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the public sector
1572.88 crore, Tk. 2353.87
respectively for the
three financial years. By all accounts the loss
is staggering and no country, especially one as re-
source constrained as ours, can afford it.
Therefore, something needs to be done about it
and done fast. But what? The Planning Minister
highlighted the problem but did neither distuss
the reasons as to why it exists nor suggest what
measures he plans to undertake to improve the
situation. He referred to the nationalisation policy
of the 70s for the steady growth of the
private sector that had began in the sixties. But
then. the move of the early 70s had been re-
versed about 15 years.ago. During the subsequent
period the performance of the public sector got
from bad to worse. The power sector, which in
reality should definitely be a winner in collecting
revenue, is the biggest drag on the economy. The
Railways that used to make profit, now costs the
public more than Tk 150 crore annually to keep
Junning. According to a former finance minister
participating in the Round Table, during the last
decade real wages ol industrial workers rose by
33 per cent whereas their. pr8ductivily went
down by 18 per cent.

Inefliciency, mismanagement and the rise in
workers' wages have all conlributed to the enor-
mous loss Iin the public sector that ths country is
now faced with. So what cdn we do (0 stem the
rot., as the Planning Minister asked? First and
foremost, we must accept it as a major national
problemn to be treated above and beyond party
politics. The government may need to take harsh
actions in the form of retrenchment and lay-ofls
which will provide good fodder for the opposition
to play politics with. Here the national interest
must act as the supreme guide. The government
on the other hand must adopt policies with the
opposition being taken into confidence and being
fully informed about every development. It is only
through such quid pro quo between the govern-
ment and the opposition that this malaise of our
economy can be treated. To start with, the gov-
ernment should publish a White Paper on the
state of the public sector. This report should in-
clude all aspects of the running of the sector. It is
not only the wage hike in the nationalised indus-
tries but gross mismanagement and inefliciency
by those in charge of running the enterprises that
has led to what has been termed as the 'rot'.

The two central questions that need to be ad-
dressed as far as the public sector is concerned
are inefliciency and corruption. In fact they are
two sides of the same coin, so Lo speak. One can-
not exist without the other. Through the publica-
tion of a 'White Paper' government can start the
ball rolling about improving public sector perfor-
mance, -

Democracy and
Development

Lee Kuan Yew, the [ormer Prime Minister and
the 'miracle maker' of Singapore was always
known for saying it as it really was. A staunch and
faithful US ally — and the [irst to offer to host the
American base if there was ever any question of
relocation from the Philippines — did not shy
away from saying in Hong Kong a few days back
that Asian nations were becoming increasingly
disillusioned with the American and the British
systems of Government. The growing economic
strength of East Asian nations and their social ad-
vancement made these countries — Japan, South
Korea, Taiwan. Singapore — more attractive as
models to follow than the Western models.

The subject came into the open, following the
collapse of communist bloc and with the US
pushing hard on countries like China, North
Korea, Vietnam, Burma to democratise.
According to a recent newspaper report. officlals
of many Asian countries are campaigning that
they are being "prodded to conform to what they
contend are essentially Western values and inter-
ests.” It is reported that one significant and unin-
tended reaction to the US pressure is to turn to-
wards Japan — and not the West — as the best ex-
ample to follow. |

It is really surprising.for that to be the case.
especially now when it is becoming increasingly
clear how corrupt, clannish and coterie centred
Japanese politics is. However dazzling Japanese
economic success can be said to be, the way the
hugely popular Mr. Kaifu was replaced by Mr.
Miyazawa as the country’s Prime Minister, should
not really excite the democracy loving people in
our region.

Prominent ar the current Asian leaders to
promote the view "Japan — and not the US" is
Mr. Mahathir bin Mohammad, the Prime Minister
of Malaysia. But then Malaysian democracy, with
the built-in formula for "the so-called
't;l:lu;nlputm‘i is a very special case indeed, which

emocracy aspir Asian countries h
nendtﬂ-cmtﬁ:{c. p . e

An American scholar, Robert A. Scalopino. of
Berkeley University, has coined the term
"authoritarian-pluralism” to describe the democ-
racies of East Asian countries - those that hold
regular election, but don't change Government.
That is to say that a dominant party, or a coalition

remains in power, as is the case in Japan,
South Korea, Taiwan, Malaysia, Singapore and
Indonesia. The virtue of this system, say Lee of
Singapore,— among its most success{ul expo-
nent—is the political stability it provides, which is

80 necessary for economic growth. -

Wa.m have had our share of stability with

but there is hardly _ . No, our

chosen is democracy — full and complete.

