six hundred years
after his death, the shrine is
visited by innumerable devo-
tees of caste and creed,
who make the journey from far
away places. Legend says, the
great Saint who came from
Delhi to preach Islam and de-
feated the then Hindu Raja
{King] Gour Gobinda, trans-
formed the watecheraft follow-
ers of the Raja into catfishes
which are still alive in the tank

t to the shrine. Swords,
the Quran, and the robes
of the holy Saint are still pre-
served in the shrine.

tribes such as the
the Manipuris, Khasis

the compliments
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GALAXY TRAVEL International
21, Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka-1000

861111, 864188, 239654, 237711
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An interesting !l.':llll'\‘.' of

Sylhet region is th: aboriginal

lnd

Garos who still ive in their
primitive ways in the hills,
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LEADERSHIP

IN FOREIGN
TRA D E It so happens we handle about

thirty percent of the entire foreign trade of

Bangladesh.

F. That means much of this two-
way traffic namely imports and
exports is almost our preserve.

We are fully alive to this and
determined to maintain our
lead in this field. We have the
network, trained and knowl-
edgeable manpower and other
resources to meet the banking
requirement of importers and
exporters.

Janata Bank