This bring us development. We have seen the
other paths. They all failed.
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Despite the basic consis-
tency of his politics, the

MELDA Marcos has come

home. The theatre ol the

absurd uniolded the
moment she stepped off a
plane at Manila airport.

Absurd because what preoc-
cupies Filipinos s not the fact
that the former first lady came
back to [ace trial on charges
that she robbed them blind
while she and late president
Ferdinand Marcos ruled the
country for more than 20
years. :
Absurd because Filipinos are
assured that Marcos's home-
coming will be a circus without
parallel, a show about money
and power.

The show will highlight her
ability to exploit the media,
providing a sharp contrast
with an inept government that
could not the news of
her return.

Marcos thrives before lights
and cameras. She postponed a
return in September, when
the nation was too engrossed
by its senator's decision to re-
ject a military-bases treaty
with the United States to give
her much attention.

Now, after nearly six years
in exile in the US, she has re-
turned in a flourish. With a
plancload of foreign journalists
in tow, her return on
November 4 was reminiscent
of that of Benigno Aquino Jr.,
the husband of her nemesis,
President Corazon Aquino, in
1983.

had mistakenly be-
lieved then that the journalists
accompanying him would serve
as protection against death
threats. Soldiers of Ferdinand
Marcos shot him dead at
Manila airport.
Imelda Marcos has culti-

vated -extravagant treatment —

nam's feudal and
dynastic past has brought a
sigh of relicf to many in this
ancient royal capital where just
about everyone can claim rela-

( tion to a king or a royal man-

darin. :

Ending nearly two decadces
of ostracism, politicians and
scholars here are tackling a
previously taboo subject, reviv-
ing the reputations of
Vietnam's former emperors
who they now say are not the
"traitors and puppets” that the
Communist Party said they
were,

When Hue was liberated
from the US-backed govern-

"ment of South Vieltnam in

1975, people whose bloodlines
could be traced to the Nguyen
lords and emperors who ruled
all or part of the country be-
tween 1588 and 1945, either
fled or kept a very low profile.
Emperors who once plotted
against their French rulers in
the quiet grandeur of the
Forbidden City here, were dis-
graced by communist oflicials.

. The oflicial line insisted that

the emperors had stood for
abusecs of the feudal system and
had opcned the door to French

Lett;m .ﬁr

m-nul.l

in e reconcile his un-
doubted love for his people
with the undersiand -
ing that he formed and pain-
tained with Ayub Khan. It i»
well-known that the Maulana
was a lower of when
nlm.utuumm
formed, that toppled the
Muslim in East

the blunder of

charges against
Sheikh Mujib : the Agartala

The enigmalic nature of

Bhasani's became per-
with the

of Shetkh

ally in

convenient rallying point of di-
verse groups and interests,
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Abby Tan writes from Manila
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to the surface. After the libera-

The beleaguered Filipino government of Corazon Aquino has reluctantly allowed Imelda
Marcos, widow of former dictator Ferdinand Marcos, to come home after almost six years
in exile. Marcos must now face a raft of corruption charges. But, Filipinos are more
fascinated by her colourful personality and flamboyant declarations than by evidence that
she robbed the country blind.

LA S

Flamipoyan retum

"Imeldific” treatment, she calls
it — from supporters. On her
return, she requested, and got,
rings of security men to pro-
tect her.

The strategy of the 62-year-
old widow appears aimed at

down another widow,
her main rival Corazon ino,
who led a revolt to chase the
Marcos family into exile in
Hawalii in 1986.

Until this year, Aquino had
insisted on keecping Imelda
Marcos out of the country.
Aquino had also blocked the
return of the body of ex-presi-
dent Marcos, which is stored
in a refrigerated crate.

Taking

colonial domination.

Bul these days, oflicials and
royal relatives are involved in
the task of rewriting history
books and restoring the an-
cicnt cily with the help of the
United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (Unesco).

"We had to protest against
the Nguyen dynasty because
they said the emperors had in-
vited the foreign invaders,”
says Mal Khac Ung, now the
cily's chiefl historical preser-
valionisL.

This notion was a great
distortion of the truth, ex-
plains Ung.

In fact, Emperor Minh Man,
who reigned between 1820
and 1840 instituted a meritoc-

in the royal court that

it possible for common-
ers to become close advisers to
the emperor.

He introduced steamboats
on the Perfume River, stream-

lined the hureaucracy and was

| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or type

| with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

'| | are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.

| Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
| tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

helicopters
(marketed in ready-made stan-
dardized versions) could be
imported in CKD form and
assembled locally, to provide
local training and experience.
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But Imeilda Marcos's con-

exhausted Aquino. She de-
clared that she would Mt the
ban on the body
she ended her term next May.

Now, reluctantly, her gov-
ernment has also allowed
Marcos hersell to return to
face corruption charges.
Marcos's pleas that she be gl-
lowed to pay homage to the
dead by burying her husband
on home soil successfully
tugged at Filipino cultural
heartstrings.

She has tumed the tables
and projected herself as a vic-
tim of injustice, thereby
diverting attention from the
serious crimes she is
with. And many Philippine
politicians seem to have been

~swept along by Marcos's

theatrics. Half the country's
225 congressmen and senators
backed a resolution calling on
Aquino to allow Marcos -and
the body of her late husband
baclk.

Few Filipinos express
outright indignation at her re-
turn. Aquino's former
spokesman, Teodoro Benigno,
now a newspaper columnist,
has berated legislators for
their short memories of the
excesses of the Marcos regime.

Indeed, most Filipinos may

why she re-

ﬂtenp'ecucltnfllhmwn.

once-powerful woman being
lfonised, rather than con-
demned, by the media.

Solicitor General Frank
Chavez, who will prosecute
Marcos, is at a loss to explain
why she is getting the star
treatment. Only in the
Philippines could such a spec-
tacle occur, he says.

Marcos faces a total of 40
charges on tax evasion, illegal
land seizure, theft of state
money and the fllegal export of
$] million worth of Filipino

bank accounts. It also hopes
those deposits will provide
cluse about the location of a
further 85 billion which it
claims the Marcoses stashed
away elsewhere.

Yet the ment seems
unprepared for Marcos's re-
turn. Doubts persist about the
ability of a weak, corruption-
prone justice system to with-
stand her t. Moreover,
Aquino's officials seem ta have
no media straegy.

Marcos's arrival has thrown
at least one crisis facing the
government into further disar-
ray: General Lisandro Abadia,

After decades of ostracism, Hanoi is
reviving the reputation of the couniry's
Nguyen emperors whom the Communist
Party had once reviled as "traitors and pup-

pets”. Philip Smucker of IPS reports from

Hue, Vietnam.

onc ol Victnam's first advo-

cales of "doi mei”, Victnam's

version of "glasnost”, :
"He was pro-women's

. rights, even though he did

have 142 children,” said Ung
who is working on a book on
the emperor whose rule pre-
ceded French efforts to over-
throw the dynasty. "And he
wasn't as bloodthirsty as some
people might think.”

In the late 1880's, the
French began shipping emper-
ors ofl into exile for anti-colo-
nial activities," Bao Hien, now a
gardener at a tourist hotel in

These aircraft could also pro-
vide invaluable reliéf service
during emergencies such as
floods and tidal surges.

A coastal helicopter fleet
looks like a ‘'must’, under the
circumstances we are facing

today (piracy and floods).

A M.
Dhalea,

Malnutrition and
vegetables

Sir, Malnutrition is one of
our major problems. Bangla-
desh 18 a poor country and
. ty of its people cannot
afford to take rich foods
regularly to meet up their daily
nutritional ifrements. A
large number of children suffer
from malnutrition. .

Vegetables are cheap
sources of vitamins minerals
and also cr‘mm Our climate is
very much favourable for grow-

- the

-

Hue, says his grandlather,
Emperor Thanh Thai, was ex-
iled to- Reunion island for plot-
ting to overthrow the French.
But the Nguyen emperors’
aflinity for women, [ine food
and elaborate tombs con-
tributed to the economic hard-
ships of the Vietnamese peas-
antry in the 19th century.
Emperors built immense
tombs for themiselves on the
outskirts of the city using
forced labour. Emperor Tu Duc
pronounced  his tomb
"modest", but a local poet
wrote that its walls were "bulilt
with the bones of the people

ing all sorts of vegetables.

feit that
nt should attach
top-priority on encouraging
farmers and general public to
grow and eat more vegetables.

Hence, it is s

A national uﬁnbh growing
pro should also be
c out providing farmers

and others with in-

necessary
uts, credits and technical
Enow]edga for table culti-
vation ol ;

chief of the armed forces, sus-
pended of talks aimed at se-
curing the surrender of army
rebels until “after the Imelda
issue shall have settled down.”

Marcos has been provoca-
tive, gleefully threatening to
occupy one of her family's

ancestral houses near
Malacanang, the presidential

palace, “so that Cory Aquino
can watch over me.”

For her part, Aqaino has
declared that Marcos, like any

clitizen, is welcome to visit the

[amous collection of her own
1,200 pairs of shoes — now on
display at the presidential
palace as a reminder of her
wanton wasite.

In an interview in her four-
storcy New York townhouse
before her return, Marcos said:
“‘I'm glad Mrs Aquino found
only shoes when she opened
my closets. When | open her
closets, | might find skele-
tons”. =
Chavez believes he has
found enough skeletons in
Marcos's closet to convict her
on the Swiss accounts. The

- Swiss government has handed

voluminous documents to

manila which detail rs of
paperwork hiding the money.
"This,” says Chavez, "is the
smoking gun.” Marcos, he
adds, "can no lo
was the gricving, innocent

.1\?2311J11’7ﬂici23;i11Ljﬁﬂenuucltzdljfﬁcl$ﬂt

and its moals were filled with
their blood”, -

At the history department
of the University of Hue, a
strict Marxist interpretation of
the past is no longer in vogue.

"After 1975, we mainly
assessed the Nguyen dynasty in
terms of politics,” says Dinh
Leim, director of the Hue
University history department.
"But with the new principles of
'doi hof’, we arc looking n
al the history of our develop-
ment.” '

The sanction for the re-
assessmenl has come from the
very top of the political leader-
ship. | -

"Some say the emperors
paved the way [or French colo-
nialism,” said Vice-foreign
Minister Nguyen Dy Nien. "I
am not of that opinion.”

As president of Vietnam's
Unesco Commission, Dy Nien
is spcarheading a drive to re-
build the crumbling capital

one big member country which
has been manifested by the
sudden postponement of the
scheduled Colombo summit —

greatly disappointed the
peace-loving masses of SAARC
member countries. ~
While, internationally, the
fields of co-operation are
rapidly expanding, the era of
cold war has ended, the world
landers are striving best to end

‘all enmities and bitter rela-

tions between nations. the
changed world political atmo-
sphere has created opportu-
nity for the Middle-East arch
foes to sit across ne

table, then the ties of

co-operation fn South Asian

region is subjected to threat of

!-ul:gl development

unecasy
will generate disbeliel and
suspicion among the SAARC
member nations and hamper
their steady march toward so-
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the mation’s sowl.

Imelda Returns: A Filipino Theatre of the Absurd

My politics is the politics of
heroes and 5
Marcos sces

te wunsolicited ‘advice to
Corazon Aquino: "1 would ask
her to do something about
herself, to look at herself, be-
cause she's uFty.'

A first-class “thriller in

ABBY TAN is a

nger claim she journalist who has been based

in Manila since 197].

[rom which his own ancestors
originate. |

Like a largc proportion of
Vietnam's lop military and
civilian leadership, Dy Nien
has his roots in Lt was the
mandarin landholding class.
Many openly supported the
emperors and becamec lop
anti-French guerrilla lcaders.

Almost everyone in Huc
agrees today that a revived de-
bate over the role of the
Nguyen emperors will inspire
civic pride in the past.

Hue's magnificent architec-
tural treasures and gently
flowing Perfume River have
been the inspiration lor gencr-
ations of Vietnamese pocts and

. writers.

But war, [loods, typhoons
and termites have contributed
to the decay of Hue's ancicnt
monuments. Only one-third of
the original structures still _
stand intact. |

The old city was captured
for four weeks by Viet Cong
guerrillas in 1968 during the
Tet offensive against the US

Approximately 10,000 per-
sons died, including 150 US
marines. At least 3,000 civil-
ians were summarily exccuted.

cio-economic progress,
Keeping untrust and doubt in
mind show of cooperation ex-
ternally and ceremonial yearly
gettogether will not bring any

fruits for those who
actually need other's coopera-
tion to get rise of their impov-
erished condition. That is why
the survival of a workab
SAARC is essential to fulfil the
hopes and aspirations of the
concerned people.

We hope, the dynamic lead-
ership of this region will take
pain to save this regional fo-
rum from potential collapse, at
this crucial moment, with
their wisdom and statesman-
ship. The responsibilities how-
ever, lies more on the shoul-



